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Building Relationships. Living God's Transforming Love 

 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2021 - CORE VALUE: LOVE 

Orange Shirt Day 

 

WE ARE GATHERED FOR WORSHIP 

 

Prelude J.S. Bach       Jan Overduin 

 

Acknowledgement of the Land and A Prayer for Orange Shirt Day   

We acknowledge that the land on which First United Church, Waterloo, resides are  

the lands traditionally used by the Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabe, and Neutral People.  

We also acknowledge the enduring presence and deep traditional knowledge, laws,  

and philosophies of the Indigenous Peoples with whom we share this land today.  

We are all treaty people with a responsibility to honour all our relations. May it be so.  

 

Today we wear orange to remember and honour  

all the Indigenous children who went to residential schools. 

Today we wear orange, and we pray for the residential school and  

intergenerational survivors who are still struggling. 

Today we wear orange, and we are thankful for those  

who speak the truth and those who work to shine a light on injustice. 

Today we wear orange in the name of compassion  

and the spirit of truth and reconciliation. 

Help us, God, to remember and act on this this every day. Amen. 

 

Welcome          

First United is a vibrant community in the heart of Uptown Waterloo.  

We love to welcome people of all ages and all backgrounds, both to our worship 

services and to the many events that are held in virtually and in our building. 

 

Our purpose is "Building Relationships, Living God's Transforming Love".  

We live out our purpose through four areas of ministry: worship,  

faith formation and development, pastoral care, and outreach. 

 

As part of living out our purpose as a faith community, First United is an Affirming 

Church, striving for the full inclusion of people who express their sexuality through all 

orientations and gender identities. 
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We hope that you feel welcome here today and that during this time of worship you 

experience God's transforming love.  

 

Announcements         

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle        

In the shadows of life, Christ is our guiding light.  

No matter where we are or what circumstances we find ourselves, 

we are not alone. Christ travels with us and illumines our way. 

May the Christ Candle be a sign of God's presence with us this day. 

And always. Amen 

 

Opening Hymn  When Hands Reach Out Beyond Divides (MV 169)  Elizabeth Lepock 

 

1. When hands reach out beyond divides and hope is truly found,  

Each chain of hate will fall away and bells of peace shall sound.  

And bells of peace, of peace shall sound and bells of peace shall sound.  

Each chain of hate will fall away and bells of peace shall sound.  

 

2. When fear no longer guides our steps and days of war are done,  

God's dream for all shall live anew; our hearts will heal as one.  

Our hearts will heal, will heal as one our hearts will heal as one.  

God's dream for all shall live anew; our hearts will heal as one.  

 

3. When race and creed blind us no more, a neighbour's face we'll see,  

And we shall dance the whole world round for love will set us free.  

For love, yes love will set us free for love will set us free.  

And we shall dance the whole world round, for love will set us free. 

  

Opening Prayer        

In this caring and supportive community, 

during this time of prayer, praise, and quiet reflection, 

we come to be emptied . . . (pause) . . . 

. . . and to be filled with the Spirit that flows in and  

among us and throughout the world. 

 

We are people of Spirit. 

 

We are struck in awe before the great mystery of the cosmos. 

We are powerfully moved by a deep concern for our world 

and our care for one another.  
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The spirit moves in us as in others . . . (pause) . . . 

 

We give thanks for this day and for all the people  

who have enriched our lives. 

 

We give thanks for love, which created us, which restores us, 

and links us to others in struggle and in joy. 

 

We give thanks for the spirit of creativity that inspires and encourages, 

that brings novelty in the midst of familiarity and risk in the midst of comfort,  

that surprises in the midst of the commonplace. 

 

May our time of worship be blessed. Amen 

 

Music Ministry “Gott versorget alles Leben” (from Cantata 187) J.S.Bach    

   Elizabeth Lepock 

 

Translation: God cares for all life that draws breath here below. Would he not give to me alone 

what he has promised to all? Give way, you anxieties, his faithfulness keeps me also in mind and 

from day to day is made new for me through the many gifts of a father's love. 

 

A Message for All Ages Love Wants to be Let Out   Rev. Harry Disher 

 

WE ARE INSPIRED BY SCRIPTURE, SERMON, AND SONG 

 

Isaiah 56:6-8 (The Message)        

 

And as for the outsiders who now follow me, 

    working for me, loving my name, 

    and wanting to be my servants— 

All who keep Sabbath and don’t defile it, 

    holding fast to my covenant— 

I’ll bring them to my holy mountain 

    and give them joy in my house of prayer. 

They’ll be welcome to worship the same as the ‘insiders,’ 

    to bring burnt offerings and sacrifices to my altar. 

Oh yes, my house of worship 

    will be known as a house of prayer for all people.”  

I, the Transcendent Lover of the Universe, I myself,  

    who gathers in the exiles: “I will gather others also, 

    gather them in with those already gathered.”  
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Genesis (various verses from Chapters 12, 18, 21 --- The Message)  Nancy Lennox 

 

[CHAPTER 12] GOD told Abram: “Leave your country, your family, and your father’s home 

for a land that I will show you. I’ll make you a great nation and bless you. I’ll make you 

famous; you’ll be a blessing. I’ll bless those who bless you; those who curse you I’ll 

curse. All the families of the Earth will be blessed through you.”  
 

So, Abram left just as GOD said, and Lot left with him. Abram was seventy-five years old 

when he left Haran. Abram took his wife Sarai and his nephew Lot with him, along with 

all the possessions and people they had gotten in Haran and set out for the land of 

Canaan and arrived safe and sound. 

 

[CHAPTER 18] GOD appeared to Abraham at the Oaks of Mamre while he was sitting at the 

entrance of his tent. It was the hottest part of the day. He looked up and saw three men 

standing. He ran from his tent to greet them and bowed before them. He said, “Master, 

if it please you, stop for a while with your servant. I’ll get some water so you can wash 

your feet. Rest under this tree. I’ll get some food to refresh you on your way, since your 

travels have brought you across my path.” They said, “Certainly. Go ahead.” 
 

Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. He said, “Hurry. Get three cups of our best 

flour; knead it and make bread.” Then Abraham ran to the cattle pen and picked out a 

nice plump calf and gave it to the servant who lost no time getting it ready. Then he got 

curds and milk, brought them with the calf that had been roasted, set the meal before 

the men, and stood there under the tree while they ate. 

 

The men said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?”  He said, “In the tent.” One of them 

said, “I’m coming back about this time next year. When I arrive, your wife Sarah will 

have a son.” Sarah was listening at the tent opening, just behind the man.  
 

Abraham and Sarah were old by this time, very old. Sarah was far past the age for 

having babies. Sarah laughed within herself, “An old woman like me? Get pregnant? 

With this old man of a husband?” GOD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh saying, 

‘Me? Have a baby? An old woman like me?’ Is anything too hard for GOD? I’ll be back 

about this time next year and Sarah will have a baby.”  Sarah lied. She said, “I didn’t 

laugh,” because she was afraid. But he said, “Yes you did; you laughed.” 

 

* * * 
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[CHAPTER 21] GOD visited Sarah exactly as he said he would; GOD did to Sarah what he 

promised: Sarah became pregnant and gave Abraham a son in his old age, and at the 

very time God had set. Abraham named him Isaac. When his son was eight days old, 

Abraham circumcised him just as God had commanded. 

 

Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born. Sarah said, 

God has blessed me with laughter and all who get the news will laugh with me! 

She also said, whoever would have suggested to Abraham that Sarah would one day 

nurse a baby! Yet here I am! I’ve given the old man a son. The baby grew and was 

weaned. Abraham threw a big party on the day Isaac was weaned. 

 

 

Sermon  Love: A Tent without Walls    Rev. Rose Ann Vita 

 

An Experience of Love at First      Rachel Joan Fleming 

 

Sermon Hymn  My Love Colours Outside the Lines (MV 138) Elizabeth Lepock  

 

1. My love colours outside the lines,  

exploring paths that few could ever find  

and takes me into places where I’ve never been before  

and opens doors to worlds outside the lines.  

 

Refrain:  We’ll never walk on water if we’re not prepared to drown,  

body and soul need a soaking from time to time.  

And we’ll never move the gravestones if we’re not prepared to die  

and realize there are worlds outside the lines.  

 

2. My Lord colours outside the lines,  

turns wounds to blessings, water into wine;  

and takes me into places where I’ve never been before  

and opens doors to worlds outside the lines. (Refrain)  

 

3. My soul longs to colour outside the lines,  

tear back the curtains, sun come in and shine,  

I want to walk beyond the boundaries, where I’ve never been before,  

throw open doors to worlds outside the lines. (Refrain) 
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WE GIVE FROM WHAT WE HAVE RECEIVED 
 

Call for the Offering         

 

Dedication          

 Gracious God, accept our offerings. Bless our gifts that we have given.  

whether they be monetary or offerings of ourselves stepping out in faith,  

with our brokenness, our leftovers, our hope, and our being. 

Bless and transform our gifts and all we offer --- and all that we hold back,  

so that new life might abound to celebrate and honour your holy name. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People         

 

Source of life and death, ground of all being, life itself is the great mystery. 

We live and die in the mystery of being from moment to moment. 

 

We pray for ourselves this day: 

May we be more kind, tolerant and charitable toward one another  

and all with whom we share this globe. 

May we be more ready to lend a helping hand, 

make someone's life a little easier and happier by what we do or say, 

and bequeath a kinder and fairer earth than we received. 

May we find compassion for our sisters and brothers, 

especially those we often declare as ‘different’. 

May we give good memories and receive good memories. 

May old wounds be healed. 

May joys be celebrated. 

 

Live in us, Spirit of Life, that we may live in you. (Silence) 

 

We are here because we are people of an active faith. 

Within each of us lives the conviction that together we could restore our broken planet 

and illuminate the lives of our sisters and brothers. 

 

But ancient wisdom teaches that we who would seek to restore the planet 

must learn to restore the broken structures of our society and to illuminate  

the lives of those our system considers outsiders. 

 

To that end let us commit ourselves this day. (Silence) 
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May our time together renew our hope. 

May the stories, old and new, we have heard refresh our courage. 

May the songs we sing in our hearts lift our spirits. 

May the words we that we will speak soften our anger. 

May the sound of laughter restore us. 

This is our prayer. 

Amen. 

   

WE GO TO BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING 

 

Sending Hymn Bless Now, O God the Journey (VU 633) Elizabeth Lepock 

 

1. Bless now, O God, the journey 

that all your people make, 

the path through noise and silence, 

the way of give and take. 

The trail is found in desert 

and winds the mountain round, 

then leads beside still waters, 

the road where faith is found. 

 

2. Bless sojourners and pilgrims 

who share this winding way; 

your hope burns through the terrors, 

your love sustains the day. 

We yearn for holy freedom 

while often we are bound; 

together we are seeking 

the road where faith is found. 

 

3. Divine eternal lover, 

you meet us on the road. 

We wait for land of promise 

where milk and honey flow, 

but waiting not for places, 

you meet us all around. 

Our covenant is written 

on roads, as faith is found. 
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Blessing          

 Go now in peace, 

knowing that wherever we go, 

the Spirit of God has already been there before us. 

 

Commissioning         

 The time of worship is ended and so we return to our homes.  

May we do so with the assurance that in this bewildering time,  

God loves each one of us unconditionally.  

The Spirit of God is our guiding light, pointing to the way of extreme compassion. And 

sometimes God is mischievous and surprises us with abundant grace. Amen  

 

Postlude G. Leyding       Jan Overduin 

 

_____________________________________ 

Today's Worship Leaders 

Presiding and Preaching: The Rev. Rose Ann Vita, Minister of Worship and Pastoral Care 

Message for All Ages: The Rev. Harry Disher, Intentional Interim Minister 

Musician: Jan Overduin 

Soloist: Elizabeth Lepock 

Candle Lighter and Reader: Nancy Lenox 

An Experience of Love shared by Rachel Joan Fleming  

AV Team: Harold Arnett, Greg Case, Matthew Savage 

 

CREDITS 

Opening Prayer and Prayer of the People: From https://www.rexaehuntprogressive.com/ 


