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Introduction to the day 
Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle is casting out demons in Jesus’ name, and the 
disciples want him stopped. They appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses about the elders who 
prophesied without official authorization. Like Moses, Jesus refuses to see this as a threat. Jesus 
welcomes good being done in his name, even when it is not under his control. The circle we 
form around Jesus’ word must be able to value good being done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by 
people we can’t keep tabs on. 
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WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, 
and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. 
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Amen. 
 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG  O God, Our Help in Ages Past (ELW 632) 

 
 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  

Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give us a share of 
your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 

A reading from Numbers. 

4The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, “If 
only we had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the 
cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6but now our strength is dried up, 
and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.” 
  10Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of their 
tents. Then the Lord became very angry, and Moses was displeased. 11So Moses said to the 
Lord, “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, 
that you lay the burden of all this people on me? 12Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth 
to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking 
child, to the land that you promised on oath to their ancestors’? 13Where am I to get meat to 
give to all this people? For they come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14I am not 
able to carry all this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. 15If this is the way you are 
going to treat me, put me to death at once—if I have found favor in your sight—and do not let 
me see my misery.” 
  16So the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know 
to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and 
have them take their place there with you.” 
  24So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he gathered seventy 
elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. 25Then the Lord came down in the 
cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy 
elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again. 
  26Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the 
spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, 
and so they prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad 
are prophesying in the camp.” 28And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his 
chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 29But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for 
my sake? Would that all the Lord‘s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit 
on them!” 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: James 5:13-20 
A reading from James. 
 
13Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of 
praise. 14Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them 
pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15The prayer of faith will save 
the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 
16Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be 
healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. 17Elijah was a human being like 
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us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not 
rain on the earth. 18Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its 
harvest. 
  19My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back 
by another, 20you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the 
sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 9:38-50 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
38John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we 
tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no 
one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 
40Whoever is not against us is for us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to 
drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 
  42“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it 
would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown 
into the sea. 43If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life 
maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot 
causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and 
to be thrown into hell. 47And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to 
enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 
48where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 
  49“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can 
you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY When Pain of the World Surrounds Us (ELW 704) 
 

 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
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he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs. 
 
Dear God, our Creator and Redeemer, Thank you for this beautiful morning and this opportunity to 
worship together online and in person. Thank you for being with us every day no matter where we 
are, and for always loving us and guiding us in our lives.  Please help us to follow your path and to 
share your love with our neighbors here in Athens and around the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
God of Love, help us to be guided by Christ’s example so that we might be kind and caring to 
everyone we meet. And please help us to remember that while we are all different in so many ways, 
we are all Your children because You made us in Your image. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Peace, so many people live in danger and in fear in our world. Please be with everyone 
whose lives are filled with danger of any sort. We ask you to help our leaders around the world to 
work for peace instead of conflict. Please protect those who serve in the military, comfort military 
families, and bless our veterans. We ask you to also bless all refugees and help them to find comfort, 
respect, and acceptance. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Compassion, we ask you to comfort those experiencing grief and loss and to relieve those 
who are suffering. Please also bring strength to those who are hospitalized, confined to homes, or 
undergoing tests. We pray for healing for anyone who is ill in mind, body, or spirit. Restore to 
wholeness those who are struggling with addictions. Bless our shut-ins and help us to bring them 
joy. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Hope, you have the words of eternal life. We ask you to bless our family, neighbors and loved 
ones who are facing challenges and struggles in their lives. Listen now as we offer other prayers to 
you, either silently or aloud. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Comfort, be with those to whom death draws near and those who have lost loved ones. 
Bring peace and comfort to all who mourn; knowing with the conviction of our faith that because 
you so loved the world that you gave your Chosen Son, who died and rose again, we too will have 
eternal life. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of abundance, 
you cause streams to break forth in the desert 
and manna to rain from the heavens. 
Accept the gifts you have first given us. 
Unite them with the offering of our lives 
to nourish the world you love so dearly; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, 
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 

You sent your Son to eat with sinners 
and to become food for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
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and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life given for us 
and his rising from the grave, 
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All who hunger and thirst, come. 
The table is ready. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Lord of life, 
in the gift of your body and blood 
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
bearing witness to the abundance of your love 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 
BLESSING 
People of God, 
you are Christ’s body, 
bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG     Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing (ELW 545) 

 

 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
SERVING TODAY 
Presider: Pastor Chad Huebner 
Preacher: Katie Beth Miksa 
Assisting Minister: Chris Snoddy 
Organist: George Weckman 


