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What this message is about: 
Being merely religious can and does lead to self-

deception concerning our relationship with Jesus. All who enter the Kingdom of heaven call 
Jesus Lord. But not all who call Jesus Lord and even do works in his name, enter the Kingdom 
of heaven.  
 
Purpose of this message:  
To help us pause to consider if we are among those who have entered a relationship with 
religion but not with Jesus.   
 

1. Having correct __________________ is not the way to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Mt. 7:21a 
Mt. 15:8-9 
 
Addressing Jesus as, “Lord, Lord, is _____________, ________________, 
_______________, and ________________ but without relationship it is 
__________________. _________________. It is very possible that through religious 
belief, we can know a lot about Jesus without entering into a true relationship with 
Jesus.  
 
It is important to note that entry into the Kingdom of Heaven is not only a 
________________ event.  

 
 

2. Doing works _______________________________ is not the way to enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven.  
Mt. 7:22-23 

 
 

3. Those who enter the Kingdom of heaven _____________ Jesus, are being 
_________________ by Jesus, and _______________________ to the will of Jesus.  
Mt. 7:21 
Mk. 1:17-18 
Mk. 3:14-15 
 

 

Living Upside Down

Things may not be as they 
appear
Mt. 7:21-23



 
Next Step: 
This message is a call for us to stop merely talking about Jesus and begin talking to Jesus; 
confessing our sin to him, receiving the Holy Spirit, and living in joyful submission to his loving 
renovation of our hearts.   
Rom. 8:15 

 
 
 
 
 
Discussion 
 

1. Read Mt. 7:21-23 three times. Where does God stop you?  
 

2. What were the four words that describe what is good about calling Jesus, “Lord, Lord,” 
but inadequate for entry into the Kingdom of Heaven?  

 
3. What is the fatal pronouncement of Jesus to those who are merely religious and self-

deceived?  
 

4. Read Mk. 1:17-18. What is the very first “job” of a disciple?  
 

5. Do you believe there was a time when you transitioned from being merely religious to 
having a true relationship with Jesus? Describe for your group that experience and 
what has happened since.  

 


