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Living Upside Down

Things may not be as they 
appear
Mt. 7:21-23

Mt. 7:21-23

Not everyone who says to me, 
‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 
of  heaven, but the one who does 
the will of  my Father who is in 
heaven. 22

Mt. 7:21-23

22 On that day many will say to me, 
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
your name, and cast out demons in 
your name, and do many mighty 
works in your name?’

Mt. 7:21-23

23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I 
never knew you; depart from me, 
you workers of  lawlessness.’

What this message is about:

Being merely religious can and 
does lead to self-deception 
concerning our relationship with 
Jesus. All who enter the Kingdom 
of  heaven call Jesus Lord. But not 
all who call Jesus Lord and even 
do works in his name, enter the 
Kingdom of  heaven. 

Purpose of  this message:

To help us pause to consider if  we 
are among those who have 
entered a relationship with religion 
but not with Jesus.  
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1. Having correct theology is not 
the way to enter the kingdom of  
heaven. 

Mt. 7:21a

Not everyone who says to me, 
‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 
of  heaven. . . 

Addressing Jesus as, “Lord, Lord, 
is polite, correct, passionate, and 
public, but without relationship it is 
self-deceptive. Those who only 
know about Jesus, are not really 
known by Jesus. 

It is important to note that entry 
into the Kingdom of  Heaven is not 
only a future event.

2. Doing works in Jesus’ name is 
not the way to enter the 
kingdom of  heaven.  

Mt. 7:22-23

On that day many will say to me, 
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
your name, and cast out demons in 
your name, and do many mighty 
works in your name?’
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Mt. 7:22-23

23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I 
never knew you; depart from me, 
you workers of  lawlessness.’ 

3. Those who enter the Kingdom of  
heaven follow Jesus, are being 
transformed by Jesus, and 
conform to the will of  Jesus. 

Mt. 7:21

Not everyone who says to me, 
‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 
of  heaven, but the one who does 
the will of  my Father who is in 
heaven. 

Mk. 1:17-18

And Jesus said, “Follow me, and I 
will make you become fishers of  
men.” And immediately they left 
their nets and followed him. 

Mk. 3:14-15

And he appointed twelve (whom he 
also named apostles) so that they 
might be with him and he might 
send them out to preach and have 
authority to cast out demons. 

The first and essential job of  a 
disciple is to simply be with Jesus.
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Next Step

This message is a call for us to 
stop merely talking about Jesus 
and begin talking to Jesus; 
confessing our sin to him, 
receiving the Holy Spirit, and living 
in joyful submission to his loving 
renovation of  our hearts. 
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