
STUDY SMARTI 

There are a zillion ways to study the Bible. But two kinds of 
books ~111 help ~ou l~arn what the Bible has to say about a 

particular topic : Bible dictionaries and concordances. 

Want to know what 
redemption means? What a 
locust looks like? Grab a Bible 
dictionary! It's a dictionary that 

explains the main words found in the 
Bible On alphabetical order) . It may 

. also contain drawings, pictures, 
diagrams. and places listed in the Bible 

(with maps!) . 

Where in the Bible can you find the word sheep? 
Where does the Bible tell about the oil and flour jars 
that didn't get empty? A concordance is the place' It lists 
words found in the Bible in alphabetical order. Beside each word, 
Bible references tell where the word is found. A concordance may 
include only key words (words most people remember from the 
verse); many Bibles contain a key word concordance . But an 
exhaustive concordance includes every word-and weighs 
several pounds! (Online concordances are weightless') 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Find out which version of the Bible you have . 
Most concordances are written for a specific version . If you are 
using a New Uvmg Translation (NU) . you need a concordance for 
the NLT. If you are using a concordance for the King James 
version (KJV) . but have an NLT Bible. you might or might not find 

the exact word you want . 

Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit will guide us into 
understanding what is true. So be sure to ask Him to 

help you every time you study God's Word! 
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For about 450 years, there was pretty much one 
version of the Bible in English. It was translated 
in 1611 under the direction of King James I 
of England. The translation was so good that 
everyone understood it quite well- until the 
twentieth century. Because language changes over 
time, many people in the twentieth century didn't 
understand the King James ~rsion very well. So 
translations of the Bible into more modern English 
were begun. The New International Version (NIV) , 
the New American Standard Version (NASB) , and 
the Contemporary English Version (CEV) are just 
three of these modern Bibles. There are many 
others. There are also paraphrases available, such 
as THE'MESSAGE; paraphrases tell the thoughts 
of the Bible but are not translations of the original 
words from Hebrew and Greek. 

What's up with all 
these versions of the 

SAME BOOK? 

What does Jesus· story of the lost sheep mean? Here's where commentaries are your friends' Reading a 
section of a commentary is kind of like reading a short sermon about a Bible passage. It explains details you might not 
have noticed or things you don't understand. On a commentary page, a Bible reference is listed (usually in bold print and 
usually at the top). The commentary then explains meanings and insights about t11at reference, phrase by phrase . 

Commentaries are not just for pastors-they're for everyone! There are thousands of commentaries, from simple to 
complicated ones. Try online commentaries for free1 (But be sure your online commentary comes from a person your 
parents or pastor are familiar with before you trust what he or she says1) 

Would it help me to write my own book? Yes1 Journaling (writing about what we 
read in God's Word) helps us to remember and understand the Bible better. In fact, personal 
Bible study is where many commentaries got started' Use the Amazing ltty-Bitty Spiritual 
Exercise Journal (p. 68) or one of the How to Study the Bible pages (pp. 65- 67) for simple 
ways to start journaling about what God teaches you. Add your prayer requests too: then 
look back at the requests from time to time to write down ways God answered- that's t11e 
true story of how God is at work in your own life! 
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