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Do you ever feel like God is out to get you? 
 
If so consider the following story, 
 And how that person must have felt. 
 
“[A man] woke up because the plumbing in his ceiling was leaking  

and water was hitting him in the face.  
 
Jumping out of bed,  

he found that the water was already ankle deep on his floor.  
 
The man decided to call the landlord.  

…the landlord told him to go rent a water vacuum 
…and get the water up before it ruined [the] property.  

 
[The] young man rushed out to his car and found he had a flat tire.  

He decided he had better call for some help,  
so he ran back into his apartment,  

sloshed back through the water,  
picked up the phone,  

 
and it shocked him so badly  

that he ripped the phone off the wall. 
 

By that time he knew he really needed help,  
so he decided to go back down to his car.  

But when he tried to get out the door,  
the door wouldn’t budge.  

The water had made it swell in the frame.  
 
So he had to scream from inside his apartment  

until somebody came  
and kicked the door down from the outside.  

 
He rushed out to his car  

only to find that somebody had stolen his car  
while all this was going on.  
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He remembered it didn’t have but a little bit of gas in it,  

so he ran a couple of blocks down the street,  
and there it was—right in the middle of the road.  

 
Some people helped him push the car back to his apartment… 
 
Trudging back to his apartment,  

he opened the door and saw that falling plaster  
had toppled onto his pet canary’s cage, killing the bird.  

 
As he dashed over to where the cage lay,  

he slipped on the wet carpet and injured his back… 
 
[Some time later a newspaper reported interviewed him.]  

The reporter asked, “How can you explain a day like this?”  
The only thing the young man could say was,  

“Well, it looks like God was trying to kill me,  
but He just kept missing.”i 

 
Do you ever feel like God is out to get you? 
Maybe asking you to do something that is difficult or costly? 
 Maybe permitting you to face a challenge 
  That is weighty and complex? 
 
Do you ever feel like God is out to get you? 
 
PAUSE 
 
Today we are reading again from the first book of the Bible. 
 We are jumping into another story about a relationship 
  Between God and a man named Abraham. 
 
Earlier in Genesis, God appears to Abraham, 
 calls him to head off on a road-trip, 
  and promises him both land and descendants in return. 
 
Keep in mind that up to this point Abraham is childless. 
 
In the Ancient Middle East, a male descendent 
 Was the greatest gift a man would hope for: 
  A male descendent would ensure that a man’s name and place 
   Would be firmly established in the land. 
 
So when Abraham hears the promise  

he jumps at the opportunity. 
 And then he waits, and waits, and waits. 
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Finally, God fulfils God’s promise 
 And the elderly couple have their own baby: 
  A boy they call Isaac. 
 
 
But in today’s reading we are told 
 That God asks Abraham to take that cherish gift of his son 
  And offer it back to God as a burnt offering. 
 
As followers of Jesus,  

we know that God can be demanding. 
  
Jesus doesn’t want anything to come between us  
 And our relationship with God. 
 
When a rich young ruler comes to him, 
 Asking how he can gain eternal life, 
  Jesus tells him to liquidate all his possessions 

And invites him to joins Jesus’ travelling band.ii 
 
Jesus call us to ‘deny ourselves,  

To take up our crosses 
  And follow him’.iii 
 
As followers of Jesus we know  
 That God can be demanding. 
  God wants our devotion. 
   God wants us to be willing to leave things behind. 
 
But to offer up your own child as a sacrifice? 
 
God’s request of Abraham  

goes far beyond what we can comprehend or imagine. 
 
is hard to reconcile this with what we know about God. 
 We read elsewhere in the Bible  

that the people of Israel 
   Were warned about following gods  

that demanded the lives of their children. 
 
“In Leviticus 18:21 and 20:2–5,  

Israel is specifically warned by God  
not to offer child sacrifice to the god Molech. 

 
If such offering were to take place,  

the ones offering such a sacrifice  
would be cut off from the Israelite community, 

 and God’s face would be set against them.”iv 
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That God would ask for the sacrifice of a child 
 Seems to be against God’s own revealed character. 
 
At the same time this calls into question 
 God’s earlier commitments. 
 
The couple had waited so long to see their prayers answered. 
 And here God seems to be turning on them 
  Destroying their hope for a future. 
 
But if we can’t fathom the God’s request 
 The response of Abraham is equally amazing. 

Abraham follows God’s instructions without hesitation. 
 
Abraham saddles up his donkey. 
 Abraham gathers some wood. 
  Abraham travels three days. 
Arriving at the appointed destination… 
 
Abraham builds an altar. 
 Abraham arranges the wood. 
  Abraham puts Isaac on top. 
 
But just when is about the bring the knife down  

on his child of promise, 
  An angel of the Lord calls out to stop him. 
 
Abraham is told not to harm the boy. 
 Abraham is told that he has passed the test 
  By not letting Isaac get interfere in his relationship with God. 
 
Yes, there will still be a sacrifice. 
 Death is still necessary to allow their friendship to flourish. 
 
But God will provide what is necessary. 
 God helps Abraham see a ram 
  Caught up in a thicket nearby. 
   That ram is the sacrifice that God will accept. 
 
This is quite the story. 
 So what are we to take home? 
 
I think this story reminds us that God tests his people. 
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Sometimes this testing 
 (whether the trials of life 
  Or the challenges of faith) 
   Can make God look like a monster, 
    An enemy that is out to destroy our future. 
 
But the God who tests, remains the God who provides. 
 Maybe this is what Abraham understood all along. 
  Maybe this is why Abraham followed so obediently. 
 
The God who tests us is also the God who loves us, 
 And will provide us with exactly what we need 
  So we can also remain God’s friends 
   And follow God’s will. 
 
We see this in another story 
 That also takes place on a hill, on a mountain. 
  There another son is sacrificed,  

but this time it is God’s own son. 
 

Jesus is the lamb of God 
 Who takes away the sin of the world! 
 
On that hill, that mountain 
 We are assured that God will provide what is necessary 
  So we can always remain God’s friends 
   And forever follow God’s will.  
 
Amen. 
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