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Loved by God; Loving Others. 

Fed by God; Feeding Others 
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But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed.  
Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated,  

but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord.  
1 Peter 3:14-15 

 
I don’t normally watch scary things. I’m forbidden from watching anything scary on 
an airplane because a screaming woman is unnerving to a plane full of people and em-
barrassing to her children. I know from experience. 
 
There is only one child left in the Stage-Harvey house, but that hasn’t made choosing 
a show any easier. We finally settled on the 90s hit series Buffy the Vampire Slayer. I 
had only seen one episode before and that happened to be in a bar in Minneapolis 
when my friend and I got bored during the lectures at a conference. There’s not a lot 
happening at bars in Minneapolis at 3 pm other than reruns of Buffy. I was entranced 
and screamed, yelled helpful advice, and covered my eyes with my sweater throughout 
the show. The bartender begged me to stay because it was entertaining watching me 
watch Buffy. 
 
We’re not that far into the series, but I love this young woman. She breaks the mold 
for what to expect of a pretty teenage girl as well as the mold for heroes. What I love 
most is that every day she wakes up knowing how vulnerable the world is to evil and 
she is sometimes the only thing to stand in the way of its destruction. She is not the 
lone hero, but depends on her friends and mentor. She’s also really funny. Even when 
she is terrified and in the pit of darkness, her humor disarms her opponents as much as 
her strength. 
 
Halloween is a time to laugh at all that terrifies us. That doesn’t mean ignore our fears 
or pretend like they aren’t real. It means looking into the darkness and fear while still 
remaining human, connected, and compassionate. I think I’m enjoying Buffy so much 
right now because the world feels like it’s teetering a bit and our responsibility for 
tending each other and the world feels overwhelming at times.  
 
There are many verses in the Bible encouraging us to be brave and I find them com-
forting, but there is something about Buffy’s pep talk to her awkward teen crew before 
facing the darkness that makes me smile and feel a little stronger. 
 
“I don't know what's coming next. But I do know it's gonna be just like this -- hard, 
painful. But in the end, it's gonna be us. If we all do our parts, believe it, we'll be the 
ones left standing.” 
 
As we go through this season of increasing darkness may we find strength, humor and 
grace in the words of scripture calling us to stand strong and/or the words of a teenag-
er who faces the end of the world on a daily basis. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Tari 
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SOV Book Club 
The Book Club will meet at 5 p.m., Friday, October 1 at Forbidden Peak. The book is big so start reading 
soon. The Code Breaker by Walter Isaacson  - The bestselling author of Leonardo da Vinci and Steve Jobs 
returns with a gripping account of how Nobel Prize winner Jennifer Doudna and her colleagues launched a 
revolution that will allow us to cure diseases, fend off viruses, and have healthier babies. 
 

Small Group Opportunities 
We’ve got several small groups happening in October: three different days of devotions; Holden Evening 
Prayer on most Wednesdays; and a Bible study on alternate Thursdays. Everyone is invited to participate in 
one or more groups (if you are going with the crew to Ireland/Wales you are especially encouraged to par-
ticipate as part of our community prep). The Zoom links are available on the website or the weekly emails. 
 

Bible Study: Meals in the Bible 
Pastor Tari will continue the Bible study on Zoom about meals in the Bible. The final three sessions are 
happening at 5:30 p.m. on the following Thursdays:   
September 30—Joseph 
October 14—Passover 
October 28—Manna & Quails 
 

Small Group Devotions  
Devotion groups meet three different times during the week. Groups will talk about the meals in the Bible 
(see above schedule), as well as whatever each group wants to discuss.  
8:30 a.m. Sundays in-person at SOV.  Leader Chris Wallace. 
5:30 p.m. Tuesdays on Zoom.  Leader Kristina Abbott.  
9 a.m. Thursdays on Zoom. Leader Becky Corson.   
 

Holden Evening Prayer (Zoom)  
5:30 p.m. most Wednesdays in October. 30-minute prayer service with beautiful music. There will be no 
Holden Evening Prayer on October 6.  
 

Sunday Worship 
Join us at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. The Zoom invitations for Sunday worship are published in the 
SOV Weekly email. Sunday Worship is both in-person and on Zoom. Folks who worship in person need to 
wear a mask. While we miss having little ones around, it’s still not safe for us to have small children wan-
dering around the church. We also encourage folks who want to worship in person to get vaccinated.   
 

Youth Faith Formation Classes & Activities 
It’s been a joy to see smiling faces at Sunday morning Faith Formation. Please refer to page 7 for details 
about classes and other activities for ages Pre-school to Post-Highschool.  
 

SOV’s Covid Response  
We continue to monitor the City & Borough of Juneau’s Covid guidelines and will be flexible with how to 
proceed with gatherings and activities happening at SOV. Please plan to wear a mask at all in-person gath-
erings. Feel free to contact the church office with any questions or concerns.  

The Shepherd’s Voice— October 2021 

Faith Formation at SOV 

(Hint: It doesn’t just happen on Sunday.) 
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Many Hands & Many Hearts!  
Serving with Love at SOV 

What a healthy list of ways to get involved! Check out these ways to contribute your generous gifts of re-
flection, time, money, food, or prayers. Prayers are appreciated for any and all of our ministries. 
 

Neighborhood Trash Clean-Up on September 26 
At 10:45 a.m., Sunday, September 26 we are all encouraged to stick around after worship to pick up trash in 
our neighborhood (no Faith Formation classes).  SOV receives $10 per hour for each volunteer we have 
helping with the clean up, and we will donate all of our proceeds to Lutheran Disaster Response. You can 
also donate directly to Lutheran Disaster Response through the ELCA website: www.elca.org. 
 

Afghan Family Resettlement 
Juneau is not a location where Afghan refugees will be resettled, but we can support Catholic Social Ser-
vices, who is supporting families headed to Anchorage. Visit their site www.cssalaska.org. You can also 
offer Afghan families a warm welcome and some encouragement. Please send cards and messages of hope 
to these families who have fled their homes and everything they have known. Cards can be sent to: 
Afghan Evacuees c/o CSS 
3710 East 20th Ave.  
Anchorage, AK 99508 
 

Statement of Intended Giving  
Once a year, the church council invites the congregation to pledge how they will give of time and money.  
 

Many of you filled out the “Ways to Serve” online survey. Having a roster of folks willing to help for each 
of our ministries has helped us avoid the excessive use of sign-up sheets. Instead, we are able to effectively 
(and easily) schedule volunteers. If you have not yet responded to “Ways to Serve,” keep an eye out for the 
link to the survey.  
 

At SOV, we also try to live within our means. Your pledges (plus automatic giving) have enabled us to 
budget faithfully. You may sign up for automatic giving through Vanco (Simply Giving) or you may sign 
up through our new system Tithe.ly. There is a secure link for giving on our website: www.sovlutheran.org. 
It’s easy to use and you are the one in control. 
 

If you don’t want to do automatic giving, then please include your pledged amount on the “Ways to Serve” 
survey coming soon. There will also be paper pledge sheets available at worship. 
 

We have traditionally asked for a 10% donation from PFDs to help cover winter fuel costs. This has helped 
us weather the extra costs, even though now it’s mainly electricity. 
 

Glory Hole Meatloaf 
We will cook our traditional meatloaf meal on Wednesday, October 20.  Watch for the online sign-up sheet 
for needed contributions of time and food.   
 

Community Food Pantry  
Donations of food are always needed and appreciated!  The pantry is available for food order pick-ups from 
4-6 p.m. Wednesdays and 9-10 a.m. Saturdays.  If you know folks who need food, please have them call the 
direct line to the food pantry (907) 500-3588 and the operator on duty will answer their questions.  
 

Living Faith Daily Devotions on the SOV App 
If you haven’t downloaded the SOV app on your phone/tablet, please do so. Allow the app to send notifica-
tions, so you don’t miss any new devotions (we’ve posted several lovely ones). Everyone is encouraged to 
send a response to the following about vocation and faith. Email your response to sovjuneau@gmail.com. 
What do you believe about God and how does that get lived out in your daily life? 
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God Moment: Making Connections 
 
We often bemoan all the time we have to spend doing stuff on Zoom, but the Spirit 
has used Zoom to open some doors and allow for some amazing connections. 
 

Nuwayina Briska was Pastor Tari’s neighbor in Tanzania 25 years ago; she is now 
the head of a community health care program in her village in Nigeria. Lisa Wal-
lace inherited some money when her dear friend Janice Gray died and she wanted to use it to make a dif-
ference in this world. Both women attend SOV worship on Zoom.  
 

Nuwayina and Lisa started talking via Facebook and a proposal to address children’s nutrition and sup-
port for the community health worker training was developed. Some funds went to direct assistance for 
hunger and some funds went to provide beds, mattresses, sheets, pillows, and desks for the training cen-
ter where workers from rural Nigeria come to learn about community health. They were sleeping and 
studying on the floor for a week at a time before this.  
 

The new supplies are an overwhelmingly appreciated blessing and are all labeled with the Bible verse 
Matthew 22:37-39. 

The Shepherd’s Voice—October 2021 

Jesus said to him, " 'You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

mind.' 38This is the greatest and first commandment. 39And 
a second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  

Matthew 22:37-39 
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Columbarium Update: We are ready to accept orders for columbarium niches. Single niches are 
$750; companion niches are $1250. Please note these prices will go up on January 1, 2022. If you would 
like a photo of the layout of the columbarium, let us know in the church office and we will email it to you.  
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Family Promise of Juneau Updates 
 

Family Promise walks with families who are experienc-
ing homelessness or at risk of becoming homeless. We 
provide sheltering services, but during this time of 
COVID, we work extra hard to keep people housed if 
possible. Over 100 children have been able to stay 
housed or find sustainable housing.  
 

Take Away Lasagna Dinner on October 3 
Help support Family Promise of Juneau by purchasing 
tickets to the Take Away Lasagna Dinner on October 3. 
This delicious meal includes lasagna, a garlic roll, and 
Caesar salad. Tickets are available online at                                         
https://go.eventgroovefundraising.com/fpjlasagnadinner. 
 

There is also an online dessert auction (at the same link 
where you purchase meal tickets). Katherine Andrews 
has entered an amazing pie; one of our high school 
youth, Lauren, is making a chai orange cake; and Lori 
Fredenberg is entering one of her famous sweets. Des-
serts may be picked up when you pick up your meals. 
 

SOV Hosts Families (Provides Meals) 
Shepherd of the Valley is hosting meals for FPJ shel-
tered families from October 3-10. 
 

October Newsletter Sponsor 
Thank you and blessings to our October newsletter 
sponsors, Ginny and Dennis Iverson. Ginny and Dennis 
are Becky Corson’s parents, and are sponsoring the 
newsletter in celebration of Dan & Becky’s wedding 
anniversary on October 4; as well as grandson Denny’s 
baptismal birthday on October 13 and grandson Corbin’s 
on October 15. There’s so much to celebrate in October!   
 

If you are interested in sponsoring a month of the news-
letter in honor or celebration of something or someone, 
let us know. The suggested donation is $100. Call or 
email the church to let us know which month you would 
like to sponsor and any special wording you want in-
cluded. 

Sunday Worship 
Join us at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. 
The Zoom invitations for Sunday worship 
are published in the SOV Weekly email. 
Sunday Worship is in-person and on Zoom. 
Folks who worship in person need to wear a 
mask. While we miss having little ones 
around, it’s still not safe for us to have small 
children wandering around the church. We 
also encourage folks who want to worship in 
person to get vaccinated.   
 

Faith and Blue on October 10 
The Faith and Blue vigil hosted by the Ju-
neau Police Department happens on Zoom at 
4 p.m., Sunday, October 10.   
 

At the heart of Faith and Blue is creating 
meaningful connections between law en-
forcement and the public. Activities 
acknowledge and explore the important con-
versations that are currently occurring 
around policing, justice, and community re-
lations. 
 

The prayer vigil will invite faith leaders to 
describe their tradition’s vision of justice 
and offer a prayer, blessing or scripture read-
ing. The goal is to build connections, create 
mutual understanding, and enhance justice 
and reconciliation.  

Meet and Greet for 40 and Younger  
4:30—6 p.m., Tuesday, October 19 at Forbidden Peak in Auke Bay 

 
Young adults (feel free to bring your kids) and Pastor Tari will meet at Forbidden Peak on October 19. 
Feel free to drop in anytime between 4:30-6 p.m. to meet each other and check in about life. We’ll plan 

on meeting outside under the heat lamps, but dress appropriately for the weather. 

https://go.eventgroovefundraising.com/fpjlasagnadinner
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High School 
The high school students will meet in person 
at the church.   
 

September 26  
Meet at 10:45 a.m. to pick up trash (details 
on page 3). 
 

October 3  
Meet at 10:45 a.m. to walk & talk.  
 

Meet at 4 p.m. to cook and for Bible study 
(adult chaperone needed; talk to Pastor Tari 
if available).  
 

October 10  
Meet at 10:45 a.m. to play guitar.  
 

October 17  
Meet at 10:45 a.m. to walk & talk.  
 

Thursday, October 21-Friday, October 22 
Overnight—high ropes course and Methodist 
Camp service event.  
 

October 24  
Meet at 10:45 a.m. to play games. 
 

October 31  
Make candy bags to pass out to neighbors. 

 Youth Faith Formation Classes & More  
         We have jumped right into a Holy-Spirit-filled year of faith formation and 

learning  together. Check out the following plans for October.   

Middle School Students 

(Confirmation) 
We have launched into an exciting and fun year of 
learning and mentoring (both being mentored and as a 
mentor). 
 

Leading time:  On Sundays from 10:45-11:15 a.m. 
you will be partnered with a 4th or 5th grader and 
work on a project together. Just like each of you have 
a mentor, this is your time to BE a mentor. 
 

Learning time: On Sundays from 11:15-11:45 a.m. 
you will meet with Pastor Tari & Glenn for class time.  
 

September 26—Trash Pick Up (details on page 3) 
October 3—Noah 
October 10—Abraham & Sarah 
October 17—Jacob 
October 21 & 22—Campout & Ropes Course 
October 24—Joseph 
October 31—Meet with mentors 

Toddlers to 3rd Grade 
Meet in-person at 10:45 a.m. in the sanctuary for Children’s Church.  
Pastor Tari and a helper will read a story and do an activity from the Holy Moly curriculum. Adults 
can hang out with each other in the back of the room and chat.  
 

4th-5th Graders  
Meet at 10:45 a.m. The middle school students will lead a lesson for 4th and 5th grade students.  

Middle School and Senior High Camp Out and Ropes Course  
We are tentatively planning an overnight adventure on October 21-22 (Thursday-Friday). Middle and High 
Schoolers will participate in the low and high ropes course at Eagle Valley Center, as well as work on pro-
jects at Methodist Camp. Youth will need to be vaccinated or show proof of a negative test to participate. 
We will see what the weather and pandemic are doing, but mark these days on your calendars. They will 
both be full days of activities. 
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Let the Blessings Overflow 
Celebrations in October 

A Moment for Prayer   
Prayers for people recovering from natural disasters. Prayers that they receive assistance to rebuild 
and the nourishment their spirits, minds, and bodies need. Prayers for relief workers in the United 
States and around the world.   
 

We also pray for Pastor Tari Stage-Harvey; Alaska Synod Bishop Shelley Wickstrom; and ELCA Pre-
siding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.  
 

Birthdays 
2 Katherine Fritsch 

2 Meredith Fritsch 

5 Lewis Gates 

5 Steve Landvik 

5 Marie Stevens 

7 Bess Ranger 

8 Mindy Birk 

8 Whitney Hall 

8 Elfrida Nord 

9 Braith Dihle 

9 Wendy Larsen 

10 Beverly Varness 

10 Linda Thompson 

12 Ronald Duvall 

15 Cherie Oliver 

15 Virgil Fredenberg 

16 Jeffrey Jenkins 

19 Nancy Hixson 

24 Alan Duvall 

24 Bob Williams 

25 Cody Weldon 

28 Erik Abbott 

28 Trish Dihle 

28 Kiley Stevens 

30 Eileen Hosey 

Anniversaries 
4  Dan & Becky Corson 

12 Mark & Teresa Kissel 

 

Baptismal  

Birthdays 
2 Jessica Oliver 

11 Lewis Gates 

13 Denny Corson 

15 Corbin Corson 

19 Tyler Sorem-Birk 

23 Philip Fenumiai 

25 Nadine Marx 

27 Bekah Peterson 

29 Tawney Marshall 

29 Valorie Kissel 

30 Joy Will 

 

“I Believe” 
I believe in sunshine; 
but I cannot clasp its ray. 
I cannot capture ocean tides; 
just watch them day by day. 
I believe in thinking; 
yet no brick can think a thought. 
I believe in loving; 
though love can’t be boxed or 
bought. 
I believe in gifts from God … 
diverse, yet clear … and thus: 
I believe God’s Love enfolds, 
sustains, and blesses us! 
 
—Peggy Ferrell, Poems and Prayers 
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Food Pantry Order Pick-Up:  

4-6 pm Wednesdays 

9-10 am on Saturdays 

Food Pantry Direct Line: 500-3588 

Food pantry details on page 3.  

 

 

Sun 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Sept. 26 

830 am Devos 

930 am Worship 

1030 am  Trash 
Pick Up (see pg 3) 

Sept. 27 Sept. 28 

 

 

530 pm Devos 

Sept. 29 

 

4-6 pm Pantry 

530 pm Holden 

Sept. 30 

9 am Devos 

 
 

530 pm Bible Study 

1 

 
 

5 pm Book Club at 
Forbidden Peak 

2 

9-10 am Pantry 

3 

830 am Devos 

930 am Worship 

1030 am Highschool 

1045 am Faith For-
mation (see pg 7) 

4 pm Highschool 

4 pm FPJ Lasagna 
Fundraiser 

4 5 

 

 

 

530 pm Devos 

6 

 

 

 

4-6 pm Pantry 

7 

9 am Devos 

8 9 

9-10 am Pantry 

10 

830 am Devos 

930 am Worship 

1030 am Highschool 

1045 am Faith For-
mation (see pg 7) 

4 pm Faith & Blue 

11 12 

 

 

 

530 pm Devos 

13 

 

 

4-6 pm Pantry 

530 pm Holden 

14 

9 am Devos 

 

 

 

530 pm Bible Study 

15 16 

9-10 am Pantry 

17 

830 am Devos 

930 am Worship 

1030 am Highschool 

1045 am Faith For-
mation (see pg 7) 

18 

 

 
 

 

Property Manage-
ment Meeting 

19 

 
 

430 pm Young 
Adults (under 40) at 
Forbidden Peak 

530 pm Devos 

20 

SOV Cooks & 
Serves at Glory Hall 

4-6 pm Pantry 

530 pm Holden 
 

Church Council Mtg 

21 

9 am Devos 

22 23 

9-10 am Pantry 

24 

830 am Devos 

930 am Worship 

1030 am Highschool 

1045 am Faith For-
mation (see pg 7) 

25 26 

 

 

 

530 pm Devos 

27 

 

 

4-6 pm Pantry 

530 pm Holden 

28 

9 am Devos 

 

 
 

530 pm Bible Study 

29 30 

9-10 am Pantry 

31 

830 am Devos 

930 am Worship 

1030 am Highschool 

1045 am Faith For-
mation (see pg 7) 

      

 

Pray and let God worry.  - Martin Luther (1483-1546) 

————-SOV Provides Meals for Family Promise from October 3 through October 9———— 

Middle and High School overnight at 
Methodist Camp w/high ropes course.  

See page 7. 
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Return Service Requested 

Your church family is here for prayers, visits, and encouragement. Please call if 
you would like a visit from Pastor Tari, or anytime you can use a kind word.   
 
Pastor Tari enjoys opportunities to go for walks while visiting with folks.  Feel 
free to call her and plan a time to go for a walk.   
 
We would also love to hear from you with comments about or submissions to The 
Shepherd’s Voice.  If your address has changed, or if you no longer wish to be on 
our mailing list, we want to know that too.   

Rev. Tari Stage-Harvey, Pastor 

Please see inside the newsletter for the many ways we are connecting.  
 

Sunday Worship:  9:30 a.m. (via Zoom and in-person)  

Faith Formation for All Ages:  See pages  2 & 7 of newsletter for details. 

Food Pantry Order Pick-Up:  9-10 am Sat. and 4-6 pm Wed. 

Food Pantry Direct Line (call with questions or to place orders): 500-3588 
 

The Shepherd’s Voice:  Editor, Becky Corson and Production/Distribution, Lewis Gates 


