
Hebrews: Jesus is Better                                                  Study Notes 
Lesson 2 -  Hebrews 1:4-14 

Main Idea: God the Father has given Jesus Christ the Son a name greater than all names and 
the throne to a kingdom that has no end. All things have been created by the Son — including 
angels — for the worship and service of the Son. 
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Introduction

By a chain of Old Testament passages, Jesus is shown to be superior to the angels as the 
unique Son of God. Because of this status, Jesus enjoys a unique relationship with he Father in 
position, nature and authority. We will focus on this superiority and its consequences for us.


Study Questions

1. What is the difference between the person of Christ and the work of Christ?


2. In what ways is Jesus superior to the angles? What is his relationship to the angels?


3. What are some of the ways that the portrait of angels presented in this passage differs from 
the portrait of angels presented in pop culture? How can we critique culture’s angelology 
with the angelology provided in this passage? How do angels serve the Son? How do they 
serve and minister to the church?


4. Scripture declares that God alone is the proper object of worship (see Exodus 34:14; 
Revelation 19:9-10). First-century Jews knew this well. What implications does this have for 
your understanding of Hebrews 1:6?


5. By quoting Psalm 102:25-27 in Hebrews 1:10-12, the author emphasizes Jesus’ role in 
creation and his eternal nature. How do Jesus’ role in creation and his eternal lordship over 
creation embolden our allegiance to him?


6. In Hebrews 1:13 the writer applies 110:1 to Jesus, showing him as exalted to the right hand 
of God, a position of privilege and power (see Heb 1:3). This particular psalm refers to the 
king’s enthronement and victory over all of his enemies. What does Jesus’ posture of being 
seated communicate about God’s purposes in the life, death and resurrection of Christ?
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7. One of the ways the author demonstrates Christ’s superiority in chapter 1 is by sprinkling 
proofs of his deity throughout.


      a)  What divine names and descriptions are ascribed to Christ (see 1:5,8,10)?


      b)  What works did Christ do that only God could do (see 1:2-3,10)?


      c)  How else is he portrayed as divine (see 1:3,10-13)?


Theological Soundings 
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Angels. According to the Scriptures, angels are majestic created beings that function primarily 
as worshippers and messengers of God, revealing his will and announcing key events 
throughout redemptive history (Dan. 9:20-27; Luke 1:11-20; Acts 7:38; Heb. 2:2). Angels also 
minister to God’s people (1 Kings 19:5-7; Ps. 91:11; Heb. 1:14). The splendour of angels serves 
as a reference point from which the author of Hebrews can speak of the much higher position 
of the exalted Son (1:5-13). The angels’ worship of Christ as he enters the heavenly realm 
solidifies his superior position (v.6). Though angels are beautiful and powerful beings, Christ’s 
beauty and power surpasses theirs exponentially.


Personal Reflection


• Based on what you’ve learned so far, how important do you think it is to understand the 
superiority of Jesus Christ? How should this affect the way you live?


• In what ways have your ideas of Jesus been less than what we have seen in Hebrews  1? 
How can this be changed?


• Spend time praying for the Lord to enlarge your understanding of the character of the Lord 
Jesus.
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