
Psalms   -   Inheritance   
  

Inheritance...has   there   ever   been   a   word   that   can   incite   so   much   joy   and   yet   sadness   at   the   
same   time?     
  

If   someone   called   you   today   to   tell   you   of   an   inheritance,   you   would   be   happy   to   know   that   you   
were   receiving   something,   but   then   you   would   be   sad   to   find   out   it   was   due   to   the   loss   of   
someone’s   life.   
  

When   you   get   an   inheritance,   you   then   have   to   decide   what   to   do   with   it.   Do   you   treat   yourself   to   
something   you’ve   always   wanted   but   never   could   afford?   Do   you   think   about   the   deceased   and   
try   to   do   something   that   honors   them?     
  

These   days   with   most   of   America   riddled   with   debt   and   living   beyond   their   means,   most   of   you   
may   never   see   an   inheritance   of   money   and   property.   You   may   never   have   those   decisions   to   
make.     
  

But   who   knows...it’s   estimated   that   there   is   over   4   billion   dollars   worth   of   unclaimed   inheritances   
in   the   United   States.   It’s   something   that’s   available   to   people,   but   they   refuse   it,   or   don’t   even   
know   about   it.     
  

Do   you   know   that   every   person   has   a   spiritual   inheritance   that’s   available   to   be   claimed?   Yet   
many   refuse   it,   and   others   don't   even   know   about   it!     
  

Psalm   16:1-4   (NKJV)   
Preserve   me,   O   God,   for   in   You   I   put   my   trust.   
2   O   my   soul,   you   have   said   to   the   Lord,   
“You   are   my   Lord,   
My   goodness   is   nothing   apart   from   You.”   
3   As   for   the   saints   who   are   on   the   earth,   
“They   are   the   excellent   ones,   in   whom   is   all   my   delight.”   
4   Their   sorrows   shall   be   multiplied   who   hasten   after   another   god;   
Their   drink   offerings   of   blood   I   will   not   offer,   
Nor   take   up   their   names   on   my   lips.   

  
This   is   a   Psalm   of   David   that   starts   out   with   this   declaration   of   his   soul.   
  

So   with   his   mind,   will,   emotions,   he   says   to   God:   “You   are   my   Lord,   My   goodness   is   nothing   
apart   from   You.”   
  

David   is   declaring   that   his   well-being   is   entirely   dependent   on   God.     
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What   is   your   well-being?   It’s   a   good   condition   of   existence.   Or   as   many   would   say;   being   happy   
or   prosperous.     
  

There   are   people   that   are   hoping   for   an   inheritance   someday   so   they   can   be   happy   and   
prosperous.   They   hope   someone   leaves   them   something   of   value   that   they   can’t   attain   
for   themselves.   Because   THEN   they   will   be   happy   and   prosperous.  

  
And   David   starts   this   song   to   the   Lord   by   saying   his   well-being   is   dependent   on   the   
Lord...BECAUSE   his   goodness   is   nothing   apart   from   God.   
  

And   this   word   for   goodness   is   the   linchpin   in   the   psalm.   It   doesn’t   mean   his   goodness   as   in   he   is   
a   good   person.   This   Hebrew   word    tob    ( tove )   means   his   welfare,   or   happiness   and   prosperity.   
  

Happiness   and   prosperity   are   NOTHING   apart   from   God!     
  

They   are   nothing...meaning   they   are   “no   part”   they   aren’t   even   a   piece   of   the   puzzle   if   they   are   
separate   from   God.   They   play   no   part   in   a   fulfilling   life   if   God   is   not   the   main   part.     
  

Now   WITH   GOD...they   are   great...apart   from   God...they   aren’t   even   a   valuable   part   of   life.   
  

Psalm   16:5   (NKJV)   
O   Lord,   You   are   the   portion   of   my   inheritance   and   my   cup;   
You   maintain   my   lot.   

  
Have   you   ever   seen   a   will   being   read   and   an   inheritance   revealed?   People   don’t   just   want   to   
know   what   THEY   got...but   they   also   want   to   know   what   others   got.   For   most   people,   their   mind   
is   more   focused   on   what   they   didn’t   get…   
  

David   says   here   LORD,   YOU   are   my   portion...You   are   what   I   get...You   are   my   part...because   
that’s   the   part   that   matters   to   me!   
  

A   family   inheritance   was   of   great   importance   in   Hebrew   society.   The   land   was   given   by   
God   to   His   children,   the   people   of   Israel,   and   the   Mosaic   Law   specified   that   a   family’s   
portion   of   land   must   remain   in   the   family.   

  
Now   what   you   might   not   realize   is   that   each   tribe   was   given   a   portion   of   land...except   Levi.   Levi   
was   told   no   portion   of   inheritance   in   the   land...but   the   Lord   is   his   inheritance!     
  

God   used   the   other   tribes   to   take   care   of   the   tribe   of   Levi.   The   Levites   were   to   oversee   the   
sacrifices   and   offerings   and   worship   in   the   temple.   They   were   the   priests   who   served   the   
Lord...the   Lord   was   their   inheritance…   
  

I   can   only   imagine   some   people   thinking   the   Levites   got   an   unfair   deal   here.   They   didn’t   get   any   
land.   This   means   they   didn’t   have   anything   that   was   theirs,   anything   that   “belonged   to   them”.   
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No   fields,   no   streams,   nothing   to   show   people   and   say   “look   at   what   I   got”.   
  

But   THIS   was   THEIR   portion….THE   LORD!   
  

Now   we   have   David   declaring   the   Lord   is   HIS   portion...David   was   not   a   descendant   of   the   tribe   
of   Levi...he   was   from   the   tribe   of   Judah.   Judah   got   some   land!     
  

Judah   means   “praise”.   Judah   was   often   sent   out   first   in   battle.   Because   if   you   want   to   win   the   
battle...   begin   with   praise!   So   David   came   from   a   lineage   of   praise..worshiping   God,   admiring   
God,   adoring   God…   
  

He   was   the   “man   after   God’s   own   heart”.   He   was   a   man   that   had   land...he   had   great   
possessions.   But   his   heart   was   for   the   Lord!   It’s   why   he   danced   like   a   fool   for   the   
Lord...remember   that?   He   was   undignified!   He   didn’t   care   what   people   thought   because   his   
heart   was   set   on   Jesus!     
  

Lord,   YOU   are   the   portion   of   my   inheritance!     
  

You   are   my   cup   
  

It’s   through   God,   Himself   that   we   are   nourished   and   refreshed.   He   is   the   one   that   provides   all   
that   we   need   in   life.   The   Holy   Spirit   is   in   you   to   minister   to   you   in   all   things   for   the   glory   of   Jesus!   
  

But   that   doesn’t   mean   everything   will   taste   good...Have   you   ever   had   to   drink   something   for   
your   good   and   you   hated   the   taste?     
  

Alka   Seltzer   tastes   bad...and   then   it   doesn’t   really   even   feel   that   great   after   you   drink   
it...but   then   it   works   inside   you   for   your   good!   You   get   that   big   burp...it   worked   something   
out   of   you   for    your   good!     

  
The   cup   of   the   Lord   can   be   like   that   sometimes   too:   
  

Romans   8:16-17   (NKJV)   
The   Spirit   himself   testifies   together   with   our   spirit   that   we   are   God’s   children,   17   and   if   
children,   also   heirs—heirs   of   God   and   coheirs   with   Christ—if   indeed   we   suffer   with   him   
so   that   we   may   also   be   glorified   with   him.   

  
You   are   an   heir...if   you   suffer   with   Him...you   may   have   to   go   through   some   difficult   times...it   
doesn’t   mean   you’re   not   an   heir…   
  

In   fact   I   would   argue   that   it’s   evidence   that   you   ARE   an   heir...because   Jesus   suffered.   He   was   
persecuted.   He   was   troubled.   He   wept   for   the   lost,   yet   they   denied   Him.   But   I   can   promise   you   
this...to   Him   it   was   worth   it...and   it’ll   be   worth   it   for   you   too!     
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Romans   8:18   (NKJV)   
For   I   consider   that   the   sufferings   of   this   present   time   are   not   worth   comparing   with   the   
glory   that   is   going   to   be   revealed   to   us.     

  
YOU   MAINTAIN   MY   LOT   
Jesus   sustains   you...what   He   has   for   you   and   gives   to   you   is   sustaining   -   earthly   inheritance   
doesn’t   sustain   you   -   it   runs   out.   Jesus   never   does!   
  

If   you   look   at   our   parking   lot   out   here,   sometimes   it   gets   a   little   bumpy,   it   gets   potholes,   the   rock   
gets   pushed   to   the   sides,   spots   hold   water,   then   we   have   someone   come   out   and   with   a   
combination   of   things...they   drag   the   lot...they   maintain   the   lot.   They   smooth   it   all   out,   put   things   
back   in   order,   and   smooth   it   out.   
  

This   is   what   Jesus   does!   I’ll   be   honest...you   get   to   looking   a   little   rough   sometimes.   Potholes,   
everything   pushed   to   the   sides,   holding   water...let   Jesus   maintain   your   lot!   
  

Psalm   16:6   (NKJV)   
The   lines   have   fallen   to   me   in   pleasant   places;   
Yes,   I   have   a   good   inheritance.   

  
Lines   are   boundaries.   And   God   has   placed   boundaries   in   your   life   to   protect   you...and   you   limit   
you...because   He   loves   you!     
  

Some   of   you   don’t   like   your   boundaries...but   you   know   what,   sometimes   kids   don’t   like   them   
either.   But   when   they   mature   and   show   they   can   be   trusted   with   more...you   extend   those   lines.     
  

God   is   waiting   on   some   of   you   to   just   work   within   the   lines   He’s   drawn   for   you.   Can   you   trust   
Him   that   they   are   in   exactly   the   right   place   for   you?   
  

DO   YOU   HAVE   A   GOOD   INHERITANCE?   
  

Is   the   Lord   your   portion   and   cup?   Listen,   all   you   have   to   do   is   receive   it.   Place   your   faith   in   
Jesus   and   follow   Him.   Be   born   again.   And   when   you   are,   you   become   a   joint   heir...Jesus   did   all   
the   hard   work...you   just   receive   it!   
  

It’s   important   that   you   do...not   just   for   you,   but   for   the   generations   to   come!   
  

Proverbs   13:22   (NKJV)   
A   good   man   leaves   an   inheritance   to   his   children’s   children,   
But   the   wealth   of   the   sinner   is   stored   up   for   the   righteous.   
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You   know   most   of   the   people   in   this   room   won’t   receive   a   life   changing   inheritance   when   their   
parents   pass   away.   The   average   inheritance   of   the   middle   and   lower   class   is   about   $9,700   
which   in   many   cases   won’t   even   cover   the   cost   of   the   funeral   expenses.     
  

For   some   of   you   the   hope   of   inheritance   is   that   maybe   you   will   get   left   a   bunch   of   coats.   Maybe   
mom’s   cookbook   or   dad’s   shotgun.   But   you   aren’t   looking   at   the   1.7   million   average   of   the   upper   
class   inheritance.     
  

And   for   most   of   us...that   stuff   doesn’t   matter.   We’re   not   looking   for   those   instant   riches.   We’re   
not   counting   the   days   for   our   inheritance...   
  

And   when   we   evaluate   our   OWN   lives...what   will   we   leave   behind   for   our   children   and   their   
children.   My   kids   won't   be   getting   rich...but   they   also   won’t   be   inheriting   debt.     
  

Lots   of   people   are   just   trying   to   survive   or   keep   up   with   what   they   have   and   you   can’t   even   
begin   to   think   about   what   you’d   leave   behind...Can   I   tell   you   that   you   have   so   much   more   than   
possessions?   
  

If   you   leave   behind   millions   of   dollars   in   their   inheritance...but   you   don’t   leave   them   with   the   
spiritual   inheritance   of   knowing   Jesus...what   is   it   all   really   worth?     
  

Matthew   10:8   (NKJV)   
Heal   the   sick,   cleanse   the   lepers,   raise   the   dead,   cast   out   demons.   Freely   you   have   
received,   freely   give.   

  
This   starts   with   your   family.   And   you   can’t   give   something   that   you   don’t   have!   But   once   you   DO   
have   it...you’re   being   irresponsible   if   you   don't   also   give!     
  

How   many   men   have   shown   their   son   how   to   change   a   tire   but   not   how   to   pray?   
  

How   many   mothers   have   shown   their   daughters   how   to   make   a   family   recipe   but   not   how   to   
study   God’s   word?     
  

How   many   have   taught   their   kids   the   importance   of   being   responsible   with   their   money,   paying   
bills   on   time,   and   budgeting...but   not   how   to   be   responsible   with   their   time   and   spend   it   on   Jesus   
first…   
  

CHURCH   IT’S   NOT   TOO   LATE!     
  

If   there’s   breath   in   those   lungs...you   still   have   time...but   don’t   wait…  
  

There’s   nothing   greater   than   the   inheritance   of   really   knowing   Jesus   and   living   for   Him!   
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We   have   to   stop   trying   to   gain   the   things   this   world   has   to   offer   at   the   expense   of   what   God   has   
to   offer!     
  

Philippians   3:8-9   (CSB)   
More   than   that,   I   also   consider   everything   to   be   a   loss   in   view   of   the   surpassing   value   of   
knowing   Christ   Jesus   my   Lord.   Because   of   him   I   have   suffered   the   loss   of   all   things   and   
consider   them   as   dung,   so   that   I   may   gain   Christ   9   and   be   found   in   him,   not   having   a   
righteousness   of   my   own   from   the   law,   but   one   that   is   through   faith   in   Christ—the   
righteousness   from   God   based   on   faith.   

  
Today   is   the   day   to   make   sure   this   is   true   for   your   own   life!     
  

And   if   it   is...what   about   your   family...your   children...your   children’s   children.     
  

O   Lord,   You   are   the   portion   of   my   inheritance   and   my   cup;   You   maintain   my   lot.  
  

Can   you   say   today   that   Jesus   is   your   portion...He's   all   you   need!     
  

If   you   feel   like   you   failed...He   maintains   your   lot!     
  

Psalm   73:26   (NKJV)   
My   flesh   and   my   heart   fail;   
But   God   is   the   strength   of   my   heart   and   my   portion   forever.   
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