
Welcome to Holy Hermits 
Online Worship

17th Sunday after Pentecost

Week 25 in Ordinary Time

3rd Sunday in the Season of Creation



The Greeting

We gather in the name of God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer of the Earth 
and all its creatures! 

Praise be to the Holy Trinity! 

God is sound and life, Creator of the Universe, Source of all life, whom 
the angels sing; wondrous Light of all mysteries known or unknown to 

humankind, and life that lives in all.
(Hildegard of Bingen, 13th Century)



At this time, in this place, let us worship God –
with open ears ready to listen and hearts ready to receive,
minds willing to be challenged and attitudes given to God.

Come, we worship God as one.

All: Loving, gracious God,
who does not put us in order – greatest to least,

best to worst, loved most to loved least, or any other order:
be with us as we spend time with one another and with you.

Help us to listen to you as you speak to us
and challenge us, love us and encourage us.

Amen.

Gathering Invitation and Prayer



Sentence

LA: Whoever wants to be first must be 

last of all and servant of all.

Mark 9.35



All: Lord God, you call us to live our best lives
- for you, with you, in you.
We may sometimes pause to smell the coffee or the roses,
but we are often too busy to take time to be aware of you
- that you are with us, in us, and in those around us.
Quieten our hearts now to recognise you in this place today.
Help us to reach out to one another with love,
care and compassion,
so that we can all live our best life for you.
Amen.

Centering Prayer



Prayer of Adoration

God, who loves little children, we adore you.
We drink in the wonder of your presence,

the specialness of our relationship with you.
You are far beyond our understanding,

your love is greater than our greatest dreams.
We worship you, our Lord and our God.

Amen.



Hymn- Lord, I offer my life

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37u6IBRDgm8

Curated by Fleur

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37u6IBRDgm8


Take a moment to think about what jostling for position means to you.
Where do you see yourself in relation to others?

Jesus said: ‘Anyone who wants to be first must be last.’ 
Lord, for the times We’ve put ourselves first, or argued with people, 
because we think we know better than them or that we are better than 
them…
Lord, please forgive us,
and teach us our rightful place in you.

For the times when we don’t want to be a servant because we think 
we're capable of greater things…
Lord, please forgive us,
and teach us our rightful place in you.

Preparing for Confession



When we don’t recognise Christ in those around us because we're too 
busy looking out for ourselves…
Lord, please forgive us,
and teach us our rightful place in you.

When we don’t understand what people mean, perhaps not 
understanding their feelings of fear or inadequacy…
Lord, please forgive us,
and teach us our rightful place in you.

When we jostle for position, rather than being happy where you put us…
Lord, please forgive us,
and teach us our rightful place in you.



Let us confess our sin against God and God’s creation. 

Introduction to Confession



All: Holy and merciful God, we confess that we have failed to 
honour you by rightly claiming our kinship with all your creatures. 
We have walked heavily on your earth, overused and wasted its 
resources, taken for granted its beauty and abundance, and 
treated its inhabitants unjustly, holding future generations hostage 
to our greed. 
Have mercy on us and forgive us our sin. 
Renew in us the resolve to keep and conserve your earth as you 
desire and intend, with grateful and compassionate hearts, 
through your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen.



Almighty God have mercy on you, 
forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen.

The Absolution



Collect Prayer

God and Father of all,
you have taught us through your Son that the last shall be first,
and have made a little child the measure of your kingdom:
give us the wisdom from above,
so that we may understand that in your sight
the one who serves is the greatest of all.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.



Kids’ Time



The 1st Reading is from the book of Proverbs 31 various verses

10 A capable wife who can find? She is far more precious than jewels.
11 The heart of her husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain.
12 She does him good, and not harm, all the days of her life.
13 She seeks wool and flax, and works with willing hands.
14 She is like the ships of the merchant, she brings her food from far away.
15 She rises while it is still night and provides food for her household and tasks for her servant-girls.
16 She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard.
17 She girds herself with strength, and makes her arms strong.
18 She perceives that her merchandise is profitable. Her lamp does not go out at night.
19 She puts her hands to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle.
20 She opens her hand to the poor, and reaches out her hands to the needy.
21 She is not afraid for her household when it snows, for all her household are clothed in crimson.
22 She makes herself coverings; her clothing is fine linen and purple.
23 Her husband is known in the city gates, taking his seat among the elders of the land.
24 She makes linen garments and sells them; she supplies the merchant with sashes.



Proverbs 31:10-31

For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

25 Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come.
26 She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.
27 She looks well to the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness.
28 Her children rise up and call her happy; her husband too, and he praises her:
29 ‘Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all.’
30 Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.
31 Give her a share in the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the city gates.



Psalm 1

1 Blessed are they
who have not walked in the counsel of the ungodly:

nor followed the way of sinners,
nor taken their seat amongst the scornful.

2 But their delight is in the law of the Lord:
and on that law will they ponder day and night.

3 They are like trees planted beside streams of water:
that yield their fruit in due season.

4 Their leaves also shall not wither:
and look, whatever they do, it shall prosper.

5 As for the ungodly, it is not so with them:
they are like the chaff which the wind scatters.

6 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand up at the judgement:
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

7 For the Lord cares for the way of the righteous:
but the way of the ungodly shall perish.



The 2nd Reading comes from the letter of St James Chapter 3 various verses

James 3.1-12
For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

1 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who 
teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2 For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes 
no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3 If we put 
bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4 Or look at 
ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a 
very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs.
5 So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set 
ablaze by a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a 
world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by 
hell. 7 For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been 
tamed by the human species, 8 but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly 
poison. 9 With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the 
likeness of God. 10 From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this 
ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish 
water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt 
water yield fresh.



All: You challenge us, Lord, when we do wrong.
You get us to focus by using questions,
even though you know the answers.
Your image is present in each one of us.
When we confess our sins,
you are always there to forgive us.
We stand now, humbly in your presence.
Forgiven.
Acknowledging that you are the greatest.
Amen.

Prayer before Gospel



The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Mark
chapter 9 beginning at the 30th verse.

All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

Mark 9.30-37

This is the Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; 31 for 
he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, ‘The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, 
and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.’ 32 But they did not 
understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 33 Then they came to Capernaum; and 
when he was in the house he asked them, ‘What were you arguing about on the way?’ 34 But they 
were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest. 35 He 
sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, ‘Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and 
servant of all.’ 36 Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said 
to them, 37 ‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes 
me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’



The Sermon



Hymn- In the Garden

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9aIhta9exts

Curated by Marcia

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9aIhta9exts


If we are in Christ, we are becoming a new creation. 
One Home, One Body.

We see God around us. We see God within us.
We give thanks to our Creator.

Let us show the caring nature you have instilled within us by greeting 
each other as a sign of God’s justice of peace,

love, forgiveness and grace. 
The peace of our Creator be with you in all things.

And also with you.

The Greeting of Peace



Prayer of Thanksgiving before Intercessions 

Thank you, Lord, that we can always find our place in you.
Thank you that we belong to you,
and no one can take that away from us.
We are secure in your loving arms.
We need never be afraid to ask you anything.
Thank you for the people who give us a cup of water,
and much more, because we belong to you.
Thank you for the times we can meet blessing with blessing.
Amen.
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Intercessions
Lord, it seems that we need your guidance and direction more than ever, 
we pray that you find it in your mercy to show us the light and the way,
We pray for our divided world as it battles with this COVID sickness,
war, 
famine, 
and callousness for one another's feelings and wellbeing.
This beautiful world you created knows hatred, doubt, jealousy, envy, greed, 
and yet we get glimpses of how beautiful it can be through your teachings and wisdom,
Lord we ask for your mercy and light,
Lord hear us.

We pray that you guide our world leaders in this time of turmoil and pray that they look 
for peaceful solutions that benefits all countries and their people's.
We especially pray for Australia's prime Minister Scott Morrison and his cabinet as they navigate 
the situations with Afghanistan, China, and the South China Sea,
Lord we ask for your mercy and light,
Lord hear us.
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We pray that the virus COVID 19 will soon come to an end
and the people of the world can return to a relatively normal life, 
we pray that the vaccine roll out gathers more momentum and that we reach the promised levels 
needed,
We pray for our state premier Anastasia, that she continues to have the people of 
Queensland's best interest at heart,
Lord we ask for your mercy and light,
Lord hear us.

We pray for our brothers and sisters in Victoria and NSW 
that you watch over them and give them hope during the lockdown period.
We pray for all hospitals and staff that while they are facing the cold face of this virus, that you 
give them courage and tenacity to keep them going and show them they are much loved.
We pray for our Police force Lord, they are having a particularly hard time in keeping rising tempers 
and anger in check that is unfairly directed at them. We pray that you let them know they are much 
appreciated in their daily duties and have our support,
Lord we ask for mercy and light
Lord hear us.
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Prayers from Phil

We pray and ask for your light to shine on those that are sick, 
those that are filled with grief and anguish, (Pause)
we pray for those that are struggling with small businesses, (Pause)
those that have lost their employment, (Pause)
those that have lost their homes, (Pause)
those families that have been torn apart in poverty, (Pause)
the young children that have suffered abuse, (Pause)
we ask that you help them find solace, 
we ask that you give them hope and help them seek you out,
Lord we ask for your mercy and light
Lord hear us.

Lord we pray for our local community, our Archbishop Philip, our Bishop Jeremy, all priests and 
lay people that administer your word, especially pray for Holy Hermits online, we pray for 
Reverend Jamee as she delivers your holy word, we pray that she and others in our community will 
be able to receive the vaccine with no harsh effects, we pray that you keep us close.
Lord we ask for your mercy and light
Lord hear us.



Pray Daily Cycle of Prayer

•The Church of the Province of Uganda

•The Diocese of North West Australia: †Gary Nelson; Clergy and People

•The Parish of Roma: Heather Dearden

•SAILS Anglican Sailing Adventures in Life Skills Ministry -Gold Coast, Bayside, 
Sunshine CoastMinistry with Young Adults

•Toowoomba Anglican School, Toowoomba: Head of School -Simon Lees; Chaplain -
Vacant; Chair of School Council -Mac Drysdale; members of School Council; staff & 
students
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O God of mercy and of peace, 
We hold before you the peoples of Afghanistan, many of whom feel abandoned and 
betrayed. 
Be living bread to those who are hungry each day. 
Be healing and wholeness to those who have no access to health care amidst the 
ravages of pandemic. 
Be their true home to all who have been displaced. 
Be open arms of loving acceptance to those who fear because of their gender, 
ethnicity, religious or political views. 
Be peace to those engaged in armed conflict and those who live within its shadow. 
Turn our hearts and minds to your ways of just and gentle peace, open our eyes to see 
you in all acts of compassionate care, strengthen our hearts to step out in solidarity 
with your suffering people and hold us all in your unfailing love. 
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who emptied himself of all but love in order to 
bring life in all its fullness. Amen.

(Service of Prayer and Lament for Afghanistan, St John’s Cathedral 22 August 2021)



Let us join together in the prayer which Jesus gave us saying:

All: Holy One, our only Home, 

hallowed be your name. 

May your day dawn,

your will be done, 

here as in heaven.

Feed us today,

and forgive us as we forgive each other. 

Do not forsake us at the test,

but deliver us from evil. 

For the glory, the power, and the mercy are yours,

now and for ever. Amen.
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Devotions
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Affirmation of Faith

Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul,
with all your mind,
and with all your strength.

This is the first and the great commandment. 
The second is like it: 
Love your neighbour as yourself.
There is no commandment greater than these.
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Creator of All,
We are grateful that from your communion of love
you created our planet to be a home for all.
By your Holy Wisdom you made the Earth
to bring forth a diversity of living beings
that filled the soil, water and air.

Each part of creation praises you in their being,
and cares for one another from our place in the web of life.
With the Psalmist, we sing your praise
that in your house “even the sparrow finds a home,
and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young.”

Season of Creation 2021 Prayer
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We remember that you call human beings to keep your garden
in ways that honor the dignity of each creature
and conserve their place in the abundance of life on Earth.

But we know that our will to power pushes the planet beyond her limits.
Our consumption is out of harmony and rhythm with Earth’s capacity to 
heal herself.
Habitats are left barren or lost. 
Species are lost and systems fail. 
Where reefs and burrows, mountaintops and ocean deeps
once teemed with life and relationships, wet and dry deserts lie empty, 
as if uncreated. 
Human families are displaced by insecurity and conflict, migrating in 
search of peace. 
Animals flee fires, deforestation and famine, wandering in search of 
a new place to find a home to lay their young and live. 
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In this Season of Creation, we pray that the breath of 
your creative Word 
would move our hearts, as in the waters of our birth and baptism.

Give us faith to follow Christ to our just place in the beloved 
community.

Enlighten us with the grace to respond to your covenant
and call to care for our common home.

In our tilling and keeping,
gladden our hearts to know that we participate with your Holy 
Spirit to renew the face of your Earth,
and safeguard a home for all.
In the name of the One who came to proclaim good news to all 
creation, Jesus Christ. Amen.



Jesus, thank you that you welcomed everyone,
and that you gave healing and love to all who came to you.

And you still do, today!
Your love makes us clap our hands, 

and jump for joy. 
Help us to share it with everyone. Amen!

A Personal Prayer for each of us in the silence



Hymn- Sing Hallelujah

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKB8ZuN07z8

Curated by Paul

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKB8ZuN07z8


Sending Prayer

All: Lord, Jesus,
may we go out into the world to shine with your love,
listen with your ears
and speak words of kindness and hope
to everyone we meet – in your name.
Amen.



The Blessing 

May God who established the dance of creation, 
Who marvelled at the lilies of the field, 
Who transforms chaos to order,
Lead us to transform our lives and the Church 
To reflect God’s glory in creation;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon us and remain with us always.
Amen.



Notices

• Tithing Online accessible at holyhermits.com.au Give page.

• Season of Creation resources

• Trialed different dimensions to the PowerPoint this morning. Did 
anyone have any issues with being unable to see everything?

• Survey coming out today!

• Birthdays and anniversaries for September

https://holyhermits.com.au/give


Go in peace to love and 
serve God's creation.

In the name of Christ, 
Amen.

Dismissal.



Extra seasonal resources developed by Roots on the Web

"Held in Love" by Georgina Greenhill (A HHO member)


