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So I love Space X, Tesla, the idea of going to Mars and all things Elon Musk.  And while I was 
reading a bit of news on the development of the super heavy booster I came across a computer 
game called Universe Sandbox.  And this game is a simulator which allows you to remake the 
universe any way you would like in order to see what would happen. 
 
And it was late and I was board and so I watched a video someone had made on the game.  And 
in the video they took turns replacing our sun with the different planets.  So you swap earth 
with the sun.  You hit play.  And you see what happens. 
 
And guess what.  As much as you might think being at the center of the universe would be 
awesome it’s significantly less awesome than what we have right now.  Survivability on the 
planet declines rapidly.  For life to thrive the sun needs to be at the center. 
…  
If you are new with us we are in the middle of a mini-series called Marriage, Might and Money.  
And this series is inside a larger one called “On the Way.” 
 
And the reason we are here is because we are looking at Jesus through the eyes of the earliest 
record of Him that exists – and that’s the Gospel of Mark.  And in the middle of Mark Jesus sets 
His sights on going to the cross – He’s on the way.  And He’s going there because He believes 
that by laying His life down He will be able to free us from evil and injustice and lead us into the 
abundant life He created us to enjoy.   
… 
But there’s more.  He’s not headed there alone.  He wants us to follow.  But He doesn’t want 
this because He thinks it will be fun to watch us squirm and suffer.  He wants this because He 
believes that it is as we image Him more closely, even if He’s dying on the cross, that we find 
the life we are looking for.  And He certainly believes this about the categories of marriage, 
might and money. 
 
So Jesus has some strong opinions about what makes life good.  And they are countercultural 
and counter intuitive.  But at the center of everything Jesus believes is His desire to have things 
be good for us.  Jesus wants us to win.  And so He gave us gifts we can win with.  And three of 
the biggest are money, sex and power.  They are gifts.  They aren’t evil.  But there are risks 
associated with them.  And today Jesus leads us through the dangers of money to the gift.   
 
If you’ve got a Bible please open it up to Mark 10.  We are going to pick it up in verse 17.  And 
would you stand with me as we come before God’s word?  Hear now the word of the Lord. 
 
[Read Mark 10:17-31] 
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This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated. 
 
As we get started talking about money we need to recognize who we are as we come to this 
text.  And the fact is that we are all sitting here in Canada, one of the richest countries on earth.  
And all of us have had the option to eat something within the last 24 hours.  All of us have 
access to clean drinking water.  All of us have enough clothes to keep us warm.  But here’s the 
weird thing about us, even though this is true, most of us don’t consider ourselves to be 
wealthy.  Are you rich? 
… 
So we are in an election right now and there is a fair bit of talk going around about taxing the 
rich.  And it’s unlikely that rich people would enjoy this line of logic but we are fine with it 
because we know it is talking about someone who has way more than us.  Right? 
 
But from a global perspective this is such a small minded position.  You see globally if you make 
$75,000 a year then you are in the richest 1% of people on earth.  It’s you, me, Elon Musk and 
Julius Caesar right at the top.  But here’s the crazy thing, if you make just 23,000 a year, you are 
close to the “poverty line” in Canada, and yet you are in the richest 10% of everyone on earth.1  
Keep in mind that the median family income in BC in 2019 was $84k.  So we are the rich.   
 
Now we have a lot of students here who make close to 0 dollars, but here’s the reality: your 
potential is so big that our government is willing to give you loans to go to study whatever you 
want.  They know you are going to be able to pay them back.  So while you don’t have any 
money today the reality is your future is loaded.  We are rich. 
 
But we don’t think we are rich.  We don’t feel rich.  And there are several factors to this, but 
one of the big ones is that we’ve enslaved ourselves with debt.  Stats Can reported last year 
that the average credit card debt sits at over $3000 and if you include mortgages the average 
household owes $1.71 for every dollar of disposable income.  Bloomberg adds that 47% of 
Canadians are living paycheck to paycheck and are only a month away from financial disaster. 
… 
That’s a problem.  There’s a massive money problem in Canada and the church is not immune.  
We’ve got faulty beliefs about money and they’ve mastered us. 
… 
 
 
Now, in our text today Jesus walks into a conversation with a man who has a very similar 
problem, and it ends bad for him.  But Jesus doesn’t want it to go bad for us – that’s why this 
text is here – and so through this story He shows us the deceptive pull of wealth, and then how 
to gain abundant life now and for eternity no matter how wealthy you are. 
… 
First the deceptive pull of wealth.  So we know hardly anything about the guy in this text.  We 
don’t know his name or anything about his family.  And we don’t know what happens to him 

 
1 https://www.givingwhatwecan.org/ (Accessed September 18, 2021) 

https://www.givingwhatwecan.org/
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after he goes away.  All we know is that he comes to Jesus and leaves unhappy, and everything 
pivots on his faulty beliefs about money. 
 
So let’s look at the text.  In verse 17 this guy looks like he is doing everything right.  He comes to 
Jesus on his knees, calling Him good teacher and asking: “What must I do to inherit eternal 
life?”  Everything looks good, but it unravels fast.2 
 
You see deception has already entered the picture and everyone in the first century would have 
seen this in the way this man approached Jesus.   
 
So first, it would have been very strange for a wealthy man to fall on his knees.  And then, while 
“teacher” was a title of great respect, to add “good” to it was over the top.  In fact there are no 
other references in first century literature to any rabbi being called “good teacher.”  So this guy 
is trying to flatter Jesus in order to get what he wants.   
 
And then when you take this as the context, his question exposes itself for what it is, “What 
must I do to inherit eternal life?”  You see this wealthy guy was used to putting in effort to get 
what he wanted.  And his wealth had convinced him that this was possible.  After all he had 
worked hard and gotten that.  And he brings this confidence to his new interest, a desire for 
eternal life.  What do you want from Jesus?  What do you do to try to get it? 
… 
Well Jesus’ kingdom doesn’t work like this.  It’s not the strong and the powerful who rise to the 
top.  With Jesus it is the last who are first, it’s those who are servant of all who become great.  
And ultimately it is those who understand their need who receive. 
 
But this guy doesn’t come with need, he comes believing he has the ability to do something in 
order to get what Jesus has.  And he’s worked hard at it already.  He’s morally upstanding.  No 
murder.  No adultery or fraud.  He’s honoured his parents.  So he’s as good as anyone could 
expect to be.   
 
But Jesus isn’t interested in his moral resume.  He’s looking below the surface.  And what He 
sees is that in spite of keeping all sorts of rules this guy had broken the main one – You shall 
have no other gods before me.  This guy has a solar system problem.  He has allowed money to 
climb into the center.   
… 
Now, while there are no other texts where God asks anyone to give everything away, there are 
lots of texts about idolatry.  And perhaps the most famous one is the story of Abraham.  So one 
day God told Abraham to sacrifice his son. 
 
What a thing to ask!  But the test wasn’t really about whether Abraham would actually kill his 
son – God stops him before he gets to that – the question was whether Abraham was willing to 

 
2 Outline adapted from Tim Keller https://gospelinlife.com/downloads/wealth-and-discipleship-east-5468/ 
(Accessed September 16, 2021) 
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kill his son.  That was the test.  And the reason God gave Abraham this test was to see whether 
God was really the center of Abraham’s life, or whether he had made Isaac the center. 
 
You see here’s the things with the gifts of God, it is so easy for us to become more enamored by 
the gift than the Giver.  And it’s the best things in life that have the greatest temptation here.  
So things like children or resources.   
 
And so Jesus gives this man the exact same test God gave Abraham.  Will you kill your money 
and make Me the center?  Will you treat your money as though it were worth nothing to you in 
comparison to Me?  That’s what’s going on, but in verse 22 we read: 

At this the man’s face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many possessions. (Mark 

10:22) 
 
The man is sad because he believes that his wealth is more valuable than whatever Jesus might 
be offering.  He wants Jesus’ abundant life, but he thinks Jesus asks too much.  That’s his faulty 
belief about money.  And so Jesus turns to His disciples to point this out.  He says: 

“Dear children, it is very hard to enter the Kingdom of God. In fact, it is easier for a camel 

to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God!” 

(Mark 10:24-25) 
 
Now if you’ve been around the church for a bit you have probably heard this verse explained.  
And it’s one of those verses that gets explained in all sorts of ways depending on how wealthy 
you happen to be. 
 
So maybe you’ve heard about the possibility of a scribal error here.  You see the word “camel” 
and the word “rope” in Greek are only a letter apart.  And so what may have happened is some 
scribe who hadn’t drunk enough coffee just made a mistake.  And what Jesus really said was 
that rich people trying to get into heaven is like trying to push rope or twine through the eye of 
a needle – and it’s really hard to do.   
 
But it has to be possible because there are lots of good rich people in the Bible like Abraham, 
David, Joseph and Job who obviously had God’s favor.  And people who value money have 
emphasized this.  Maybe you’ve heard this explained that way. 
… 
The problem is that in verse 27 Jesus makes it clear that His illustration isn’t about it being 
really difficult for rich people to get into heaven.  He says: 

“With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.” (Mark 

10:27) 
 
And in the Greek the word “impossible” means you can’t do it, kind of like it does in the English.  
So the point is not that rich people are blessed by God and just need to do some specific stuff 
with their wealth if they want to be saved.  Jesus’ point is that rich people cannot buy their way 
in, only God’s grace saves people.   
… 
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But there is another way this verse has been interpreted, and that is by people who don’t think 
they are rich and in fact believe money is bad.  They think people who have it have abused 
others to get it. 
 
And so perhaps you’ve heard that there was a small gate in the walls of Jerusalem called “The 
eye of a needle.”  And every now and then a camel would try to go through it.  And in order to 
do this they would have to take all their bags off and get down on their knees.  And so rich 
people can get into heaven as long as they unload their wealth first by giving it away to the 
poor – presumably to people like them.  
… 
I need to tell you that both these interpretations are bogus.  Jesus isn’t talking about rope, and 
He’s not talking about a hole in a wall.  And He can’t be doing either of these things because 
both of them involve placing money at the center.   
 
Those who are rich and value wealth have done this by believing they are able to attain God’s 
blessing through the same kind of effort they have put into gaining wealth – it’s hard but they 
can do it.  And those who feel they aren’t rich do it by being resentful and envious of the 
wealthy and wishing they had more than they do.  And both these positions are the opposite of 
what Jesus is saying. 
… 
So Jesus’ point is that putting money at the center of your universe will destroy you.  And this 
will happen whether you are wealthy or not.  Either way, wealth at the center will not lead to 
abundant life.  And Jesus wants life for us.  He wants us to have true wealth. 
… 
So how do we avoid the danger Jesus outlines here?  How do wealthy people avoid centering 
their life on their money?  And how do poor people avoid centering their lives on the money 
they don’t have?  Well look at the way Jesus approaches the man in verse 21.  Mark says: 

Looking at the man, Jesus felt genuine love for him. “There is still one thing you haven’t 

done,” He told him. “Go and sell all your possessions and give the money to the poor, 

and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow Me.” (Mark 10:21) 
 
Jesus feels genuine love for this guy.  He sees the faulty beliefs about money.  He sees the 
deception.  He sees how this man is attempting to manipulate Him into getting what he wants.  
And yet He loves him.   
 
Do you know this is the way Jesus feels towards you?  Do you believe that?  Jesus looks at you 
living in wealthy Canada.  And He sees your views on money – the accurate ones and the faulty 
ones, and He loves you.   
 
And that means He doesn’t want you to be tricked by the deceitfulness of wealth.  He doesn’t 
want you to buy the lie that your money makes you important or valuable to Him.  He doesn’t 
need your money.  And He also doesn’t want you to live with a poverty mentality that wealth is 
evil and rich people have abused you – you’re not a victim.  These are the two dominant beliefs 
about money in Canada right now and they are both wrong.   
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And so Jesus proposes an antidote to the poison.  He tells the man – Do what I told Abraham to 
do.  Treat your wealth like it’s dead, and see what happens. 
… 
Now there is something really important here.  You see Jesus doesn’t want the man to be 
penniless.  There are lots of penniless people who hate God.  Being poor isn’t good.  But getting 
money out of the center of our lives is essential.  The solar system of our lives was not designed 
to revolve around our finances.  It doesn’t have the gravity. 
 
And so people who live with money at the center, whether rich or poor, cause everything else 
to fall out of orbit.  So Elon Musk is purported to work 120 hours a week.  That leaves 47 for 
sleep and food and health and God and love.  So yes, he’s nailing business, but he’s 
impoverished in all these other categories.   
 
And Jesus doesn’t want this for us.  He wants us to win.  Jesus wants you to win at life.  He 
wants abundant life for you now as well as for eternity.  And so His call to us wealthy people is 
the same call He gave to Abraham – put Me at the center.  And look what Jesus says happens 
when we do this.   
 
Right after Jesus says, verse 27, it’s impossible for wealthy people to save themselves, only 
God’s grace saves people – Peter speaks up.  And he says “We have left everything to follow 
You.”  And Jesus replies, verse 29: 

“I assure you that everyone who has given up house or brothers or sisters or mother or 

father or children or property, for My sake and for the Good News, will receive now in 

return a hundred times as many houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and 

property—along with persecution. And in the world to come that person will have 

eternal life. (Mark 10:29-30) 
 
Jesus says if you put the Son at the center you win in every aspect of life both now and forever.  
So remove whatever is trying to be most important for you: your house or siblings or parents or 
children or property and we could add your likes or friends or views – treat these things as dead 
in comparison to gaining Christ.  And then Jesus says we will get back a hundred times as much. 
… 
Now this doesn’t necessarily mean Jesus will blow up your YouTube channel or help you win the 
lottery.  A thousand years from now none of those things are going to matter at all.  His main 
concern is with eternity, but He does say we will win now too. 
  
So if you give up a mother’s nearby affection and concern, you will get back a hundred times 
the affection and concern from the ever-present Christ.  If you give up the warm love of a 
brother you get back a hundred times the warmth from Christ.  If you give up the sense of at-
homeness you have in your house, you get back a hundred times the comfort and security of 
knowing that your Lord owns every house and land and stream and tree on earth.  This is what 
Jesus says. 
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And here’s the Good News:  When we sacrifice whatever wants to be at the center of our lives, 
and put Jesus there instead, we find out that we haven’t sacrificed anything at all.  You see 
Jesus will not be out given in this life or the next. 
 
With the Son at the center we will win in every aspect of our lives, both now and forever.  And 
Jesus says this is true even when it means taking up our cross and following Him to death.  
That’s the “along with persecutions” bit.  But even this isn’t a sacrifice.  If you follow Jesus, 
there is no sacrifice.  It’s only a win.  That’s what Jesus believes. 
… 
So rich friends, and those who think you are poor, having money isn’t evil unless it’ in the 
center.  But don’t kid yourself, it’s a slippery one.  It’s deceptive.  And it tricks us into thinking 
it’s not there.  So kill it by giving it away.  This is how we get it out of the center.   
 
And this is why we give in church.  It’s not because Jesus needs our money.  He doesn’t.  He’s 
already got everything.  But He calls us to give because He knows that it is only by following Him 
and laying down our lives, crucifying that which seeks the center, that we are able to escape.  
And this isn’t a side thing in Christianity, this is the Gospel. 
… 
You see the good news is that a Rich Young Man didn’t hoard His wealth but gave it up.  He sold 
all that He had and gave it to the poor.  And Jesus is that rich man.  And on the cross He gave up 
His wealth and comfort and status.  He gave up more than any of us will ever have.  He gave up 
houses and land and even His Father.  And He did it in order to give it all to us as an inheritance 
and a community: brothers, sisters, children, and a Father.   
 
And on the cross Jesus looked at you and loved you like He loved the man in our text.  And then 
He gave up all that He had so that you could have true treasure and infinite wealth.   
 
Do you see how radical this is?  Do you see how much Jesus loves you?  Do you see that He’s 
worthy of our worship?  So friends, rich and poor, center your life around the Son – do 
everything to make sure you are centered on the Son.  If you will then Jesus’ promise is that you 
will gain what is truly valuable both in this life and in the one to come.   


