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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

14531 Old Olga Road S.E.  
Ft Myers, FL 33905 

 Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 
Sunday School & Bible Class: 11:30 AM 

Church Office: (239) 694-3878 
bethlehemlutheranfortmyers.org 
E-Mail: bethlehemlc@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Karl P. Glander, Pastor 

Pastor’s Cell Phone: (239) 293-1489 
Pastor’s E-Mail Address: 

pastorkarlglander@gmail.com 
 Linda Kirsch, Church Secretary 

 
Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes one such child in 
my name welcomes me.” (Mark 9:37) Many places 
in the world and in our own communities have 
children in need. Think or talk about children who 
are in need of food, clothing, and shelter. Keep 
them in your prayers. Is there a way you can help 
and support children in need or an organization 
that works with them?  
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The International Day of Peace is observed each 
year on September 21st. It was established by the 
United Nations General Assembly in 1981. The 
Bible reading for Tuesday this week is from James 
3. “And a harvest of righteousness is sown in 
peace for those who make peace.” (v. 18)  
Think or talk about what it takes to make peace. 
Then write a list of situations or places that are in 
need of peace. Light a candle as you pray for each 
one on your list. Then pray: Lord Jesus, Prince 
of Peace, please bring your peace to 
____________. Amen. 

IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN WORSHIP 
WITH US TODAY!  

Here at Bethlehem Lutheran, we believe in the 
teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and the 
apostles and strive to live our lives in accord with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are all fellow 
sinners who live together in the mercy and grace 
of Jesus. Jesus is the heart and center of all that 
we say and do as we serve Him and live in 
Christian love with one another.  
If you would like to learn more about this church, 
or are looking for a church family, please talk to 
our pastor or one of the ushers or elders. They 
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would be happy to talk with you! Regardless of 
whether you join or not, we welcome you and your 
family to worship with us any time! Please sign our 
guest register in the lobby and fill out the 
Communication Card in the bulletin and place in 
the offering plate in the Narthex. Please include 
your local contact information and email. 
Members, please fill in your name for attendance. 
Thank you! 
Should you have something we could privately 
pray about for you this week, we invite you to let 
our pastor or one of our members know so we can 
seek the Lord’s face together.  
Come visit us again sometime soon and may the 
Lord richly bless you! 

ATTENDING COMMUNION AT 
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN  
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives 
into our mouths not only bread and wine but his 
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union 
with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to 
his table those who trust his words, repent of all 
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sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love 
as he forgives and loves us, that they may show 
forth his death until he comes.  
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body 
and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 
because Holy Communion is a confession of faith 
which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 
yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 
differing from that of Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
LCMS and yet desire to receive the sacrament, 
are invited to speak with Pastor Karl Glander. 
 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   

September 19, 2021 
 

PRELUDE   
T ORDER OF WORSHIP T 

 
HYMN OF INVOCATION 
 

973 THY WORD IS A LAMP 
 

ref Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path. 
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Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path. 

 
1 When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, 

Still You’re there right beside me. 
And nothing will I fear as long as You are near. 
Please be near me to the end. Refrain 

 
ref Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path. 

 
2 I will not forget Your love for me, and yet 

My heart forever is wandering. 
Jesus, be my guide and hold me to Your side; 
And I will love You to the end. Refrain 

 
(Please rise) 

 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is 

faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are 

by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 
die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
(Please be seated) 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 

INTROIT                                                   Psalm 54 
The LORD Upholds My Life 

P O God, save me, by your name, 
 and vindicate me by your might. 

 
C O God, hear my prayer; 
 give ear to the words of my mouth. 

 
P For strangers have risen against me; 
 ruthless men seek my life; 
 they do not set God before themselves. 
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C Behold, God is my helper; 
 the Lord is the upholder of my life. 

 
P He will return the evil to my enemies; 
 in your faithfulness put an end to them. 

 

C With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you; 
 I will give thanks to your name, O LORD, for it 
is good. 

 
P For he has delivered me from every trouble, 
 and my eye has looked in triumph on my 
enemies. 

(Please rise) 
KYRIE 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation 

let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-
being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here 

their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
♫THIS IS THE FEAST♫ 
C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and 
honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
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This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in 
the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God 
and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His 
reign. Alleluia. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, whose strength is made perfect in 
weakness, grant us humility and childlike faith 
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that we may please You in both will and deed; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING          

Jeremiah 11:18–20 
18The LORD made it known to me and I knew; 
 then you showed me their deeds. 
19But I was like a gentle lamb 
 led to the slaughter. 
I did not know it was against me 
 they devised schemes, saying, 
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, 
 let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
 that his name be remembered no more.” 
20But, O LORD of hosts, who judges righteously, 
 who tests the heart and the mind, 
let me see your vengeance upon them, 
 for to you have I committed my cause. 
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L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                                    James 3:13—4:10 
Wisdom from Above 
 13Who is wise and understanding among you? By 
his good conduct let him show his works in the 
meekness of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter 
jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not 
boast and be false to the truth. 15This is not the 
wisdom that comes down from above, but is 
earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16For where jealousy 
and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder 
and every vile practice. 17But the wisdom from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to 
reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and 
sincere. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown 
in peace by those who make peace. 

Warning Against Worldliness 
 1What causes quarrels and what causes fights 
among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at 
war within you? 2You desire and do not have, so 
you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you 
fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you 
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do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 
4You adulterous people! Do you not know that 
friendship with the world is enmity with God? 
Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the 
world makes himself an enemy of God. 5Or do you 
suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, 
“He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has 
made to dwell in us”? 6But he gives more grace. 
Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but 
gives grace to the humble.” 7Submit yourselves 
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you. 8Draw near to God, and he will draw 
near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and 
purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9Be 
wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter 
be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 
10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will 
exalt you. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please rise) 
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♫ALLELUIA AND VERSE♫ 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                Mark 9:30–37 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 

ninth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
Jesus Again Foretells Death, Resurrection 
 30[The disciples] went on from there and passed 
through Galilee. And [Jesus] did not want anyone 
to know, 31for he was teaching his disciples, 
saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be 
delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill 
him. And when he is killed, after three days he will 
rise.” 32But they did not understand the saying, 
and were afraid to ask him. 

Who Is the Greatest? 
 33And they came to Capernaum. And when he 
was in the house he asked them, “What were you 
discussing on the way?” 34But they kept silent, for 
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on the way they had argued with one another 
about who was the greatest. 35And he sat down 
and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If 
anyone would be first, he must be last of all and 
servant of all.” 36And he took a child and put him in 
the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he 
said to them, 37“Whoever receives one such child 
in my name receives me, and whoever receives 
me, receives not me but him who sent me.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
 
851 LORD OF GLORY, YOU HAVE BOUGHT US 

 
1 Lord of glory, You have bought us 

    With Your lifeblood as the price, 
Never grudging for the lost ones 
    That tremendous sacrifice; 
And with that have freely given 
    Blessings countless as the sand 
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To the_unthankful and the evil 
    With Your own unsparing hand. 

 
2 Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You 

    Gladly, freely of Your own. 
With the sunshine of Your goodness 
    Melt our thankless hearts of stone 
Till our cold and selfish natures, 
    Warmed by You, at length believe 
That more happy and more blessèd 
    ’Tis to give than to receive. 

 
3 Wondrous honor You have given 

    To our humblest charity 
In Your own mysterious sentence, 
    “You have done it all to Me.” 
Can it be, O gracious Master, 
    That You deign for alms to sue, 
Saying by Your poor and needy, 
    “Give as I have giv’n to you”? 

 
4 Lord of glory, You have bought us 

    With Your lifeblood as the price, 
Never grudging for the lost ones 
    That tremendous sacrifice. 
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Give us faith to trust You boldly, 
    Hope, to stay our souls on You; 
But, oh, best of all Your graces, 
    With Your love our love renew. 

 
SERMON         

“Sin’s war and God’s Peace “ 
 . . . Pastor Karl 

 
(Please rise) 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
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     and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
P   Lord, in Your mercy 
C   Hear our prayer. 

 
OFFERING 
 
♫OFFERTORY RESPONSE♫ 
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805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL 

BLESSINGS FLOW 
 

(please rise) 
D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen. 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 



20 
 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love 
for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by 
taking on the form of a servant, becoming 
obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. 
Risen from the dead, He has freed us from 
eternal death and given us life everlasting. 
Therefore, with angels and archangels and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 
♫SANCTUS♫ 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and 

might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for 

You have had mercy on those whom You 
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created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 
repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 
of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of 
Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His 
blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of 
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which has no end. Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, 
O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 COMMUNION HYMN 
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618 I COME, O SAVIOR, TO THY TABLE   
(Verses 1,3 and 5) 

 
1 I come, O Savior, to Thy Table, 
For weak and weary is my soul; 
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able 
To satisfy and make me whole: (Refrain) 
 
REFRAIN: 
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 
Be for my soul the highest good! 
 
3 Unworthy though I am, O Savior, 
Because I have a sinful heart, 
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never 
For Thou my faithful Shepherd art! (Refrain) 
 
5 What higher gift can we inherit? 
It is faith’s bond and solid base; 
It is the strength of heart and spirit, 
The covenant of hope and grace. (Refrain) 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He 

was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 
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given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after 
supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 
this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 
DISTRIBUTION  
(This is where congregation will take communion) 

 
♫THANK THE LORD♫ 
C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell 
ev’ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly 
bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people 
forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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♫LORD’S PRAYER♫ 
 
Our Father who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth  

as it is in heaven;  
give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom  
and the power and the glory  
Forever. Amen. 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
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we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
 

809 GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS 
 

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
    There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail 
not; 
    As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. 
Refrain 

 
ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy 

faithfulness! 
    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 



26 
 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
    Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
    To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 
Refrain 

 
ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy 

faithfulness! 
    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

    Thine own dear presence to cheer and to 
guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
    Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
Refrain 

 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give 
you peace. 
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C Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE 
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        Serving the Lord with Gladness 
 

Rev. Karl P. Glander 
Organist: Holly Bell 

Elder: Paul Rugenstein 
Altar Guild: Pam Rugenstein, Betty Willis 

Ushers: Paul Rugenstein  
Reader: Bob Jurs 

Acolyte: Jase Albert 
 

 The Flowers at our altar this morning were 

given to the Glory of God by Bethlehem 

Lutheran 
 

Birthday Greetings!!  
9/20:Sharon Goers, 9/21:Tom Harder, 

9/22: Steve Williams, 9/25: Barbara Bulmahn 
 
Anniversary Greetings!! 
9/19: Dianne & Mike Pfaff 
 

Refreshments were provided by the  
Colonel. Thank you! 
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Stewardship & Attendance 
Monthly Giving              Weekly Attendance 
Offerings:  $5944       Worship Service – 34  
Expenses: $10586       Bible Class – 12 
 

Air Conditioning Fund: 
Air Conditioning Fund: The air conditioning 

units for the sanctuary were installed about 15 
years ago. They have required more frequent 
maintenance and repair in the last year. We have 
begun raising funds to replace these units. The 
estimated replacement cost is approximately 
$25,000.  We have raised $12,500. so far. Please 
label your donations as “A/C Fund “. 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS WILL SUNDAY ~ 
TODAY, at 11:30 a.m. 

 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ~ SEPTEMBER 
22, 2021, at 10:30 a.m.  
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LOOKING AHEAD 
 

SUNDAY ~ SEPTEMBER 26, 2021 
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 

 
ADULT BIBLE CLASS WILL SUNDAY ~ 
SEPTEMBER 26, 2021, at 11:30 a.m. 

 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ~ SEPTEMBER 
29, 2021, at 10:30 a.m. 

 
 

LIFE CHAIN 2021 
Event Date: Sunday, October 3, 2021 Event 

Time: 2:00 3:30 pm Delprado and Cape Coral 
Parkway, for more information you can contact: 
Jean at 716-940-5162 

 
Ladies Guild Meeting 
Monday Oct 4th, 1:00 PM 
All ladies invited! Much planning to 

do for LWML  
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
sending the Gospel to the ends of the 
earth - we are building shoeboxes 

again this year. Boxes and instructions are 
available at church, online at 
Samaritanspurse.org, or even Hobby Lobby.  
National collection week is Nov. 15-22. If you'd like 
to build a box online, please visit 
samaritanspurse.org/buildonline.  Each box 
requires $9.00 shipping and handling, but don’t let 
that deter you as LWML is covering that cost 
whenever needed. Please contact Terri Gerlach 
with any questions. 239-243-8733. 
 

Flower Calendar: The 2021 Flower Chart is 
up in the narthex. The flowers decorating the 
chancel at Bethlehem are placed there as an 
act of worship and devotion to glorify God. 

They are also, an expression of the beauty and 
goodness of God. Members of the congregation 
may donate altar flowers as an expression of 
thanksgiving to God, in remembrance of departed 
loved one, on the occasion of a special event, 
such as a baptism, birthday, wedding anniversary, 
or simply to praise God. If you wish to donate 
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flowers for use on the chancel, the cost is $40.00 
for two vases, if you would like to just purchase 1 
vase at $20.00 that’s okay, but please put up there 
1 vase and someone can sign up with you for the 
other. It is also tax deductible. Please place 
money in an envelope marked flowers in the 
offering basket. 
 
Prayer Chain: Life presents challenges to all of 
us, but sometimes those challenges can feel like 
it’s just too much. If you are experiencing 
situations, whether physical, emotional, or 
spiritual, you may give your prayer requests to 
Linda Kirsch 239-693-5026 or e-mail: 
jlkirsch3@comcast.net or call or email Linda if you 
would like to become a part of our Prayer chain. 
“Hear my prayer, O Lord; listen to my cry for 
mercy.” 
 
 

Bertha Bos 
Frederick Dreischerf 
Vi Hacker 

 
 


