
Creation Season 3:  
 
A Story and Art response  
Rev. Sharon Smith  

First Reading: Angela of Foligno (1248-1309) 

Immediately, the eyes of my soul were opened, and in a vision I saw God’s wholeness 
and the wholeness of creation. In the sea, and also in everything beyond the sea in 
outer space, I saw nothing but God’s power and God’s presence. It was totally 
indescribable. My soul was overcome with wonder at everything. 
 
I shouted, “The world is pregnant with God!” That’s when I understood how small 
creation is when the enormity of God is considered. God’s power fills the sea and 
everything beyond it. 
 
Second Reading: The Gospel of Mark 9:30-37  
 

They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know 
it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, "The Son of Man is to be betrayed 
into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise 
again." 
But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.  
Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, "What 
were you arguing about on the way?" But they were silent, for on the way they had 
argued with one another who was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and 
said to them, "Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all." Then he 
took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 
"Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes 
me welcomes not me but the one who sent me." 
 
 
Drawing One: 
 
In our every deliberation, we must consider the impact of our decisions on the next 
seven generations. Taking a long view of time.  
 
The Seventh Generation Principle is based on an ancient Haudenosaunee (Iroquois)* 
philosophy that the decisions we make today should result in a sustainable world seven 
generations into the future. 
 
Drawing Two:  
A popular concept these days – seen on billboards and dishwashing soap.  
But it is easier said than done. For when we truly practice this, we have to give up 
something.  



Perhaps the thing we fear most,  
 
The fear that we will become obsolete.   
 
Something that Jesus’ disciples couldn’t quite grasp.  
For even as Jesus spoke about his surrender to death,  
These first followers were focused on their greatness.  
 
Jesus presented a very different outlook on life. One of giving away power, one of 
dying to a life that focused only the self - and he modeled one of listening.  
 
Especially listening to those who are considered by society to be the least able to 
provide solutions.  
 
Drawing Three:   
Welcome with me, a child – who is a modern-day prophet.  
 
A child, who was shy and led a quiet life with her dog Roxy.  
A child who felt invisible.  
Because she lived with Asperger’s syndrome, a neurological disorder where people have 
difficulty with social interaction, engage in repetitive behavior, and often are focused on 
one thing, and can’t let it go. 
 
When she was only 8 years old, when she sat in class and her teacher told the class 
that the planet’s climate was irreversibly changing. All the other students listened like 
she did, but as they moved on through the school day, they thought about other things.  
 
Not this child, she was horrified. She couldn’t believe that no one was worried about it.  
Why was this not headline news every day?  
How could we know that pollution was part of the problem and still pollute the waters 
with plastics? 
How could we know that fossil fuels contributed to the issue and we still travel by air 
and use cars every day? 
 
She was so focused and so concerned, that she stopped talking, reading and eating. 
She was in despair. She was treated for depression.  
 
But it was only when she was a little older, could she begin to articulate to her parents 
what she was really thinking about. And she encouraged them to take action in small 
but important ways. Reducing their air travel, recycling, riding bicycles, eating a plant 
based diet. 
 
This young girl in 2018, during the heat waves in Scandinavia, that led to a rise in 
wildfires – sound familiar?  



Started a school strike to protest the lack of attention being given to the environment.  
She was 15.  
She walked out alone on the first day. With a sign that read: ‘School Strike for the 
Climate’ and later ‘Our house is on Fire’.  
 
By day 8 there was an overwhelming response from children across Sweden.  
And the government was paying attention. 
 
Greta Thunberg. 
 
The most unlikely messenger.  
 
Young child, you are welcome here.  
We welcome your message here.  
 
Amen  
 
 
 
 
 


