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Proper 15B - August 15, 2021, St. Anne’s 

1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14; Ephesians 5:15-20; John 6:51-58 

 

Who do you know who you think of as ‘wise’?  Who would come to mind if 

you were looking for wisdom? I have to say, I don’t personally know very 

many people who I would think of as ‘wise’.  Caring, dedicated, intelligent – 

sure.  But wise…. 

Wisdom is a major theme in today’s readings but wisdom is something we 

don’t talk about much these days. As one observer notes, we are in a "wisdom 

famine."  People want to be rich, popular, beautiful, right… in control. But for 

most people today wisdom is just not on their radar screens.  Knowledge and 

technical skill have largely replaced insight and wisdom as something to strive 

for. And knowledge is there for the taking.  There’s never been a time in the 

history of humanity when so many people have had so much access to so much 

information - on just about any subject you could possibly want to know about.  

And some you probably have absolutely no interest in knowing about.   It’s like 

trying to drink water from a fire hose - information overwhelms and numbs us. 

But mostly we aren’t any wiser for all that information at our finger tips.  We 

know a lot about the ‘hows’ of the world but not so much about the ‘whys’. 

And as we look around us at what is happening in the world it is becoming 

more and more evident that knowledge without wisdom is dangerous. 

 

In our first reading we hear part of the story of the ascension of Solomon to his 

father David’s throne. Solomon, like his father before him, is a complex 

character and his succession was marked by court intrigue and competition 

between rival factions. And, although, like his father David, Solomon is 

definitely not without major flaws, he’s remembered as an icon of wisdom – 

largely because of stories like today’s. 
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Today’s reading tells of a dream Solomon has at the start of his reign in which 

he asks God for wisdom.  In his day, being a king meant having absolute power 

and huge wealth.  Which sadly usually resulted in oppression and cruelty –

which, unfortunately Solomon did eventually succumb to and abuse. But here 

at the start of his reign, the young Solomon is presented as a humble man who 

realizes that he isn’t adequate for the task of leadership and so he doesn’t ask 

for power or control, but wisdom.  Literally in Hebrew he asks for "a listening 

heart" in order to judge God's people, and "to discern between good and evil." 

That’s why "the Lord was pleased" with Solomon’s choice. It shows a proper 

ordering of priorities. God doesn’t call us to achieve success, to be prosperous, 

or famous or well thought of. God calls us to choose to live a life of integrity 

and commitment to the values that God values.  God calls us to do our best to 

live wisely. 

 

If you look it up, wisdom is defined as the ability to discern inner qualities and 

relationships – being wise means having insight, good sense and good 

judgment.  In the biblical tradition "Wisdom" has to do in large part with what 

Solomon requests: the ability to discern good and evil, the ability to listen well, 

and to judge rightly. In the bible, wisdom is understood as a gift from God 

given to those who faithfully seek it - but it is not to be sought simply for 

personal gain. Because wisdom is intrinsically tied to our life in community. 

One of the important distinctions between intelligence (which our technological 

world values highly) and wisdom, is that wisdom always involves relationship.  

It’s an ethical and emotional capacity, so wisdom in the Bible is much closer to 

what today we call ‘emotional intelligence’ than IQ.  
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But all that begs the question – how does one become wise?  We often think 

wisdom comes with age.  And it’s true that life experience makes wisdom 

easier - but wisdom clearly doesn’t come automatically with age.  There are a 

few people who are wise even in their youth.  And I’m certain we all know 

people who are chronologically old but not in the least wise.  Experience and 

insight are related to wisdom and are part of it, but they aren’t wisdom itself. 

Nor is wisdom just ethical and moral instruction.  It’s more than just knowing 

the rules for being a good person – like, be nice to people, use your resources 

responsibly and so on – helpful as those are.  Wisdom is greater than any of 

these.  Wisdom is the gift of living fully in the present, and learning what is 

needed for a just and fair world so we can respond with integrity to whatever 

the future brings.  Wisdom, in other words, is not a passive virtue—it’s not just 

something we soak up if we live long enough. We have to work at getting wiser 

or we’ll live a very shallow life  

 

As Joan Chichester writes: “Wisdom is not life lived wrapped in marshmallow 

and indifferent to the reality within us, the Scriptures imply. Wisdom is not the 

fine art of serene oblivion. Wisdom is life peeled and cored, it is attention and 

consciousness lived to the hilt—“No crooked talk, no wily ways”.  So, we 

might say, with wisdom comes the obligation to deal with life head on, head 

up, with open eyes and honest heart and courageous conviction. Scripture says 

in so many words: that wisdom is about truth, duty, justice.” 

 

Our reading from Ephesians is a call to wisdom.  It invites us to focus on the 

ability to discern the Spirit of God so we can respond to the Spirit through the 

actions of our lives.  Wisdom is needed to discern when it’s the Holy Spirit 
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leading us and when we’re falling prey to self-interest or worldly values, or 

whatever.   

For example, we need wisdom in our use of time.  We don’t normally think of 

time as sacred. But time is God given.  And God doesn’t desire that we spend 

our time simply rushing from one task to the next without attending to our 

spiritual needs, and our relationships with both our fellow creatures in this 

world, and with God.  God wants us to use the time we are gifted with ‘wisely’ 

so that our life, and the lives of all those we interact with, are part of the 

unfolding of God’s blessings for all creation. 

 

We live in the midst of a sea of data. It’s easy for information to be fast, loud, 

superficial and ultimately numbing. But wisdom is slower, deeper, lasting, 

more elusive. So, one way to begin to find our way toward wisdom is by 

stepping out of the data smog we live in - by regularly fasting from TV, 

computer, cell phone and calendar long enough to ….have a meaningful 

conversation, read a book, pray, immerse yourself in nature, or simply sit still 

and reflect.   Life is a process– and it’s wisdom that leads us along the way.   

 

A disciple asked: “Holy One, what is the difference between knowledge and 

wisdom?” And the Holy One answered: “When you have knowledge, you use a 

torch to show the way. When you are wise, you become the torch.”  May each 

of us, as we follow God down the winding paths of life, become a torch of 

wisdom for others. 


