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elcome to Cloverdale United Church!  As we say at nearly every 
worship service, “No matter who you are, or where you are on 
life’s journey God welcomes you… and so do we.”  We take these 

words seriously.  We strive to be a community as diverse and hospitable as 
God’s kingdom. We don’t all look or act alike; God knows we don’t all think 
alike. We don’t all read the Bible the same way. We come from different 
religious backgrounds, we bring different questions, and we carry different 
burdens. But every Sunday, we gather and worship God together as one.  

 In this lovely old church, we do Sunday morning in some fairly 
traditional ways. We study the teachings and the actions of Jesus.  We 
gather around the waters of grace and the feast table of Christ, just as 
Christians have done for nearly two thousand years.  Some of the songs we 
sing (certainly not all of them, though) are ones our grandparents might also 
have sung in their day.  And yet, amidst rituals and rites rooting us in a deep 
heritage, we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world and we listen 
for God’s Spirit still speaking into our lives today.  We hope your heart will 
hear something personal and relevant this morning—a word of comfort, a 
spur to action, a call to a deeper relationship with God.   
 After the service, please stick around.  Have a cup of coffee or a bite to 
eat with us. Introduce yourself to other worshippers or our pastor. There 
are plenty of opportunities here to feed your soul and expand your spirit. 
Try one out. You never know—you just might be home! 
 

Children are welcome at all services!  It is important for families to 
worship together.  Don’t feel your child must be absolutely quiet or still, for 
we are glad to have children—and all their wiggles, giggles, and squiggles—
as part of our community and worship life!  After all… as an old saying goes, 
“faith is caught, not taught!”  
 

 Washrooms can be found just outside the sanctuary through the door  
 at the front right of the space (the northeast corner of the room). 
 

 Thank you for silencing cell phones and other devices, and for refraining  
 from flash photography. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion:  
All are welcome, including children, to 
share in the feast at Christ’s table.  We 
typically celebrate Communion during 
on the first Sunday of each month, as 
well as on certain other holy days.    
 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism:  We 
gladly offer the sign and seal of God’s 
grace in the waters of baptism, both to 
children and adults of any age.  For more 
information, contact the minister. 

The language of worship is rich and 
diverse, and yet always inadequate to 
express the fullness of the divine.  In 
our worship, we strive to use inclusive 
language for humanity and expansive 
imagery for the divine, while respecting 
the poetry and imagery of texts handed 
down to us from the ages.  Honouring 
our diversity, in those places where we 
speak or sing together, worshippers 
may use language with which they are 
comfortable or familiar.
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The 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
“The humility of Christ is not the moderation of keeping one’s exact place in the scale of 
being, but rather that of absolute dependence on God and absolute trust in him, with the 
consequent ability to move mountains.  The secret of the meekness and the gentleness of 
Christ lies in his relation to God.” 

— H. Richard Niebuhr     
 

As you are able, whether in body or in spirit, please rise for those parts marked with an asterisk ‘*’ 
 

Please remember to silence cell phones and other devices, and be mindful of those 
who wish to use the prelude as a time of prayer, meditation, and preparation for worship. 

 

 

GATHERING  모임 
The Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
Prelude  전주    Emma Rui-Xuan Shi 
 
Greeting  인사    The Rev. Matthew Emery 
 One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle  예배 초 점화 Jiyu Kim 
 
Call to Worship  예배로 부름   
 One: When the world around us seems to be shaking, 
 Many: God’s love is our foothold, which shall not be moved. 
 One: When the life within us is dry and parched, 
 Many: God’s word is our wellspring, our fount of living water. 
 One: Let us worship the One who offers us wisdom 
 Many: and teaches us how to serve. 
 
* Hymn  찬송 — “Praise God for This Holy Ground” More Voices #42 
 
* Prayer of the Day  오늘의 기도  
 Many: O God of all:  

 You draw near,  
 you come to our level,  
 Your nature is revealed in lordship laid aside. 
Give us grace to welcome you  
in the one who tests the bounds of our community: 
 the child, 
 the outcast, 
 the one who comes with no power 
 except that of completely remaking our hearts; 
through Jesus Christ, the one who will be betrayed. 
Amen. 
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* The Peace  평화의 인사 
 One: The peace of Christ be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
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Words of Welcome & News from Our Life Together  교회소식 

 
WORD  말씀 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 
Gathering Time  어린이 설교  Sarah Zezchuk 
 
* Hymn  찬송 — “Jesus Loves Me”  Voices United #365, vss. 1 & 2 
  
First Reading  성경봉독 — Jeremiah 11:18-20 pew bibles OT p. 713 

Today’s reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced 
God’s word to Judah but was met with intense opposition and persecution.  
Jeremiah continues to trust in God in the midst of his suffering. 

 

   after the reading: 
 One: Word of God, Word of Life. 
 Many: Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading  성서봉독 — Mark 9:30-37 pew bibles NT p. 45 

Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is 
seduced by the world’s definition of greatness:  prestige, power, influence, and 
money.  The antidote to such a concern for greatness is servanthood. 

 

 IN ENGLISH        IN KOREAN 
 after the reading:       after the reading: 
 One: Word of God, Word of Life.  One: 아멘 (Amen). 
 Many: Thanks be to God.    Many:  아멘 (Amen). 
 
Sermon  설교 — “On Being Last” 
 

 a time of quiet follows the sermon 
 
* Hymn  찬송 — “Like a Mother Who Has Borne Us” this bulletin pg. 7 
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RESPONSE  응답 
We begin our lives of responding to the gospel, in prayer and offering 

 
Responding with our Gifts  봉헌  
 

Give online!  Scan the QR Code → to be taken to online giving. 
 

An Offering Thought: 
Each time we welcome and share with any of God’s children, we 
welcome Christ in our midst. 

 

During the offertory, those worshipping via Zoom livestream are welcome to submit prayer 
requests—thanksgivings and intercessions, joys and concerns—in the Zoom “chat” feature. 

 
 OFFERTORY MUSIC — “If You Love Me” by Joel Raney The Choir 
 

My peace I give you, my peace I leave with you, and I will comfort you in times of trouble. 
And if you love me, if you Iove me, if you love me keep my commands.  
Though I may leave you, I will return, I’ll go prepare a place beside me,  
And if you love me, if you love me, if you love me keep my commands.  

Because I live, you too, shall live. I bring you peace that the world cannot give. 
My peace I give you, my peace I leave with you, and I will comfort you in times of trouble.  

And if you love me, if you love me, if you love me keep my commands, if you love me. 
 

 * PRESENTING OUR GIFTS  경배 찬양:  The Doxology OLD HUNDREDTH 
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 * PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  감사기도 
 Many: We thank you for the riches you shower on us each day, O Lord, 

and we witness the marvellous goodness that comes from you.  
Transform these gifts into signs of welcome for all who are 
touched by their use.  And transform us into people who bless 
others throughout each day; in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People, ending with The Lord’s Prayer  회중기도와 주기도 
 Many: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done  
 on earth as it is in Heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
for Thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
SENDING  파송 

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 
 
* Hymn  찬송 — “We Are Pilgrims (The Servant Song)” Voices United #595 
 
* Charge and Benediction  파송과 축도 
 

 * RESPONSE  파송 찬양 — “I Am Walking a Path of Peace” More Voices #221 

 

 



 

Page 7 
 

 
 

* Additional verse:  “of love” 
 
* Postlude  후주   Emma Rui-Xuan Shi 
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Be Our Guest!  Come on down to the Lower Hall for coffee or tea or 
another beverage, a bite to eat, and a chat! Access to the Lower Hall is 
down the stairs outside the door at the front right of the sanctuary or via 
the elevator at the front left of the sanctuary.  Follow the crowds on 
down, or ask an usher to guide you… We look forward to seeing you! 

 
 

Life at Cloverdale United Church 
 

Worship 

Many thanks to today’s … 
 ushers/greeters:  Christine Stueckel 
 digital ushers:  Jamie Brown, Doug Sowerby 
 readers:  Lilly Flather, Dongsu Kim 
 fellowship time hosts:   (not available at time of printing) 
Acknowledgements: 
• Cover art from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 
• Call to Worship from Call to Worship: Liturgy, Music, Preaching, and the Arts, vol. 54.1 – “Lectionary Aids 2020-21, Year B”, 

©2020 Office of Theology and Worship, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
• Prayer of the Day adapted by Matthew Emery from Steven Shakespeare, Prayers for an Inclusive Church, ©2009, pub. 

Canterbury Press, Norwich UK, and Church Publishing, New York. 
• Scripture introductions from Sundays and Seasons, Year B 2021, ©2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
• Hymn – “Like a Mother Who Has Borne Us”:  Text by Daniel Bechtel, 1986; ©1986 Daniel Bechtel.  Music by William P. 

Rowan, 1992; ©1993 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.  All rights reserved; ; used under OneLicense.net #A-606025.  Reprinted from 
The New Century Hymnal, ©1995 The Pilgrim Press. 

• Presenting our Gifts – “The Doxology”:  Words by Thomas Ken, 1695, 1709; public domain; alt.  Music from Genevan Psalter, 
1551; public domain. 

• Offertory Prayer of Thanksgiving from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, ed. Kimberly Bracken Long, Year B, vol. 2, 
©2015 Westminster John Knox Press; alt. 

• Benediction Response – “I Am Walking a Path of Peace”:  Text and music by Janet Bauman Tissandier, © Janet Bauman 
Tissandier; all rights reserved; used under OneLicense.net #A-606025. Reprinted from More Voices, ©2007 The United 
Church of Canada. 

Learn 

Children’s Church activities resuming:  We are 
excited to announce the relaunch of Children's 
Church during our Sunday Worship Service! 
During this season we will be hosting Children's 
Church every other week, so please mark the 
following dates on your calendar to come join in 
on the fun: September 19, October 3, October 17, 
and October 31. Children will be dismissed from 
the service following the Gathering Time, and will 
participate in age-appropriate activities in the 
Upper Hall. We will be following COVID protocols 
as well as our Children and Safety policy, please 

contact Sarah Z. (sarah@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca) if you have any questions. 
 Not only are we looking forward to seeing Children again, we are also looking 
for adult volunteers to safely welcome our friends back to Children's Church. If 
you would be interested in serving in this way, please contact Sarah. 

mailto:sarah@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
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Bible 101 Series Starting Soon:  Rev. Matt is excited to 
announce our next new adult faith formation 
opportunity, a 6-session series titled “Bible 101: Making 
Sense of Scripture.”  Drawing upon the book Making 
Sense of the Bible: Rediscovering the Power of Scripture 
Today by United Methodist pastor Adam Hamilton, the 
first half of the series takes an introductory look at just 
what the Bible actually is, an orientation to the basic 
storyline and content of the Old and New Testaments, 
and explorations of what the nature of scripture is—
that is, how is it that the Bible functions for us as part 
of our faith tradition.  In the second half of the series, 
we’ll take up sometimes “challenging” topics like 
science-and-the-Bible; violence, suffering, and other 
troubling issues; and sexuality & relationships.   
 The Bible 101 series will meet on six Wednesday evenings, October 6 to 
November 17 (no session on November 10), from 7:00 pm to around 8:15 or 8:30, in 
the Lounge.  Access to a copy of the above-named book by Adam Hamilton will be 
required; we’ll place an order for print copies through the local independent 
bookseller Black Bond Books / Book Warehouse, but the title is widely available if 
participants want to obtain their own, or if they want it for Kindle or other 
eReader.   
 In order to participate, please pre-register by going to the CUC church website 
or link directly at: https://www.cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca/news/bible-101-
making-sense-of-scripture (or, if you are unable to pre-register online, feel free to 
contact Rev. Matt directly at 604-574-5813 or matt@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca). 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study: The Tuesday Morning Bible Study meets 
Tuesdays beginning at 10:00 am, meeting in-person in the Lounge (lower level, at 
the bottom of the office entrance stairs). At the Tuesday Morning Bible Study, led 
most weeks by Rev. Matt, the group typically discusses the bible reading(s) 
featured in the coming Sunday’s worship service. All are welcome and invited; no 
previous knowledge or experience with Bible study required! 

Serve 

UPDATE – Cloverdale United Church’s United 
Church Women Frozen Apple Pie Project 2021: 
We hope to begin the apple pie bees on 
Wednesday, September 29, and Thursday, 
September 30, from 9 AM to 12 NOON if we get 
apples. 
         The most URGENT need is APPLES—many of 
you had contacts for free or inexpensive apples— 
please reach out to those contacts and ask if they 
can provide us with apples. We have enough pie 
plates and lard but still need donations of flour, 
sugar, cinnamon and cornstarch, also cash to 

https://www.cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca/news/bible-101-making-sense-of-scripture
https://www.cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca/news/bible-101-making-sense-of-scripture
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assist in purchasing what doesn’t get donated.  Thank you to those who have 
already made donations! 
 Order forms are available in the Narthex or from Tina T. or Lori P.  You may 
have also received, or will be receiving, a call from our awesome order takers:  Judy 
Cook, Joanne Brown, and Lorrie Brown. 
 All helpers are welcome at the pie making bees – young or old, men or women, 
experienced or not.  As with everything else in life these days, Covid has slowed 
this process as well.  Production may be reduced and orders will be filled as we are 
able – please be patient.   
 For questions or volunteer opportunities, contact:   
Lori Presunka (604-576-1496, lpresunka@gmail.com) and/or Tina Thomlinson 
(604-574-3341, thomlinson2@shaw.ca). 

Seeking Sunday Morning Servers: With our in-person worship services having 
resumed, we again invite you to consider taking part in one of our Sunday 
Morning Servers roles.  With usher-greeters, hosts for our time of conversation 
and refreshments after worship (a.k.a. "coffee hour"), and liturgists/readers, it 
takes a number of willing hearts to make everything happen on Sunday mornings.  
Each of these roles, though, is an easy and accessible way to get involved, 
supporting our church's mission and ministry and connecting with others around 
our community.  If you would like to participate, please our church office at 
office@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 

Digital Ushers:  We’re always on the lookout for additions to our cohort of 
“digital ushers,” the volunteers who operate our online streaming and PowerPoint 
projection systems for worship.  If you’re interested in learning more, contact Rev. 
Matt (604-574-5813 or matt@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca). 

Other news and notes 

Church Office News:  Our Office Administrator staff position is again vacant.  
During this time while we work to fill the position again, office coverage will be 
provided by a combination of Rev. Matt, Laurel Zulke, and Lori Presunka, as was 
the case through the middle portion of this summer. They will regularly monitor 
emails sent to the main office@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca address and voicemail 
messages received at the church's phone number. As always, if you have an urgent 
pastoral need, you can reach Rev. Matt on his cell phone at 604-445-0752. 
 During this interim period, please note that the church office may not be 
always open during all of the normal posted office hours; we encourage you to be 
in touch in advance if you need to ensure office or building access. 

Proof of Vaccination:  As announced in recent public health orders, from 13 
September 2021 proof of vaccination is required for most "discretionary" indoor 
activities in public settings around the province. All meetings, activities, and small 
group gatherings at a religious organization (other than worship services and 
recovery/12-step groups) fall into this classification according to the health orders.  
This means that proof of vaccination is required here at Cloverdale United Church 
for things such as committee meetings, fellowship gatherings, classes and other 

mailto:lpresunka@gmail.com
mailto:thomlinson2@shaw.ca
mailto:office@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
mailto:matt@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
mailto:office@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
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adult faith formation offerings, rehearsals of the choir 
and other music ensembles, and so forth (proof of 
vaccination is not required to attend worship).  As a 
church, we will be honouring and following these 
provisions of the new public health orders, not only 
because of the legal requirement but because of our 
Christian responsibility to love our neighbour and care 
for the "least of these".   If you have not yet been 
vaccinated, we strongly encourage you to do so as 
soon as possible. 

From the Wider Church 

Engage – A Love and Justice 
Gathering:  November 3 to 7, online.  
Save the Date! The Church in Mission 
Unit of The United Church of Canada 
invites you to celebrate and learn 
with us about the many love and justice ministries of our church. November 3 - 7, 
the unit is hosting ENGAGE! a love and justice gathering on Whova. Whova is an 
online event platform that can be used on your desktop, laptop, or mobile device. 
Once you register for the event, you’ll receive information about how to easily 
access our gathering. 
 We will gather to worship, learn, build community, and recognize who and 
whose we are. Join us to worship, build community, and learn together with 
global partners, communities of faith, networks, Canadian partners, and more! 
Throughout this five-day online event we will: 
 Engage deep spirituality 
 Engage daring justice 
 Engage courageous community  
 Engage bold discipleship 
 Engage hope 
For more information and to register, go to 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/the-united-church-of-
canada/events/engage-love-and-justice-ministries-of-the-united-church-of-
canada/  

You Are There Every Step of the Way – 
Jason’s Story:  There’s a saying: “You can’t 
understand another person’s experience until 
you’ve walked a mile in their shoes.” Today, 
there are 2,900 active and aspiring ministry 
personnel in The United Church of Canada, 
and you have travelled alongside them in their 
journey. Your gifts through Mission & Service support ministry students every 
step of the way by helping with education costs and providing financial support. 

The Rev. Jason Meyers, a new ordinand, didn’t grow up in the church. “It was 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/the-united-church-of-canada/events/engage-love-and-justice-ministries-of-the-united-church-of-canada/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/the-united-church-of-canada/events/engage-love-and-justice-ministries-of-the-united-church-of-canada/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/the-united-church-of-canada/events/engage-love-and-justice-ministries-of-the-united-church-of-canada/
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through a series of events that happened in my life, through brokenness and 
suffering and having the person of Jesus influence how my life was unfolding, that 
ministry became an option,” he explains. 

After his son was born, Jason couldn’t ignore the call to ministry he had felt 
for some time. “After Isaiah was baptized, our minister asked me to write Isaiah a 
letter that he would read when Isaiah is confirmed as a teenager. I started to write 
things like ‘Isaiah, I want you to follow your dreams and follow what God is 
calling you to do in your life.’ I realized that I wasn’t doing that in my own life.” 

The day after writing the letter to his son, Jason walked to a theological 
college to learn more about ministry education. 

A few years later, Jason was heading off on another walk, this time to his 
ordination ceremony. The journey started at Emmanuel College in Toronto and 
ended in Barrie, Ontario, a two-week, 225-kilometre-long spiritual pilgrimage. As 
he walked, Jason reflected on his journey with God and prepared himself 
spiritually for ordination and ministry. 

That was in 2019. Since then, what has surprised Jason most about ministry is 
his expanding capacity to love. “I thought that when my kids were born, that was 
kind of the size my heart would be, but I’ve come to love the church, the people, 
and the vocation of ministry more deeply than I ever imagined. I’m so thankful 
that Jesus reached into my life and invited me on this journey with him,” he says. 

And what would Jason say to those whose generosity has supported his 
journey to ordination through Mission & Service? 

“I’d say it’s worth it. The church is alive and vibrant, and it’s worth investing 
in. The leaders are working hard and are bringing the best of themselves into the 
ministry, into the church, and into the world.” 

Please give a gift through Mission & Service. Through your gifts, you show you care 
about quality ministry leadership. Thanks to your generosity, love is there, training and 
supporting leaders every step of the way. 

We are a welcoming, historic, and progressive Christian community, reaching out from 
the historic heart of Surrey at Cloverdale since 1875.  We seek to thrive in faith through 
relationship with God, one another, and the community.... to serve others as Jesus would. 
 

CLOVERDALE UNITED CHURCH 
17575 58A Ave., Surrey, BC V3S 1N1 | 604.574.5813 | cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 

 

 Ministers All of the Congregation 
 

 Lead Minister Rev. Matthew Emery – matt@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca  
 Intercultural Ministry Coordinator Chohee Won – chohee@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 Director of Music Ministries Dr. Emma Rui-Xuan Shi – emma@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 Interim Children & Youth Leader Sarah Zezchuk – sarah@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 Children & Youth Leader Robyn Garland (on maternity leave) 
 Office Administrator (vacant) – office@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
  

 Church Council Chair Doug Sowerby – doug@dsowerby.com 


