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Reflection for 12 September 2021—Ancient Wisdom still calls 

Proverbs 1: 20-33 The call of Wisdom; Psalm 19; James 3:1–12 Taming the Tongue 

Rev. Dr. Barbara Fullerton, East Plains United Church, Burlington 
 

It’s rare for me to preach on texts like the ones we heard this morning. I am a story-

person and a Jesus-follower, so the Synoptic gospels are my favourite preaching texts.  

 

Normally, I would not have looked twice at the reading in Proverbs. However, I 

remember preaching on it when I began my ministry at St. Paul’s United Church in 

Paris and I remember that several people talked about that sermon for days, especially 

the women. Too bad I was not able to locate the sermon for some thoughts for this 

one! But that memory motivated me to look at that first chapter in Proverbs, 

supposedly a book influenced, if not partially written by, the wise King Solomon, 

David’s son.  

 

Several things caught my attention. One is what sparked my imagination when I first 

preached on this passage: the personification of Wisdom as feminine. She is 

characterized in scripture as having been with God from the beginning. Much as the 

gospel writer John depicts Jesus as the Word that was with God from the beginning. 

Wisdom and Word, with God since before Creation—is it a depiction of the Trinity? 

Possibly. Some equate Wisdom with the Word, aspects of the cosmic Christ. Others 

relate Wisdom with the Holy Spirit. Either way, part of the relational mix of the Trinity. 

 

The word Wisdom in ancient Koinē Greek is Sophia (σοφία), 

a feminine name, my paternal Grandmother’s middle name in 

fact. Wikipedia reports that Sophia is a central concept 

in Hellenistic philosophy and religion, Platonism, Gnosticism, 

and Christian theology.i All true, but they forgot its presence 

in Jewish tradition, as evidenced in the Hebrew scripture book 

of Proverbs.ii  
 

The new thing that caught my attention was how true the 

words of this first chapter of Proverbs ring in this pandemic 

time. Wisdom cries out on the busiest street corner: “How 

long will scoffers delight in their scoffing and fools hate 

knowledge?” (Verse 22) It could be made into a meme for a 

social media post. 
 

The availability of information and a plethora of opinions on the internet has made 

“experts” of anti-vaccination computer users who think their conclusions are more valid 

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%CF%83%CE%BF%CF%86%CE%AF%CE%B1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hellenistic_philosophy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hellenistic_philosophy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_theology
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than those of scientists who have trained and worked in immunology and epidemiology 

for decades.  

 

 
 

What other lines sound like she could be speaking of them? (Verse 25-31?) 

 

Meanwhile, the same anti-vaxxers are affecting the future of our world, perpetuating 

the pandemic … tongues flapping.  

 

The issue of vaccination has become politicized. It should NOT be. It is a matter of 

scientific evidence and experience with other diseases that have been eradicated.  

 

It has become politicized as an individual choice. Rampant individualism, touting 

“rights” have superceded the valuing of the community and its wellbeing.  
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Our United Church Moderator, Rev. Dr. Richard Bott, when asked why he is “pushing” 

vaccination, posted this on his Face Book page on Thursday, 16 September: 

Yesterday, I got a message demanding to know how I, as a Christian leader, could 
keep "pushing the vaccines" on people. It's not the first time I've been asked. 
While I would not characterize my posts as "pushing," I can accept that others might 
see them that way. 
So. 
Why do I want people to be vaccinated against the SARS-COV-2 virus, in its many 
variants? 
Because I want people to be safe and healthy. 
Because, if people do get infected, I want them to have the much better chance at a 
minor infection, rather than finding themselves in hospital, in the ICU, or in a grave. 
Because congregating together is the way that this virus gets passed on. I like 
congregations. (It's a churchy thing, I know.) I don't want congregations of people 
worshipping God to be COVID-19 superspreader events. (Or even regular spreader 
events!) 
Because I don't want communities of faith (or anyone else, for that matter) to have to 
be saying to people, "We love you. We miss spending time with you. We want you 
here. But your choice to not be vaccinated is putting yourself and others at risk at a 
risk level higher than this congregation can accept, so you can't be part of our 
physical gatherings," or to be saying to people, "Our desire to include everyone 
supercedes our concern about what the virus can do to you, or to others in our 
community of faith, so, while we realize it is less than ideal, health-wise, please come 
in." No matter what direction a community of faith goes, there is a division of spirit and 
community.  
Because researchers and public health authorities are telling us we need very high 
vaccination rates, right around the world, to bring the COVID-19 pandemic to an end. 
Vaccine hesitancy and vaccine misinformation is driving the growth of a fourth wave, 
here in Canada, causing hospital shortages, and, ultimately, death. 
And - if you want a particularly United Church geek reason - because there is 
*nothing* in our doctrine (shared beliefs) or practice (shared actions) that would argue 
against getting vaccinated. There is, however, a whole lot about putting our faith in 
action, about caring for our neighbours - and all of creation - in physical, tangible, 
ways. Like getting vaccinated. 
Please. 
Keep washing your hands. 
Keep wearing your masks. 
Keep that 2 meter physical distance. 
And please... please!... 
if you are medically able, and have not yet done it, please - 
get vaccinated. 
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I am with him! Please get vaccinated. The scientific knowledge and expertise to 
create vaccines is part of God’s love gift to us.  
 

 

 
 

i https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sophia_(wisdom), accessed on 12 September 2021. 
ii Photo credit: Personification of Wisdom (Koinē Greek: Σοφία, Sophía) at the Library of Celsus in Ephesus (second century). 

Accessed on Wikipedia at link above on 12 September 2021. 
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