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If you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ.   
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes all to 

his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host and our food, 
bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field and vineyard. 

Lectionary 25 September 19, 2021 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude  

Welcome 

You may stand. 
Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, 
and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. 
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Amen. 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 
Gathering Hymn Sing of the Lord’s Goodness   

Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over 
which one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve. Then, 
to make it concrete, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood child. We are called to 
welcome the children God puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily interac-
tion, and to give them a place of honor in the assembly. 
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Greeting 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 

Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: Let us pray. O God, our teacher and guide, 

All: you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children. Help us to lay 
aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of 
wisdom and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. Amen. 

WORD 

You may be seated. 

Children’s Word 
Reading James 3:13--4:3, 7-8a  

The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy our own 
wants and desires, we manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and 
impartiality toward others. 

Lector: A reading from James. 

1 Sing of the Lord’s goodness Father of 
all wisdom, 
come to him and bless his name. 
Mercy he has shown us, his love is 
forever, 
faithful to the end of days. 

Refrain: 
Come, then, all you nations, 
sing of your Lord’s goodness, 
melodies of praise and thanks to God. 
Ring out the Lord’s glory, 
praise him with your music, 
worship him and bless his name. 

2 Power he has wielded, honor is his 
garment 
risen from the snares of death. 

His word he has spoken, one bread he 
has broken, 
new life he now gives to all. Refrain 

3 Courage in our darkness, comfort in 
our sorrow, 
Spirit of our God most high; 
solace for the weary, pardon for the 
sinner, 
splendor of the living God. Refrain 

4 Praise him with your singing, praise 
him with the trumpet 
praise God with the lute and harp; 
praise him with the cymbals, praise him 
with your dancing, 
praise God till the end of days. Refrain 
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Lector: Word of God, word of life.  All:   Thanks be to God. 

You may stand. 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Gospel  Mark 9:30-37  
Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is seduced 
by the world’s definition of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and money. The 
antidote to such a concern for greatness is servanthood. 
Pastor: The holy gospel according to Mark. All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

13Who is wise and understanding among 
you? Show by your good life that your 
works are done with gentleness born of 
wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and 
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be 
boastful and false to the truth. 15Such 
wisdom does not come down from above, 
but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For 
where there is envy and selfish ambition, 
there will also be disorder and wickedness 
of every kind. 17But the wisdom from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
willing to yield, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without a trace of partiality or 
hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness 
is sown in peace for those who make 

peace. 
 
  1Those conflicts and disputes among 
you, where do they come from? Do they 
not come from your cravings that are at 
war within you? 2You want something and 
do not have it; so you commit murder. And 
you covet something and cannot obtain it; 
so you engage in disputes and conflicts. 
You do not have, because you do not ask. 
3You ask and do not receive, because you 
ask wrongly, in order to spend what you 
get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves 
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you. 8aDraw near to God, and 
he will draw near to you. 
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Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.   All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
You may be seated. 

Message  Pastor Clark Brown 

You may stand. 

Hymn of the Day Lead Me, Guide Me  # 768 vs. 1 & 2  

Prayers of Intercession 

You may stand, kneel, or sit for the prayers. 
After each portion of the prayers:   

Assisting Minister: ...God, in your mercy. 
All: hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude: 
Assisting Minister: ...through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
All: Amen. 

MEAL 

30Jesus and the disciples went on and 
passed through Galilee. He did not want 
anyone to know it;31for he was teaching his 
disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man 
is to be betrayed into human hands, and 
they will kill him, and three days after be-
ing killed, he will rise again.” 32But they 
did not understand what he was saying and 
were afraid to ask him. 
  33Then they came to Capernaum; and 
when he was in the house he asked them, 
“What were you arguing about on the 

way?” 34But they were silent, for on the 
way they had argued with one another who 
was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the 
twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants 
to be first must be last of all and servant of 
all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it 
among them; and taking it in his arms, he 
said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one 
such child in my name welcomes me, and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes not me 
but the one who sent me.” 

Refrain: 
 Lead me, guide me, along the way; 
 for if you lead me, I cannot stray. 
 Lord, let me walk each day with thee. 
 Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 
1 I am weak and I need Thy strength and 

pow’r 
 to help me over my weakest hour. 

 Help me through the darkness thy face to 
see. 

 Lead me, O Lord, lead me.  Refrain 
 
2 Help me tread in the paths of righteous-

ness; 
 be my aid when Satan and sin oppress. 
 I am putting all my trust in thee. 
 Lead me, O Lord, lead me.  Refrain 
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Peace 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.     
All:   And also with you. 
You are welcome to share Christ’s peace with those near you or using the comment 
section on YouTube. 

Announcements 

Gathering of the Gifts 
Let us remember to offer ourselves—our time, our abilities, our possessions–for the 
ongoing ministry of St. Timothy and the wider church.  You may continue to send in 
your offering by postal mail or use our online giving option at www.sttim.org. 

You may stand. 

Offering Prayer 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  God of abundance, 

All:   you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the 
heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the 
offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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Pastor:  You are indeed holy… 

Pastor:  … in your holy church, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

Pastor:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Pastor: All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready. 
All: Thanks be to God! 

You may be seated. We receive the body and blood of Christ and share in the life of God 
as we accept the bread and wine or grape juice, and hear the words: “The body of 
Christ given for you” and “the blood of Christ shed for you.” 

Communion Songs Lamb of God  

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 

or 
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 Come and Taste  

 Make Me a Servant   

You may stand 
Prayer After Communion 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you 

turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world 
with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, 
our Savior.. 

All:   Amen. 

SENDING 
Benediction 

Pastor: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

Sending Song Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In  vs. 1-3, 1 

 Come and taste  
 and see how good the love of God can 

be! 
 Come and taste  
 and see how good the love of God can 

be! 

 We come here brokenhearted,  
 seeking all that God offers. 
 Come and taste  
 and see how good the love of God can 

be!  
 Come see! 

Make me a servant, 
humble and meek. 
Lord, let me lift up 
those who are weak. 
And may the prayer 

of my heart always be: 
Make me a servant, 
make me a servant, 
make me a servant today.  
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Worship Leaders 

Presiding Minister— Pastor Clark Brown 
Musician— Desma Johnson 
Cantors— Adrian and Bob Johannsen  
Assisting Minister— Susan Smith  
Streaming Video— Jon Gerdes  
Audio— Jim Helgason  

Dismissal 

Assisting Minister: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 

1 Oh, when the saints go marching in, 
 oh, when the saints go marching in, 
 O Lord, I want to be in that number 
 when the saints go marching in. 

2 Oh, when the Lord in glory comes, 
 oh, when the Lord in glory comes, 

 O Lord, I want to be in that number 
 when the Lord in glory comes. 

3 Oh, when the new world is revealed, 
 oh, when the new world is revealed, 
 O Lord, I want to be in that number 
 when the new world is revealed. 

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 
Nelson Wesley Trout, bishop, died 1996 (TFF) 

Monday, September 20, 2021 

A native of Ohio, Trout served parishes in several parts of the United States before be-
ing elected bishop of the South Pacific District of the American Lutheran Church, the 
first African American Lutheran to serve in such a capacity. 

Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 

Tuesday, September 21, 2021 

Matthew (or Levi) was a tax collector in Capernaum for the Roman government. Tax 
collectors were frequently despised for dishonesty and for assisting the occupiers. Jesus 
nevertheless showed love for them, and chose Matthew to be a disciple. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
Holy Communion Setting 8, Text and Music: Beech, Cain, Friesen-Carper, Kadidlo, Olson, Ylvisaker © 1970, 1990, 1995, 1999, 2006. 
Sing Of The Lord’s Goodness, Text: Text and Music ©1981 Ernest Sands Published by OCP Publications.  
Lead Me, Guide Me, Text: Doris M. Akers. All rights administered by Unichappell Music Inc. 
Come and Taste, Text: Handt Hanson and Paul Murakami © 1996 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc. 
Make Me a Servant, Text: Kelly Willard © 1982 Willing Heart Music/Maranatha, Music admin. The Copyright Company. 
Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In, Text: African American spiritual  

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225     ⬧     CCLI License #2883346     ⬧     OneLicense License #A-706342 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 
September 19, 2021 

LECTIONARY 25 

The Greatest 

In today’s gospel from Mark, the disciples have just witnessed Jesus’ transfiguration 
atop the high mountain. Riding high on this experience, they are now traveling with him 
through the countryside, processing what they have seen, contrasting it with the story of 
crucifixion and death Jesus keeps hinting at. They begin to argue about which of them is 
the greatest—who will be given the highest honors for hanging out with Jesus? But Je-
sus stops them in their tracks. It isn’t about the highest honors, or about who shines 
most brightly: “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of 
all” (Mark 9:35). 

Jesus’ words to the disciples and to us are a reminder that God flips upside-down the 
way the world judges greatness. As Christians, most of us know this almost instinctive-
ly. We talk about avoiding “works righteousness” and rejecting the need to earn our sal-
vation or prove our faith. And yet, even within the “servant of all” framework, we too 
often compete with one another to be the greatest servant. We hold ourselves up as ex-
amples of charity and justice, patting ourselves on the back for our works of service, 
hoping that the world—and God—will be impressed. Even when we know that this isn’t 
how God works, we still get sucked into the ways of the world. 

But Jesus’ statement to the disciples is not just about them: it is also about himself. It is 
a reminder that Jesus’ greatness is precisely because on the cross, he has become “last 
of all and servant of all.” Our own efforts at service and humility will always pale in 
comparison to the Son of God. To be sure, we are called to love and serve our neigh-
bors; but we are called to trust Jesus, “last of all and servant of all,” for our salvation. 
This is good news, for now our competitions and attempts to impress are no more. We 
simply receive from the Lord and pass it along. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Please remember in your prayers: 

Diane Bakhit who is recovering for neck surgery. 

Josh Bakhit who has a brain tumor. 

Phyllis Cook who has a lung condition. 

Ed Olson, undergoing cancer treatment . 

Sandy Hoskin, undergoing cancer treatment again. 

The  family and friends of David Holland, husband of Dee Holland and brother of Lu-
cille Pires. 

The  family and friends of Roger Smith (brother of Susan Smith). 

Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adrian, with a neurodegenerative disease.  

Dawn Stallings, daughter of Dolores, who has suffered a stroke.   

 

Healthcare workers and essential workers on the front line of the pandemic. 

All service members, fire fighters, and police officers (and their families). 

For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees. 

Torie Hamilton 

Rodger Marty 

Bonnie Bennett 

Jim McMullins 

Bill Reynolds 

Mary Lee Slater 

Marjonie Gabriel 

Tom Brown 

Aaron Grieg 

Byron Heppert 

Jacqueline Graham 

Gloria Llenaresas 

Riley Ann Holland 

Ronnie Lyons 

Irene McCloud 

Thomas Ansley 

Linda Henderson 

Beverly Schneideman 

Justice Gaudoin 

Peter Kracht 

Isabella Silva 

For the hope we have in our resurrected Christ Jesus, the flowers are set on our altar today in 
memory of  Roger Clay Smith-R.I.P. 9.9.2021 and Jennifer Lynn Shroyer, R.I.P.9.9.2015; 

brother and daughter of Susan Smith. 

Please enjoy the artwork of Susan Smith in the Narthex. 

September is a Faith Giving Month 

What is Faith Giving?  In order to close a budget gap, our congregation voted to encour-
age all members to give one extra weekly offering once per quarter.  During the last 
month of each quarter, we remind ourselves that this is a Faith Giving month. Blessings 
for your generosity. 
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Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 
home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 

S
ep

tem
b

er 1
9

, 2
0
2

1
 

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Re-Opening Progress: You are welcome to worship in person in the sanctuary and you do 
not need to RSVP. We are still wearing masks during worship. We are welcome to socialize 
outside following worship. 

• Assisting Minister and Live Streaming Volunteers Needed: Training is available for both 
of these tasks that are so important to our worship life.  Please contact Pastor Clark if you 
would be able to serve at (831) 375-2042 or email pastorclark@sttim.org. 

• Study, pray, and discuss during the week: Join Pastors Clark and Tony: Wednesday 2 PM 
Bible Study and the Pastors’ Forum on Sunday at 11:15 AM, all on Zoom and/or in per-
son. Email pastorclark@sttim.org for more information. 

• Tuesday Evening Class: Pastor Clark leads this six-session class based on the video series 
"We Must Plant the Church." Classes will meet in person at 6:45 pm in the Music/Ed Room 
and online. Please contact Pastor Clark (pastorclark@sttim.org)  

• Online Worship and Social Hour: All Sunday services including bulletins are online on 
sttim.org. Information for worship and the social hour will be emailed each week. If you 
want to be on our email list or have questions, email/call/text Pastor Clark at pastor-
clark@sttim.org or 831-521-1818. 

• Preparing for communion:  Our online Sunday worship will include communion.  As you 
feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside some bread or crackers, and 
some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you need any of these items, please con-
tact Ida Barber. 

• Prayer Concerns: Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or changed prayer concerns at 
375-1043. 

• Offering: Please remember your offerings to St. Timothy.  Offering can be mailed to the 
church office, sent automatically using your bank, or online by visiting our website 
www.sttim.org. 

• Volunteer to help Thomas Carman Food Pantry and provide food for needy households 
and individuals. YOU CAN HELP! Sign up to volunteer on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
from 3-6 pm, loading and passing out bags at the Epiphany Lutheran and Episcopal Church 
at the corner of Carmel and California Avenues in the City of Marina. Address: 425 Carmel 
Ave, Marina CA. Contact Debby Love-Sudduth at 408-499-4984 or email Rd-
sudd@comcast.net.  

mailto:Rd-sudd@comcast.net
mailto:Rd-sudd@comcast.net

