
CREATION SEASON 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2021 

10 AM FRESH EXPRESSION SERVICE 1

Artist: Tea Ercoles



Presider: Rev. Sharon Smith 

Music: Rob Gloor & Singers
Coffee Prep:  Penny Zuk, Roslyn Jackson 

Julia Hadrill 
Greeters: Tony Dodd & Pipp Stigger  
Reader 1: Elizabeth Barratt
Reader 2: Gordon Lee 
Intercessor: Liturgical Advisory 

Committee 

Altar Guild:    Heather Luccock 
Livestream: Paul Clark 
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Coffee time ends with the sounds of a Singing Bowl.  We 

remain in the lobby for the beginning of the service. 

Blessing of Children

Welcome & Safety: Rev Sharon Smith  

Presider: Let us take a moment of stillness and remember  

why we are here. 

Presider: We are here because of grace

People: The grace of Jesus the Christ

Presider: We are here because of Love

People: The love of God

Presider:We are here to be in communion

People: the communion of the Spirit experienced 

in relationship. 
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Presider:We acknowledge with respect that we worship 

on the traditional and unceded territories of 

the Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh nations. Let 

us pray that we may live more deeply into the 

calls to action from Canada’s Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission. 

All: May the living Christ lead us all on pathways of 

reconciliation and peace. 

Artist: Donna Langhorne
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Sung Processional 

Halle Halle Halleluia

Artist: Sachin Sasode
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Words of Intention 
Prayer of the Day: 

(Walter Rauschenbusch – A Collection of Classic Prayers)

Leader: O God, we thank you for this earth, our home; 

All: for the wide sky and the blessed sun, for the ocean 

and streams, for the towering hills and the 

whispering wind, for the trees and green grass.

Leader: We thank you for our senses 

All: by which we hear the songs of birds, and see the 

splendor of fields of golden wheat, and taste 

autumn’s fruit, rejoice in the feel of snow, and 

smell the breath of spring flowers.

Leader: Grant us a heart opened wide to all this beauty; 

All and save us from being so blind that we pass 

unseeing when even the common thornbush is 

aflame with your glory.

Leader: For each new dawn is filled with infinite possibilities 

for new beginnings and new discoveries. 

All: In this new day of new beginnings with God, all 

things are possible. We are restored and renewed 

in a joyous awakening to the wonder that our lives 

are and, yet, can be. Amen.
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Opening Hymn: Morning Has Broken

Morning has broken like the first morning;

blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!

Praise for them, spring fresh from the Word!

Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven, 

Like the first dewfall on the first grass. 

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,

sprung in completeness where his feet pass. 

Mine is the sunlight!  Mine si the morning 

born of the one light Eden saw play!

Praise with elation, praise every morning, 

God’s re-creation of the new day! 
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First Reading: Angela of Foligno

Immediately, the eyes of my soul were opened, and in a vision 

I saw God’s wholeness and the wholeness of creation. In the 

sea, and also in everything beyond the sea in outer space, I 

saw nothing but God’s power and God’s presence. It was 

totally indescribable. My soul was overcome with wonder at 

everything.

I shouted, “The world is pregnant with God!” That’s when I 

understood how small creation is when the enormity of God is 

considered. God’s power fills the sea and everything beyond 

it.

Poetry Response: ….

(A poem from the community is read responding to the 

themes of the first reading)
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Sleeping in the Forest 

I thought the earth remembered me, she 

she took me back so tenderly, arranging 

her dark skirts, her pockets

full of lichens and seeds, I slept 

as never before, a stone 

on the riverhead, nothing 

between me and the white fire of the stars

but my thoughts, and they floated 

light as moths among the branches

of the perfect trees.  All night 

I heard the small kingdoms breathing 

Around me, the insects and the birds 

Who do their work in the darkness.  All 

night

I rose and fell, as if in water, grappling 

With a luminous doom.  By morning  

I had vanished at least a dozen times 

Into something better. 

By Mary Oliver  
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Song Response: What a Wonderful World 

I see trees of green

Red roses too

I see them bloom

For me and you

And I think to myself

What a wonderful world

I see skies of blue

And clouds of white

The bright blessed day

The dark sacred night

And I think to myself

What a wonderful world

The colors of the rainbow

So pretty in the sky

Are also on the faces

Of people going by

I see friends shaking hands

Saying, "How do you do?"

They're really saying

"I love you"
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I hear babies cry

I watch them grow

They'll learn much more

Than I'll never know

And I think to myself

What a wonderful world

Yes, I think to myself

What a wonderful world

Artist: Jevie Asunto Stegner
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Second Reading: The Gospel of Mark 9:30-37

They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did 

not want anyone to know it; for he was teaching his disciples, 

saying to them, "The Son of Man is to be betrayed into 

human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after 

being killed, he will rise again."

But they did not understand what he was saying and were 

afraid to ask him. 

Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the 

house he asked them, "What were you arguing about on the 

way?" But they were silent, for on the way they had argued 

with one another who was the greatest. He sat down, called 

the twelve, and said to them, "Whoever wants to be first 

must be last of all and servant of all." Then he took a little 

child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said 

to them, "Whoever welcomes one such child in my name 

welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me 

but the one who sent me."

Art Response:  

Rev Sharon responds to the Gospel in Drawings

Conversational Response: 

The community are invited to respond by turning to their 

neighbour and responding to the question:

“Where has your mind lingered this morning?” 

You may choose to quietly reflect on your own during this 

time.

This time ends with the sound of a singing bowl
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Prayers of Concern: (Iona Community, 2018)

Leader 1: In the light of your love, O God we 

acknowledge the many things in our 

minds and the concerns we carry with 

us. 

You are invited to express your prayers silently or aloud.

Leader 2: Free us from the grip of busyness and 

worry; help us put any anxiety into 

your hands.

You are invited to express your prayers silently or aloud.

Leader 3: Enable us to be open to the healing 

and humour and hope of the coming 

week. And, while we are here, we 

commit to your care those we carry in 

our hearts.

You are invited to express your prayers silently or aloud.

Leader 3: We offer you this confession,

All: Forgive in us what has gone wrong,

Repair in us what is wasted,

Reveal in us what is good, Amen. 



15

The Light of Peace

A member of the community lights a candle from the 

Altar light and walks it down the aisle and lights a 

votive candle at the back of the church. 

Lighter: We light this candle in the name of Christ. 

May the peace of Christ be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

The community are invited to gesture to one another 

a sign of peace, respecting social distancing. 

You are invited to light candles of peace for the places 

in the world where there is no peace. 
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Preparing the Table: Instrumental by Melanie Hackett

The Eucharistic Prayer (Salal & Cedar Community)

Presider: May God be with you

People: And also with you

Presider: Lift up your hearts

People:  We lift them up

Presider: Let us give thanks to God our Creator

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise

Presider: It is right in all times and in all places to thank 

and praise you Creator of all. We praise

you here at the foothills of Grouse Mountain, 

along the banks of the Capilano river, where 

city and farm, wilderness and industry are 

side by side. 

All: We praise you at a time when the body of 

earth is broken again and again. We give 

thanks for our place in the story of salvation. 

Presider:Our ancestors journeyed with you in creation 

and migration. 
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All: They depended on the land, were 

displaced from the land and displaced 

others from their lands. They knew 

you in tents and cities, on mountains 

and by wells, in families and in 

dreams, and through wilderness 

prophets who spoke of cedars and 

listened to ravens.

Presider: Together with angels and ancestors, orca and 

salmon, bear and raven, salal and cedar

we join our voices with all creation in this ancient 

honour song:

Sung Sanctus (St Brides setting) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full 

Are full of your glory. 

Blessed is the One who comes 

in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Presider: We give thanks to you for Jesus, whose first 

bed was a feed trough. He was baptized

in the Jordan, tested in the wilderness, he traveled 

in fishing boats and told parables of farmers and 

seeds, labour and wages, yeast and bread.

Presider:On the night before he died, Jesus took bread, 

food of the poor, the work of field and

hearth, he gave thanks, broke it and gave it to his 

friends saying: Take and eat, this is 

my body, given for you, do this to remember me.

Again after supper he took the cup of wine, fruit of 

the land, gave thanks and gave it to his friends 

saying: This is my blood, which is shed for you. 

When you do this, do it in memory of me.

Remembering Jesus’ life, death and resurrection 

and awaiting his coming kingdom, we offer you this 

bread and this cup.

Presider: Creator, 
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All: send your Spirit on these gifts so that we 

know Jesus in them and are gathered

together with everyone who shares this 

sacred meal of justice and community.

Fill us with the courage and love of Jesus, 

that we may strive for justice and peace,

respect the dignity of every human being, 

and safeguard the integrity of creation.

Presider: Bring us with all your saints to your 
commonwealth of sparrow and lily, child and
beggar which is both now and yet to come.

All honor and glory are yours, Creator, Christ 
and Spirit, now and forever. 

All: Amen

Lord’s Prayer (Sung):

All: Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil,

For the kingdom, the power and the glory 
are yours, now and forever. 
Amen.
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Fraction (Breaking of Bread):

Presider: As Jesus broke bread, 

People: We break bread.

Presider: As Jesus shared wine,

People: We share this cup.  

Invitation to the Table: 

Presider: Friends, these are the gifts of God for the people of 

God.

People: Thanks be to God.

Communion: 

All people are welcome to receive Communion of one kind 

(Wafers). Gluten free wafer are available upon request.

Please wear your mask and sanitize your hands before 

receiving. We ask that you wait until you have returned to 

your seat before removing your mask and consuming 

the wafer.

While the communion is being administered, we respectfully 

ask that you keep the silence. 

Candle lighting during this time is welcome
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Communion Hymn: More Than We Can Ask   
or Imagine

More than we can ask or imagine., 
more than we can ever dare to dream,
wea re the children of heaven’s creation, 
God’s own beloved, each called by name: 

And we cry, Glory! Glory!
Glory to God who calls us by name!
Glory! Glory! Glory to God!
Glory we sing!

More than we will ever imagine, 
more than we will ever understand;
we are sent to walk with compassion, 
to live out God’s love by heart and by hand. 

And we cry, Glory! Glory!
Glory to God who presses us on!
Glory! Glory! Glory to God!
Glory our song!
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More than we can ask or imagine,
more than we could ever desire; 
out of the dust God’s building a kingdom,
like wine from the press, like bread from the 
fire. 

And we cry, Glory! Glory!
Glory to God! Glory we cry!
Glory! Glory!
Glory on earth, Glory on high !
Glory! Glory ! Glory to God!
Glory we cry!
Glory ! Glory! Glory on earth!
Glory on high!
Glory on earth! Glory on high!
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Announcements

A Call to Action 
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Sending Out: It’s a Song of Praise to the 
Maker

It’s a song of praise to the Maker, 
the thrush sings high in the tree. 
It’s a song of praise to the Maker, 
the gray whale sings in the sea, 
And by the Spirit you and I can join our voice to the 
holy cry 
and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too. 

It’s a call of life to the Giver, 
when waves and waterfalls roar. 
It’s a call of life to the Giver when high tides 
break on the shore, 
And by the Spirit you and I can join our voice to the 
holy cry 
and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too. 
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It’s a hymn of love to the Lover; 
the bumblebees hum along. 
It’s a hymn of love to the Lover; 
the summer breeze joins the song, 
And by the Spirit you and I can join our voice to 
the holy cry 
and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too. 

It’s the chorus of all creation; 
it’s sung by all living things. 
It’s the chorus of all creation; 
a song the universe sings, 
And by the Spirit you and I can join our voice to 
the holy cry 
and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too.
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Dismissal 

Presider: Go in peace serving Christ and 

loving Earth, 

People: Thanks be to God.

Artist: David Boyd 


