
  

Waiting on the Lord              Pastor Tom 
~Psalm 27:11-14                      September 05, 2021 
 

 

We do it in all kinds of places – Doctor’s offices; Grocery Stores; Gas Stations; Ski Lifts; 

Amusement Park Rides; Banks.  While we’re doing it, we try to do something else.  We strive to get our 

minds off of it.  We may try to suppress frustration we feel because of it.  No one I know looks forward to 

it.  No one plans to do it for fun.  In fact, we take extraordinary measure to avoid it.   Yet, it is a regular 

part of living in this world.   

What is it?  Waiting.  What’s your attitude towards waiting?  Are you a good waiter?  Not a server 

in a restaurant but a person who waits. We have to wait sometimes. Doctor’s offices have waiting rooms.  

We wait in lineups at grocery stores, gas stations, ski lifts or rides and maybe just once a year or once 

every two years, we might have to wait in line at the bank.  On the phone, we wait when we’re put on 

hold.  We try to avoid waiting by making reservations or appointments.  Or we shop during less busy 

hours.   

On top of that, we live in a culture that rewards efficiency and lessens wait times.   When we see 

inefficiency or we don’t understand all the factors involved, we get impatient.  We feel good when we 

don’t have to wait.  Who doesn’t love to see an empty drive through when they go on a coffee run?  Who 

doesn’t love a short line up at a ski lift or at your favorite ride at the amusement park?  

We have elevated fast food places into a multi-billion dollar industry.  We experience instant 

communication with our loved ones or friends.  We don’t have to wait to get to a land line or wait for a 

letter to arrive in the mail.     

Yet there are some things we have to wait for whether we like it or not; Medical tests; MRI’s; 

appointments with doctors; counselors; specialists.  If we have friends or family who live far away, we 

have to wait to see them in person until we travel to meet them.      

But there are some benefits that come from waiting.  Think about waiting for a pregnancy to come 

to full term.  In God’s wisdom, that waiting gives time for the baby to grow and the parent’s prepare.   If 



  

all goes well, a new baby rewards such waiting.  Think about the benefits of waiting for sex until marriage.  

That gives a couple freedom from the baggage brought into a marriage by previous relationships.  

We wait to do the necessary preparation required to accomplish difficult but rewarding tasks.  You 

can’t just decide you want to climb Mount Everest one day and fly there the next week to do it.  You have 

to prepare your body for it with training and adjustment.  If you wait to spend money and save it, you may 

accumulate enough funds to make that purchase, go on that trip or pay for school.    Yet waiting remains 

a trying and testing time.  Waiting in the world is a necessary yet often frustrating path we have to take 

many times for the things we need. 

So what about waiting on the Lord?  How well might we do that?  Sometimes, this also involves 

frustration.  Yet might it also provide a path towards joy, strength and courage? Psalm 27 raises this 

issue of waiting on God. But what does it mean to wait on the Lord?  What benefits might come from it?  

What can waiting on the Lord produce in us?  Those questions we seek to answer today.  I pray God will 

encourage you with the possibility that waiting on Him can actually lead to joy, strength and courage.  So 

let’s look at Psalm 27 to complete the little series on “Drawing Near to the Lord.” 

 
Psalm 27 (ESV) 

Of David. 

27 The LORD is my light and my salvation; 
    whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold[a] of my life; 
    of whom shall I be afraid? 
2 When evildoers assail me 
    to eat up my flesh, 
my adversaries and foes, 
    it is they who stumble and fall. 
3 Though an army encamp against me, 
    my heart shall not fear; 
though war arise against me, 
    yet[b] I will be confident. 
4 One thing have I asked of the LORD, 
    that will I seek after: 
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 
    all the days of my life, 
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD 
    and to inquire[c] in his temple. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+27&version=ESV#fen-ESV-14287a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+27&version=ESV#fen-ESV-14289b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+27&version=ESV#fen-ESV-14290c


  

5 For he will hide me in his shelter 
    in the day of trouble; 
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 
    he will lift me high upon a rock. 
6 And now my head shall be lifted up 
    above my enemies all around me, 
and I will offer in his tent 
    sacrifices with shouts of joy; 
I will sing and make melody to the LORD. 
7 Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; 
    be gracious to me and answer me! 
8 You have said, “Seek[d] my face.” 
My heart says to you, 
    “Your face, LORD, do I seek.”[e] 
9     Hide not your face from me. 
Turn not your servant away in anger, 
    O you who have been my help. 
Cast me not off; forsake me not, 
    O God of my salvation! 
10 For my father and my mother have forsaken me, 
    but the LORD will take me in. 
11 Teach me your way, O LORD, 
    and lead me on a level path 
    because of my enemies. 
12 Give me not up to the will of my adversaries; 
    for false witnesses have risen against me, 
    and they breathe out violence. 
13 I believe that I shall look[f] upon the goodness of the LORD 
    in the land of the living! 
14 Wait for the LORD; 
    be strong, and let your heart take courage; 
    wait for the LORD! 
 
 
 In the first verses of this Psalm David expresses confidence in the Lord despite facing serious 

enemies.  He could face them because the Lord was his light, salvation and stronghold.  That was verses 

1-3. Then in 4-6, David taught us the benefits of living closely to the Lord.  We gaze on his beauty, gain 

his wisdom and come under His protection.  Last week, in verses 7-10, we saw the Psalmist’s cry out to 

the Lord in desperation.  He showed concern that the Lord actually hear his prayer.  Yet he ends up with 

confidence that the Lord will not forsake him.   

 In verses 11-14, we find the Psalmist waiting on the Lord. But first, he returns to the reality of his 

enemies.  So in verse 11, he says “Teach me your way and lead me on a level path because of my 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+27&version=ESV#fen-ESV-14294d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+27&version=ESV#fen-ESV-14294e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+27&version=ESV#fen-ESV-14299f


  

enemies.”  So notice the request comes from the cause of the enemies thought.  The Psalmist wants to 

learn God’s way and to walk on a level path.   

 Now if you’ve ever gone on a hike, in the mountains or hills, you know the difference between a 

level path and a steep one; or a straight path and a crooked one where you can’t see beyond the next 

turn.  This past summer, Lori and I went to the Banff area.  We went to Lake Louise and planned to do a 

simple hike maybe along the lakeshore.  But it was very crowded.  So instead, we took the hike up to the 

tea house.  That hike starts off level.  But it quickly gets steep.  It contains several twists and turns.  

Because we were not familiar with the path, we kept wondering when we would actually get there – could 

we get there because of the demands of the trail.    

 Life feels like that especially when we face enemies.  The path gets difficult and steep.  We never 

know what they might do next.  We wonder if they’re lying in wait for us around the next corner.  So the 

Psalmist appeals to the Lord “Teach me your way, O Lord.”   The Lord’s way is His way for us to live life.  

It involves following the Lord’s commands that help us navigate life’s journey.  If we, by the Spirit’s 

strength abide by the Lord’s 10 commandments, we will follow a way that lessens our enemy’s ability to 

ultimately strike us down.  Following the Lord’s commands and wisdom protects us from some avoidable 

vulnerabilities.   

 Yet he goes beyond asking for the Lord’s wisdom to asking for the Lord’s intervention. He actually 

asks the Lord to lead him on a more level path.   It’s like he asks the Lord to clear away the trees at the 

sharp corner so he can see ahead.  Or lessen the steepness of his path by adding some dirt to level it 

out.  This happens when the Lord speaks to our spirits to give us discernment about the path ahead.  Or 

He guides us in a different direction maybe even away from an ambush by our enemies.  So the Psalmist 

asks the Lord to teach His way and guide on a level path because of his enemies. 

 To emphasize the seriousness of this threat, notice the Psalmist’s portrayal of the enemies again 

in verse 12.  “Give me not up to the will of my adversaries; for false witnesses have risen against me, 

and they breathe out violence.”  These enemies lie about him they spread falsehoods.  He feels 



  

vulnerable. He pleads not to be given up to his enemies will.  He’s worried about their potential to 

succeed.   

Yet he has hope.  He believes the Lord will deliver him in his lifetime. Verse 13 “I believe that I 

shall look on the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.”  He believes he will survive this and come 

through because of the Lord’s goodness.  If you’re a Christian, you’re already trusted the Lord and 

received ultimate deliverance.  You trust Him for deliverance from slavery to sin.  You trust Him to deliver 

you from death into eternal life and the afterlife.  Yet the Lord also provides deliverance in this life.   

Have you noticed the Lord’s delivering work in your life?   You may have lost a loved on years 

ago. He has delivered you from that crippling grief of that first year.  You still grieve but not in the way 

you did immediately after such an event.  The Lord delivers us from spiritual attacks, disease and despair.  

He has delivered his people from prison, confusion and impossible situations.  If you can think back to 

such occurrences in your life you have seen the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living while you’re 

still alive. 

 He concludes this Psalm with his great statement about waiting.  Verse 14 – “Wait for the Lord!  

Be strong and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!”  Now that doesn’t sound like a normal 

attitude towards waiting.  He sounds excited or confident about waiting on the Lord.   

What does it mean to wait upon the Lord?  I’ll use the ESV study Bible’s definition verse.  “To wait 

for the LORD is to look to him with dependence and trust, not passivity.”  So waiting on the Lord does 

not mean we just sit around and do nothing until the Lord does something.  It involves actively looking 

to the Lord with dependence and trust.  It means to bring to the Lord that which we cannot solve on 

our own and asking for His help.  It means to acknowledge our own limitations and weaknesses.  So 

we appeal for the Lord to do what only He can do – change a heart; heal a sickness; save a lost one; 

bring supernatural wisdom; open a door.  The Lord’s power and fruitfulness contributes to Psalmist 

strong courage.  This is a strong appeal to trust in the Lord, His timing, His character and His 

deliverance.   

 Why would we do that?  What are the benefits of waiting on the Lord?   



  

1. It leads to greater hope in Him.  Isaiah 8:17 – I will wait for the Lord, who is hiding his face 

from the house of Jacob and I will hope in him.  Psalm 130:5 – I wait for the Lord, my soul 

waits, and in his word I have hope.  Lamentations 3:24–26 (ESV) — 24 “The LORD is my portion,” 

says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.” 25 The LORD is good to those who wait for him, to the 

soul who seeks him. 26 It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD. Waiting 

on the Lord gives us time to remember His character and faithfulness. Our hope grows because 

of solid object of out hope. This hope then leads to the second benefit. 

2. It develops patience.  Romans 8:23-25 - 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 

have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the 

redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. 

For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 

patience. So our hope in the strong and faithful God enables us to grow in patience. 

3. It opens the door for God’s ministry to us:  Psalm 38:15 - But for you, O Lord, do I wait; it is 

you, O Lord my God, who will answer.  Wayne Grudem in his Systematic Theology writes about 

several ways God ministers to us as we wait upon Him.  He writes, “It is important in our prayer 

that we not only talk to God but also listen to him. We should frequently bring a request to God 

and then wait silently before Him. Here are 6 ways God ministers to us. 1) God may change the 

desires of our heart.  2) He may give us additional insight into the situation we are praying about.  

3) He grant deeper insight into his Word.  4) He may bring a passage of Scripture to mind that 

would enable us to pray more effectively.  5) He may impart a sense of assurance of what his will 

is. 6) He may greatly increase our faith so that we are able to pray with much more confidence.   

4. It helps us see that God’s timing is the best time.  Psalm 69:13 – “But as for me, my prayer is 

to you O Lord.  At an acceptable time, O God, in the abundance of your steadfast love, answer 

me in your saving faithfulness.”  One commentator writes about this verse.  “The Psalmist 

recognizes that God will answer in the “time of his favor” (verse 13).  Whenever we pray, it is 

appropriate for us to be passionate and desperate but also willing to wait for God’s timing. Nothing 



  

makes us dependent on God’s sovereign love and wisdom like having to persevere in prayer and 

wait for the time of his favor.  John Newton wrote “Unbelief talks of delays; faith knows that 

properly there is no such thing.”  There’s no such thing as a delay in God’s time table because 

He leaves the right time. 

Notice what waiting on the Lord has done to David back in Psalm 27:14.  He encourages waiting 

on the Lord because of the benefit it brings.  “Wait for the Lord.  Be strong and let your heart take courage.  

Wait for the Lord!”  Notice, we don’t know who David is addressing here.  We think immediately that it’s 

the reader (us). Through the whole Psalm, David does not actually address the reader, he talks to the 

Lord or to himself.  In verse 1 he says “the Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear.  It seems 

he talks to his soul through this Psalm.  So verse 14 could be a continuation of this self-discussion.  Now 

he preaches to his soul.  He has filled himself with a wealthy knowledge of the Lord. He doesn’t say “Wait 

for the lord –that vague distant deity who may or not may not care.”  He says, “Wait for THE LORD!”  He 

has reminded himself of the Lord’s character, deliverance, faithfulness and protection.  Since we wait on 

this Lord, our hearts can swell with strength and courage.   

So this is the ultimate result of waiting on the Lord.   When we face trouble, waiting on the Lord 

can grow our confidence in His deliverance.  We can gain confidence in the Lord’s deliverance by 

waiting on the Lord.  

I remember many times in my ministry life where I did not know what to do.  I had absolutely no 

clue what to do in a tough or tense or threatening situation.  What do you do when you don’t know what 

to do?  A wise pastor counseled me to ask the Lord for wisdom and to bring people into my life who could 

help me.  At that time in my life, I had this weird notion that I had to figure everything out by myself.  I had 

to know what to do – I had to prove my competence by handling everything on my own.   

But this simple bit of counsel opened up a whole new world of God’s resources for me.  

Sometimes, after praying for God’s wisdom I would be reading a book and something in the book would 

answer a question I asked.   Many times when reading the Bible, something would jump out at me to help 



  

sort something out.  When I swallowed my pride and asked others for help – God’s wisdom flowed into 

my life from others.  

I began to apply this in so many situations.  We sought wisdom in parenting; parenting young 

children, junior high, teenagers young adult children; we sought wisdom in helping aged parents make 

their transition; working through church conflict; learning how law changes impact the church. God’s 

wisdom can be found in our times alone with Him; in His Word and in other people through whom He has 

spoken.  Through that, God delivered me from those situations when I did not know what to do. 

You might say, “Well that’s just life experience you gained.  Maybe.  But no one is an expert on 

everything except God. He spreads and shares His wisdom throughout history and through all kinds of 

people.  Life became much more bearable when I’ve sought the Lord for His wisdom when I wait on Him 

to bring people to help me. 

 

Psalm 34:4-10 
 
I sought the LORD, and he answered me 
    and delivered me from all my fears. 
5 Those who look to him are radiant, 
    and their faces shall never be ashamed. 
6 This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him 
    and saved him out of all his troubles. 
7 The angel of the LORD encamps 
    around those who fear him, and delivers them. 

8 Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 
    Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! 
9 Oh, fear the LORD, you his saints, 
    for those who fear him have no lack! 
10 The young lions suffer want and hunger; 
    but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing. 

2 Corinthians 1:10 – “He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us.  On him we have 

set our hope that he will deliver us again.”  

When we face trouble, waiting on the Lord can grow our confidence in His deliverance. We need 

to believe that Jesus is the Christ.  We need to receive Him as Lord of our life.  We need to put the trust 



  

of our lives onto Him.  Then, God delivers us ultimately.  Then we can enter into an ongoing walk where 

He deliver us regularly and intervenes in our life.   

 So let us practice this in prayer now.  Waiting on the Lord now in prayer. 

 First, let’s acknowledge that the Lord can teach us His way and lead us on level paths.  So you 

can repeat this after me in your heart or out loud.  

 “Lord teach me your way.”   

 “Lord lead me on a level path.”   

Then bring to him some situation that you wait upon.  Acknowledge that in a few words to the Lord.   

Then let’s affirm these truths about the Lord.  

“Lord, You are Faithful.”   

“Lord, You are trustworthy.”  

“Lord, You are strong.”   

“Lord, You love me with a steadfast love.”   

 

Finally, let us preach to our souls and to one another.  So you can repeat again after me.  

“Wait for the Lord.”   

“Be strong and let your heart gain courage.”  

“Wait for the Lord!”   

 

  


