
 

 

December 6, 2020 

 
Worship Services 

Sundays 
  8:30am Traditional 
  9:40 Education Hour 
  10:45am  Contemporary 
   
Wednesdays 
  6:30pm Evening Prayer 

 
Office Hours 

Parish Administrator in 
the office Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday  

 
Our Mission 

With the assurance of 
God’s faithfulness, we’ll 
† nurture disciples, 
† extend healing and 

compassion, and 
† work for justice in our 

communities and 
throughout the world. 

 
Our Vision 

Gathered by the grace 
and love of Jesus Christ, 
the people of Mt Zion 
commit to know God 
deeply and to serve God 
gladly through the many 
and diverse gifts given to 
us by the Holy Spirit.  

 
Marks of Discipleship 
† PRAY daily 
† WORSHIP weekly 
† READ the Bible 
† SERVE at Mt Zion and 

beyond 
† Be in RELATIONSHIP 

to encourage spiritual 
growth in others 

† GIVE of my time, tal-
ents, and resources 

 
ALL ARE 

WELCOME! 
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Volunteer Schedule 

need a second bag based on your family's size or because you're going 

Here are the people  who are volunteering through December. 

Date           AV                       Stewards 

12/6     Yannys                    Tom Ertel and Gary Goll 

12/13  Marciniaks                Morgans and Hexts 

12/20  Douglas J                 Pete P., John L, & Roy D. 

12/27   Erik and Abbey        Engelhardts and Nancy S. 

No Adult Forum Dec 6  

Adult Forum is CANCELLED this Sunday. 
  

Instead, we invite you to join our partners at  
Reformation Lutheran and attend Pastor Marilyn Miller’s  

Farewell and Godspeed Worship Service,  
starting at 9:45a. 

Meeting ID: 681 666 0108 / Passcode: 1615 / On phone, call 312.626.6799 

  
In addition to your health care provider's office, there are three drive-through 
sites for COVID-19 testing open to the public:  
 
 Miller Park, 1 Brewers Way - open Mon. through Fri. 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

(close November 26) 
 Northwest Health Center, 7630 W. Mill Road (enter at Mill Road Library 

6431 N. 76th) - open Mon., Tues., Thurs. and Fri. from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
and Wed. from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

 Southside Health Center, 1639 S. 23rd St. (north parking lot) - open 
Mon., Tues., Thurs. and Fri. from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Wed. from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. 
 
For a full list of community testing sites, go to https://
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/community-testing.htm 

COVID-19 Testing Sites 

https://wauwatosanac.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a6a6a7b21e5e4a4d62f56458a&id=a6b8e9afcd&e=98c67ebbc3
https://wauwatosanac.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a6a6a7b21e5e4a4d62f56458a&id=a6b8e9afcd&e=98c67ebbc3


 

 

Sun 

December 6 

8:30a     Traditional Worship youtube.com/mtzionlutheran  

               Meeting ID: 841 6597 2335  password 12012 

9:40a     Faith Formation Hour (Youth and Sunday School) 

10:45a  Contemporary Worship   

               www.youtube.com/mtzionlutheran 

               Meeting ID 875 7308 8960  password 12012  

5:00p    Youth Group Wartburgseminary.zoom.us/j/6455652349 

Mon 

December 7 

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day  

12:12p  12 Minutes of Prayer of Facebook    

7:00p     NA 12-steps group  alternate location while closed 

Tues 

December 8 

10:00a   Staff Meeting 

12:00p   AA 12 Steps Meeting continues virtually 

Wed  

December 9 

12:00p  Brown Bag Bible Study on Zoom 

                Meeting ID 84924897122 Password 12012 

1:00p     Prayer Warriors  (same login as Brown Bag Bible Study) 

6:30p      Evening Prayer 

Thurs 

December 10 

8:00a  Marketing Meeting  

12:12p  12 Minutes of Prayer of Facebook    

 

Fri 

December 11 

5:00p      Live Nativity [Front Lawn] 

7:00p      ACA 12-Step Group   Meeting Remotely  

7:30p     Essay 12-Step Group Meeting Virtually 

Sat 

December 12 

8:30a    Women of Heart Bible Study on Zoom 

              Meeting ID: 849 6940 2756  Passcode: 12012 

Sun 

December 13 

8:30a  Traditional Worship  in-person and on YouTube 

9:40a   Education Hour (Adult Forum, Sunday School, Youth)  

10:45a Contemporary Worship in-person and on YouTube 

5:00p   Confirmation 

This Week at Mt Zion  
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https://www.youtube.com/mtzionlutheran
https://www.youtube.com/mtzionlutheran
http://wartburgseminary.zoom.us/j/6455652349
https://www.facebook.com/mtzionlutheran?ref=br_tf
https://www.facebook.com/mtzionlutheran?ref=br_tf


 

 

 

Advent Devotional 2020  
Week 2 

 
Advent Blessing to you all!  

 This week our text from Isaiah is from the very first chapter of Second 

Isaiah.  The book of Isaiah is divided into 3 parts, 1
st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 Isaiah and 

some people think that the whole book had 3 different writers!  But some think 

there were only 2 different writers, and that the writers in 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 Isaiah had 

a lot in common.  First Isaiah contains chapters 1-39, Second Isaiah- chapters 

40 – 55 and Third Isaiah – chapters 56-66.  Anyway….   

 Today our reading is from Isaiah 40:1-11, the very first chapter of Sec-

ond Isaiah.  The Israelites are longing for God to come to Babylon and power-

fully defeat their captors!  There are lots of images of high mountains and low 

streets and making the ground level and this is all God’s doing!   

 One thing that caught our attention was the word COMFORT.  God 
says: “Comfort, O Comfort my people”.   

 
 
What comforts us now in this crazy time of Covid? 
Where do we find comfort? 
Here are some of our thoughts: 
 

 
 
 “I like to get outside and play football or basketball with my friends; my 
parents say it’s ok as long as we stay outside!”   
 
 “There is this time when I first get in the car and I am ready to drive 
somewhere and it just feels so great to be by myself, it’s like freedom”.  
 
 “Sometimes when I get to have a zoom hangout with my friends, it’s fun 
and it feels like comfort”.   
 
 “Watching the news does make me anxious, especially the election.”   
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Advent Devotional Week Two Continued 
 

Take a deep breath, settle your heart as you begin to read this text.  What do 
you notice, patterns, words – what is tugging at YOUR heart?   

Isaiah 40: 1-11 
 Comfort, O comfort my people, 
    says your God. 
2 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

    and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
    that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
    double for all her sins. 
3 A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 

    and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
    and the rough places a plain. 
5 
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 

    and all people shall see it together, 
    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
6 
A voice says, “Cry out!” 

    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, 
    their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
7 
The grass withers, the flower fades, 

    when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 
    surely the people are grass. 
8 
The grass withers, the flower fades; 

    but the word of our God will stand forever. 
9 
Get you up to a high mountain, 

    O Zion, herald of good tidings;
[a]

 
lift up your voice with strength, 
    O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,

[b]
 

    lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
    “Here is your God!” 
10 

See, the Lord God comes with might, 
    and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, 
    and his recompense before him. 
11 

God will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
    he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 
    and gently lead the mother sheep. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18430a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18430b


 

 

 

 The Take Root Milwaukee Marketing Workgroup 
has put together information for Milwaukee-area residents 
who are concerned about losing their home to bank fore-
closure or property tax delinquency: 
 

 
Bank/Mortgage Foreclosure Prevention 
• Many lenders have relief options they can offer to their mortgage clients. 
• Nonprofit financial counseling agencies can help people navigate their situa-
tion and work with their lender. 
• There are grants available to assist Milwaukee County residents who have 
already missed mortgage payments due to COVID-19 through the Milwaukee 
County Mortgage Assistance Program. Applications close 
December 18, 2020. 
• Do not pay any individual or company to help you avoid 
foreclosure. It is illegal for someone to take your money, 
up front, for that kind of assistance.  
• As foreclosures ramp up, so will mortgage rescue 
scams. The Fair Housing Council helps victims of mort-
gage rescue scams for free. Call them at 414-278-1240 
and leave a message for Dorothy, or 
email stoprescuescams@hotmail.com. They will take the complaint, and col-
laborate with the borrower to make complaints to the appropriate agencies. 
 
Property Tax Delinquency 
• City of Wauwatosa property tax bills are generally sent out the second full 
week in December. 
• How to pay your bill has changed due to COVID-19 social distancing guide-
lines.  
• The City offers an interest-free installment payment plan options to those 
who are unable to pay their bill in full by January 31, 2021. 
• It's important to pay at least your first installment payment by January 31, 
2021 to avoid delinquency. 
 
Get your Foreclosure Prevention Outreach Kit here. Kits 
are available to view and download from Google Drive. If 
you are not able to access please 
email jessica@uedawi.org.  

https://takerootmilwaukee.com/keep/  

Foreclosure Prevention Outreach 
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mailto:stoprescuescams@hotmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10KlUX4x62wosIIveTh5t-vkkd7lj3Lvf/edit
mailto:jessica@uedawi.org.
https://takerootmilwaukee.com/keep/


 

 

 I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving break and in full swing 
for Advent and preparing for Christmas.  Please make sure you use your Ad-
vent wreaths that the kids made in Sunday School 2 weeks ago.  They will en-
joy watching their projects come to life. 

 We are also still looking for volunteers to 
help us read and pre-record our virtual Christmas 
pageant.  Everyone who wants to participate will 
have a part but I'll need to know who is interested 
ASAP. 

 This week's Sunday School will be taught 
by Mrs. Bailey and Mrs. Neubauer.  We are learning 
about the birth of Jesus.  Please tune in on Sunday 
via Zoom for a fun-filled lesson. 

 

 9:40-10:05:  Children ages 3 years old through 2nd grade  

  Zoom ID:  752 6656 7262 

  Passcode:  Gf3avC 

 10:10-10:35 a.m.  Children in grades 3rd through 5th 

  Zoom ID:  786 9962 1972 

  Passcode:  tSU4vZ 

Brenda     

Sunday School Corner 
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Christmas Has a Heart 

 

An Alternative Christmas Market  

Do you want your Christmas celebration to include gifts that bring service, 

hope and love to our neighbors in the Milwaukee Metropolitan area? Con-

sider participating in Christmas Has a Heart 2020. It will be presented differently 

this year since there can’t be a physical market space. Instead, the Shopping 

List for our guest organizations will be available here in Grace Notes.  

Part of the excitement of Christmas Has a Heart is the opportunity to meet the 

people actually involved in the mission, and we don’t want you to miss that. 

Each organization will share a short video to be shown during worship in De-

cember so you can “meet” some of the people involved and hear directly from 

Kids Matter, MICAH, Outreach for Hope, Project Return, Reformation Lutheran 

Church, and Tosa Cares.  

See how you may participate in the Christmas Has A Heart 2020 Alternative 

Christmas Market in the insert with your Grace Notes.  

The Mt Zion Outreach Ministry Team  

 

 

HOW TO DONATE 

  

1. Donate online.  

2. Mail donation directly to organization(s).  

3. Send donation(s) through Mt Zion.  Include donation designations.  

 

 Sponsored by the Outreach Ministry Team of Mt Zion Lutheran Church  
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Introductions to CHAH groups 

 

Outreach for Hope 

Organization Mission: Investing financial gifts as a re-

source for transformation in ELCA Greater Milwaukee 

Synod ministries, serving communities of poverty.  

 

Kids Matter 

Organization mission (simply stated): Dedicated to 

helping abused and neglected children heal and thrive 

 

MICAH 

“To Do What Is Just” 

Financial gifts allow MICAH to take on the most im-

portant social justice issues in our community.  One 

goal is to hire a second organizer.  

 

Reformation Lutheran Church  

Reformation Lutheran Church walks with its members 

and neighbors in the ministry of accompaniment. Locat-

ed  in the Washington Park neighborhood, the faith 

community stands in solidarity with people who are 

marginalized and live in poverty.  

 

Project Return  

Assists returning X incarcerated people to urban reali-

ties and neighborhoods. Exists to help men and women 

make a positive permanent return to community, family 

and friends  

 

Tosa Cares  

Works to serve our community by providing food and 

assistance to families in need.  

Donations will be used to buy meat, and produce. We 

also purchase diapers and feminine products which are 

all products that cannot be purchased with a Quest 

card.  

 

 

 



 

 

Discipleship in a Democracy 

Part 3 

 This past month or so, we’ve been exploring the idea of discipleship in 
a democracy, using the new ELCA Social Message on that topic. Today, I want 
to share with you an excerpt from a letter that I wrote to my state representa-
tives. This letter is being shared to show you an example of how we can draw 
on our faith to speak to our government. You may disagree with the conclu-
sions I draw; that is OK. Again, this is simply an example of how our civic en-
gagement comes out of our baptismal calling from God. 

  The views, thoughts, and opinions expressed below belong solely to 
the author, and not necessarily to Mt Zion. 

  My request is simple: Amend 62.13(3) to give Police Chiefs and Fire 
Chiefs term lengths. 

  (all quotes in this letter are from the Social Message on Government 
and Civic Engagement in the United States, adopted by the Churchwide Coun-
cil of the ELCA on June 24, 2020) 

  As Christians, we uphold the God-ordained purpose of government. 
We believe government “is a gift from God intended for the safety and flourish-
ing of human life” (page 1). We recognized that it is God’s intent “to work 
through […] human activity to order and provide earthly justice and enough for 
all” (page 5). Today, I bring my beliefs and concerns to you as one of the peo-
ple you represent. 

  I am writing particularly regarding the reality that Police Chiefs currently 
serve lifetime appointments. As Lutherans, we “ask one simple but all-
encompassing question: is the neighbor being served?” (page 9). When this 
issue is held up to this simple question, a thought occurs: How can the neigh-
bor be served if the Police Chief has no accountability to the neighbor? 

  At least in the United States, one of the primary ways we make sure 
the neighbor is being served is through the “consent of the governed” (page 9). 
But if someone has a lifetime appointment, how can the consent of the gov-
erned be established? Especially when the position, unlike that of the United 
States Supreme Court, is held by one person and not a body of people? 

  Another measure we use is recognizing that government “functions and 
roles [are] for public benefit” (page 10). Public service can be “measured by the 
straightforward question, ‘Whose good is being served?’” (page 10). Whose 
good is being served by giving Police Chiefs a lifetime appointment? Is it the 
neighbor? How can it be when the definition of neighbor is always changing as 
the community changes, but a lifetime appointment is static? 

  We also appreciate the value of the “reform of government” (page 11). 
“A government function quickly loses credibility if carried out unfairly or arbitrari-
ly, in a way that discriminates against some in favor of others. Government sys-
tems should strive to include the perspectives of those affected by their deci-
sions and to seek fair representation of the community they serve” (page 12). 
The lifetime appointment of Police Chiefs has destroyed the credibility of the 
office in Wauwatosa, because the People have been told their voice doesn’t 
matter and may be disregarded. As a result, government is in dire need of re-
form. 

-Pastor Tyler 10 



 

 

One of our members wants to encour-

age you to come to “Beer and Bible, 

Wine & The Word”.  They enjoy the laid 

back the social atmosphere, but how in-

depth the conversation can go.  They 

say you can just listen if you’d prefer 

(and what a lively debate it can be at 

times, too!).  

Come check out Beer and Bible, 

Wine & The Word  

Every 1st and 3rd Thursday at 

5:00pm 

Member Recommendation 
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Science Tidbits 

Socialization is a basic human need  

 I have recently written about the im-
portance of social interaction and human touch 
for our general wellbeing. We have seen mas-
sive pushback, like the protests in Berlin, over 
governmental lockdowns and mask mandates. 
The stress of social isolation has taken a dispro-
portionate toll in our elderly, who are either invol-
untarily sequestered away in retirement homes 
or self-isolate in their homes out of fear of the Covid-19 virus. And the reper-
cussions of Draconian public policy have prompted closer attention to the biol-
ogy of socialization.  

 Recent studies at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology have 
directly addressed this issue. In one study, when mice that were isolated from 
other mice were motivated to seek the company of other mice, a group of 
neurons in the region of the brain called the dorsal raphe nucleus was activat-
ed. This response was absent in well-socialized mice.  

 In a separate study, the brain activity of people was tested after they 
were denied social contact of any kind for 10 hours. It involved 40 participants 
aged 18-40 years who were mostly college students. To create feelings of 
social isolation, the volunteers gave up their cell phones and/or laptops before 
spending 10 hours alone in a windowless room without email or social media 
access [personal note: one can assume they were in dire straits within 30 
minutes]. During this time, subjects had access to puzzles or reading material. 
They periodically filled out questionnaires relating their feelings of loneliness 
and discomfort.  

 Brain activity was compared to that in two other types of subjects: (1) 
those who fasted for 10 hours or (2) those during a normal day of socialization 
who served as controls. They discovered that a region of the brain called the 
substantia nigra (that is related to the dorsal raphe nucleus in mice) respond-
ed to feelings of food craving in fasted subjects or cravings for social contact 
in the isolated subjects. Control subjects showed no such activity.  

 An interesting detail is that individuals who reported satisfying social 
interactions prior to the study showed the most profound activation of the 
brain during isolation, while those who had previously felt chronically isolated 
displayed a more subdued response. Thus, isolation seems to blunt the re-
sponse.  

 The bottom line? This study showed for the first time that people who 
are put into isolation crave social interaction in the same way hungry people 
crave food. This led the researchers to the conclusion that we have suspected 
all along: “positive social interactions are a basic human need.” This may ex-
plain the dysfunction in human behavior that sometimes manifests in those 
denied basic socialization. Further studies are planned to compare the same 
response in the elderly, who, sadly, tend to encounter isolation at the highest 
levels.        Steve Downs 
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 Monday, December 7th marks Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day.  

 The attack on US Naval vessels at Pearl Harbor Naval Station in 1941 

resulted in the sinking of two battleships, the USS Utah and the USS Arizona, 

and killed 2,403 service members and civilians (NPS.gov/valr).  This attack led 

to the United States’ direct involvement in fighting in WWII.  

 When the US entered WWII, many women stepped up and filled in for 

jobs men had traditionally done.  Enter: Rosie the Riveter. And now, in 2020, 

one of the original Rosie the Riveters is back at it to support the effort…making 

face masks.  Read the full article here: https://abcn.ws/36FHvKF 

 As of printing on Friday, December 4, 2020, more people in the United 

States died yesterday alone from COVID-19 than were killed in the bombings on 

Pearl Harbor.   Please stay safe. We can do it.  It will take all of us working to-

gether and stepping up to end this.                                         Jessica Monahan 

Pearl Harbor and Beyond 

New Giving App: Tithe.ly 

  

 Give online today or download “Tithe.ly” by 

Your Giving, Inc. on your phone or mobile device to-

day and search for Mt Zion. 

 Why are we switching to Tithe.ly? 

 Online giving is a convenient service we provide, but every online do-

nation has a small cost. Tithe.ly will save us an estimated $1000 per year over 

Vanco. 

Tithe.ly vs. Vanco 

Credit Card 

ACH (Bank Transfer) 

Tithe.ly – Free with other services 

2.4% + $0.25 per transaction 

0.5% + $0.25 per transaction 

 

 But more than just $1000 savings, Tithe.ly will also be replacing our 

ChMS (member database) with a much better database (and saving us an ad-

ditional $600 per year) plus providing a number of others we don’t currently 

have. Look forward to more Tithe.ly announcements throughout 2021. 

Vanco - $49 per month 

2.35% + $0.35 per transaction 

0.8% + $0.35 per transaction 

https://www.nps.gov/valr/learn/historyculture/national-pearl-harbor-remembrance-day.htm
https://abcn.ws/36FHvKF


 

 

 
Birthdays 

Kenneth S  12/1 
Bradley S.  12/6 

Lorre G.  12/8 
Kelly R.  12/9 
Kay C.  12/11 

Perrie D.  12/13 
Ellie Y. 12/14 

Angella G.  12/16 
Mick C.  12/21 

Forrest D.  12/21 
Mark S.  12/21 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Caroline W.  12/21 
Liz C. 12/23 

Mark J.  12/24 
Jennifer J.  12/24 

Baby Jesus  12/25 
Jean M.  12/28 

Heather T. 12/28 
Linda R.  12/31 

Nancy D.  12/31 
Susan M. 12/31 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Wedding Anniversaries 

Jean and John M 12/19 
Derrick and Michelle G. 

12/29 
   

December Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Scripture Readings for Next Week  
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11      Psalm 126 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24   John 1:6-8,19-28 

Scripture Readings for This Week  
Isaiah 40:1-11  Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

2 Peter 3:8-15a  Mark 1:1-8 
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https://bit.ly/2Ibrq67 

https://bit.ly/2Ibrq67


Mt Zion Staff 

Leadership Board 

Pastor 
The Reverend Tyler D. Rasmussen 
pastor@mtzionlutheran.org 
 

Parish Administrator 
Jess Monahan 
parishadmin@mtzionlutheran.org 
 

Office Volunteers 

reception@mtzionlutheran.org 

 

Worship Volunteer Coordinator 
Janet McCarthy (volunteer) 
worshipvol@mtzionlutheran.org 
 

Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Perrie Dralle 
youth@mtzionlutheran.org 
 

Maintenance 
David Ulrichsen 
maintenance@mtzionlutheran.org 

 

Sunday School Superintendent 
Brenda Marciniak (volunteer) 
sundayschool@mtzionlutheran.org 
 

Organist 
Cynthia Johnson 
music@mtzionlutheran.org 
 

Director of Choirs 
Patricia Eby                                    
Choirs@mtzionlutheran.org  
 

Contemporary Worship Leader 
Kristin Sponcia 

Contemporaryworship@mtzionlutheran.org  

 

Website 
Pat Campbell 

Website@mtzionlutheran.org  

 

Social Media 
Douglas Johnson (volunteer) 
marydouglasjohnson@gmail.com 

12012 West North Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI  53226 

(414) 258-0456 

parishadmin@mtzionlutheran.org 

 mtzionlutheran.org 

 facebook.com/mtzionlutheran 

 instagram.com/mtzionlutheran 

         youtube.com/mtzionlutheran    

Matt Czervionke, President 

president@mtzionlutheran.org 

Lynda Yanny, Vice President 
VP@mtzionlutheran.org 

David Fohr, Treasurer 
Treasurer@mtzionlutheran.org 

Sara Bailey, Secretary 
secretary@mtzionlutheran.org 

† 

Ian Koenig 

Robyn Di Giacinto 

Doug Dralle 

Debbie Kleppek 

Janet McCarthy 

Jean Morack 

Erik Peterson 

Mavis Roesch 

Jeremy Goss 

Mike Marciniak 

Katie Frederick 
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