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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher preaches & presides with Rev. Colleen Lissamer. 
Organ prelude - Nell Howard 

http://www.colwoodanglican.ca|admin@colwoodanglican.ca
mailto:pschumacher@bc.anglican.ca


THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Welcome: Good morning, and welcome to this service of worship on this Seventeenth Sunday 
after Pentecost.  My name is Paul Schumacher, and I am the interim priest-in-charge at the 
Church of The Advent during this time of transition.  This morning, we are joined by the 
Reverend Colleen Lissamer, who was ordained a deacon in the Anglican Church of Canada, this 
past Sunday. We thank God for bringing Colleen into our midst and we ask God’s continued 
blessings on Colleen as she begins her ministry within our parish and the Colwood/Langford 
communities. 
As we meet today, we begin by remembering the Songhees and Esquimalt nations, on whose 
traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their stewardship 
of the land and water, the plants, and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet today, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent years—
the community of faith known as Church of the Advent.  Let us greet one another with words 
and signs of welcome.  
Come, come with your doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses, and your fears, for God loves 
us all and all are welcome in this space. We invite you to come and join our readers, prayer 
leaders, music director and choir members, along with our technical team, as we offer prayer 
and praise to our Creator.   
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day: Scripture shares with us, “God has called us through the gospel, 
so that we may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
Opening Hymn: CP#473 “Behold How Pleasant”  
(Text: Ps. 133 para. Pablo Sosa {1933-}, alt. Music: Melody - Pablo Sosa {1933-}; Arr. Darryl Nixon {1952-}. Text and 
Melody© Pablo Sosa. Arr. © Songs for a Gospel People, admin. Wood Lake Books.) 
 

  Refrain:  
Behold how pleasant, how good it is 

  How pleasant and harmonious when  
God’s people are together 

 
  Fragrant as precious oil when running fresh on Aaron’s beard.  
 

Refrain 
 
  Fresh like the morning dew that falls on Zion’s holy hill.   
 

Refrain 
 
  There is where God bestows the blessing, life for ever more.   
 

Refrain 
 



Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Act of Praise: (From the Lutheran Book of Worship) 
O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children. 
Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we amy walk in your ways of wisdom and 
understanding as servants of your Son Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day:  Almighty God, you have created the heavens and earth, and all humankind 
in your image. Teach us to discern your hand in all your works and to serve you with 
reverence and thanksgiving, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 
Chat @ the Chancel: Rev. Colleen Lissamer   
 
Song: VU 289  “It Only Takes a Spark”  
(Text: Kurt Kaiser {1969-} Music: Kurt Kaiser {1969-}. Text and Music used by permission of Budjohn Songs.) 
 

  It only takes a spark to get a fire going, 
  And soon all those around can warm up in its glowing, 
  That’s how it is with God’s love once you’ve experienced it, 
  You spread God’s love to everyone, you want to pass it on. 
 
  What a wondrous time is spring when all the trees are budding, 
  The birds begin to sing, the flowers start their blooming, 
  That’s how it is with God’s love, once you’ve experienced it, 
  You want to sing, it’s fresh like spring, you want to pass it on. 
 
  I wish for you, my friend, this happiness that I’ve found, 
  On God you can depend, it matters not where you’re bound, 
  I’ll shout it from the mountain top, I want my world to know, 
  The Lord of love has come to me, I want to pass it on. 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm: 19 (BAS Pg. 725)  
 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * and the firmament shows his handiwork. 
 
2 One day tells its tale to another, * and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
 
3 Although they have no words or language, * and their voices are not heard, 
 
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * and their message to the ends of the world. 
 
5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his 
chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
 
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
 
7 The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; * the testimony of the Lord is sure and 
gives wisdom to the innocent. 
 
8 The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; * the commandment of the Lord is 
clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 
9 The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; * the judgements of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether. 
 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, * sweeter far than honey, 
than honey in the comb. 
 
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 
12 Who can tell how often he offends? * cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
 
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, * O 
Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 
 
Second Reading: James 13 – 4:3, 7-8a 
Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done 
with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, 
do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is 
earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be 
disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 



peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or 
hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.  
Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from 
your cravings that are at war within you? You want something and do not have it; so, you 
commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so, you engage in disputes and 
conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures.  
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to 
God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded.  
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of the Day: CP #307 “When Long Before Time”  
(Text and Melody: Peter Davison {1936-} ©; Harm. George Black {1931-} ©.)  
 

  When long before time and the worlds were begun, 
  When there was no earth and no sky and no sun, 
  And all was deep silence and night reigned supreme, 
  And even our Maker had only a dream. 
 
  The Silence was broken when God sang the Song, 
  And light pierced the darkness and rhythm began, 
  And with its first birth cries creation was born, 
  And creaturely voices sang praise to the morn. 
 
  The sounds of the creatures were one with the Lord’s, 
  Their harmonies sweet and befitting the Word, 
  The Singer was pleased as the earth sang the Song, 
  The choir of the creatures re-echoed it long. 
 
  Though, down through the ages, the Song disappeared, 
  Its harmonies broken and almost unheard, 
  The Singer comes to us to sing it again, 
  Our God is with us in the world now as then. 
 
  The Light has returned as it came once before, 
  The Song of the Lord is our own song once more, 
  So, let us all sing with one heart and one voice 
  The Song of the Singer in whom we rejoice. 
 



  To you, God, the Singer, our voices we raise, 
  To you, Song incarnate, we give all our praise, 
  To you, Holy Spirit, our life, and our breath, 
  Be glory, forever, through life and through death. 
 
Gospel: Luke 12:49-53 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
‘I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I have a baptism with 
which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! Do you think that I have 
come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! From now on, five in one 
household will be divided, three against two and two against three; they will be divided: 
father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against 
mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.’ 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 

Prayers of the People       September 19, 2021 
Written by Karen Turner for the Diocese of Toronto, Earth Sunday 2018 

 
Creator God, teach us to see your presence in the beauty of the universe, for all things speak of 
you. Awaken our praise and thankfulness for everything that you have made. Give us the grace 
to understand that we are connected to everything that is.  



In gratitude, let us pray to the Lord.      We give you thanks, O God. 
 

God whom we love, we stand before you with open and humble hearts. In our imagination, 
allow us to see and hear and feel the beautiful expressions of the earth, that speak to each of 
us - Mountains, rivers, prairie, oceans, Forest, meadows, trees, flowers.  

In gratitude, let us pray to the Lord.       We give you thanks, O God. 
 

God of love, show us our place in this world, as kin to all the non-human creatures with whom 
we share the earth. They came forth from your hand; they are yours, filled with your presence 
and your tender love, and not one of them is forgotten in your sight.  

In gratitude, let us pray to the Lord.       We give you thanks, O God. 
 
Saving God, we give thanks for all human beings on the earth, created from dust, yet crowned 
with glory, those we know and those who are strangers; those near to us and those far away; all 
of us beautiful, all of us flawed. We pray for those who have asked for our prayers, and we pray 
for those who need prayers, but have no one to pray for them.  We pray for Bob, Irene, Travis, 
Bill, Christopher, Dianne, Sheila, Barb, Kian, and Sierra.  I invite you now to pray aloud or silently 
for any others you hold in your heart.  We pray that all who have asked for our prayers may 
know the healing power of God, and that those who die today may not die alone,  

In gratitude, let us pray to the Lord.        We give you thanks, O God. 
 

God of abundance, we give thanks for the sun, for water, for soil, for air, on which our lives 
depend moment by moment. In silence we are aware of our frailty, our complete dependence 
on our beloved Mother Earth who nurtures us and sustains our every breath.  

In gratitude, let us pray to the Lord.         We give you thanks, O God. 
 

Creator God, we enjoy the abundant fruits of the earth, yet we acknowledge that we in the 
developed world, have often wasted the gifts of the earth, taking more than our share, leaving 
our sisters and brothers in other places in poverty and need. Renew our minds and transform 
us into servants of the earth, so that her richness and bounty will sustain, not only us, but 
generations to come after us.  

In gratitude, let us pray to the Lord.          We give you thanks, O God. Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them into his grace.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.        



May Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm 
and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, be with you 
this day and forever more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry:  
 
Commissioning Hymn: CP#573 “O Day of Peace”  
(Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr. {1944–}, © 1982 Hope Publishing Co.; Music: Charles Hubert Hastings Parry {1848 – 1918}; 
arr. The Church Hymnary, 3rd edition, Oxford, 1973, alt.) 

 
O day of peace that dimly shines  
Through all our hopes and prayers and dreams, 
Guide us to justice, truth, and love, 
Delivered from our selfish schemes. 
May swords of hate fall from our hands, 
Our hearts from envy find release, 
Till by God’s grace our warring world 
Shall see Christ’s promises reign of peace. 
 
 
 
 



Then Shall the wolf dwell with the Lamb, 
Nor shall the fierce devour the small, 
As beasts and cattle calmly graze,  
A little child shall lead them all. 
Then enemies shall learn to love, 
All creatures find their true accord, 
The hope of peace shall be fulfilled, 
For all the earth shall know the Lord. 

 
Commissioning: Tend the earth, care for God’s good creation, and bring forth the fruits of 
righteousness. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. Amen.  
 
“Let All Things Their Creator Bless”: Liturgy for Use During the Season of Creationtide, Diocese of Guilford, pp. 38-39 
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TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for the Church of the Province of Uganda. 
Pray for Barry our Executive Archdeacon, Anna our Bishop,  
Paul our Interim Priest-In-Charge, & Colleen our Deacon. 

Pray for S. John the Baptist, South Cowichan, & Diocese of Kootenay. 
In the Selkirk Region for Holy Trinity, Sooke. 

 
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 

Christopher, Dianne, Sheila, Barb, Carol Ann, Bill, Kian, Sierra, Travis, Bob, & Irene. 
We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.   

 

 

 


