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MINUTES OF THE 117th SESSION 
OF THE SYNOD OF THE DIOCESE OF RUPERT’S LAND 

October 17th, 2020 
 -----------------              
 
The 117th Session of the Synod of the Diocese of Rupert’s Land opened at 9:30 a.m. with instruction and 
clarification on using ZOOM given by Mr. Bob Wedlake, the Secretary of Synod. The instructions 
included screen settings, reminding delegates that their microphones have been muted and that they 
use the chat function if they wish to be recognized by the Chair. If delegates opposed any resolution, 
they were instructed to unmute their microphones and verbalize their opposition. Also, the 
announcement was made that results would be emailed and made available on the website shortly after 
the conclusion of Synod. 
 
The Bishop called upon the Diocesan Dean, The Very Rev. Paul N. Johnson to acknowledge the land and 
the treaties.   

 
“We acknowledge that we meet and work in the Treaties 1, 2 and 3 territories, the traditional land 
of the Anishinaabe, Cree, and the Dakota, the Dene People and the Homeland of the Metis 
Nation.  We are grateful for their stewardship of this land and their hospitality which allows us to 
live, work and serve God, the Creator here.” 

 
The Bishop called upon the Elder Amanda Wallin to welcome us to the land. Elder Amanda Wallin, first, 
identified herself as a Black Cloud woman and honoured the land in which we come again, reminding 
that our Mother Earth sustains us every day in replenishing our life. Elder Amanda Wallin also 
emphasized that we are all related; our trees are related; our birds are related; and everything is in 
relation, so we are a family, and we are here to honour one another. In this acknowledgement of the 
land, Elder Wallin called for our participation in replenishing and helping Mother Earth in any way which 
we can to come together. 
 
Holy Eucharist of the Memorial of St. Ignatius of Antioch was led by the Bishop.  
 
Bishop Geoffrey Woodcroft gave the Bishop’s Charge to Synod: 
 
In greeting, the Bishop introduced himself with his spirit name: Eastern Golden Eagle of the Wolf Clan and 
described this Synod as the product of the two years of searching and planning to bring elders together 
into our midst to observe, to counsel, and to be the Church with us as we plan and move into the future. 

 
Acknowledging the honour of having Elder Bill Shead on Zoom and Elder Amanda Wallin at his side 
present, the Bishop spoke of elders of all of our traditions as well as those delegates who are no longer 
with us such as Art Braid, Bob Clarkson, Jim Warner, and all of whom have offered decades of service to 
the Diocese at large. And, the Bishop invited all of us to think about others who passed away since our 
last Synod, and he expressed his desire to hear from us about their stories as their stories are the story of 
Rupert’s Land. 

 
Expressing his indebtedness to the Elders’ service to the Diocese and the clergy and lay leaders, the Bishop 
urged all to move into the future with the theme: The Hour Has Come. 

 As Jesus tells us in the Gospel reading appointed for the Memorial of Ignatius of Antioch, the 
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hour has come for Christ to be glorified, for the Church, the Body of Christ, to fall as a grain of 
wheat into the ground. 

 

 The hour has come, the Bishop said, for Christ to be glorified in our worship, in good times and in 
bad times. The Christ risen and glorified commands the hope that empowers the Body of Christ 
in our earthly pilgrimage. 

 

 The hour has come for the Church to suffer, to die, and, in dying, to bear much fruit. Now is the 
hour to build, serve, and sacrifice for a better future. 

 

 The hour has come for the Church to recognize that it cannot be “the settler’s Church.” 
Indigenous Anglicans are moving forward with self-determination under the episcopal leadership 
of Archbishop Mark MacDonald, the Indigenous Bishops’ Group, the Anglican Circle of Indigenous 
Peoples.  

 

 The Bishop acknowledged that the church in Rupert’s Land has been the perpetrator of bullying, 
systemic racism, prejudicial behaviour and privilege amidst many people not only Indigenous. 

 

 Our voice must be heard as we live out our identity in the One Body of Christ.  Now is the hour for 
the non-privileged Church to be fruitful. If we die for the sake of the whole Church, we will be part 
of the fruit that is born from having died. 

 

 This is the hour to follow the wisdom of our ancestors to reclaim the earth for sustainable human 
and non-human lives. 

 

 He acknowledged that these Extraordinary Days of COVID-19 have caused a ground-swell of deep 
lament. Now is the hour for a commanding hope. 

 

 The heath and wellness of the Body of Christ depends greatly upon that which we allow to die and 
that which we nurture and foster into life. 

 

 The health of the Church depends upon all members being engaged in the Body, bringing 
EVERYTHING WE HAVE GOT.  Now is the hour, Christ is glorified and on our way to a share in that 
glory, we like Christ, must die in order to bear fruit. 

 

 Call on all to implement regular continuing education for all disciples; participate in Diocesan 
educational events; facilitate ongoing conversation about what it means to be part of the Body of 
Christ; start discussion in your parish regarding life cycles and equip the disciples with the tools to 
make new relationships. 

 

 This is the hour for Christ to be glorified in our midst, as he is glorified in the eternal life of that 
Trinitarian love that courses through God’s most abundant, fruitful, life-giving creation.  Now is 
the hour, living in the shadow of his blinding glory, for the Body of Christ to fall like a grain of 
wheat into the earth that it might bear the fruit of sacrifice. 

 
The Bishop’s Charge to Synod ended with the reflection on the readings from today’s lectionary: 
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“Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; our God is full of compassion” (Ps 116:5). Thus, the Apostle 
tells the truth when he says that nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord (Rom 8:39). 
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Holding onto a gift of a diamond willow walking stick, the Bishop was thrilled to announce the following 
two recipients of the Order of Rupert’s Land: 
 

 Dr. Louise Cornell, who was a lifer in Rupert’s Land, a teacher, an educator, a caregiver, and such 
a fine human being. Since she currently lives in Saskatchewan, we shall make the presentation in 
person when COVID-19 restrictions are lifted. 

 The Rev. Barbara Shoomski, nominated for her tireless work in justice and deep care and 
compassion for the neighbourhood, especially for Indigenous persons; we were able to make 
the presentation, physically distanced and masked up, since she visited at the parking lot of the 
Diocesan Office. 

 
After brief stretch break Synod resumed. 
 
Welcoming everyone back to this extraordinary Synod, the Bishop acknowledged those at the head 
table: 

 Mr. James Ripley  Chancellor 

 The Rev. Karen Laldin  Chair of the Agenda Committee 

 Mr. Bob Wedlake  Secretary of Synod 

 Mr. Bill Shead (via Zoom) Elder 

 Ms. Amanda Wallin  Elder 
 
 
Then, the Opening Worship was led by the Rev. Rachel Twigg-Boyce. 
 
Followed by the Opening Worship, the Bishop thanked the Diocese of Rupert’s Land and the ELCIC MNO 
Synod for supplying the room that the head table was using to make this version of Synod work.  Next, 
he called upon the Rev. Andrew Rampton to introduce the Credentials Committee. 
 
The Rev. Andrew Rampton thanked everyone who volunteered to be a part of the Credentials 
Committee, recognizing that they have had rapidly shifting requests made of them because of the way 
things have changed.  Particularly, he thanked the Rev. Rachel Twigg-Boyce, the Rev. Theo Robinson, 
and Ms. Cara Robinson. He also extended his thanks to Ms. Judy McIvor and the Rev. Deacon Karen 
Terlinski for their assistance in keeping track of things and getting this report together.             
 

Mr. Chairman, and members of Synod, as of this morning at 10:15 a.m.,   
 

     74        of a possible 88 clergy are in attendance and  
    117       of a possible 139 laity are in attendance. 
 
Mr. Chairman, we have a quorum. 
   (Note: Required for quorum was 22/88 clergy and 35/139 laity – 25%) 
 

The Bishop then made his Declaration of the Synod announcing:                                                                    
"Notice of this session of the Synod having been given as required by the Canons of the Diocese 
and a quorum of the Synod being present, I declare this 117th Session to be regularly called and 
ready to proceed in accordance with the Constitution."  
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Appointment of Honorary Secretaries 
The Rev. Karen Laldin announced the Appointment of Honorary Secretaries:        

As appointed by Diocesan Council: The Honorary Secretaries for the 117th Session of Synod are: 
Diane Lee and Stephanie Wood. 

 
Agenda: 

MOTION Rev. Karen Laldin/Mr. Bob Wedlake 
  RESOLVED THAT the Agenda for the 1st sitting be as follows:             
   Welcome to New Members 
   Announcement of Diocesan Council Appointees 
   Announcement of Youth Appointees  
   Resolution re: Synod Appointees 
   Granting privileges of the floor 
   Announcement of Scrutineers  
   Report of the Nominating Committee 
   Report of the Scrutineers 
   Resolution re: Destroying of ballots 
   Closing Procedures 
   Bishop’s Appointments 
   Resolution re: Appointment of Auditors 
   Elders’ Reflections 
   Vote of thanks 
   Bishop’s Concurrence 
   Closing Worship 
   Adjournment  
 CARRIED 
 
The Bishop then extended a welcome to all new clergy and first-time lay delegates   
   The Rev. Musonda Abel Ng’Andwe, St. John the Baptist, Fort Francis 

The Rev. Deacon Shelagh Balfour, St. Peter, Winnipeg 
The Rev. Deacon Cathie Clow, St. Helen Fairford 
The Rev. Dwight Rutherford, St. Luke, Winnipeg 
The Rev. Heekyong Diane Lee, Church of the Good Shepherd, Winnipeg 
The Rev. Theo Robinson, St. Michael, Victoria Beach 
The Rev. Davies Adebiyi, St. Mark 
The Rev. Rebecca Graham, St. Alban, Kenora 
The Rev. Deacon Margaret Friesen, St. Aidan 
The Rev. Rachel Twigg-Boyce, saint benedicts table 
The Rev. Jennifer Marlor – Interim priest at St. George, Crescentwood 
The Rev. Canon Kim Salo – Honorary Assistant at St. Aidan 
The Rev. Susan Salo – Honorary Assistant at St. Aidan 

 
The Bishop then Announced the Diocesan Council Appointees:  
   Wilson Akinwale 

 Chris Barnes 
 

The Bishop then Announced the Youth Appointees:   
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 Megan Duff 
 Tereza Mawejje 
 Cara Robinson 
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Synod Appointees for this session of Synod   

MOTION Rev. Karen Laldin/Mr. Bob Wedlake 
  RESOLVED THAT the following be appointed as Synod Appointees for this session of  
  Synod: 
   The Rev. Robert Murray 

  The Rev. Deacon Marline Wruck 
 

  CARRIED 
  
Privileges of the Floor:  

MOTION Rev. Karen Laldin/Mr. Bob Wedlake                                
  RESOLVED THAT Synod grants privileges of the floor, without the right to vote to: 
  The Rev. Deacon Karen Terlinski 
     
  CARRIED 
 
The Bishop made the announcement regarding the appointment of scrutineers: 
  Appointment of Scrutineers:                         
  As approved by Diocesan Council, the Scrutineers for the 117th Session of Synod are: 
  Karen Laldin, Judy McIvor, Karen Terlinski and Bob Wedlake 
 
   
The Rev. Deacon Karen Terlinski presented the Report of the Nominating Committee: 
 

 Report of the Nominating Committee                                                                         
 
 
The Rev. Deacon Karen Terlinski Announced names of the Committee: 
  Barb Larson 
  Tanis Webster 
  Carol Guilford 
  Mary Lysecki 
 
The Rev. Deacon Karen Terlinski presented the Report of the Scrutineers:       
  
  “Mr. Chairman I present to you the results of the balloting.” 
 
The Bishop reported the Results of the Balloting      
        

  Diocesan Council – Clergy Elected 

CLERGY - Outside Winnipeg 
 Dolloff, John St. Mary la Prairie, Portage la Prairie 
 Graham, Rebecca St. Alban Cathedral, Kenora 
 MacDonald, (Elda) Lynn St. Luke, Dryden 
 Robinson, Theo St. Michael, Victoria Beach 
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CLERGY - Winnipeg 
 Ford, Brian Cathedral Parish of St. John 
 Holbrook, Helen St. Paul, Fort Garry/Special Ministries 
 Lampman, Paul St. Luke, Winnipeg 
 McIntosh, Wayne St. Francis, Winnipeg 
 Rampton, Andrew St. Bartholomew, Winnipeg 
 Solomon, Vincent Epiphany Indigenous/UIMD 
   

Clergy Alternate (in order of votes received):   
Dan Thagard, John Giroux 
 

Diocesan Council – Lay Elected 
LAITY - Outside Winnipeg   

 Green, Gail                    St. Michael, Victoria Beach 
 Larson, Barbara St. Alban Cathedral, Kenora 
 Mawejje, June Rachel St. Clement, Mapleton 
 Vezina, Marcella St. Philip, Scanterbury 

 
LAITY - Winnipeg 

 Akinwale, Wilson Church of the Good Shepherd, Winnipeg 
 Bater, Barbara St. Mary Magdalene 
 Cummings. Lucy St. Mary Charleswood 
 Henderson, Ted St. Francis, Winnipeg 
 Pilbeam, Richard St. Paul, Fort Garry 
 Roe-Finlay, Susan St. Luke, Winnipeg 
 Russell, Gary Epiphany Indigenous Anglican Church  
 Thagard, Claudine St. George, Transcona 
 

Lay Alternates (in order of votes received)  
Colin Dorrian, Dorian Sherman 

 

Diocesan Court - Acclaimed 

CLERGY Acclaimed 
Holbrook, Helen   St. Paul, Fort Garry 
Thagard, Dan                             St. George, Transcona 

 
LAITY Acclaimed  

Pilbeam, Richard  St. Paul, Fort Garry 
Sherman, Dorian  St. George, Transcona 
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Board on Canons and Rules of Order - ACCLAIMED 

CLERGY Acclaimed 

Ford, Brian              Cathedral Parish of St. John  
Harwood-Jones, Tony    St. Margaret, Winnipeg 

 
LAITY Acclaimed 
Sherman, Dorian         St. George, Transcona 
Thomas, Robert      St. George, Cres.  
 

General Synod  
CLERGY Elected 

Holbrook,Helen  St. Paul, Fort Garry/Special Ministries 
Still, Murray   St. James, Winnipeg  
 
Clergy Alternates: (in order of votes received)   
Wayne McIntosh, Rebecca Graham 

 
LAITY Elected 

Larson, Barbara St. Alban Cathedral, Kenora  
Russell, Gary Epiphany Indigenous Anglican Church  
Lay Alternates (in order of votes received) 
Richard Pilbeam 

 
Youth Acclaimed 
Robinson, Cara St. John’s College Chapel 
 

Provincial Synod 
CLERGY Elected  

Solomon, Vincent    Epiphany Indigenous Anglican Church 
Still, Murray  St. James/St. Stephen & St. Bede 
Kennedy, Helen  St. George, Transcona 

Clergy Alternates (in order of votes received) 
Rebecca Graham, Helen Holbrook, Theo Robinson, Wayne 
McIntosh 

 
LAITY Elected 

Larson, Barbara St. Alban Cathedral, Kenora 
Roe-Finlay, Susan St. Luke, Winnipeg 

Lay Alternates (in order of votes received) 
Richard Pilbeam 
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Youth Acclaimed 
Robinson, Cara St. John’s College Chapel 
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The Destruction of the Ballots:   

MOTION Rev. Karen Laldin/Mr. Bob Wedlake 
  RESOLVED THAT the ballots be destroyed by the Scrutineers.          
  CARRIED 
 
Closing Procedures began with the Bishop announcing his Appointments:   
 Bishop’s Appointments        

 Bishop announces the following appointments: 
    Secretary of Synod:  Bob Wedlake 

Agenda Committee Chair: Karen Laldin 
    Nominations Committee Co-Chairs: Diane Panting & Naboth Manzongo 
    Resolutions Committee Chair:  John Dolloff 
    Credentials Committee Chair:  Andrew Rampton 
 
The Bishop reminded that though our future is uncertain and making plans is difficult, being unable to 
plan our next gathering at this point does not mean that we do nothing. He said that we would gather 
again, but in the meantime, we have a lot of work to do. 

 

Appointment of the Auditors:   

MOTION Rev. Karen Laldin/Mr. Bob Wedlake 
  RESOLVED THAT as approved by Diocesan Council the Auditors be Price Waterhouse. 
  
  CARRIED 
 
Elders reflections:   
Elders reflections were first presented by Elder Amanda Wallin.  She described the 117th Synod as a very 
touching and heartfelt gathering because she was able to see the difference that the Church is trying to 
make, especially seeing the windows of the soul of her Lord (Bishop) Geoff, seeing the compassion and 
sincerity behind those promises for our people. 
 
Referring back to what she said earlier at the beginning, Elder Wallin talked about how everything is related. 
Trees are related; four legged animals are related; all are a family. We are on Mother Earth to protect the 
four legged.  We all bleed red. She further connected this interrelatedness to the seven sacred teachings.  
 
First, respect: It is about how to give. That is how she felt about coming here. Elder Wallin continued, saying 
that the Church is more prepared in giving and more than prepared in helping us come together and closer 
as a family. That fact that we have a lot of work to do reminds Elder Wallin of the beaver. She said we could 
learn from the beaver, an animal that is always busy. The beaver keeps itself busy because otherwise it will 
die if its teeth get too long.  She stressed that all of us have a gift and that we must use that gift because if 
we do not use that gift, we will not survive.  Using those gifts all we have; we have to continue to come 
together at the Synod table and talk.  
 
Elder Wallin continued sharing the wisdom from the turtle, which symbolizes honesty. She pointed out the 
importance of knowing the truth and speaking from the heart. In old days, Indigenous people went by the 
oral tradition, not using pens and papers. She is looking forward to the truthful journey with everyone at 
this Synod and with Lord (Bishop) Geoff as we learn to work together as a family who are all related. Again, 
she stressed upon the fact that we are all related so that we must learn to be respectful, learn to be honest, 
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above all, learn to be kind as the Creator wants us to be. 
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In closing, Elder Wallin called for our attention to the environment as Mother Earth is hurting at her limit: 
Recycle, Reuse, and teach our next generation that everything we have here is from Mother Earth through 
the Creator. Elder Wallin asks how we will live and make our way to our journey to the Great Spirit if we do 
not take care of Mother Earth. 
 
----- 
Next, Elder Bill Shead was invited on Zoom by the Bishop who presented ceremonial tobacco to Elder Shead 
hoping that Elder received it spiritually as an offering so that we may hear his wisdom.   
 
Elder Bill Shead began to say that he was engrossed in the Bishop’s Charge, acknowledging that the use of 
language may disguise a very important message and challenge for some as the Charge addressed the 
relationship between Indigenous and non-indigenous people within Rupert’s Land. 
 
For Indigenous people, it is a time that we all hope for revival and renaissance.  Elder Shead touched on 
some brief history on the Indigenous people in Rupert’s Land, being well into the 7th generation, in 
adherence to the Anglican faith; in other parts of the country, they have had a longer association between 
Indigenous people and non-indigenous people, for instance, Mi’kmaq in the east coast and Six Nations in 
Ontario. Thus, the history in Rupert’s Land is much shorter. It has been a little over 200 years since Lord 
Selkirk brought the first settlers into the Winnipeg area, and the Anglican missionaries started to arrive.   
 
Elder Shead sees hope today in the indigenous community as there are people who demonstrated that they 
are taking advantage of what the non-indigenous people have to offer in the way of education and training. 
At universities across the country as many as 20,000 Indigenous students are studying.  He estimated that 
the number of Indigenous students at the University of Winnipeg is 2,500, which has been going on for 
some time.  In this sign of hope, he also sees many challenges because Indigenous people are suffering from 
extreme poverty, ill health, and incarceration. They need help. 
 
On a positive side, Elder Shead noted that young Indigenous people who are going on and studying are 
going to make their contribution and help their own people, but the important thing for Indigenous people, 
as Anglicans, is the relationship between indigenous and non-indigenous people. He urged non-indigenous 
people to have an open heart, an open mind and a receptive mind to understand and try to feel the sadness 
and the challenge of those Indigenous people who are suffering. 
 
Finally, Elder Shead underscored that the Church has a big role and that the Bishop has given this Synod a 
real challenge. And, he wished all of us in Rupert’s Land well that with good faith, such a challenge will be 
met, maybe not successfully in the short term, but with perseverance over the long term, as our dreams 
and prayers will be answered.  
 
 
Vote of Thanks  
MOTION: Rev. Rachel Twigg-Boyce/Rev. Andrew Rampton 
  RESOLVED THAT this 117th Session of Synod express its deep thanks to:  

• The Worship Team led by Donika Bacoka, Danielle Morton, the Rev. Bonnie 
Dowling, the Rev. Rachel Twigg-Boyce, and the Rev. Andrew Rampton, 

• Mr. Rick Scherger who served as our AV Technician,  
• The Rev. Karen Laldin, Chair of the Agenda Committee and the members of 
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the Synod Agenda Committee for their work and creative thinking on how 
to have this virtual Synod, 

• The Chair of the Nominations Committee, The Rev. Deacon Karen Terlinski 
and the members of her Committee, for seeking out and organizing the 
nominations and balloting process,  

• The Chair of the Credentials Committee, The Rev. Andrew Rampton and 
the volunteers who assisted with the registration process and quorum 
taking, 

• The Chair of the Resolutions Committee, The Rev. John Dolloff who while 
he had no resolutions to deal with at this synod, was a valuable member of 
the Agenda Committee, 

• The Scrutineers, for their careful tallying of the ballots, 
• The Recording Secretaries: Diane Lee and Stephanie Wood, for their 

attentive recording of the proceedings of the Synod, 
• The Rev. Brian Ford who worked on the member / registration data base 

for our Synod’s use, 
• To our Elders, Bill Shead and Amanda Wallin for their counsel and direction 

leading up to and including this session of Synod, 
• Our Chancellor, Mr. Jim Ripley, for his wisdom and advice, not only during 

the session, but on many matters leading up to the synod throughout the 
year, 

• The Anglican Centre Staff who provided administrative and organizational 
assistance prior to and throughout the Synod, Archdeacon Simon Blaikie, 
and especially Judy McIvor,  

• The Secretary of Synod, Mr. Bob Wedlake, for his careful attention to detail 
in preparing the arrangements and organization required for this Synod, 

• To Geoff, our bishop, for his continued guidance and leadership, not only 
through this virtual synod, but in all aspects of leadership as Bishop of 
Rupert’s Land, 

• To all of you, the members of Synod, who have given so freely of your time 
and energy in preparation for and during this “different kind of” Synod. 

  
  CARRIED 

 

Before the closing of Synod, the Bishop recognized the contributions of two individuals to the Diocese. 
Gord Pauling, Treasurer, and John Deacon, Vice Chancellor and Register after years of service to the 
Diocese (who was also given the Order of Rupert’s Land), who were celebrated with a luncheon at the 
Anglican / Lutheran Centre. 
 
Then, the Bishop declared his concurrence on the Acts and Resolutions of the 117th Session of the Synod 
of the Diocese of Rupert’s Land.         
 
Motion to Adjourn after Closing Worship    
MOTION: Rev. Karen Laldin/Mr. Bob Wedlake 
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  RESOLVED THAT following the closing worship, this 117th Session of the Synod of the  
    Diocese of Rupert’s Land be adjourned. 
 
  CARRIED 
 
Closing worship was led by the Rev. Rachel Twigg-Boyce.   


