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Living Upside Down

Good and Bad Trees
Mt. 7:15-20

Mt. 7:15-20

“Beware of  false prophets, who 
come to you in sheep’s clothing 
but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 
16 You will recognize them by their 
fruits. Are grapes gathered from 
thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 

Mt. 7:15-20

17 So, every healthy tree bears 
good fruit, but the diseased tree 
bears bad fruit. 18 A healthy tree 
cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a 
diseased tree bear good fruit. 

Mt. 7:15-20

19 Every tree that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 20 Thus you will 
recognize them by their fruits.

What this message is about

Jesus warns his listeners that even 
when choosing to walk on the right 
path, they will encounter 
deceptive, false leaders. 

Purpose of  this message

To enable us to discern between 
true and false teaching and 
teachers
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1. The warning: Beware of  false 
prophets

Mt. 7:15

“Beware of  false prophets, who 
come to you in sheep’s clothing 
but inwardly are ravenous wolves.

a. They are false. 

Beware of  false prophets. . . 

b. They claim to speak for God. 

Beware of  false prophets. . . 

c. They are purposefully deceptive. 

who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing but inwardly are ravenous 
wolves.

2. The method of detection
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Mt. 7:16-20

You will recognize them by their 
fruits. Are grapes gathered from 
thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 
17 So, every healthy tree bears 
good fruit, but the diseased tree 
bears bad fruit. 

Mt. 7:16-20

18 A healthy tree cannot bear bad 
fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear 
good fruit. 19 Every tree that does 
not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will 
recognize them by their fruits. 

Galatians 5:19-24

Now the works of  the flesh are 
evident: sexual immorality, 
impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, 
sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, 
fits of  anger, rivalries, dissensions, 
divisions, 

Galatians 5:19-24

21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and 
things like these. I warn you, as I 
warned you before, that those who 
do such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of  God. 

Galatians 5:19-24

22 But the fruit of  the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23

gentleness, self-control; against 
such things there is no law. 

Galatians 5:19-24

24 And those who belong to Christ 
Jesus have crucified the flesh with 
its passions and desires. 
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3. The end game for false prophets
Mt. 7:19

Every tree that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire. 

Mt. 18:5-6

Whoever receives one such child 
in my name receives me, 6 but 
whoever causes one of  these little 
ones who believe in me to sin, 

Mt. 18:5-6

it would be better for him to have a 
great millstone fastened around 
his neck and to be drowned in the 
depth of  the sea. 

Next Step

This week carefully read through 
Galatians 5:19-24. Ask yourself  which 
one of  these scenarios represents the 
trajectory of  your own life and the 
lives of  those you have chosen to 
follow. Do you know genuine faith and 
teaching when you see it and are you 
practicing what you know? 
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