
These past couple of weeks I have been thinking

about a couple of verses that are quite similar to each 

other. One is a verse in Galatians (quoted above), the other 

is 1 Peter 2:16. Both talk of freedom, and both talk of using 

this freedom to serve others. Freedom and servanthood, 

can these two really coexist? This seems to be a kind of 

paradox; wouldn’t real freedom be an escape from 

servanthood? Maybe you would agree, servanthood is not 

how I would naturally describe how to use freedom! 

With this in mind, I want to share a story from Papua that 

stuck out to me, as I think it is an example of Galatians 

5:13. It’s the story of Puluk village in the mountains of 

Papua. Up until this year, it had no useable airstrip and it 

takes locals about two plus days to hike to any surrounding 

villages with active airstrips. One of these villages is 

Mokndoma (On Youtube you can find a great video of the 

first MAF flight into Mokndoma in 2014 called “First 

Landing in Mokndoma” Go to: https://www.youtube.com/ 

watch?v=2qa5gQ4U07Y 

Five years ago, two brothers, Anut and Urumenut made the 

trek from Puluk to Mokndoma because they wanted to 

hear the story of Jesus being offered in a language that 

they understood, thanks to years of translation work done 

by Ethnos360 families in Mokndoma (formerly New Tribes 

Mission). Over many years the people of Puluk have been 

working on an airstrip, and just this year it was completed. 

Pictured at the top of this page is MAF flying over the Puluk 

airstrip before circling for a final approach for the very first 

MAF landing! 

Over the years in Mokndoma, both Anut and Urumenut 

became followers of Christ, and felt the calling to bring 

what they had learned back to their village. Now that Puluk 

was open for transportation, the 20km Mokndoma to Puluk 

hike (up and down, and across raging rivers on small vine 

bridges) was now 10 minutes by airplane, it was time to 

return to Puluk. (continued on next page…) 
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Anut and his family travelling from Mokndoma to Puluk, where 

they will spend the next 6 months.  

“For you were called to freedom, Brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.” Galatians 5:13

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2qa5gQ4U07Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2qa5gQ4U07Y
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Without love, using your freedom to 

serve others doesn’t make a lot of 

sense. I’d be much more inclined to use 

my freedom to serve my own wants 

and desires, not others. But quite 

simply put, because of love, God gave 

up His freedom and became a man. He 

endured the cross and its shame, and 

separation from the Father—in our 

place. Christ rose from the dead to give 

us freedom, a lasting eternal freedom. 

The Creator, the Alpha and Omega, 

washed our feet. The king of kings and 

lord of lords hung naked and shamed 

on a cross, in our place. This is how we 

have freedom from sin and death. 

It is God’s love for us that compels us 

to love Him in return. And it is Christ’s 

servant model that compels us to serve 

others as He has served us. Anut and 

Urumenut are an encouragement to 

me. Moving back to their village is an 

example of what this looks like; to use 

their freedom found in Christ to serve 

their own people, in hopes they too 

will find freedom in Christ.          – Ben 

“For though I am free from all, I have made myself a 

servant to all, that I might win more of them.”  

1 Corinthians 9:19 

- Ben & Amy Eadie 

Anut greeting friends upon arrival in Puluk 

I had to throw this selfie in here to brag 

on Amy. Last month I got quite sick with good ol’ 

COVID, probably the Delta Variant. I’ve never 

been so sick. It is quite sobering to realize how 

frail and fragile our health and our lives are. In my 

helplessness, Amy took care of me, organizing 

medicine and keeping in communication with 

various medical professionals.  I thank the Lord for 

my health and for my awesome wife. And thank 

you to each one of you who prayed for me and 

our family during this time! 
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