
Psalms - Want To Be Here
Have you ever gone somewhere that you didn’t really want to go? Somewhere that you looked
for any excuse to get out of it?

Now have you ever ended up going, but you chose to see that there will be something good in
it, you will somehow enjoy some part of it? And when it came down to it, you actually wanted to
be there?

I’ve had those moments in my life. And I’ve learned that if you can just find a reason to WANT to
be there, it changes everything.

Today we’re looking at a Psalm about wanting to gather for worship.

Psalm 84:1-4 (CSB)
How lovely is your dwelling place,
Lord of Armies.
2 I long and yearn
for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and flesh cry out for the living God.
3 Even a sparrow finds a home,
and a swallow, a nest for herself
where she places her young—
near your altars, Lord of Armies,
my King and my God.
4 How happy are those who reside in your house,
who praise you continually.Selah

This Psalm is a song about going to a physical place of worship. And not only going there but
wanting to be there and wanting to stay there. But at some point the psalmist realizes he has to
leave and go on with the journey of life but then he longs to go back.

Church, we live in an era where not only do people not want to go to church, but they
don’t even think they need to go. They don't see the value or the necessity and so they
don’t make it a priority in their lives.

If we’re being honest, many Christians go to church out of some sense of obligation. And
even if there’s a part of you that feels like you are supposed to go you will use any
excuse you can find to not go. It’s easier for you to find a reason not to do than it is to go.

That’s a pretty clear sign that you don’t expect it to be transformative. You don’t expect to be
changed. And this is where we hear people begin to say “God is everywhere” and “I don't have
to go to church to worship God.” Both are true but they’re also a copout.
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“But the Holy Spirit dwells in me!”

Sure He does! That’s great! He dwelt in Peter, John, and Paul too but the NT church still
gathered in a physical place together…(way more than once a week!)

Acts 2:42 (CSB)
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread, and to prayer.

Acts 2:46-47 (CSB)
Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the temple, and broke bread
from house to house. They ate their food with joyful and sincere hearts, 47 praising God
and enjoying the favor of all the people. Every day the Lord added to their number those
who were being saved.

I don’t know any other reason to make meeting together a priority in life….unless you believed
that it was for your good...and you wanted to be there...because you have an expectation that
something is going to happen that you can’t afford to miss.

Have you ever been in a drawing where you have to be present to win? Let’s say
everybody is getting something...if you’re present. Don’t you have to weigh out whether
or not you think it’s worth going there for the prize? Do you value what you COULD win
enough to want to be there? I mean it could just be a keychain or a huggie…

But what if every prize that’s available was something you need? Even more, what if it
was something you need that you might not be able to get anywhere else? You would
want to show up...

You should want to be here. Because you should expect something good...something God..that
you need in your life!

How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord of Armies.

Yes I know God’s presence today is IN believers. And it’s also true that God is
Omnipresent...everywhere. But we call this the “house of God” ; it's a place that was built for
worshipping Him together.

And this word for “dwelling place” means tabernacle. A place built to worship God.

Jesus...how lovely is your tabernacle...the place dedicated to worshipping you!

This isn’t talking about humans...how many of your tabernacles are really that lovely? JK
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But the Psalmist is saying I love this place…I love to be here, it’s dear to my heart!

It’s not because the place is so great...it’s what’s there! His presence! Listen, there is a way that
we experience God’s presence in this place of worship, that we don’t in other places. It’s a place
where all our focus should be on Jesus. Everything we do here is about Him. Even the ways we
serve.

I love this place...because I love the God of this place...I love that He is here….I love what He
does here...I love that this is a place where we hear His voice through a variety of people...and
that this is a place where people are saved, healed and set free.

I long and yearn for the courts of the Lord;

He’s saying when he’s away, he’s eager to be there. He can’t wait to return. He’s not just going
when it’s convenient, when it fits in his schedule. He longs and yearns to be there.

It’s not that “I have to go to church” it’s more like “I get to go to church”

Why does he long and yearn for it? His desire is centered around what God has for his life
instead of what he has for his own life!

He yearns...meaning he works for or is determined to be there. We go to work because
we “need” money. So we schedule around it. We are determined to be there to get what
we need.

Are you determined to be here to get what you need? Aren’t your spiritual needs more
important than every other need?

my heart and flesh cry out for the living God.

The Psalmist is focused not on just being in a place, but meeting with a person. He knows that
in the busyness of life with all he has to deal with, if he can just get to this place...if he can
prioritize it….he will meet the living God…

Ephesians 2:21-22 (CSB)
In him the whole building, being put together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In
him you are also being built together for God’s dwelling in the Spirit.

Us being together...this is where you get the greatest measure of His presence! He lives in us
but also through us!

In his book The Pursuit of God, A. W. Tozer wrote, "Has it ever occurred to you
that one hundred pianos all tuned to the same fork are automatically tuned to
each other? They are of one accord by being tuned, not to each other, but to
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another standard to which each one must individually bow. So one hundred
worshipers (meeting) together, each one looking away to Christ, are in heart
nearer to each other than they could possibly be, were they to become ’unity’
conscious and turn their eyes away from God to strive for closer fellowship."

How happy are those who reside in your house, who praise you continually

HOW BLESSED...He sees the birds who are able to nest near the altar of the temple...and
imagines what it would be like to remain there forever…

It’s time to go but he wishes he could stay!

Psalm 84:5-8 (CSB)
Happy are the people whose strength is in you,
whose hearts are set on pilgrimage.
6 As they pass through the Valley of Baca,
they make it a source of spring water;
even the autumn rain will cover it with blessings.
7 They go from strength to strength;
each appears before God in Zion.
8 Lord God of Armies, hear my prayer;
listen, God of Jacob.Selah

As the Psalmist can’t stay and he turns toward the road ahead...he begins to think about what
he is leaving and what is in front of him.

You’ve heard me say many times that aside from worshipping Jesus, the primary reason we
gather is for you to be equipped to do the work of God. This is a place of training...because
things out there are NOT EASY!

Happy are the people whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on
pilgrimage.

See he realizes that even though he has left the place of worship, he has not left God’s
presence. And because of this time of refreshing and equipping...he is strong.

And because his strength is in God. He’s ready for what he has to face in life...He’s taking his
temple experience with him. It is evidence that God DID something in him when he was there.

As they pass through the Valley of Baca, they make it a source of spring water

The valley of Baca means weeping...and it was a very dry place.
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I don't know about you but there are times in life where I have found myself both in a spiritually
dry place and also a place of weeping. In fact they tend to go hand in hand.

But the psalm says THEY make it a source of spring water. Who does? YOU DO…(If you’ve
been the temple)

The journey away from the temple can be sad as well as spiritually dry. In the midst of this
dryness, the presence of God that has gone with him from the temple helps him to do two
things: dig and look.

“To make it a source of spring water” – In many desert regions, there is water below the surface.
All you need to transform a wilderness is to dig deep enough and make a spring. A follower of
God is able to dig blessing out of harsh circumstances.

Another thing that transforms deserts is rain, which represents the unlooked-for blessings of
God. In the same way that God pours down rain on a desert, so too He pours his presence into
our hearts if we will look for it. The follower of God digs for God’s blessing and looks for God’s
unexpected external blessing.

Through this, God turns the valley of weeping to the valley of blessing.

They go from strength to strength

What the Holy Spirit has done in you...the ways you’ve been equipped and changed...allow you
to overcome the weariness of the difficult journey and continue on in His strength.

This is that victorious life...going from strength to strength...literally means to have the force of
an army!

Psalm 84:9-12 (CSB)
Consider our shield, God;
look on the face of your anointed one.
10 Better a day in your courts
than a thousand anywhere else.
I would rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God
than live in the tents of wicked people.
11 For the Lord God is a sun and shield.
The Lord grants favor and honor;
he does not withhold the good
from those who live with integrity.
12 Happy is the person who trusts in you,
Lord of Armies!

This is the prayer to the Lord of Armies...it’s one of a man who longs to return to the temple…
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look on the face of your anointed one.

This is saying Jesus as I look to you, please look back. As I appeal to you, look to me with
favor...I need your attention. I long for that presence again...

Better a day in your courts than a thousand anywhere else

Any moment you can have in God’s presence...is better than all the other moments put together.

See that’s because what the Holy Spirit can do in that moment is more powerful and beneficial
to your life than anything you can gain elsewhere!

Happy is the person who trusts in you, Lord of Armies!

Blessed...is the man who is secure in You. I am blessed when I realize that He has given me
everything that I need. That Jesus is the source of my joy, peace, strength, victory, provision.
And that when I put Him first...when worshipping Him is my highest priority. I am secure in Him.

This means that I am not able to fail. It means that I am dependable because I depend on Him.

I see these opportunities to worship and be equipped as necessary for me to do all that He has
for me to do.

We GATHER for His strength.

God’s presence is not confined to any one place...BUT God’s influence and revelation are more
likely to flow where He is more obviously found!

We gather for corporate worship because we experience more together because He inhabits the
praises of His people.

And because Hebrews 10:25 tells us to not forsake the assembly of believers...because we
NEED it...it’s not just a special occasion...it’s Christ’s desire and His design for us to gather.

It keeps us pointed in the right direction and running on the right fuel.

So that we can GO in His strength

Three times, the psalmist calls someone “Blessed:” blessed are those who
dwell in your House...ever praising you (v4); blessed is the man whose strength is in You (v5);
blessed is the man who trusts in You (v12). A life of praise leads to a life of strength traveling the
highways of life, and results in a life of confident trust in God no matter what.
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