
Sunday, September 12 

SERMON STUDY 
 
 
1. Acts 17:6 describes one of the accusations levelled against Paul and Silas during one of 

Paul's missionary journeys. It reads, “These men who have caused trouble all over the 
world have now come here...” Why do you think the preaching of the gospel often 
caused such negative reactions? Was there any way by which the early Christians could 
have avoided hostility while remaining faithful to God? 

2. The preaching of the early church concerned “all that Jesus began to do and to teach.” 
See Acts 1:1. Why is Jesus such a polarising figure? 

3. A well known statement is – “We are entitled to our own opinions, not our own facts.” 
Why is it sometimes difficult to live by the truth of this statement 

4. Luke wrote, “all that Jesus began to do and to teach.” When Luke wrote these words 
Jesus had already ascended to the Father. What is the significance of the word “began”? 

5. Read 1 John 1:1-3 and 2 Peter 1:16-18. From these verses, why do you think the 
apostles were willing to lose all, even life itself, for the sake of preaching the gospel? 

6. Which event do you think Peter is referring to in 2 Peter 1:18?  See Matt.17:1-8. 

7. Read 2 Tim.4:17. The apostle here is describing the time, shortly before his death, 
when he was making his defence in court in Rome during the persecution under the 
emperor Nero, a persecution which was to lead to his martyrdom. He faced the court 
alone. No one stood with him or spoke in his defence. What do you think he meant 
when he wrote, “But the Lord stood with me.”? 

8. The prayer of a Scottish Presbyterian elder is said to be - “Lord, please let something 
happen in the service this morning that is not in the bulletin.” What does he mean? 


