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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

14531 Old Olga Road S.E.  
Ft Myers, FL 33905 

 Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 
Sunday School & Bible Class: 11:30 AM 

Church Office: (239) 694-3878 
bethlehemlutheranfortmyers.org 
E-Mail: bethlehemlc@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Karl P. Glander, Pastor 

Pastor’s Cell Phone: (239) 293-1489 
Pastor’s E-Mail Address: 

pastorkarlglander@gmail.com 
 Linda Kirsch, Church Secretary 

 
The Letter of James points out that the way you 
live gives others an impression of what God is like. 
Think of someone you know who especially needs 
to hear words of mercy and kindness. How can 
you reach out to them this week?  
Tertullian, an early Christian theologian, marked 
the sign of the cross on his forehead daily as early 
as the year 250. In 386, St. Cyril incorporated the 
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sign of the cross during Mass. This is an ancient 
Christian blessing that reminds us that we are 
saved through the cross of Christ. This week 
before and after devotions, make the sign of the 
cross. Bring together your thumb, index, and 
middle fingers. Place them on your forehead, then 
to your chest, then from your left  
shoulder across to your right shoulder. 

IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN WORSHIP 
WITH US TODAY!  

Here at Bethlehem Lutheran, we believe in the 
teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and the 
apostles and strive to live our lives in accord with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are all fellow 
sinners who live together in the mercy and grace 
of Jesus. Jesus is the heart and center of all that 
we say and do as we serve Him and live in 
Christian love with one another.  
If you would like to learn more about this church, 
or are looking for a church family, please talk to 
our pastor or one of the ushers or elders. They 
would be happy to talk with you! Regardless of 
whether you join or not, we welcome you and your 
family to worship with us any time! Please sign our 
guest register in the lobby and fill out the 
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Communication Card in the bulletin and place in 
the offering plate in the Narthex. Please include 
your local contact information and email. 
Members, please fill in your name for attendance. 
Thank you! 
Should you have something we could privately 
pray about for you this week, we invite you to let 
our pastor or one of our members know so we can 
seek the Lord’s face together.  
Come visit us again sometime soon and may the 
Lord richly bless you! 

  
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 12, 2021  
 

PRELUDE   
 

T ORDER OF WORSHIP T 
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION 
 

611 CHIEF OF SINNERS THOUGH I BE 
 

1 Chief of sinners though I be, 
Jesus shed His blood for me, 
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Died that I might live on high, 
Lives that I might never die. 
As the branch is to the vine, 
I am His, and He is mine. 

 
2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, 

Higher than the heav’ns above, 
Deeper than the depths of sea, 
Lasting as eternity! 
Love that found me—wondrous thought! 
Found me when I sought Him not. 

 
3 Only Jesus can impart 

Balm to heal the wounded heart, 
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, 
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 
Faith and hope to walk with God 
In the way that Enoch trod. 

 
4 Chief of sinners though I be, 

Christ is all in all to me; 
All my wants to Him are known, 
All my sorrows are His own. 
He sustains the hidden life 
Safe with Him from earthly strife. 
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5 O my Savior, help afford 

By Your Spirit and Your Word! 
When my wayward heart would stray, 
Keep me in the narrow way; 
Grace in time of need supply 
While I live and when I die. 

 
(Please rise) 

 

T CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION T 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is 

faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are 

by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
(Please be seated) 
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 
INTROIT                                          Psalm 116:1–9 
I Love the LORD 

P I love the LORD, because he has heard 
 my voice and my pleas for mercy. 
 

C Because he inclined his ear to me, 
 therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 
 

P The snares of death encompassed me; 
 the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 
 I suffered distress and anguish. 
 

C Then I called on the name of the LORD: 
 “O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!” 
 

P Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; 
 our God is merciful. 
 

C The LORD preserves the simple; 
 when I was brought low, he saved me. 
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P Return, O my soul, to your rest; 
 for the LORD has dealt bountifully with you. 
 

C For you have delivered my soul from death, 
 my eyes from tears, 
 my feet from stumbling; 
 

P I will walk before the LORD 
 in the land of the living. 

 
(Please rise) 

KYRIE 
 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation 

let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-

being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For this holy house and for all who offer here 

their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
♫GLORIA IN EXCELSIS♫ 
 
C 1 To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 
    Goodwill from God in heaven 
    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
    We praise and bless You, Father; 
    Your holy name, we sing— 
    Our thanks for Your great glory, 
    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
  
2 To You, O sole-begotten, 
    The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
    You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
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    Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated 
    At God’s right hand on high— 
  
3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, our support and defense in 
every need, continue to preserve Your Church 
in safety, govern her by Your goodness, and 
bless her with Your peace; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
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C Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING         Isaiah 50:4–10 

4The Lord GOD has given me 
 the tongue of those who are taught, 
that I may know how to sustain with a word 
 him who is weary. 
Morning by morning he awakens; 
 he awakens my ear 
 to hear as those who are taught. 
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
 and I was not rebellious; 
 I turned not backward. 
6I gave my back to those who strike, 
 and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; 
I hid not my face 
 from disgrace and spitting. 
7But the Lord GOD helps me; 
 therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like a flint, 
 and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 
 8He who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 
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 Let us stand up together. 
Who is my adversary? 
 Let him come near to me. 
9Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; 
 who will declare me guilty? 
Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; 
 the moth will eat them up. 
10Who among you fears the LORD 
 and obeys the voice of his servant? 
Let him who walks in darkness 
 and has no light 
trust in the name of the LORD 
 and rely on his God. 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                                           James 3:1–12 
Taming the Tongue 
 1Not many of you should become teachers, my 
brothers, for you know that we who teach will be 
judged with greater strictness. 2For we all stumble 
in many ways, and if anyone does not stumble in 
what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to 
bridle his whole body. 3If we put bits into the 
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mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide 
their whole bodies as well. 4Look at the ships also: 
though they are so large and are driven by strong 
winds, they are guided by a very small rudder 
wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the 
tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great 
things. 
 How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small 
fire! 6And the tongue is a fire, a world of 
unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our 
members, staining the whole body, setting on fire 
the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 
7For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and 
sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed 
by mankind, 8but no human being can tame the 
tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 
9With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it 
we curse people who are made in the likeness of 
God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and 
cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be 
so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same 
opening both fresh and salt water? 12Can a fig 
tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine 
produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh 
water. 
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L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please rise) 
 
♫ALLELUIA AND VERSE♫ 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                Mark 9:14–29 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 

ninth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
Healing of a Boy with an Unclean Spirit 
 14When they came to the disciples, they saw a 
great crowd around them, and scribes arguing with 
them. 15And immediately all the crowd, when they 
saw him, were greatly amazed and ran up to 
[Jesus] and greeted him. 16And he asked them, 
“What are you arguing about with them?” 17And 
someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, 
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I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that 
makes him mute. 18And whenever it seizes him, it 
throws him down, and he foams and grinds his 
teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples 
to cast it out, and they were not able.” 19And he 
answered them, “O faithless generation, how long 
am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with 
you? Bring him to me.” 20And they brought the boy 
to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it 
convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and 
rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 21And Jesus 
asked his father, “How long has this been 
happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. 
22And it has often cast him into fire and into water, 
to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have 
compassion on us and help us.” 23And Jesus said 
to him, “If you can! All things are possible for one 
who believes.” 24Immediately the father of the child 
cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 
25And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running 
together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to 
it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, 
come out of him and never enter him again.” 26And 
after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it 
came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that 
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most of them said, “He is dead.” 27But Jesus took 
him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 
28And when he had entered the house, his 
disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not 
cast it out?” 29And he said to them, “This kind 
cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
 

849 PRAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE 
DARKNESS 

 
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 

    With a liberating light; 
Praise the One who frees the pris’ners, 
    Turning blindness into sight. 
Praise the One who preached the Gospel, 
    Healing ev’ry dread disease, 
Calming storms, and feeding thousands 
    With the very Bread of peace. 
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2 Praise the One who blessed the children 

    With a strong, yet gentle, word; 
Praise the One who drove out demons 
    With the piercing, two-edged sword. 
Praise the One who brings cool water 
    To the desert’s burning sand; 
From this Well comes living water, 
    Quenching thirst in ev’ry land. 

 
3 Let us praise the Word Incarnate, 

    Christ, who suffered in our place. 
Jesus died and rose victorious 
    That we may know God by grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness, 
    Seeing what our God has done; 
Let us praise the true Redeemer, 
    Praise the One who makes us one. 

 
SERMON               

"Healing The Fire" 
. . . Pastor Karl 

  
(Please rise) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P   Lord, in Your mercy 
C   Hear our prayer. 

 
OFFERING 
 
♫OFFERTORY RESPONSE♫ 

 
805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL 

BLESSINGS FLOW 
 
(please rise) 

D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach 

us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
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          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
 

825 RISE, SHINE, YOU PEOPLE 
 

1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has 
entered 
Our human story; God in Him is centered. 
He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, 
With grace unbounded. 

 
2 See how He sends the pow’rs of evil reeling; 

He brings us freedom, light and life and healing. 



21 
 

All men and women, who by guilt are driven, 
Now are forgiven. 

 
3 Come, celebrate, your banners high unfurling, 

Your songs and prayers against the darkness 
hurling. 
To all the world go out and tell the story 
Of Jesus’ glory. 

 
4 Tell how the Father sent His Son to save us. 

Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us. 
Tell how the Spirit calls from ev’ry nation 
His new creation. 

 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give 
you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE 
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        Serving the Lord with Gladness 
 

Rev. Karl P. Glander 
Organist: Holly Bell 

Elder: Paul Rugenstein 
Altar Guild: Pam Rugenstein, Betty Willis 

Ushers: Paul Rugenstein  
Reader: Emmy Larson 
Acolyte: Jake Stecklein 

 
The Flowers at our altar this morning were 

given to the Glory of God in honor of Pat  

Duckwitz’s birthday, September 15th, by her  
husband Rollin. 
 

Birthday Greetings!!  
9/12: Joyce Kelnosky, 9/14: Pete  
Remmers, 9/15: Pat Duckwitz 
 
Anniversary Greetings!! 
9/15: Carrie & Brad Stecklein (14 yrs.) 
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Refreshments were provided by Bob and 
Marty Jurs Thank you!   

 
Stewardship & Attendance 

Monthly Giving              Weekly Attendance 
Offerings:  $6286       Worship Service – 39  
Expenses: $8936       Bible Class – 11 
 

Air Conditioning Fund: 
Air Conditioning Fund: The air conditioning 

units for the sanctuary were installed about 15 
years ago. They have required more frequent 
maintenance and repair in the last year. We have 
begun raising funds to replace these units. The 
estimated replacement cost is approximately 
$25,000.  We have raised $12,500. so far. Please 
label your donations as “A/C Fund “. 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS WILL SUNDAY ~ 
TODAY, at 11:30 a.m. 
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WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ~ SEPTEMBER 
15, 2021, at 10:30 a.m.  

 

SPECIAL NEWS & NOTES 
 
SUNDAY ~ SEPTEMBER 19, 2021 
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 

 
ADULT BIBLE CLASS WILL SUNDAY ~ 
SEPTEMBER 19, 2021, at 11:30 a.m. 

 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ~ SEPTEMBER 
22, 2021, at 10:30 a.m.  

 
 
Flower Calendar: The 2021 Flower Chart is 
up in the narthex. The flowers decorating the 
chancel at Bethlehem are placed there as an 

act of worship and devotion to glorify God. They 
are also, an expression of the beauty and 
goodness of God. Members of the congregation 
may donate altar flowers as an expression of 
thanksgiving to God, in remembrance of departed 
loved one, on the occasion of a special event, 
such as a baptism, birthday, wedding anniversary, 
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or simply to praise God. If you wish to donate 
flowers for use on the chancel, the cost is $40.00 
for two vases, if you would like to just purchase 1 
vase at $20.00 that’s okay, but please put up there 
1 vase and someone can sign up with you for the 
other. It is also tax deductible. Please place 
money in an envelope marked flowers in the 
offering basket. 
 
Prayer Chain: Life presents challenges to all of 
us, but sometimes those challenges can feel like 
it’s just too much. If you are experiencing 
situations, whether physical, emotional, or 
spiritual, you may give your prayer requests to 
Linda Kirsch 239-693-5026 or e-mail: 
jlkirsch3@comcast.net or call or email Linda if you 
would like to become a part of our Prayer chain. 
“Hear my prayer, O Lord; listen to my cry for 
mercy.” 
 
 
 

Bertha Bos 
Frederick Dreischerf 
Vi Hacker 


