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Songs 

My Lighthouse CCLI#7002032 

 
This is Amazing Grace CCLI#6333821 

 
 

Bible Reading 

Mark 8:27-38 
27 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked 
them, “Who do people say I am?” 28 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and 

still others, one of the prophets.” 29 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Peter 
answered, “You are the Messiah.” 30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. 31 He then began 
to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief 
priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. 32 He 

spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.33 But when Jesus turned 
and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in 
mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 34 Then he called the crowd to him along with 

his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save their life[a] will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me 
and for the gospel will save it. 36 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit 
their soul? 37 Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and 

my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he 
comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels. 
 
 

Message 

Jesus called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: ‘Whoever wants to 

be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me’.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFBZJGSgyVQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zPQKj2Zptr0
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A27-38+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24536a
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In order to get this message under way I’m going to take a huge risk. I need some volunteers. The 

risk is that I might not get any. I have noticed that we Lutherans are usually a pretty reserved bunch. 
We don’t really go for waving our hands in the air and the like. So, having set myself up even more 
for failure, can I have a show of hands of those who are willing to volunteer and help me start the 
message today?  

 
I had no idea what response I would get to this request, except that I didn’t expect to be inundated. 
Those who did volunteer. Tell me why? (Sympathy, a sense of obligation, could be something in it for 

me).  
 
And those who didn’t? All sorts of reasons, I imagine. It might be different if I was your regular 
pastor. But you don’t really know me. I gave you no indication about what I would require from you. 

For all you knew, I could have asked you to do something embarrassing or worse, I might have 
tested your biblical knowledge! Maybe if I gave you more details about what I wanted you to do I 
might have had more volunteers (or less, as the case may be). At least you could weigh up your 
suitability for the task and respond accordingly. 

 
Today we have involvement from the receptions and year 6’s from the school. The last parish I 
served had a school attached and I would conduct weekly chapels. At these chapels I would often 
ask for volunteers. I would usually give the students no idea what I wanted them to do. And yet, I 

was always greeted with a sea of enthusiastic hands, begging to be chosen.  
 
Some kids would strain themselves so hard to get noticed I was worried they might do a rib. And 

when I had made my selection there would be a groan of disappointment from those who hadn’t 
made the cut.  
 
I don’t really see that happening in the church when it comes to call outs for volunteers. Though, to 

be honest, it isn’t a fair comparison, is it? There is a clearly defined level of commitment required in 
a chapel. Students understand their services are only required for the duration of the message and, 
if past chapels are anything to go by, then it is likely to be a bit of fun.  
 

The level of commitment required with certain roles in the church is not always clearly defined and, 
let’s be honest, some of the tasks required might not meet our definition of ‘fun’. So, when calling for 
volunteers in the church we might get creative about describing how fun it will be or we play the 
obligation/guilt card. 

 
The theme for today, chosen by the classes involved, is ‘fans or followers’. Effectively it is about 
commitment. The Gospel reading from Mark was very much about commitment. We heard what 
Jesus said: ‘Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 

me’. 
 
That sounds like a lot of fun, doesn’t it? I think Jesus might need to work on his sales pitch! It doesn’t 

seem the best method to get volunteers: ‘deny yourselves, take up an instrument of torture and follow 
me’.  
 
But there is a context to this call. Jesus first asks his disciples what people are saying about him: 

‘Who do people say I am?’ Peter reported: ‘some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, one of the prophets’. These answers demonstrated what people were willing to acknowledge 
about Jesus’ identity.  
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And it would appear that Jesus had his fair share of ‘fans’. John the Baptist, Elijah and the prophets 

were respected figures from both the contemporary and historical scene. But there was no real 
commitment required from those who gave these answers.  
 
Jesus then turned his attention to his disciples – his ‘followers’. ‘But what about you?’ he asked. ‘Who 

do you say I am?’ The answer Peter gave was at a different level – a more significant faith 
confession about the identity of Jesus: ‘You are the Messiah’! In Matthew’s account of this incident 
Peter is commended for his answer: ‘Blessed are you Peter’. 

 
Not so in Mark’s account. In response to this confession ‘Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about 
him’. Though, that’s a polite, sanitised translation of what Jesus really said. He actually rebuked 
them so that they wouldn’t tell anyone he was the Messiah. The same word is used for when Jesus 

rebuked the storm (Mark 4:34) and when he rebuked evil spirits (Mark 9:25). 
Why would Jesus do that? Was Peter wrong about Jesus being the Messiah? We know that’s not the 
case. His confession was right on the money. So why rebuke the very ones who were more than fans; 
the very ones who were his followers and had been for some time? Jesus was teaching them about 

commitment. Confession without commitment is a dangerous thing for anyone who seeks to be a 
disciple of Jesus.  
 
Of course, if you asked Peter, he would insist they were committed. Just a little after this he will tell 

Jesus: ‘we have left everything to follow you’ (Mark 10:28). 
That was true. They were fully committed to the cause. Peter, Andrew, James and John had left their 
nets to follow him. They had moved from fans to followers – gone from being in the crowd as 

spectators of the ministry of Jesus to being on the field of play with him. 
 
But they had to remember the link between confession and commitment. The confession you make 
about Jesus impacts on the commitment you make to Jesus. So, we have Peter here making a 

confession that Jesus was the Messiah, the one sent by God to save. Nothing wrong with that 
confession at all. Fantastic. 
 
And in response Jesus told them what it would mean for him to be that Messiah: ‘the Son of 

Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again’.  
And Peter’s response to that was to take Jesus aside and rebuke him. In Matthew’s account Peter 
says: ‘Never, Lord! This shall never happen to you!’ (16:22). And now we can see why Jesus rebuked 

his disciples and told them to keep quiet about him being the Messiah. They had no idea what that 
meant.  
 
That, in itself, is fine. We follow a God whose ways, in the words of the prophet Isaiah, are not our 

ways and whose thoughts are not our thoughts (55:8). You would expect that the Almighty God 
might have a better grasp of what needs to happen then we do – it kind of comes with the 
‘Almighty God’ role description. 

 
What is not fine is when a disciple steps out of their position as a follower and tries to go against 
God. That is what Peter was doing here and it earned him his second rebuke for the day. Jesus told 
him: ‘Get behind me, Satan! You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns’.  

 
It sounds pretty harsh, but it had to be. Peter had confessed Jesus to be the Messiah, Jesus had told 
him what that meant, and Peter took him aside and said: ‘not going to happen’. In effect, Peter was 
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standing between Jesus and the cross. He was standing in the way of his own salvation and that of 

the world. It is not the best position for a disciple of Jesus to be in. 
 
At his temptation in the wilderness the devil tried to distract Jesus from his path to the cross. Even 
when Jesus was on the cross, he was told: ‘If you are the Son of God, come down, then we’ll believe 

you’.  
 
So Peter, who claimed to be a loyal follower of Jesus, was unwittingly doing the work of the devil 

by obstructing the path of the Messiah to the cross. In hindsight he would be eternally grateful for 
this rebuke. 
 
If you take the ‘Satan’ out of the rebuke Jesus uses the precise words that he has spoken to Peter 

once before: when he originally called him to come and follow him. Jesus wasn’t casting Peter away 
from him but reissuing the call to get behind him, as a follower, a disciple.  
 
I can’t answer for you, but I have to say that I have needed that rebuke, that reminder, plenty of 

times in my own discipleship journey. I have a tendency to be a bit like Peter and try and fashion 
my discipleship journey to my liking rather than to my Lord’s leading. I am on a lifelong journey of 
learning what it means to match my commitment with my confession. I believe Jesus is my Lord and 
Saviour and that does have an impact on the way I live my life.  

 
I am very much a fan of Jesus – I really do love his work. I love the way he treated all people with 
respect and dignity. I love the way he taught with wisdom and authority. I love the way he denied 

himself and literally took up a cross and followed his Father’s appointed plan of salvation for the 
world – for me, for you. And I also love the refreshing honesty of the call to discipleship. He doesn’t 
sugar-coat it or hide the cost and sacrifice involved. If you want to be my disciple you need to deny 
yourself, take up your cross and follow me. The call takes commitment from you but is issued by the 

Lord who is fully committed to you. 
 
Because that call has been personally issued to me by Jesus, I am also a follower, a disciple. I am 
someone who is called to participate in his work and to follow him as he does that work in me and 

through me. 
 
When I was first conscious of this call, I didn’t know where I would end up, thankfully. I still don’t, 
thankfully. But, when I confess Jesus to be my Lord and Saviour, I am declaring that I trust him. I trust 

him to lead me in a way that will bless me and bless others around me.  
Jesus isn’t asking for volunteers – he is calling disciples. He has called me. He has called you – by 
name. I don’t know where that call will lead you. But I do know you can trust the one who leads. His 
ways are not always our ways, and his thoughts are not always our thoughts. But his thoughts and 

ways are always good. We confess that and we commit to that. 
 
So may God bless you as you continue to follow in the footsteps of our Lord and serve in his name, 

knowing that he himself came not to be served, but to serve, and give his life as a ransom for many! 
Amen.    
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Song 

I Will Follow CCLI#5806878 
 

 

Prayers  

Prayer points to ponder: 

o Thank you that you have called each of us to follow you.  Thank you that through the ultimate 

example you have provided by giving your life for us, that you are worthy of our trust and 

commitment. 

o Give us the courage and faith to follow where you lead and call us. Help us trust your 

goodness and commitment to us and know that your plans are intended to bless us and others. 

o We join churches across Australia as we pray for our nation to seek God. We pray for 

spiritual renewal and revival and for an end to the pandemic. We pray that people will 

repent and turn towards God.  

o We pray for the situation in Afghanistan, the Afghan people and the Afghan Church, one of 

the fastest growing churches in the world, now facing terrible persecution and hardship. We 

pray for God’s miraculous protection over his people, for justice and for the fall of the 

Taliban.  

o We think of those countries and people also struggling with the added burden of civil unrest 

and natural disasters – flooding, fire, drought, earthquakes. We pray for God’s mercies for 

them.  

o Be with those struggling with loneliness, depression, financial or health concerns. We pray 

especially for people in our own community. Remind them of your love and care for them and 

prompt each of us to reach out to those who need our support and friendship. 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favour, and give you peace. Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fWk9I26nX5w
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Song 

God is on the Move CCLI#7048139 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tTzb0SpJfjw
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