
 

 

 

 

 

OUR THEME: 

God the Father has been using 100% of everything in your life to make you like Jesus and to prepare 
you for your present life situation. 

 

WHAT IS GOD THE FATHER REALLY DOING? 

Romans 8:29 (TLB) For from the very beginning God decided that those who came to Him - and all along He knew who 

would - should become like His Son… 

Ephesians 1:4 (TLB) Long ago, even before He made the world, God chose us to be His very own through what Christ 

would do for us; He decided then to make us holy in His eyes, without a single fault - we who stand before Him covered 

with His love.  5 His unchanging plan has always been to adopt us into His own family by sending Jesus Christ to die for 

us.  And He did this because He wanted to!  

Ephesians 2:8 (NIV) For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of 

God - 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.  10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God prepared in advance for us to do.  

 
 

THE PREP PRINCIPLES 

The Historical and Biblical Background 
 
 
 
Acts 9:32 (NASVB) Now as Peter was traveling through all those regions, he came down also to the saints who lived at 

Lydda.  

PREP PRINCIPLE #1: God doesn’t DROP me into the deep end of the pool. 
 
 
 
Acts 9:33 (NASB) There he found a man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden eight years, for he was paralyzed.  34 

Peter said to him, "Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; get up and make your bed."  Immediately he got up.  35 And all who lived 

at Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord.  

PREP PRINCIPLE #2: God gives me opportunities with ORDINARY people. 
 
 
 
Acts 9:36 (NASB) Now in Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which translated in Greek is called Dorcas); this 

woman was abounding with deeds of kindness and charity which she continually did.  37 And it happened at that time that 

she fell sick and died; and when they had washed her body, they laid it in an upper room.  38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, 

the disciples, having heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him, imploring him, "Do not delay in coming to us."  39 So 

Peter arose and went with them.  When he arrived, they brought him into the upper room; and all the widows stood beside 

him, weeping and showing all the tunics and garments that Dorcas used to make while she was with them.   

PREP PRINCIPLE #3: God stretches me GRADUALLY. 
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Acts 9:40 (NASB) But Peter sent them all out and knelt down and prayed, and turning to the body, he said, "Tabitha, arise."  

And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter, she sat up.  41 And he gave her his hand and raised her up; and calling 

the saints and widows, he presented her alive.  42 It became known all over Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.  43 And 

Peter stayed many days in Joppa with a tanner named Simon. 

PREP PRINCIPLE #4: God wants me to use “Jesus’ SKILLS.” 
 

Mark 5:22 (NIV) Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came there.  Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet 23 and 
pleaded earnestly with him, "My little daughter is dying.  Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be 

healed and live."  24 So Jesus went with him. 
 

Mark 5:35 (NIV) While Jesus was still speaking, some men came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler.  "Your 
daughter is dead," they said.  "Why bother the teacher any more?"  36 Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue 

ruler, "Don't be afraid; just believe."  37 He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of 
James.  38 When they came to the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing 
loudly.  39 He went in and said to them, "Why all this commotion and wailing?  The child is not dead but asleep."  40 But 
they laughed at him.  After he put them all out, he took the child's father and mother and the disciples who were with 

him, and went in where the child was.  41 He took her by the hand and said to her, "Talitha koum!" (which means, "Little 
girl, I say to you, get up!"). 42 Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve years old).  At this they 

were completely astonished. 
 
 
 

GOD’S PREP WORK ON YOU 

1. God moves you to where your skills, gifts, and abilities MATCH. 
 
 
 
2. God moves you to where you can bear FRUIT. 
 
John 15:15 (NIV) I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business.  Instead, I have 

called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.  16 You did not choose me, but 

I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit - fruit that will last.  
 
 
3. God moves you to where there may be LARGER implications. 

Ephesians 2:10 (NIV) For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 

advance for us to do.  

 
 

SERMON-BASED BIBLE STUDY QUESTIONS 

Getting Started 

1. What does it take to get you out of bed in the morning? 
2. What is the hardest “prep work” you’ve ever had to do for a project? 
3. What idea, concept, or quote captured your attention in this message? 

Digging Deeper 

1. Reread the following verses and respond to this question: “What is God saying that He is doing with us?” 

Romans 8:29 (TLB) For from the very beginning God decided that those who came to Him - and all along He knew 

who would - should become like His Son… 

Ephesians 1:4 (TLB) Long ago, even before He made the world, God chose us to be His very own through what Christ 

would do for us; He decided then to make us holy in His eyes, without a single fault - we who stand before Him covered 



with His love.  5 His unchanging plan has always been to adopt us into His own family by sending Jesus Christ to die 

for us.  And He did this because He wanted to!  

Ephesians 2:8 (NIV) For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this not from yourselves, it is the gift 

of God - 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.  10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  
 

2. What is the purpose of these signs and wonders (see vv. 35, 4-42)? 
3. In what ways had God prepared Peter for these encounters? 
4. Although Peter had healed many people, he had never raised anyone from the dead.  What might he have 

felt as her travels to Tabitha’s home? 
5. How might God use these incidents in preparing Peter for another great work (see Acts 10)? 

Moving Forward 

1. What fears and hesitations might believers have in regard to God’s preparation process? 
2. How had God prepared you for doing what you are doing today?  How has He prepared you physically, 

emotionally, and spiritually? 

 


