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On the Way: Marriage, Might and Money (Part 1) 
Mark 10:1-12 

September 12, 2021 
Dan Hoffman 

 
[We are going to do communion together Sunday morning, so if you didn’t get a communion 
cup, and you want one, please put your hand up and we will get you one] 
 
In 1992 Disney’s Aladdin came out.  And I remember watching it and being scared to death by 
Jaffar.  But also wishing I had a lamp.   
 
And as a 12-year-old my dreams were pretty tame.  The genie was clear there was no wishing 
for more wishes.  So what did I want?  I wanted to be the biggest kid in class instead of the 
smallest.  I wanted to be strong and good at sports.  
 
And of course that would lead to the girls being interested – I was interested in that.  And of 
course having a pile of money would be a plus too – like maybe a thousand dollars.  Oh how life 
as a 12-year-old would have been different if I found that lamp. 
… 
Well, I’m not 12 anymore but I’d still like that lamp.  And guess what, I still want all the same 
things.  The only difference is that my 40-year-old self wants the bigger versions. 
 
So, assuming, as the genie says that you can’t wish for more wishes and he’s not into granting 
world peace or the eradication of COVID.  What would you wish for? 
… 
[Lighthouse discussion] 

1.) What is your name? 
2.) If a genie granted you 1 wish, what would you wish for?  Why? 
3.) Do the wishes your group made fit into the categories of relationships, power or 

money?  If so why do people desire these things? 
 
If you are new with us we are walking through the Gospel of Mark.  And we are in a section I’ve 
titled “On the Way” where Jesus says He is going to the cross to die, and if we are going to be 
His disciples, we have to pick up our crosses and follow.   
 
And that was just as tough a sales pitch 2000 years ago as it is today.  But Jesus’ promise in this 
is that as counter intuitive as it sounds it’s actually in following Him to the cross that we find the 
abundant life we all desire.  So much better than Aladdin’s lamp. 
 
Now in chapter 10 Jesus deals with three major categories of life that He wants us to follow 
Him in: marriage, might and money.  And today we are going to look at the first of those which 
means you’ve shown up on marriage and sexuality weekend.  Wahoo!   
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So if you’ve got a Bible please open it up to Mark 10.  We are going to pick it up in verse 1.  And 
would you stand with me in expectation that God will speak?  Hear now the word of the Lord. 
 
[Read Mark 10:1-12] 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated. 
 
Wow.  So Jesus is teaching and the Pharisees try to trip Him up with the hot button topic of the 
year: “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 
 
Now you might think this is a fair question.  After all marriage and sexuality is a big topic in 
scripture, the Bible has lots to say including in Deuteronomy 24 where Moses told Israel that 
divorce was possible if your spouse did something “displeasing.” 
 
But this wasn’t just a theological question.  There were two camps of opinion on this in Jesus’ 
day – a liberal one and a conservative one.  There was no NDP or Green party back then.   
 
But because the liberals and conservatives were sparring on this topic asking Jesus about it 
would have been a bit like asking Him: “So Jesus, what’s your stance on the vaccine?  Are You 
pro-vaccine and therefore opposed to freedom of choice?  Or are You anti-vaccine and 
therefore ignorant and selfish?”  It was a controversial topic. 
 
So what was the debate?  Well, the liberals had taken Moses’ word “displeasing” and 
interpreted it as anything at all.  In fact, historians found a document where someone argued 
that because his wife burnt his breakfast he was entitled to divorce her – she displeased him. 
 
Well the conservatives saw things differently.  They interpreted the word “displeasing” to refer 
specifically to sexual immorality.  So if your spouse cheated on you this is what “displeasing” 
meant and this was the only grounds for divorce.   
 
Now the Pharisees were pretty sure Jesus was going to side with them – they were the 
conservatives, but they had no love for Jesus and this was a trap.  You see Herod was king in 
this area, and if you remember back to chapter 6 he was the guy who chopped John the 
Baptist’s head off. 
 
Now why?  Well it’s because John called him out when Herod divorced his own wife to marry 
his brother’s.  And so Herod locked him up, threw a dance party, and the winner got John’s 
head on a platter.  At least that’s sort of how it happened. 
… 
This is what the Pharisees were hoping for.  You see they knew Jesus didn’t like divorce and so 
they hoped He would incriminate Himself and lose His head.  The problem is you simply can’t 
get up early enough in the morning to pull the wool over the eyes of the guy who made the 
morning.  And they had no idea what Jesus was actually about. 
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You see Jesus wasn’t a liberal or a conservative, He lived for God’s glory.  And so Jesus doesn’t 
answer the Pharisees question because it’s the wrong question.  It assumes something about 
marriage and sex that Jesus disagrees with.   
… 
Now I’m going to speak carefully here because this is still a touchy topic, but it’s in the text so 
we have to deal with it.   
 
So Canada is about as liberal on marriage and sex as Rome was – there’s nothing we do that 
they weren’t doing back then.  Now they didn’t have the same language we do when it comes 
to gender fluidity and sexual expression.  They didn’t talk about being trans or gay marriage, 
but all of these things were embraced by society.   That was Rome. 
 
But at the same time there were conservative pockets in Rome, like the Pharisees, who held 
very different ideas.  And the result, just like today, there was conflict.  So liberals back then 
believed sex was fun and should be practiced any way you want.  And relationships like 
marriage were fine but a bit idealistic and so if yours didn’t work then you just got divorced.    
 
Conservatives on the other hand believed that the traditional family should be defended and 
sex should be reserved for marriage and divorce should only happen in matters of infidelity.  
And guess what?  Nothing’s changed in 2000 years and you probably lean one way or the other. 
… 
But here’s the interesting thing: when you look at how the specific issues within this topic play 
out practically – say divorce and sex outside of marriage – the lines grey between liberals and 
conservatives. 
 
So everyone agrees marriage is hard, full of sacrifice and often doesn’t live up to expectations.  I 
heard a child ask their dad what marriage was.  And he responded: Marriage is like going to the 
ice cream stand every day but restricting yourself to only choose vanilla.  There’s pain there! 
… 
Now statistically there is less divorce among church attenders than in cultural as a whole.  The 
stat I came up with said that 41% of first marriages and 60% of second marriages end in 
divorce, but among regular church attenders only 35% of marriages end in divorce.  So that’s a 
bit encouraging. 
 
What is less encouraging is that among the people that get divorced, whether they are liberal 
or conservative, non-religious or religious, the reasons for divorce are identical.  So in Canada 
the predominant reason given when filing for divorce is “Irreconcilable difference.”  Two people 
just can’t get along.  So in practicality the lines are grey. 
 
That’s divorce, here’s sex.  A couple years back Pew Research, which is a “Christian” research 
company, conducted a survey which found that the “majority of Christians (57%) say that sex 
between unmarried adults in a committed relationship is sometimes or always acceptable.”  
Again this is lower than culture at large, but still significant.   
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What it means is when it comes to practically living this out, Christians think things like sex and 
marriage are private aspects of our lives that even religion shouldn’t speak into.  What God 
thinks on these topics is irrelevant at best in 2021 and archaic or abusive at worst. 
… 
Well, for what it’s worth Jesus disagrees.  Jesus thinks God’s views on this topic are not only 
relevant but actually the path to the best marriage and sex that exists. 
 
So look how Jesus responds.  In verse 3 He asks the Pharisees “What did Moses command?”  
And they responded “Moses permitted a man to write his wife a certificate of divorce.”  That’s 
right out of Deuteronomy 24. 
 
And Jesus says “Yes, divorce is in the Bible.  But all sorts of stuff is in the Bible that God doesn’t 
like.  And so Moses’ words about divorce don’t show us God’s heart, they show us our hearts – 
they are hard.  And then Jesus cranks things up: 

Whoever divorces his wife and marries someone else commits adultery against her. And 

if a woman divorces her husband and marries someone else, she commits adultery.” 

(Mark 10:11-12) 
 
In other words don’t think you can jump out of an unhappy marriage into something else – you 
can’t.  And in Matthew when the disciples hear this they say “Woah!  If there’s no way out then 
it’s better not to get married at all.”  And Jesus says “Yeah, some people should stay single.  For 
some people it’s better to follow God as a single person.  That’s Matthew 19.   
 
Now I wish I could camp here, but all I’ll say today is if you’re single there is a ton of gospel 
directed at you and it is possible, and in some ways easier, to reflect God’s image single than 
married.  So if you are single and you want to get married, pursue it – Jesus style.  But if you 
aren’t feeling the pull to get married that’s not bad.  Pursue being single – Jesus style.  Jesus 
was single and He didn’t miss out.   
 
I’ve got to leave that there because today’s text is about marriage and sex and there is some 
great news here from Jesus that lies outside both the liberal or conservative camps, but we 
have to trust Jesus to get it.   
… 
Now in church almost everyone trust Jesus for salvation right?  But when it comes to issues like 
marriage and sex the stats seem to imply that we aren’t sure we trust Him practically.  Jesus is 
our ticket to heaven, but when it comes to modern living we are better off on our own.   
… 
But imagine Nikki and I went on vacation and we said to our parents “You take our kids, we 
trust you with their lives.”  We’ve done this and it’s great!  But then imagine that at the same 
time we locked up everything of value in our house – our $250 worth of jewelry and our $50GC 
for Earls – we put it in a safe because we didn’t trust our parents.  Would that be ridiculous?  To 
trust someone with the most important things but not the small things? 
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Well when we do this with Jesus; when we trust Him with our salvation but not our marriage or 
sexuality we have this issue.  We want the perks of being with Jesus, but we don’t want to 
follow Him.   
 
But Jesus isn’t interested in that kind of relationship.  He will be God in our lives or He won’t 
have anything to do with us at all.  And that’s because He built this place, He knows how it 
works.  And He believes that Him being our God is best for both His glory and our good. 
 
And this is where Jesus leads us in the topic of marriage and sex.  He says: 

‘God made them male and female’ from the beginning of creation. ‘This explains why a 

man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into 

one.’ Since they are no longer two but one, let no one split apart what God has joined 

together.” (Mark 10:6-8) 
… 
So Jesus says “If you are asking what factors constitute forgivable divorce you are asking the 
wrong question.  I don’t want you to avoid divorce – God’s not up in heaven saying “Stay 
married, I want you to be miserable.  Oh, and while you’re at it save your sex for your miserable 
marriage too.”  No!  God loves you.  So He wants for you the joy of being joined to someone 
and united as one.  And He wants this because a great marriage pictures Him.   
… 
In Ephesians Paul concludes his section about husbands and wives saying: 

“This is a great mystery, but [marriage] is an illustration of the way Christ and the church 

are one. (Ephesians 5:32) 
 
The point is if you do this right your marriage is going to be awesome because it’s a picture of 
the way God relates with His people.   
 
So God how does God relate to His people?  Well He makes a covenant with us – like marriage.  
He says “I will be your God and you will be My people.” And then He is faithful to that covenant 
while we screw up and mess up and fall short.  And God’s response is to leave heaven, put His 
skin in the game, and take the punishment for our unfaithfulness upon Himself.  That’s what 
Jesus did. 
 
And He did this because He wasn’t looking for a way to divorce you, He wanted to find a way to 
bring you back to the abundant relationship He created you to enjoy.  And His hope was that in 
doing this you would be blown away by His love and fall in love with Him in return.   
 
And friends, everyone wants to be loved like this.  We all want someone who will cover our 
faults and love us even though we aren’t as good as we present ourselves to be.  That’s the 
story of Aladdin right?  Street rat loved by the princess.  We all want to be loved.   
… 
But hold on you say, Disney’s a pipe dream for 10-year-old girls.  We live in a broken world 
where people are selfish and divorce happens.  And sex is fun, so don’t restrict yourself to 
vanilla ice cream.  You’ve got to get what you can get while it lasts because that’s all there is. 
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… 
Is that your view of marriage and sex?  That certainly was the defeatist view of the Pharisees 
and it’s prevalent in Canada.  But friends, it’s not Jesus’ view.  Jesus believed marriage and sex 
was awesome because it was a picture of God’s love for the world?  
… 
The second thing Jesus says here has to do with sex in general.  So when Jesus quotes Genesis 
saying: “the two will become one flesh” the picture is of a union between a man and a woman 
that is sexual, emotional and spiritual.  To be one flesh means to be united seeking the good of 
the other in every aspect of life. 
 
And Jesus says marriage is the context where this happens.  Now this is offensive – the reality is 
most Canadians don’t agree.  And guess what?  It was offensive 2000 years ago too – nobody in 
Jesus’ audience agreed either.   
 
But Jesus was never bothered when people didn’t agree.  His desire is to direct us to God’s 
abundant life, He wants this for us and He wants us to trust Him, but He will never force it on 
us.  Love never forces, but it calls us to trust. 
… 
So the other day I was driving my kids to McDonalds and there was this chorus of back seat 
drivers commenting on my skills.  “Dad, is the speed limit 60 here?”  Dad, did you signal before 
changing lanes?  Dad, are you going to stop at that red light?” 
 
And my response was “No, I’m not going to stop at that light, that’s someone else’s light.  And 
by the way you guys, sitting two rows back, without any training and not even an ability to see 
over the dashboard – your opinion on how to drive doesn’t matter.  You need to trust that I 
know what I’m doing and I’m going to get you safely to your Chicken McNuggets.” 
 
And Jesus says the same thing.  I know how sex works.  I built it.  And I want what’s best for 
you.  I don’t want you just to survive in your relationships not getting divorced until you die of 
old age – that’s not the goal.  I want you to win.  I want your relationships to be full of the same 
kind of love I have for the world.  “God so loved the world that He gave His only Son.”  That’s 
the kind of love I want you to enjoy.  And that’s what sex is about. 
… 
How?  And why only in marriage?  Well here it is: in our world sex is about pleasure.  But Jesus 
says God designed sex to be about becoming one flesh – now this includes pleasure but it’s 
bigger than that.  You see if our sexuality is going to resemble God’s love for the world then it 
has to be about how we serve another person laying down our lives for them. 
 
And that can only happen in marriage.  Outside of a commitment to be true to someone in 
sickness or in health no matter how they let you down sex is selfish – it’s about what I want.  If 
you have sex with someone who doesn’t care about what is best for you then no matter how 
passionate and pleasurable it might be it’s not nearly as much as God wants for you. 
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And Jesus says if you want what’s best for someone then you want them to only give their body 
to someone who is committed to their mind and soul as well. 
… 
Now hear this, in this passage Jesus is not saying “Divorce is bad, and sex outside marriage is 
bad.  So if you did any of this you are bad.”  That’s not what Jesus says. 
 
What Jesus says is I want you to win.  I want you to enjoy love in the fullest sense – I want your 
life to resemble my love for the world!  And you can have it.  This isn’t a pipe dream.   
 
Friends, here’s the irony again.  Jesus says abundant life is totally possible, but it’s not possible 
outside of laying your life down and following Him.  And He’s headed to the cross so that’s 
where we have to go too.   
 
And this seems backwards.  If I’m in a marriage and I’m laying my life down for my spouse then 
I’m going to be miserable.  Jesus wants me to be miserable.   
 
But Jesus says try me.  Try sex and marriage My way.  See what happens if you lay down your 
life to serve instead of trying to get.  See if things don’t change for you. 
 
I mean imagine how you might respond if your spouse started laying down their life and serving 
you like Jesus served the church.  Could you imagine that?  Do you think your heart might 
soften?  Do you think you might fall in love with them?  Or fall in love again?   
 
Jesus thinks you might.  In fact, He thinks if you were loved in that way you could be totally 
transformed – miraculously transformed.  He believes this so much that He put on skin and died 
to woo you to Himself.  So let His love transform you, and then give it away. 
… 
So friends, is Jesus wrong?  Are His views on marriage and sex a pipe dream?  Or, given His 
ability to raise people from the dead, might they be a miraculous possibility? 
 
Jesus says, bet on Me.  If you want to win in love, bet on Me.  If you want to win in marriage 
and sex then give yourself to loving people the way I love you.  If you want to really live pick up 
your cross and follow Me. 


