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Behold.  Here is proof... [1 Awkward]  
That my mother... 
Did not love me. 


This is my 7th grade school picture. 

Not only did I have...

Snaggy snarly teeth...

 
But she sent me to school... 
With a bowl haircut. 

And a Velour shirt. 


You know... we paid someone... 
To cut my hair like that.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Just kidding about my mother.

I know she loves me.

Despite... how goofy I looked...

Maybe I still look goofy... 

Who knows?


But the point of showing you this photo...

Is to emphasize…

the excessive number of wonky teeth... 
I had in my head.


Growing up... 

I convinced my friends...

That I was a vampire... 
Because I had fangs.

 
Which were really just eye teeth... 
That had been pushed out... 
Because of overcrowding.

 
We couldn't afford braces when I was a kid. 

But that’s a whole other story.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
When I went off to college...

I decided it was time...

To get my teeth fixed.


But like I said...  
I had shark teeth... [2 Shark]

A couple rows... 

One on top of the other.

 
So before I could get braces... 
I had to go to an oral surgeon. 

Who's job it was...




To remove eight teeth. 

At one time. 


I don't know what I expected.


I guess... I thought...

The guy would be a professional...

I guess... I thought...

This was just a necessary step.

I guess... I thought...

3hat could go wrong?

 
I would get those teeth out...

And slap some braces on...

And bada bing bada boom…

all would be well.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Turned out to be... 

Nothing like I expected. 


They gave me an IV to knock me out...

Before the surgery.

 
But it wore off...

During the procedure...

And I could feel the surgeon... 
Pulling... yanking... on my teeth.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

So... I did the only thing I could do... 
The Universal Dental Distress Signal...

I raised my hand.


He pushed it down... 
And said... stop doing that. 


I did not want to stop...

Raising my hand... because it hurt!

But he kept pushing my arms... down...


Then finally... feeling a bit trapped and panicky...

Because the meds were wearing off...

I kicked my legs up.


The surgeon looked at me...

And said... Can you feel this?

 
And I made my eyes as big as I could... 

In an nonverbal communication... 

Filled with inappropriate expletives... 


He finally understood. 

He shot me up with Novocain. 

Which did not work. 




Then they gave me the laughing gas... 

Nitrous Oxide...

Which indeed made me laugh. 

To myself.

About how inept.

The surgeon was...

 
And how my expectations...

Of professionalism... 
And smooth sailing...

And happy days...  
Were ALL wrong. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Have you ever had... [3 Expectations]  
Expectations... 

That were just wrong. 


When the reality of the situation... 
Does not match... 
The way you think it should be? 


Uncomfortable situation.

Right? Causes high levels of stress.


We call this... cognitive dissonance...

You know... the stress...

We experience...


When the reality in our heads...

The way we think...

Does not match the reality of the world.

In which we are living. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

And on this day... of all days... [3a September 11]

We have a horrible example. 

The death and destruction... 
That happened on September 11th.. 

Twenty years ago. 


Everyone who witnessed that day... 

Can remember thinking...

 
How could this happen... here?

It's not possible... 
That we could be attacked... 
On our own soil.

 
It's not possible...

That the twin towers... 
That stood majestic on the NY skyline... 
Could be crumbling to the ground.




 
And it's not possible...  
That so many lives... 

So many people...

Innocent victims... 

Heroic individuals... 

Servants.  Gave their lives. 


And yet. 

We all know.

No matter what we thought... 
Was possible.

 
It happened. 

That's cognitive dissonance. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

And that struggle... 

Between what we think...

And the reality of the world... 
Is happening in the gospel lesson... today. 


Jesus asks his disciples. [4 Who]

Who do people say that I am? 


It's an interesting question.

Jesus was trying to take the temperature... 
Of the environment in which... 
He worked and lived.


The question really is...

Are people understanding me?...  
Do they understand… what I'm trying to do?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

The answer is... apparently not. 

Because the disciples gave him...

Several conflicting options.  


The first answer... 
Was just flat out... Dumb. 

There’s no nice way to say it.


You know how people say…

There’s no such thing as a dumb question... or bad answer.

That’s not true.

This is a bad answer.


They said… Some say... You're John the Baptist.

This makes absolutely no sense... right?

 
I mean... Jesus and John... 
Were contemporaries.

They were cousins. 

John baptized Jesus.




Many times... they were in the same place... 
At the same time. 


And now... John was dead.

His head was cut off.

By that weak rotten King Herod. 


The disciples knew John was dead.

How in the world... 
Could Jesus be John?

 
Unless people thought... 
That John was somehow... 

Haunting Jesus.

Taking over his body.

Or some nonsense like that.


But that's not a biblical idea...


Let's just write it off...

As a really bad answer. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Others say Elijah.

Now this answer... 
Is a little more interesting. 

 
See... according to Jewish tradition...  
And to the biblical witness... 
Elijah was supposed to come back...

As a forerunner... to the Messiah. 


It's one of the reasons... [5 Passover Elijah]

At the Passover meal... 

They set a place for Elijah... 

And at one point... open the door... 

To see if Elijah has returned!


Most of ideas about Elijah coming back… are...

From the book of the prophet Malachi... Chapter 4...

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Great Day of the Lord. [Malachi Verses]


Lo, I will send you the prophet Elijah 

Before the great and terrible 

Day of the Lord comes.


He will turn the hearts of parents 

To their children 

And the hearts of children 

To their parents, 

So that I will not come 

And strike the land with a curse.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------




We believe this idea... even today...

When we were at Rainbow trail...  
The kids sang a song... 

And sometimes we sing it here at church... 
That's all about...

The Days of Elijah. 


[Linda and Lindsey - Days of Elijah] 

That was fun. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

But Jesus clarified this... 

For the disciples...

In the gospel of Matthew Chapter 17... [6 Transfigured]


Right after the Transfiguration... 
When the disciples saw Jesus... 
With Moses and Elijah...

Up on top of the mountain...

 
When they were coming down...

Jesus said... hey guys…

Don't tell anyone about this vision... 
Until AFTER the Son of Man... 
Has been raised from the dead.


Then the disciples asked Jesus... 

Well... don't the teachers say... 
That Elijah has to come first... 
BEFORE the messiah. 


And Jesus says...

Yeah.  He does.

Elijah has to come... 
And restore all things.

 
And HE ALREADY CAME...

And they didn't even recognize him.

They did whatever they wanted... 
To do to him. 


And the Son of Man is going to suffer too. 


And then it says...

The disciples knew...

Jesus was saying...  

That John the Baptist... WAS Elijah. 

And Jesus... IS the Messiah. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

I know. It gets confusing. 

But the point is... the people had no idea... 
Who Jesus was.




But in a moment of spiritual brilliance…

Peter knew.  Right? [7 Who You]

He got it right.

He made his confession. 
He could see who Jesus really was.


Peter says...

YOU ARE THE MESSIAH. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Right.  Jesus said.  That's right... 

AND... the Son of Man... must undergo GREAT SUFFERING.

Be rejected by the church leaders.

And be killed.

 
Then. After all that.

After another three days.

HE WILL RISE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

And then. Peter didn't understand. 

Because he didn't want Jesus...

To suffer and die.

And then be raised.

 
He wanted him to be the PROMISED MESSIAH.

The One who would restore Israel... to power. 


The One who would bring the Day of the Lord... 
And burn up all their enemies...


The One who would hold all the other nations...

Accountable for their sins against... 
The People of God.


The One who would kick butt... 
And take names. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Not someone like Jesus. [8 Jesus]

 
Not someone who was planning...

On suffering and dying. 

That didn't make sense.


How was that going to help... Israel...

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
And so... the thoughts running nonstop...

Through Peter's head... 
And the reality that Jesus was teaching... 
They clashed…


And it caused cognitive dissonance. 

And confusion. 
And turmoil… for Peter…

---------------------------------------------------------------------------




So. To resolve the stress. 

Peter took Jesus aside...

To set him straight.

To help Jesus understand... 
What the Messiah...

Ought to be.


Peter said.  No Jesus.  

I reject... this reality... 
And your definition...

Of what it means to be the Messiah.

 
I reject... the plan that God has given you.

 
I reject... the way you've described...

This whole situation... 

Because... well... I don't like it.

Stop it Jesus.  STOP IT!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

And Jesus said. 

No Peter.  You're wrong. 

Get behind me... Satan.  
Because you're tempting me... 
With something that is not real.


What you're saying...

Is NOT the way... 
God wants me to go.


It's not what it means to be Messiah. 

You have set your mind... on human things.

Not divine things. 


You have set your mind...

On what you want.

Not what God wants. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

So.  You see what happened. 

The people thought all kinds of things.

About who Jesus was...

And what he should be.

 
Peter had another idea...  
Of who Jesus was...

And what he should be.


And in this lesson...

Jesus... clarifies...

To both groups.

And to us.


Who he REALLY is.

And what he… the messiah… was going to do. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------




They had expectations...

They were wrong. 


And honestly...

Sometimes we have expectations and images of Jesus... [9 Images]

That come from our own desires...

And aren't really funny.  Because they are wrong.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
And if the idea of a suffering and dying messiah...

Makes you uncomfortable... 

Hold on… because Jesus takes this whole thing... 

ONE STEP FURTHER.   [10 My Cross]


He says...  
You all have expectations... of who I am... 
And what I'm doing.


But the truth is...

I’m the messiah…

I have expectations of YOU.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

IF YOU WANT TO BE MY FOLLOWER.

THEN DENY YOURSELF.

TAKE UP YOUR CROSS.

AND FOLLOW ME.


Because if you try to save your own life... 
You're going to lose it.

But if you lose your life... 
For me.  
For my sake.

For the sake of the GOSPEL.

THE GOOD NEWS... 
Of salvation... 
And hope...

And the Kingdom of God.

 
Then in fact...

Even if you lose your life... 
You will save it. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Do you hear his expectation?

That we follow the way of the cross.

Do what he did. 


Sacrifice.

Humility.

Serving others. 

Suffering for others.

Loving to the point...

Of giving up our own lives. 


Living for God.




Living for each other. 

That's his way…


Too many times.

We follow our own thoughts...

Our own ideas... 
Our own ways.


That have nothing to do... 
With the way that Jesus... 
Is calling us to follow him.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please hear me...

Loud and clear today. 


It doesn't matter what...

We... you and I...

Think about... 
Who Jesus is... or what he should be. 

It doesn't change WHO HE IS.


Jesus defines himself. 

He is the Messiah.

He is the Suffering Servant.

He is the One... 
Who gives his life... 
For the sake of the world.


If that messes up... 
Our idea of who God is...

Or how powerful God is... 
Or what it means to follow Christ.  

GOOD! 
It's supposed to. 

Lean into that cognitive dissonance.

Get your head around who he is...


And then... ask yourself the real question...

Of this lesson. 


Are you... following the Messiah?

Are you... taking up our cross?

Are you... giving up your lives? 


For the sake of Jesus.

For the sake of the gospel?


Or are we just trying to create Jesus... 
Into an image... 
That makes us... 
Feel comfortable. 


Fits in with our view of the world. 




You know... Jesus...  
Knew who he was.

Knew where he was going.

Knew what he was going to do. 

 
And NOW HE IS THE ONE…

Who defines us. 

Who invites us. 

To take up our cross...

And really... really... really...

Follow him. 


Thanks be to God.

Amen!


