The Blessing of Surrender! 

John 15  
In John’s Gospel, Christ makes makes it very clear that life in the Spirit can only be experienced by “abiding;” maintaining an intimate connection with Him. As we walk in obedience to His will, we will be tested (pruned). These times of testing are allowed by the Father to show us our need and to shape and grow us into the likeness of His Son. 
I.
Foundational Truths of Surrender:

A. God is Always Good (Ps. 25:8)
B. God is Always in Control (Rm. 8:28)
C. God Always Knows Best (Ps. 139:16)
II.  Contrasting Types of Surrender:
A. Resignation – “No other choice!” “I quit!” 
B. Conditional - “I yield, but...”
C. Unconditional - “I am Yours” 
III.  Results of Unconditional Surrender:
A.  Peace (Phil. 4:7) - 
B. Protection (Is. 41:10) -
C. Purpose (Rm. 12:1-2) -  
Our walk with the Lord is a walk of trust and obedience and, at times, we will be tested and challenged. God care- fully and intentionally allows us to experience a perfect balance of joy and sorrow, pain and pleasure so that we learn to depend completely on His power and grace.

Going Deeper:
1. In your walk with Christ, do you find it easy or, at times, difficult to completely trust God to work His will in situations that seem to be very challenging?  
2. How can you explain to someone who may not know Christ, that God will use even the pain in our lives for our good and His glory?
3. Why do you think God, at times, has to use very tough circumstances to help us grow? Have you ever been molded by God in difficult situations? What was the result?   
4. Why is “abiding” (intimate connection with God), so crucial at all times, but particularly imperative in trials and challenges? 
5. In Romans 8:26-27 Paul gives us an incredible promise. Does the assurance of the Holy Spirit interceding on our behalf give you encouragement, especially when you face tough times? 
6. Personal: Can you think of a period in the past in which you were going through a major test and you were beginning to doubt God’s faithfulness and His control? If you stayed the course, did you then see, in time, His perfect plan unfold for you?
Questions for Our Kids:  
1. Do you ever find it hard to obey your Mom or Dad when they ask you to do something?  What might be one of those times?
2. When you do obey your parents, does it usually work out for the best? Can you see that your Mom and Dad really do know what makes you happy and keeps you safe?  
3. When God asks us to obey Him, He, like your Mom and Dad, knows what is best for you. What happens when we disobey?
