
Vision Series 2021 
Week 2: Sharing Life Together 
1 Peter 2:4-5,9-10 (Sep 12, 2021)  
Begin with Prayer 
In silence, invite the Holy Spirit to guide you. Then pray: 
Dear God, we look to you. Grant us a heart of an apprentice to love others as Jesus did 
and to step into this broken word confident that you are redeeming all things through 
your blessed Son. May your Holy Spirit give us faith and courage to do your will. Amen. 

Reconnecting and Debriefing 
Take a moment to check in with one another (2 minutes each). 
1. In which ways have you sensed God leading you this past week? 
2. What is one of the most meaningful moments you remember with your family? 

Introduction 
Whether we gather in person or online, our goal remains the same: to be a people 
apprenticed to the life of Jesus. His life and teaching are our example and our source of 
truth. Remember the commitments we make to each other to foster safety and freedom 
as we pursue spiritual growth together:  
• Whenever possible, please listen to the sermon prior to gathering (Sunday or online). 
• While we are meeting (even online), commit to focussing rather than multitasking. Be all here. 
• Give everyone an opportunity to share, even if it takes time to form or finish their thoughts.  
• Be respectful and non-judgmental. 
• Honour sharing boundaries (only what you have permission to share, no gossip) and guard 

confidentiality (what we share here stays here). 
• Don’t try to fix, problem-solve or rescue; point one another to the truths of the gospel.  

Listening to God’s Word 
In ancient times, temples were considered to be a house for the Divine, a meeting 
place between heaven and earth. For a time, God accepted this old arrangement, 
commanding his people to build up for him a Temple where his presence would 
be manifested. However, the Creator of the whole universe cannot be, nor desires 
to be, contained by temples built by human hands (cf. Acts 17:24). So he prepared 
to build a better place where he would be pleased to dwell. This week’s study will 
help us to understand how Jesus’ apprentices fit in this great construction project. 
 
Small Group Discussion 
Read 1 Peter 2:4-10. Then discuss together: 
• What is your first thought when you read through this/these passage(s)? 
• How do the descriptors Peter uses in this passage (especially in 2:5 and 2:9) transform 

the way we often think of the church as a building/institution? (1 Pe. 2:5) 
• If we, the people, are the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit, how does this affect how 

you speak, act, or think? 
• In your experience, when can you sense God inhabiting the “house” he has built out of 

believers?  
• What are some ways that we “declare the praises of him who called you out of 

darkness” together? (1 Pe. 2:9) 



• Why is Peter’s statement about our identity (2:9-10) “good news” in our world today? 
How does it affect your own sense of identity?  

• Read Romans 6:20-23. How does this Scripture enrich our understanding of how our 
new identity, described by 1 Peter, has been secured? 

• After a year of COVID restrictions, how are you feeling about the idea of being involved 
with community? How can we help each other feel good about reconnecting? 

• What could healthy Christian community look like for our life group in the coming 
season (see Practice below)? 

• What longing or desire does this study awaken in you?  
• How is the Holy Spirit calling you to respond to what we have discussed?  

Practice: A Fresh Effort at Community 
In being together, we are already taking an important step of obedience in living out our 
identity as God’s people. But we’ve existed for many seasons, or we have formed more 
recently, after such a strange year it’s a good idea to revisit why we exist and what we 
can do to practice community as intentionally as possible. This is a reflective exercise 
designed to help us do that together tonight. 
Read the following: As a community formed by Jesus, we are called to be…  
          a FAMILY where everyone belongs,  
            a gathering of Jesus’ APPRENTICES where everyone is growing, and  
              a team of MISSIONARIES sharing in Jesus’ work. 
Individually, take a few minutes to reflect quietly on these three identities, making 
note of your thoughts on the following questions: 
• Which one of these three identities do you think we do well? 
• What’s an area you wish we did better? 
• What’s one thing you’d like to suggest we do together in order to deepen our 

connection to God and to one another in the coming season? 

After a few minutes of reflection, give each person in the group a moment to 
share their thoughts. Make note of any agreement/themes, and make an 
agreement on how to proceed together. 

Caring for One Another  
• Commit your fresh resolution to practice community to God in prayer.  
• Do you or your family have a need that the Life Group can help meet? 

Using the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) as a guide, based on what you’ve shared 
together, spend time listening to God and praying for one another. 


