
Wednesday, September 8, 2021– Christ`s Church Cathedral 

A SERVICE OF EVENING PRAYER  

MEMORIAL – THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Officiant: The Dean  
Cantors: Belle Cao, Anne Kae, Richard Cunningham Organ: Michael Bloss. 

A legend dating from the second century tells this story about the birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary: 
 

Once upon a time there was a Jewish couple named Jo’-a-chim and Anne. They were elderly, and 
their neighbours reproached them for not having any children. But God heard Anne’s laments and 
sent an angel to tell her: “You shall conceive and bear, and your offspring shall be spoken of in all 

the world.” Anne responded: “As the Lord my God lives, if I bear a child, whether male or female, 
I will bring it as a gift to the Lord my God, and it shall serve him all the days of its life.” And so 
it came to pass that Anne conceived; and when the time was fulfilled, she gave birth to a daughter 

and named her Mary. Both parents vowed to dedicate their child to the service of God, and when she 
was three years old they presented her in the temple at Jerusalem. “And the high priest placed Mary 

on the third step of the altar, and the Lord God put grace upon the child, and she danced for joy 
with her feet, and the whole house of Israel loved her.” 

 
Such is the legend of the nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and we continue to tell the story 

because it bears witness to a deeper truth of faith — that Mary herself was the daughter of Israel’s 
hope and the child whose own offspring would fulfill the longing of the whole family of creation. 

 
 
Words of Welcome 

Music – Lift Thine Eyes (from Elijah)   Felix Mendelssohn 

Lift thine eyes, O Lift thine eyes 
to the mountains, whence cometh help. 

Thy help cometh from the Lord,  
the maker of heaven and earth 

He hath said thy foot shall not be moved 
thy keeper will never slumber 

 
 

 
Sentence Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
        Isaiah 51.3 

 



 

Introductory responses 

 

Hymn – Sing we of the blessed Mother 

 



The psalms are prayers that Jesus used and cover every mood of humanity’s relationship 
with God and one another. Sung by all. 

Psalm 49: 1-10, 15-30 Salvum me fac  

 

Hear this, all you peoples; 
hearken, all you who dwell / in the / world, * 

you of high degree and low, / rich and / poor to- / gether. 
 
My mouth shall / speak of / wisdom, * 

and my heart shall / meditate ● on / under- / standing. 
 

I will incline my ear / to a / proverb * 
and set forth my / riddle ● u- / pon the / harp. 
 

Why should I be afraid in / evil / days, * 
when the wickedness of those / at my / heels sur- / rounds me, 
 

The wickedness of those who put their / trust in ● their / goods, * 
and / boast of / their great / riches? 
 

We can never / ransom ● our- / selves, * 
or deliver to / God the / price of ● our / life; 
 

For the ransom of our / life is ● so / great, * 
that we should never / have e- / nough to / pay it, 
 

In order to live for / ever ● and / ever, * 
and / never / see the / grave. 
 

For we see that the wise die also; 
like the dull and / stupid ● they / perish * 
and leave their wealth to / those who / come ●after / them. 
 



 
 
Their graves shall be their / homes for / ever*, 

Their dwelling places from generation to generation,  
though they call the lands / after / their own / names. 

 
But God will / ransom ● my / life; * 

he will snatch me / from the / grasp of / death. 
 

Do not be envious when / some be-● come / rich, * 
or when the grandeur / of their / house in- / creases; 
 

For they will carry nothing away / at their / death, * 
nor will their / grandeur / follow / them. 
 

Though they thought highly of themselves / while they / lived, * 
and were / praised for / their suc- /cess, 
 

They shall join the company / of their / forebears, * 
who will / never see ● the / light a- / gain. 
 

Those who are honoured, but have no / under- / standing, * 
are / like the / beasts that / perish. 

Glory to God Source / of all / being, 

  eternal / Word and / Holy / Spirit. 

As it was in / the be- /ginning, 
  is now and will be for- / ever. / A- / men. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Music – Ave Maria     Utto Kornmüller
 
Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum; 

benedicta tu in mulieribus, 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with 

thee; 
blessed art thou among women

,

Gospel Acclamation 
 

 

Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you; 
blessed are you among women. 

 

Word (Matthew 2: 1-12) 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; 
for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that 
I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was.  When they saw that the star had 



stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 
their own country by another road. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 

 
 
Nunc Dimittis 
(sung by all) 
 

 
 

LORD, NOW you let your servant go in peace;* 
your word has been fulfilled. 
 

My own eyes have seen the salvation * 
which you have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people; 
 

A light to reveal you to the nations * 
and the glory of your people Israel. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. A-men. 

 
 
 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
 

Hear, O Israel,  
the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  

Love the Lord your God with all your heart,  
with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. 

 
This is the first and the great commandment. 

The second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself. 
There is no commandment greater than these. 

 
 



Prayers to Our Lady 
 
One: Remember, O most loving Virgin Mary that it is a thing unheard of, that 
anyone ever had recourse to your protection, implored your help, or sought your 
intercession and was left forsaken. 
 
All: O Mother of God we take refuge in your loving care. 
 
One: Filled with confidence therefore in your confidence, we fly to you, O Mother. 
Graciously hear and grant my prayer. 
 
All: Let not our plea pass unheeded in the trials that beset us, but deliver us 
from danger, for you alone are truly pure, you only are truly blessed. 

 
 
Collect 
The collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of the day 
or season of the Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for 
the day. 
 
Eternal God, 
who revealed the mystery of your loving providence 
in the birth of Mary, the Mother of our Lord, 
grant that we who now call her blessed 
may be clothed with the light of your new creation 
and rejoice with her 
in the radiance of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
 
Amen.  

 
 
 
Lord`s Prayer 
 
Confident in hope, let us gather our prayers and praises into one, 
and pray as our Saviour taught us, 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 



Music – Beata est Maria     Scott Villard 
 

Beata es, Maria 
quae credidisti perficientur 

in te quae dicta sunt tibi a domino. 
Alleluia. 

 

Blessed art thou, Mary, 
who didst believe the Lord; 

what the Lord said to thee shall be fulfilled 
in thee. 
Alleluia

 
The Dismissal 
 
Let us bless the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Evening Respond (please sing the indented parts) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NEXT WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 
 

A HYMN FESTIVAL 
FOR THE FEAST OF THE HOLY CROSS 

 
With The Dean, Sarah McPherson and Michael Bloss. 

Music and Hymn Texts reprinted as well as podcasts rights covered under OneLicense.net A-
707055.  


