
19 Prince St., 
Forest, ON, Canada, N0N 1J0,
(519) 786-3480
www.forestbaptist.ca

Thank you for your interest in applying for the Lead Pastor position at Forest Baptist 
Church. We have prepared this employment package to tell you a little bit about the town of
Forest and the church, in addition to outlining the job description, responsibilities, and 
qualifications required for the position.

If you wish to submit an application, please send an email to application@forestbaptist.ca 
and include the following:

1. Resume

2. A doctrinal statement

3. If available, a video recording of you preaching, or a link directing us to a recording.

The submission deadline for applications will be October 31, 2021. Following which we will 
be contacting applicants with whom we wish to arrange an interview.

Thank you,

FBC Pastoral Search Commitee

mailto:application@forestbaptist.ca


       Lead Pastor 
 _______________________________ 

FOREST BAPTIST CHURCH 

        Employment Package 



Under the headship of Christ and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

we purpose to be a church devoted to 
Biblical teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, 

prayer and evangelism 
to the glory of God. 
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Job Description 

Forest Baptist Church is 
looking for a lead pastor. . . 

who fears God and not man 

who is committed to the whole    
counsel, inerrancy, authority and 
sufficiency of the inspired Word of 
God      

who is able to apply the Word and 
minister to others      

who demonstrates faithfulness, 
courage, love and endurance  

who is committed to prayer and 
the study of God’s Word      

who has the potential and desire to 
remain in long-term ministry at FBC 

 

Qualifications: 

  St   ro   n   g    in       exp      osi   tory preaching and biblical teaching 

Possessing a moral character and lifestyle in accordance with the 
qualifications of an overseer as described in 1 Tim 3:17; Titus 1:5-9 

Having a clear and well-articulated testimony of faith in Jesus Christ 

Competent in organization, administration and interpersonal
relationships

Having a history of faithful Christian ministry 

Agreement with and, upon hiring, adherence to the Forest Baptist 
Church Purpose Statement, Statement of Faith, Church Covenant, and 
Lifestyle Document.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

• Collaborate with the pastoral staff and elders to develop 
the content of corporate worship services

• Preach regularly

• Officiate the ordinances

Leadership 

• Demonstrate servant leadership

• Exercise spiritual leadership with the elders

• Work with the elders, deacons, staff and volunteers

• Facilitate the mission, goals, and strategies of the church

• Disciple staff and lay leaders

• Oversee the pastoral staff

Shepherd the congregation 

• Feed

• Protect

• Tend

• Equip

Be accountable to the board of elders and deacons 
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Worship

Responsibilities: 



Core Values 

                                        

Our mission is to be      
a growing community                                                        
of believers in North Lambton 
that is founded in scripture                                                        
following the Holy Spirit’s                                                        
direction. 

We will do this by connecting 
with the people that God has 
placed in our path and by                                              
helping them discover their                                             
relevant purpose as God                                           
transforms their lives. 

To communicate the  
gospel of Christ      

clearly and practically 

To be a people who are 
thoughtfully Biblical      

and open to the leading of 
the Holy Spirit’s direction 

To be a leader in     
Christian educational 

opportunities 

To provide a      
loving and welcoming 

atmosphere that      
promotes growth in Christ 

To celebrate lives  
changed in Christ 
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 Church History 
This year, 2021, marks the 150th anniversary of Forest Baptist Church.  We have not been able to celebrate this 
milestone as a church family because of the current conditions we find ourselves living in.  Nevertheless, we 
still acknowledge the Lord’s headship, goodness and faithfulness to us down through the years.  We give Him 
all the glory for everything that has been accomplished in the lives of His people, in our church ministries, and 
in our community.  

In 1871 the churches in Arkona, Thedford and Warwick had the vision to extend their work in the community 
of Forest.  Services in Forest were commenced in the Congregational Chapel, a log cabin, on the corner of 
Clyde and Union streets, and a joint Sunday School was begun. 

On September 13, 1871, the Forest church was organized with 15 charter members and Elder Northrup as 
their first pastor.  In 1875, the congregation purchased what is now the Pentecostal Church on Prince Street. 

The congregation moved again in 1905 into a building at 
18 King Street and remodeled it into a church. 

In 1971, Forest Baptist Church celebrated 100 years of 
God’s goodness down through the years from the early 
pioneers and founders of the church, through many 
godly men and pastors who preached the truth faithfully 
from the pulpit.  Over the first 100 years, the ministry 
and the membership of the church had continued to 
grow, all to the glory of God. 

From the 1970’s on, many changes were made to the 
church building on 18 King Street in Forest (photo). This 
enabled various church programs to develop, and the 
church continued to grow both spiritually and numerically.  As a result, it became clear to the congregation 
that the old building was inadequate for the ministry that God was calling the church to.   

In the fall of 1999, God’s provision allowed the church to purchase the former Forest Central Public School 
building with all of its land, just a block away from what was at that time their church location.  In February 
2000, the congregation took possession of their new church building at 19 Prince Street. The congregation 
worked hard on renovations to convert the school into a church.  A decommissioning service was held at the 
old church on Labor Day, September 4, 2000 with the congregation then marching to their new church to 
fellowship together over lunch.   A commissioning service was held at the new church on Sunday, September 
10, 2000. 

The next few years saw the church membership grow.  It became apparent that renovations were needed in 
order to accommodate the church family, and to help in our ministry to the communities of Forest and 
surrounding areas.  We updated and enlarged our kitchen, and improved the look and function of our Sunday 
School rooms. In 2009, the congregation was privileged and blessed to have Alistair Begg speak at the 
dedication service of our new sanctuary.  A new nursery, prayer room, and foyer were also part of the 
renovations at the time.   

We pray for the Lord’s continued leading and blessing on our church.  We pray that we will be found faithful 
until He comes. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Current Staff: 
Intern Pastor      
Visitation Pastor 
Secretary      
Treasurer      
Clerk      
Janitor      

Boards: 
Elders 
Deacons 

Committees:      
Media & Technology 
Missions 
Music 
Nominating 
Plan to Protect

Membership: 
 155   

                    

 FBC Prayer Chain 

Activities and Opportunities to Serve 

AIM (Adventures in Mothering)       Mission Band 
AWANA (Age 3 to Grade 8)        NeighbourLink 
Family Life Ministry       North Lambton Lodge 
Good Cheer        Nursery 
Greeters        Pinery Park Worship Service 
Guest Workers       Praise Teams 
JOY Luncheons (Just Older Youth)   Unashamed Youth Group 
Junior Church       Ushers 
Ladies’ Bible Study  Vacation Bible School 
Library       Willing Hands 
Men’s Prayer Time  Women’s Ministry 

Worship

Sunday 
  9:30 AM   Sunday School for all ages 
10:30 AM   Morning Service 

 Nursery for babies & toddlers up to age 3 
      Junior Church for children ages 3 to 6 

  6:00 PM   Evening Service (Nursery available if needed) 

Wednesday 
   7:00 PM   Prayer Meeting 

Sunday Average Attendance (2019) 
Morning service - 199 
Evening service   -   50 

FBC Profile
We are a federally incorporated multi-generational church 
with ministries geared to all age groups. 

Approximate age profile of our congregation 
Ages: 

0 to 12   - 16%
13 to 19 -   5%
20 to 40 - 20%
41 to 59 - 12%
60+         - 47% 
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Facilities

We are thankful to have a building 
that is well suited for all of our      
church and community ministries.   
Our building is very clean and well  

maintained.      

 The newest part of our building has a 460-seat sanctuary with      
baptismal and change rooms.  There is a large welcoming foyer 
that  accommodates fellowship before and after services.  The 
nursery is  located off the foyer and has a separate baby and 
toddler room. 

The fellowship room and the fireside room both can 
accommodate a large group of people, and are used for many 
different kinds of occasions. 

We are thankful to have a large, modern kitchen, gymnasium, and  
a library that features good Christian resources 

Our Sunday School rooms have all recently been redecorated to be 
more welcoming for our children and youth.  Our newest   
renovation has been the addition of an inviting conference room.

There is ample parking with a covered drive- through.  
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Population (2016) 

Forest – 2,277 
Lambton Shores – 10, 631 

   Ipperwash Beach, Lake Huron

Forest Profile 
The picturesque town of Forest is near to Lake Huron and nestled 
within an agricultural community in Lambton Shores Ontario. 
Forest has historical architecture to enjoy along with a unique 
blend of shops, services and a variety of restaurants.  Forest has 
long been known as the shopping destination for the surrounding 
communities, as well as for campers, cottagers, and day-trippers. 

Forest has two elementary schools and a high school.  John Knox 
Christian School is nearby in Wyoming. There is an Anglican, 
Presbyterian, United, Pentecostal, and Catholic church as well as a 
Bible Chapel. There is a community health center and a walk-in 
clinic.  

The Lambton Shores Recreational Complex in Forest is an excellent 
venue for many sports activities such as hockey, figure skating, 
basketball, badminton, and volleyball.  As well, it has a fitness 
center and rooms for meeting and entertainment.  Other 
recreational activities include tennis courts, lawn bowling, curling, 
and many golf courses that are nearby. 

Places of interest include the Station Library, Kineto Theatre, Rotary 
Civic Park, the Farmer’s Market, and Elsi Dodge Conservation Area. 
The fairgrounds host the Forest Fall Fair as well as the Steam 
Threshers Show where we have had the opportunity to hold our 
Sunday morning service as an outreach to our community. 

The city of Sarnia is just a 30-minute drive away.  There are medical 
services, a hospital, and many shopping opportunities there. 
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Statement of Faith
1. The Scriptures
We believe and teach that the Holy Bible, as originally written, consisting of 66 books comprising the Old and
New Testaments, is the infallible, inerrant and complete Word of God.  That it was given by inspiration of God
– the Holy Spirit guiding holy men of old in all that they wrote, and that its teaching and authority are
absolute, supreme and final for our faith and practice.
2 Peter 1:21; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; Exodus 20:1; Acts 1:16; 2 Timothy 3:16; 1 Corinthians 14:37; 2 Samuel 23:2;
1 Corinthians 2:11-14

2. Creation
We believe in the special creation of the universe and man by God and not by evolution.
Genesis 1:2

3. Trinity of the Godhead
We believe that there is one God, and only one, who is self-existent, eternal and infinite, who has revealed 
Himself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit – these three having precisely the same nature, attributes and 
perfections, and are worthy of precisely the same homage, confidence and obedience.
Isaiah 45:21-22; Jeremiah 10:10; Exodus 3:14; Deuteronomy 6:4

4. Deity and Virgin Birth of Christ
We believe in His virgin birth, that He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and therefore, God manifest in the 
flesh; that He is both the Son of God and God the Son, and that the scriptures center about Him, His person 
and work.
Matthew 1:23; 1 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 1:2-8; John 10:30; John 5:39

5. Holy Spirit
We believe that the Holy Spirit is a divine person – the third person in the Trinity – who is now, throughout this 
Age of Grace, here present in the true church, having been sent for the express purpose of revealing Christ 
Jesus to the members of the church, that they may be comforted instructed and built up in their most Holy 

Faith, and to the world that sinners may be convicted of sin, of righteousness, and of judgement. John 7:38-39; 
John 14:16-17; John 15:26; Acts 1:8; Acts 2:4; John 16:13-15
We also believe that the New Testament distinguishes between being indwelt by the Holy Spirit, which is true 
of all believers, and being filled with the Spirit, which is the believer’s privilege and duty.  There is one baptism 
in the Spirit, and it is into the body of Christ, but there are more fillings.  Pentecost is an historical event and is 
not repeated.
Compare Acts 2:4 with Acts 4:8-31; Ephesians 1:13-14; Ephesians 5:18

6. The Fall of Man
We believe man was created innocent by God in the image and likeness of God, but by disobedience of the 
command of God he fell, therefore losing his innocence and all spiritual life, becoming subject to death both 
physical and spiritual, and to the powers of the devil.
Genesis 1:26-27; Ephesians 2:1-3; Jeremiah 17:9; Ephesians 2:3; Genesis 2:16-17; 1 Timothy 5:6; Ezekiel
18:19-20; 1 John 1:8; Isaiah 64:6; 1 John 3:8; Matthew 25:46; 1 Corinthians 15:22; John 5:40; John 6:53
We believe in the universal and total depravity of mankind, therefore, in the necessity of regeneration through 
the Holy Spirit of God and faith in Jesus Christ.
Romans 5:12; John 3:3-7; Romans 3:9-18, 23
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7. Salvation
We believe Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God and the Son of Man, came into the world to save man from
the guilt and condemnation of sin, offering His blood as an atonement and making it available to all who
exercise faith in Him.
John 1:14-29; Luke 1:26-35; Acts 4:12; Romans 3:20-26; John 3:14-16; Matthew 26:28; John 6:53; Acts 16:31
We believe in His substitutionary death, that the Son of God gave “His life a ransom for all” and “bore our sins
in His own body on the tree.”
Isaiah 53:5; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:24; Matthew 26:28; Titus 2:11; 1 Timothy 2:6; Matthew 20:28 We
believe that our redemption is solely by the shed blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was made to be sin, and
made a curse for us, dying in our place, a sacrifice acceptable to God, who raised Him from the dead, and
effectual for every sinner who received Him.
Leviticus 17:11; Matthew 26:28; John 1:12; 1 Peter 2:24; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13; Ephesians 1:17; 1
Peter 1:18-19; Romans 5:6-9; 1 Corinthians 15:17
We believe that sinners are saved by grace through faith in Christ alone and not of ourselves, it is the gift of
God, not of works.  We believe the human means by which this result is secured is repentance and faith
whereby we turn to God in sincere contrition and accept Jesus Christ as our all-sufficient Saviour.
Acts 2:38; Ephesians 2:8; Hebrews 7:25; Romans 5:1; Acts 13:39
God has His purposes of grace in the salvation of men.  These purposes are made effectual by the giving of His
Son, and by the constraining and regenerating influence of the Holy Spirit upon all who sincerely believe on
Christ.  But these purposes do not contravene the freedom of man’s responsibility to choose, nor render
inoperative the proclamation of the gospel to all.
Romans 8:28-30; Ephesians 1:4; Isaiah 46:10; John 3:6-8; John 6:44; John 1:12-13; 1 Peter 1:2; John 16:7-11;
Ephesians 2:10; Philippians 2:12-13; John 5:40; Romans 10:13-16
We believe in the eternal security of all who are actually born again by the Spirit of God through faith in Christ
as revealed in the Scriptures and that it is the privilege of all such to be assured of their present salvation and
eternal safety.
John 10:28-29; 2 Timothy 1:12; Romans 8:33-39; John 5:24; Philippians 1:6

8. Sanctification
We believe that sanctification is a setting apart unto God.
A. It is already complete for every saved person, for his position before God is the same as Christ’s position.
Because the believer is in Christ, he is set apart unto God in the same measure in which Christ is set apart unto
God.
Hebrews 10:10; Ephesians 4:24; 1 Corinthians 6:11
B. While the standing of the believer is perfect in Christ, his day-by-day state is as imperfect as his experience
in daily life.  Thus, there is a progressive sanctification wherein the Christian grows in grace and is changed by
the unhindered power of the Spirit. The believer may be sanctified:
– by the Word   John 17:17
- by the constant washing of the Word   Ephesians 5:25-27
- by the blood of Christ   Hebrews 13:12
- by the inworking presence and power of the Spirit   Galatians 5:16-25; Romans 15:16
C. After the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, the child of God will yet be fully sanctified.
1 John 3:2; Philippians 3:20-21

9. The Church
We believe that the true spiritual church is comprised of the whole company of believers, of whatever name,
age or country united by the Holy Spirit and is known only to the eye of God.  The church formal (the local
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assembly) is a company of believers baptized in the name of the Triune God and observing the forms, 
ordinances and principles laid down in the New Testament.     
Romans 12:5; 1 Corinthians 12:12-27; Ephesians 4:3-10; Colossians 2:19 
We believe in the Great Commission given by our Lord to His church to evangelize the world.  Evangelism and 
teaching are the great mission of the church. 
Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16 

10. Resurrection
We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ – that He ascended and is now in heaven at the Father’s 
right hand as our High Priest and Advocate.
Matthew 28:5-6; Romans 8:34; Hebrews 2:17
We believe that Jesus rose from the dead according to the Scriptures in bodily form, and thus became the 
first-fruit of them that slept; that upon His return He will raise out from among the dead those that have died 
in Christ, then those Christians still living on the earth, this being the first resurrection; and that, after the 
thousand years, He will raise them that have died in unbelief from their graves to receive their sentence. 
Isaiah 26:19; Daniel 12:2; John 5:28-29; Romans 1:4; Romans 8:23; 1 Corinthians 15

11. Second Coming
Jesus Christ is to come again in bodily form, judge the nations, and fill the earth with His glory and power.  The 
first event connected with the Lord’s coming again will be the pretribulation.
2 Peter 3:18; 2 Corinthians 3:18
The believer may be sanctified:  and premillennial rapture of the true church (Although this is the position of 
the church, belief in the premillennial position is not a requisite to membership).
Matthew 24:25-51; Acts 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 2 Thessalonians 2:3-8; Titus 2:3; Revelation 1:17; 
Revelation 20:1-6

12. Satan
We believe that Satan is a personage, the father of lies, a murderer from the beginning and the great deceiver 
of all the nations – that he will be overcome by the Lord Jesus Christ as the seed of the woman and cast into 
the bottomless pit for a thousand years, released for a short period, and finally committed to the Lake of Fire 
with all his angels to be tormented for ever and ever.
Job 1:6-12; John 8:44; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15; Ephesians 6:12-16; Genesis 3:5; Revelation 20:1-3; 7-10

13. Ordinances
A. We believe in the total immersion of the believer in water as the only biblical form of baptism, a
prerequisite to church membership.
B. And the communion of the Lord’s Supper as a privilege peculiar only to those who are believers in Christ.
Matthew 3:16; Acts 8:36-39; Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 8:12; Acts 2:38-41; 1 Corinthians 11:23-27

14. Divine Healing
We believe in the divine healing of the body in accordance with the will of God.
Psalm 103:3; James 5:13-16

15. Civil Government
Civil government is of divine appointment for the interest and good order of human society and magistrates
are to be prayed for, conscientiously honored and obeyed, except only in things opposed to the will of God,
who is the only God of conscience and the Prince of the Kings of the earth.
Romans 13:1-7; Matthew 22:21; Acts 5:29; Acts 4:18-20
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Church Covenant 

Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God, to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our 
Saviour, and on the profession of our faith, having been baptized in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, we do now, in the presence of God and this assembly, 
most solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant with one another as one body in Christ. 

We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to walk together in Christian love, to strive 
for the advancement of this church, in knowledge, holiness and comfort, to promote its 
prosperity and spirituality, to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline and doctrines, to 
contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the church, 
and the spread of the Gospel throughout all nations. 

We also engage to cultivate the devotional life, to rear our children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, to seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances, to walk 
vigilantly in the world, to be just in our dealings, to honor our promises and commitments, to 
be exemplary in our behavior and to be zealous in our efforts to advance the Kingdom of our 
Saviour. 

We further engage to watch over one another in brotherly love, to remember each other in 
prayer, to aid each other in sickness and distress, to cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling and 
courtesy in speech, to be slow to take offence, always ready for reconciliation, and mindful of 
the direction from Scripture to secure it without delay.      
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Lifestyle Document 

 There have recently been profound changes in the morals of the culture in which Forest 
Baptist Church finds itself embedded. This has necessitated the adoption of a statement of 
Biblical standards whereby the leadership and the employees of the church must live. The 
basis for these standards is the revealed will of God as laid out in the Bible. While it is 
acknowledged that it is the condition of all people to sin, the choice to live in such a way that 
these Biblical standards are violated renders one ineligible to serve at FBC.

 Therefore, it is required that anyone serving as a pastor, elder, deacon, superintendent, 
committee member, or in any other position where decisions are made that will affect the 
spiritual lives of the congregants, must agree with the following requirements.

1. A marriage based on Biblical standards is between one man and one woman. Any other 
pattern for marriage is an abomination in the eyes of God.
Gen 2:24, Matt 19:3-6

2. A lifestyle involving homosexual relationships, or illicit heterosexual ones is not tolerated 
within Biblical standards.
Lev 18:22, Gen 19:5, (cf Gen 18:20), Rom 1:26,27, 1Cor 6:9,16, Jude 7

3. All people are born male or female, and remain so for life. The sexes are distinct from one 
another, and that condition must be guarded. Any attempt to change one’s gender, either by 
the alteration of one’s physiology, or by attempting to imitate the other gender in dress, 
deportment or simply by what one calls oneself, transgresses Biblical standards.
Gen 1:27, Deut 22:5, 1Cor 11:4-15

4. If the lifestyle of anybody in a position of service to the congregation is found to contradict 
the demands of Scripture, such that that person is placed under discipline, then that person 
will be removed from his/her position of service.
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