
Matthew 26:1–16(ESV) 
When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to 
his disciples, 2 “You know that after two days the 
Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be  
delivered up to be crucified.” 
 
3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people 
gathered in the palace of the high priest, whose 
name was Caiaphas, 4 and plotted together in order 
to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. 5 But they 
said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar 
among the people.” 
 
6 Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of 
Simon the leper, 7 a woman came up to him with an 
alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she 
poured it on his head as he reclined at table. 8 And 
when the disciples saw it, they were indignant,  

saying, “Why this waste? 9 For this could have been 
sold for a large sum and given to the poor.” 10 But  
Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you  
trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful 
thing to me. 11 For you always have the poor with 
you, but you will not always have me. 12 In pouring 
this ointment on my body, she has done it to  
prepare me for burial. 13 Truly, I say to you,  
wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole 
world, what she has done will also be told in 
memory of her.”  
 
14 Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas 
Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and said, “What 
will you give me if I deliver him over to you?” And 
they paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16 And from that 
moment he sought an opportunity to betray him.  
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1.  An extravagant God 
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2.  A right response to God’s extravagance 

  
 
 a.  Mary gave Jesus her very best 
 
  
 
 
 b.  Mary acted on her impulse to do something extravagant for Jesus 
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3.  A wrong response to God’s extravagance 

  
 Matthew 26:8–9 
  
 
 
 “[Judas] said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the 
 moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it.”  John 12:6 

 

 

 “People talk of the sacrifice I have made in spending so much of my life in Africa. . . . Is that a sacrifice which 
 brings its own blest reward in healthful activity, the consciousness of doing good, peace of mind, and a bright 
 hope of a glorious destiny hereafter? Away with the word “sacrifice” used like this. It is emphatically no  
 sacrifice.  Say rather it is a privilege. Anxiety, sickness, suffering, or danger, now and then, with a loss of the 
 common conveniences and enjoyments of this life, may make us pause, and cause the spirit to waver, and the 
 soul to sink; but let this only be for a moment. All these are nothing when compared with the glory which shall 
 be revealed in and for us. I never made a sacrifice.”    — David Livingstone 

 

 

 

 

4.  How the greatest “waste” in history can change our hearts 

  


