
Holy Cross Sunday & Blessing of the Backpacks
September 12, 2021 | 10:30am

In-Person & Livestream

The Rev. Stuart Mennigke | Presider
The Rev. Alisdar Smith | Preacher
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10:30am Choral Eucharist
THE BOOK of ALTERNATIVE SERVICES

Gathering of the Community

Cathedral Parish Announcements

Presider In this time and place,
We gather on the traditional, ancestral and unceded lands
of the Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh nations.

All From many places and peoples we come to this house of  prayer.

Presider In this time and place,
We meet in the presence of the living God.

All The living God who creates us and all that is.

Presider In this time and place,
The risen Christ stands in our midst.

All The risen Christ who accompanies us and all people.

Presider In this time and place,
God’s Holy Spirit breathes in and through us.

All The Holy Spirit who transforms us and all life.

Presider In this time and place,
Together, one people of God.

All In the name of  God, Source of  all being,
Eternal Word and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Opening Hymn We sing the praise of Him who died (CP200)
Text: Thomas Kelly (1815), Tune: Fulda

We sing the praise of him who died,
of him who died upon the cross;
the sinner's hope let men deride,
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for this we count the world but loss.
Inscribed upon the cross we see
in shining letters, 'God is love';
he bears our sins upon the tree;
he brings us mercy from above.

The cross! It takes our guilt away:
it holds the fainting spirit up;
it cheers with hope the gloomy day,
and sweetens every bitter cup.

It makes the coward spirit brave,
and nerves the feeble arm for �ght;
it takes its terror from the grave,
and gilds the bed of death with light:

The balm of life, the cure of woe,
the measure and the pledge of love,
the sinner's refuge here below,
the angels' theme in heaven above.

Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God.
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

All And also with you.
Presider There is one body and one Spirit,
All There is one hope in God’s call to us;
Presider One Lord, one faith, one baptism,
All One God and Father of  all.

The Collect of the Day
Presider Let us pray. (Silence)

Almighty God,
All You call your Church to witness

that in Christ we are reconciled to you.
Help us so to proclaim the good news of  your love,
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that all who hear it may turn to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Proclamation of  the Word

First Reading A reading from the Book of Numbers 21: 4b-9

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.

All Thanks be to God.

The Psalm Psalm 98:1-6
Refrain by Rupert Lang

1 Sing to the Lord a new song, *
for he has done marvellous things.
2 With his right hand and his holy arm *
has he won for himself the victory.
3 The Lord has made known his victory; *
his righteousness has he openly shown in
the sight of the nations.
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to
the house of Israel, *
and all the ends of the earth have seen the
victory of our God.
5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; *
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, *
with the harp and the voice of song.

Second Reading A reading from 1 Corinthians:18-24
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Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.
All Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn Spendthrift Lover is the Lord (CP177)
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Deacon The Lord be with you.

All And also with you.

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

Before the Gospel Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel John 3: 13-17

Deacon The Gospel of Christ.

After the Gospel Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon The Reverend Alisdar Smith

Holy Baptism
Presentation and Examination of the Candidates

Presider The candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
Sponsor I present Ellis Xavier Patterson, to receive the

sacrament of  baptism.

Presider Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is nurtured
in the faith and life of the Christian community?

Presenters I will, with God’s help.

Presider Will you by your prayers and witness help this child
to grow into the full stature of Christ?

Presenters I will, with God’s help.

Examination of the Candidate
Sponsors may speak on behalf of children
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Presider Do you renounce all the spiritual forces of wickedness
that rebel against God?

Answer I renounce them.

Presider Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which  corrupt and
destroy the creatures  of God?

Answer I renounce them.

Presider Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?

Answer I renounce them.

Presider Do you turn to Jesus Christ, and accept him as your Saviour?

Answer I do.

Presider Do you put your whole trust in his  grace and love?

Answer I do.

Presider Do you promise to obey him as your Lord?

Answer I do.

After the presentation, renunciations & affirmations have been made, the presider asks:

Presider Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these
persons in their life in Christ?

All We will.

Prayers for the Candidates
Remain standing facing prayer leader
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Deacon Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the sacrament of
new birth. Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord in your mercy

All Hear our prayer.

Deacon Open their hearts to your grace and truth. Lord in your mercy

All Hear our prayer.

Deacon Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. Lord in your mercy

All Hear our prayer.

Deacon Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. Lord in your mercy

All Hear our prayer.

Deacon Send them into the world in witness to your love. Lord in your mercy

All Hear our prayer.

Deacon Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. Lord in your mercy

All Hear our prayer.

Deacon Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ
your Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to
come again in glory;   who lives and reigns now and forever.

All Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water

Presider The Lord be with you.
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All And also with you.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Presider We give you thanks, almighty God and Father,
for by the gift of water you nourish and sustain all living things

All Blessed be God forever.

Presider We give you thanks that through the waters of the Red Sea, you led your
people out of slavery to freedom in the promised land.

All Blessed be God forever.

Presider We give you thanks for sending your Son Jesus.
For us he was baptized by John in the river Jordan.
For us he was anointed as Christ by your Holy Spirit.
For us he su�ered the baptism of his own death and resurrection,
setting us free from the bondage of sin and death,
and opening to us the joy and freedom of everlasting life.

All Blessed be God forever.

Presider We give you thanks for your Holy Spirit who teaches us and leads us into
all truth,  �lling us with his gifts so that we might proclaim the gospel to all
nations and serve you as a royal priesthood.

All Blessed be God forever.

Presider We give you thanks for you have called Ellis to new life through the
waters of baptism.  Now sanctify this water, that your servants who are
washed in it   may be made one with Christ in his death and resurrection,
to be cleansed and delivered from all sin. Anoint them with your Holy
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Spirit and bring them to new birth in the family of your Church,
that they may become inheritors of your glorious kingdom.  We give you
praise and honour and worship through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

All Blessed are you, our strength and song, and oursalvation.

The Baptismal Covenant

Presider Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and
renew our own baptismal covenant.

Do you believe in God the Father?

All I believe in God, The Father almighty, creator of  heaven and earth.

Presider Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

All I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit and born of  the
Virgin Mary.   He su�ered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci�ed,
died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of  the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.

Presider Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

All I believe in God the Holy Spirit, the holy catholicChurch, the
communion of  saints,  the forgiveness of  sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting.

Presider Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?

Holy Cross | Sept 12, 2021 | Page 11



All I will, with God’s help.

Presider Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever you fall into sin,  repent
and return to the Lord?

All I will, with God’s help.

Presider Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ?

All I will, with God’s help.

Presider Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbour as
yourself?

All I will, with God’s help.

Presider Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,
and respect the dignity of every human being?

All I will, with God’s help.

Presider Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation,  and respect,
sustain and renew the life of the Earth?

All I will, with God’s help.

The Baptism

Presider Ellis, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

All Amen.

Presider I sign you with the cross, and mark you as Christ’s own forever.
All Amen.
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Presider Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit
you have bestowed upon these your servants the forgiveness of sin,
and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in
your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart,
the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love
you,  and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.

The Giving of the Light

Presider Receive the light of Christ, to show that you have
passed from darkness to light.

All Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven.

Presider Let us welcome the newly baptized.

All We receive you into the household of  God.
Confess the faith of  Christ cruci�ed, proclaim his resurrection,
and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

The Peace
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All And also with you.

Celebration of the Eucharist

The Offertory
You are invited to make a financial offering to further God’s mission through the work of the church by
texting “Give” to 639.739.0843 and following the instructions; or by clicking on this link
thecathedral.ca/give. Tax receipts are issued annually for gifts totalling $20 or more. Your financial gifts
matter and together with the bread and wine they are presented in spirit at the Altar as a sign of
thanksgiving to God from whom all blessings flow.
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Offertory Hymn Tree of Life & Awesome Mystery (CP179)
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Prayer over the Gifts
Presider Holy God,
All accept all we o�er you this day.

May we who are reconciled at this table
bring wholeness to our broken world.
We ask this in the name of  Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

Presider The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Presider Eternal God, Source of all being,
we give you thanks and praise
for your faithful love.
You call us into friendship
with you and one another
to be your holy people,
a sign of your presence in the world.
When those we trust betray us,
unfailingly you remain with us.
When we injure others,
you confront us in your love
and call us to the paths of righteousness.
You stand with the weak,
and those, broken and alone,
whom you have always welcomed home,
making the �rst last, and the last �rst.
Therefore we raise our voices

Holy Cross | Sept 12, 2021 | Page 15



with angels and archangels,
forever praising you and singing:

Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy Lord (CP689)

Presider Blessed are you, O Holy One:
when Hagar was driven into the wilderness
you followed her and gave her hope.
When Joseph was sold into bondage,
you turned malice to your people’s good.
When you called Israel out of slavery,
you brought them through the wilderness
into the promised land.
When your people were taken into exile
you wept with them by the river of Babylon
and carried them home.

All Restore us, O God, let your face shine!
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Presider At the right time you sent your Anointed One
to stand with the poor,
the outcast, and the oppressed.
Jesus touched lepers, and the sick, and healed them.
He accepted water from a woman of Samaria
and o�ered her the water of new life.
Christ knew the desolation of the cross
and opened the way for all humanity
into the redemption of your reconciling love.
On the night he was betrayed,
Jesus, at supper with his friends,
took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread,
gave it to them, and said, “Take and eat:
this is my body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine,
and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you:
this is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”
Loving and Holy One,
recalling Christ’s death and resurrection, we o�er you these gifts,
longing for the bread of tomorrow
and the wine of the age to come. Therefore we proclaim our hope.

All Dying you destroyed our death,
rising you restored our life.
Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Presider Pour out your Spirit on these gifts
that through them you may sustain us in our hunger for your peace.
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We hold before you all whose lives are marked by su�ering,
our sisters and brothers.
When we are broken and cast aside, embrace us in your love.

All Restore us, O God, let your face shine!

Presider Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours,
O Source of all life, now and forever.

All Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Presider As our Saviour taught us, let us pray
All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of  trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Presider We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All We being many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread.

Presider The gifts of God for the people of God.
All Thanks be to God.
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Share the Gifts

If you know the brokenness of life, its fractures within and its division without, then you have
participated in the broken body of Christ and you are invited to share in Communion.

If you are not physically receiving Communion, then offer this prayer:

In union, O God, with all your faithful people
gathered wherever the eucharist is celebrated this day,
I o�er you praise and thanksgiving for creation and all the blessings of this life,
for the redemption given to us through the life, death and resurrection of Christ,
and for the means of grace and the hope of glory.
I pray you come into my heart, my soul and my mind.
Let nothing separate me from you.
May I serve you in this life until, by your grace,
I come to your promised reign of justice and peace;
through Christ and in the unity of the Spirit. Amen.

While the communion is being administered, we respectfully ask that you keep the silence — 
this is a time for quiet prayer and meditation.

During Communion
Lamb of God
New plainsong (CP 690)

Sing my Tongue the Glorious Battle
Trad. Plainsong

Sending Out of the Disciples
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Prayer after Communion

Presider Father, your word and sacrament give us food and life.
All May we who have shared in holy things

bear fruit to your honour and glory,
in the name of  Jesus Christ the Lord.

Doxology
Presider Glory to God,

All whose power, working in us,
can do in�nitely more than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Blessing of the Backpacks

All are welcome to bring backpacks, bags, purses, briefcases etc to the front and may place them down at
the altar to receive a blessing

Presider God of Wisdom, we give you thanks for schools and classrooms
and for the teachers and students who �ll them each day. We
thank you for this new beginning, for new books and new ideas.
We thank you for sharpened pencils, pointy crayons, and crisp
blank pages waiting to be �lled. We thank you for the gift of
making mistakes and trying again. Help us to remember that
asking the right questions is often as important as giving the
right answers. Today we give you thanks for these your children,
and we ask you to bless them with curiosity, understanding and
respect. May their backpacks be a sign to them that they have
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everything they need to learn and grow this year.
May they be guided by your love. All this we ask
in the name of Jesus, who as a child in the temple showed his
longing to learn about you, and as an adult taught by story and
example, your great love for us. Amen.

The Blessing
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Closing Hymn When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (CP386)

Dismissal Go forth in the name of Christ.

All Thanks be to God.
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To donate…
Please text “Give” to 639.739.0843 and follow the instructions — 

or go to this link — thecathedral.ca/give — 
or go to the App Store, & choose the “tithe.ly” app

 — from the App Store, download the tithe.ly app, enter your information
and you can connect directly to the Cathedral — 

Thank you for your support!

10:30AM | CHORAL EUCHARIST
Presider The Rev. Stuart Mennigke
Preacher The Rev. Alisdar Smith
Deacon The Rev. Je�rey Preiss
Readers Ron Jobe, Hope Sealy
ASL Interpreter Lisz Keallen
Music Cathedral Choir, Rupert Lang

Thank you for joining the Christ Church Cathedral community
This Choral Eucharist service takes place on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded territory of the Musqueam,
Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh Nations in the heart of Vancouver. If you have any questions about the
Cathedral, its ministries or congregations, please visit our website at thecathedral.ca.

MAILING ADDRESS: 690 Burrard Street, Vancouver, BC V6C 2L1
PHONE: 604.682.3848 | EMAIL: reception@thecathedral.ca
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