
Newsletter - 12 September 2021 

Wonga Park CRC is a church that is committed to helping people grow in their faith, one step at a 
time. We believe people do this by encountering God in his living word, through prayer, and in 
community with other believers. 

New here? We would love to meet and connect with you, so please fill in your details on the back of 
this newsletter, place the it in the offering bag and one of our team will contact you. Alternatively 
send an email to pastor@wpcrc.org.au and we will get in contact with you. 

God’s Word: We encourage you to take notes in the place provided, to reflect on what God has 
been saying to you, and to discuss it with your family, friends and children. 

Prayer: We have several places in our worship service where we pray. We would also love to pray 
with you after the service. If you would like someone to pray with you, please remain in the main 
auditorium and a member of our prayer team will come and pray with you. 

Community: We encourage you to stay after the service for coffee and fellowship. If you are a 
visitor, please grab a free barista made coffee (available most mornings). We would love to meet 
you and get to know you more. We have a cry room off to the side of the church for parents with 
infants. During school terms we  also run a Sunday School program before the church service for 
high school aged children and during the church service for primary school aged children, and we 
have a crèche for ages 1-5 at the end of the main hallway. 

Groups: We have a number of growth groups that meet throughout the week to pray for people, 
gather around God’s word, and care for one another. If you would like to join a group, please 
contact pastor Chris (pastor@wpcrc.org.au). 

WELCOME 

Continues on following page... 

God sovereignly chooses the unworthy - Jacob not Esau  

Genesis 27 
THE STOLEN BLESSING 
When Isaac was old and his eyes were so weak that he could not see, he called his older son Esau and said to him, “My 
son.”  And he answered, “Here I am.” 
2 He said, “Look, I am old and do not know the day of my death. 3 So now take your hunting gear, your quiver and bow, 
and go out in the field to hunt some game for me. 4 Then make me a delicious meal that I love and bring it to me to eat, 
so that I can bless you before I die.”  
5 Now Rebekah was listening to what Isaac said to his son Esau. So while Esau went to the field to hunt some game to 
bring in, 6 Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “Listen! I heard your father talking with your brother Esau. He said, 7 ‘Bring me 
game and make a delicious meal for me to eat so that I can bless you in the Lord’s presence before I die.’ 8 Now, my son, 
listen to me and do what I tell you. 9 Go to the flock and bring me two choice young goats, and I will make them into a 
delicious meal for your father — the kind he loves. 10 Then take it to your father to eat so that he may bless you before 
he dies.” 
11 Jacob answered Rebekah his mother, “Look, my brother Esau is a hairy man, but I am a man with smooth skin. 12 Sup-
pose my father touches me. Then I will be revealed to him as a deceiver and bring a curse rather than a blessing on my-
self.” 
 
 
 



Continued from previous page... 

13 His mother said to him, “Your curse be on me, my son. Just obey me and go get them for me.” 
14 So he went and got the goats and brought them to his mother, and his mother made the delicious food his father loved. 
15 Then Rebekah took the best clothes of her older son Esau, which were in the house, and had her younger son Jacob 
wear them. 16 She put the skins of the young goats on his hands and the smooth part of his neck. 17 Then she handed the 
delicious food and the bread she had made to her son Jacob. 
18 When he came to his father, he said, “My father.” 
And he answered, “Here I am. Who are you, my son? ” 
19 Jacob replied to his father, “I am Esau, your firstborn. I have done as you told me. Please sit up and eat some of my 
game so that you may bless me.” 
20 But Isaac said to his son, “How did you ever find it so quickly, my son? ” 
He replied, “Because the Lord your God made it happen for me.” 
21 Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Please come closer so I can touch you, my son. Are you really my son Esau or not? ” 
22 So Jacob came closer to his father Isaac. When he touched him, he said, “The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands 
are the hands of Esau.” 23 He did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like those of his brother Esau; so he 
blessed him. 24 Again he asked, “Are you really my son Esau? ” 
And he replied, “I am.” 
25 Then he said, “Bring it closer to me, and let me eat some of my son’s game so that I can bless you.” Jacob brought it 
closer to him, and he ate; he brought him wine, and he drank. 
26 Then his father Isaac said to him, “Please come closer and kiss me, my son.” 27 So he came closer and kissed him. When 
Isaac smelled his clothes, he blessed him and said: 
Ah, the smell of my son 
is like the smell of a field 
that the Lord has blessed. 
28 May God give to you — 
from the dew of the sky  
and from the richness of the land — 
an abundance of grain and new wine.  
29 May peoples serve you  
and nations bow in worship to you. 
Be master over your relatives; 
may your mother’s sons bow in worship to you. 
Those who curse you will be cursed, 
and those who bless you will be blessed.  
30 As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob and Jacob had left the presence of his father Isaac, his brother Esau arrived 
from his hunting. 31 He had also made some delicious food and brought it to his father. He said to his father, “Let my fa-
ther get up and eat some of his son’s game, so that you may bless me.” 
32 But his father Isaac said to him, “Who are you? ” 
He answered, “I am Esau your firstborn son.” 
33 Isaac began to tremble uncontrollably. “Who was it then,” he said, “who hunted game and brought it to me? I ate it all 
before you came in, and I blessed him. Indeed, he will be blessed! ” 
34 When Esau heard his father’s words, he cried out with a loud and bitter cry and said to his father, “Bless me too, my 
father! ”  
35 But he replied, “Your brother came deceitfully and took your blessing.” 
36 So he said, “Isn’t he rightly named Jacob? For he has cheated me twice now. He took my birthright, and look, now he 
has taken my blessing.” Then he asked, “Haven’t you saved a blessing for me? ” 
37 But Isaac answered Esau, “Look, I have made him a master over you, have given him all of his relatives as his servants, 
and have sustained him with grain and new wine. What then can I do for you, my son? ” 
38 Esau said to his father, “Do you have only one blessing, my father? Bless me too, my father! ” And Esau wept loudly.  
 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

SERMON NOTES 

Q1) Turn back to Genesis 25. What promise did God make to Rebekah about Jacob? 
Q2) Why then did she seek to claim the promise through human action? 
Q3) To what extent is God’s promises up to us, and to what extent are they up to him? What part do we play in making his 
promise come to fruition? 
Q4) The various failures on the part of each character in this story cost them dearly. What price did they have to pay for 
each of their sins? 
Q5) Favouritism plays a major part in this story. Why is it wrong for parents to favour one child over another? 
Q6) What parts of Isaac’s blessing stand out most to you and why? 
Q7) How does Isaac’s blessing further the promises God made to Abraham? 
Q8) God still brought about the promises he made to Rebekah, despite everyone’s failure in this story. How does this en-
courage you? 

39 His father Isaac answered him, 
Look, your dwelling place will be 
away from the richness of the land, 
away from the dew of the sky above. 
40 You will live by your sword, 
and you will serve your brother. 
But when you rebel,  
you will break his yoke from your neck. 
ESAU’S ANGER 
41 Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. And Esau determined in his heart, 
“The days of mourning for my father are approaching; then I will kill my brother Jacob.” 
42 When the words of her older son Esau were reported to Rebekah, she summoned her younger son Jacob and said to 
him, “Listen, your brother Esau is consoling himself by planning to kill you. 43 So now, my son, listen to me. Flee at once to 
my brother Laban in Haran, 44 and stay with him for a few days until your brother’s anger subsides — 45 until your 
brother’s rage turns away from you and he forgets what you have done to him. Then I will send for you and bring you back 
from there. Why should I lose you both in one day? ” 
46 So Rebekah said to Isaac, “I’m sick of my life because of these Hethite girls. If Jacob marries someone from around here, 
like these Hethite girls, what good is my life? ”  -- Genesis 27:1-46 (CSB) 



 
DIARY 
WHAT’S HAPPENING  

Sunday 12 September 
10:00 am  Online Worship Service 
4.00 pm Zoom for Youth (Online) 

      

GIVING 

In our church we have 2 offerings every Sunday. The first offering goes toward the ministry of this con-
gregation. The second offering (for the Deacons)  goes toward various ministry organisations we sup-
port.    Today it is to the work of “GOSPEL”...please see more detail on page 9.  If you would like to sup-
port this work you can do so in a few different ways:  
In church giving: Simply add your offering to the offering bag. 
Bank Transfer: BSB: 063 167 Acc: 1015 8356.              For the Deacons BSB: 063167 Acc. 1015 8372 
Via Church App: Online or via our church app: https://wpcrc.org.au/give  

 

Hannah Remminga 8 September 
Nouda Berends 9 September 
Herman Dyer 10 September 
Cassie Van Veen 12 September 

Ina Du Plessis 14 September 

Christina VanderJagt 15 September 

Suzanne Nel 16 September 

   



As required by Victoria Health we need to keep a 
record of who has been attending the church ser-
vice. We have set up a QR code that you can scan 
when you arrive at church on which your basic 
information will be captured securely onto a form 
in Elvanto.  

We will only use or disclose your check-in infor-
mation for coronavirus (COVID-19) contact trac-
ing.  Your data will then be deleted after 28 days. 
Your details won't be used for marketing or other 
purposes. 

We will also have some volunteers with iPads to assist people who are unable to check in using their 
phones. It may take a bit of time to get everyone through the process so please try to be a bit earlier at 
church than what you would normally be. 

The Newsletter team is looking for another volunteer!   

Unfortunately one of our team members is unable to continue as part of the team and we are 
looking for a replacement.  Full training will be given and you don’t need to be a computer wizz 
to join.  You  will only be rostered on for two weeks out of six and we are flexible to change ros-
ters around your other commitments.  For more information, please email the newsletter team 
at newsletter@wpcrc.org.au  or call Enè on Mob: 0450211133. 

BUDGET UPDATE 
Funds in: March was a better month in terms of offerings and 
funds received into our church bank account. 
Expenses: Payments for the month were much higher than budget, 
primarily due to some arrears CRC Australia ministry share contri-
butions that were brought up to date.  The year-to-date expenses 
as reported is now reasonably accurate and mostly in line with 
budget. 
Shortfall: Our year-to-date cash shortfall is about $25k, marginally 
better than budget.  This means y.t.d. we have drawn down on or 
depleted our cash resources to the amount of about $25,000. . 



Part-time Church Worker Position 

Westside Christian Church is a small but growing church in Camira, Queensland. We are a member of 
the CRCA and a contemporary, relaxed and friendly family church. We are looking for someone to 
help coordinate our family and children ministries. This would be a 1-2 day per week position, de-
pending on the candidates strengths and ministry experience. Areas of ministry would include family 
events, home groups, Sunday School, Catechism, Youth Group, and Young Adult ministries. We are 
looking for someone with some experience, or who is currently studying or training for ministry. 
Please read the attached Position Description. (please email Wonga Park Newsletter for a copy of the 
description) If you need more information please ring Ps Josh on 0423 814 700. We're really excited 
to have you join our ministry team. 

Dear CRCA Churches. 
  
Firstly, many thanks for all of you who have been praying 
for wisdom regarding the plans for holding Synod in Octo-
ber 2021.  
  
Following the Synodical Interim Committee meeting yester-
day during which we considered the escalating Covid19 
Pandemic situation in certain parts of Australia, the SIC 
(along with the newly elected Moderamen), would like to announce that the best alternative as we 
see it is to defer Synod till May 2022.  This decision has not been taken lightly and we understand this 
will delay some of our committees' plans.  However, we feel that the need for a full face to face meet-
ing to deal with matters in detail will be more God honouring and beneficial to the work in our de-
nomination.  The precise dates and details will be advised later. 
  
The SIC will be in communication with Report Conveners, Delegates, and others to deal with any mat-
ters that cannot be delayed until Synod 2022. 
  
Also.  For information.  Report 18 from the SIC and an Addendum to report 10 (SIW) has been added 
to the list of reports and is available here:  https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1mUJZpYk8mbRvyHSEnxvfje_l05smGYIx?usp=sharing 
  
Kind regards, 
  
Philip Schouten 
 On behalf of the SIC 



To register for, or for more information on the RTC Preaching Conference (22-23 September 2021), 
please click the following link: 

https://mailchi.mp/1c4dde691639/preaching-conference-test-4942334?e=697a3db4e7 



THANK YOU! 
 
Thank you to Jack Organtzoglou who has faithfully served as an 
elder in this church over the last 3 years. Jack has now finished his 
term as elder and had stepped down from the role. Session want 
to thank him for his input and service over the last several years. 
The last two have certainly not been normal, what with the pan-
demic and everything that has happened as a result, but Jack has 
faithfully served the church through it all. We want to thank him 
and wish him well during the next season of rest. We thank the 
Lord for his service! 

Session meeting on Tuesday, 14th September 
 
The Session meeting of the church elders is held on the second Tuesday each month, starting around 7.45pm to 
8.00pm (it follows on from the pastoral care meeting).  Any WPCRC member is welcome to attend Session as an 
observer, or to raise a relevant proposal advised at least one week in advance so it can be included on the 
agenda for the meeting.  If you would like to attend, please email session@wpcrc.org.au to be advised whether 
the meeting is in person or on Zoom and, if the latter, the Zoom link. 

Summary of August Session Meeting 
 
This is a very brief summary of discussions at Session.  If you would like any additional information on any topic, 
please feel very welcome to discuss with any of the elders.  Actually, just for this August meeting: Neil, Martin, 
Peter or Chris. 
 
 Election of 2 new elders is to be arranged.  Jack Organtzoglou has completed a 3 year term and doesn’t wish 
to continue.  Lourens Geldenhuys has served for 5 years, including as treasurer, and wishes to take a break at the 
end of this year.  
 Pastor Chris’ workload was reviewed at length.  Chris has kept a detailed breakdown of his activities and their 
duration.  He averages 54 hours per week, including 50% of Saturdays each month.  Chris now has to take on ad-
ditional time with the youth program, parents’ session and intern developments.  Strategies to handle the issue 
were discussed and are being worked on. 
 The youth program proposal was supported and has since been notified to the congregation. 
 Feedback was received from the Deacons’ meeting.  One elder is attending each Deacons’ meeting to help 
the teams work together well.  For continuity, it was considered that it would be better if it’s the same elder, at 
least for a number of months in a row.  Chris will attend first, which will help while the various roles and func-
tions are settling in. 
 New Childsafe requirements have come into law in Victoria.  Session believes that Lynette has this covered as 
always, but we’ll explore if there is any more that needs to be done. 
 Discussion about the Flores coffeeshop are ongoing. 
 WPCRC will take part in the NCLS Church Life Survey in October. 
 Interns are now being supported by Chris, following Tim’s departure. 
 Budget formulation is in progress.  Annual financial statement have been finalized.  They will be subject to a 
full audit this year.  (Legislation requires a full audit at least every 3 years, and a lighter independent review on 
the intervening years.) 
 
Upcoming second collections are to be included in newsletter. 



The Bible urges us to GO. We believe God has guided our paths to “ ... go and make disciples of all 
nations, ...” Matt. 28:19. Of course, we cannot do that. Only God can change the heart of sinners to-
wards him.  
 
He calls us to be prayerfully and dependently engaged in reaching out to those who are perishing. 
G.O.S.P.E.L. seek to do that one nation at a time through a partnership model where believers work 
together to reach out.  

G.O.S.P.E.L. seeks be engaged in Global Mission because we know: 
Jesus must be great among the nations! God is all glorious. He is good and gracious! We seek to 
glorify God through the preaching of the Gospel of grace and the establishment of Biblical churches 
amongst unreached people groups in the World. Our desire to see him glorified. 
 
Jesus is returning to gather his church from the whole world! We know there are yet so many peo-
ples who are unreached. We have placed our focus on just one of the largest tribal groups in all of 
India – is the Bhil tribe. While there is time, we aim to continue to spread the good news. The time is 
short and the opportunity is still there. 

2ND OFFERING THIS MORNING WILL GO TOWARDS THE WORK OF 



PLANS FOR YOUTH MINISTRY 

Dear Church Family, 

We are very excited to share our plans for youth ministry with you. As you may know, with Tim’s departure to 
do his Vicariate, we have taken the opportunity to re-evaluate how our youth and children’s ministry pro-
grammes run. We have been very thankful for the input a number of you gave during our recent community 
consultation, and we have worked through the feedback with key leaders from both the existing Ignite youth 
group and our GEMS group. We are so thankful to have been able to get all this input in order to help us 
shape this vital ministry going forward. In this letter I would like to outline the key findings from your feedback, 
their implications, and then explain how this shapes the way forward. I realise that this makes for a lengthier 
than normal letter, but since this is so vital to our church, I think it is worthwhile taking the time to share this at 
length. 

The feedback 
In working through the feedback from both the congregation and from the leaders, we identified a number of 
themes that helped shape our discussions. 

1) Some of our existing programs had only a few children but relatively large num-
ber of leaders. 
Many of our existing programs have 3-5 children/youth that attend. Due to childsafe reasons each program 
has to have at least 2 leaders and at least 2 children to run. Most of our programs have at least 3 leaders and 
sometimes only 1 child might attend a program. This means that there have been several instances where we 
have had to cancel events last minute simply because of our child safety requirements. This, along with COVID 
restrictions, has made it very difficult to achieve any kind of consistent momentum. Additionally, on a purely 
practical level, it feels much nicer for a young person to join a group of 5 or 10 other young people, than it 
does to be one of only 2. There is a critical mass of numbers needed to make youth group “feel” like something 
worth investing in. 

2) Parents wanted and needed something to support them in discipling their own 
children well. 
Many of the comments we received were that parents wanted something to support them in discipling their 
own children. We were very encouraged that parents were actively looking for ways to nurture their own chil-
dren’s faith as this is exactly what Scripture teaches! We also recognise that because of the unique geographic 
spread of our church members, it is often quite difficult for parents to drop off their children at youth pro-
grammes, and then drive home. This makes it difficult for some parents to commit to youth group events and 
has led other parents to sit in their cars, in the dark, while youth events are on. Clearly neither of these options 
are ideal.   

3) A desire to better integrate our existing programs into a cohesive program. 
We have significant overlap in a few of our youth programs, and untapped opportunities in others. Our existing 
Senior Sunday School curriculum overlaps considerably with the kinds of topics and material that is dealt with 
in both the GEMS and Youth Group programs. At the same time our Senior Sunday School program currently   



runs 30 mins before church, but this timeslot does not allow for our teachers to deal with the topics in any 
great depth. Our GEMS program has been incredibly effective at reaching out to our local community, but thus 
far we haven’t had many opportunities to integrate those community kids with the rest of our youth. We also 
don’t currently have anything for primary aged boys in our church. 

4) A desire to produce concrete discipleship-based outcomes in our programs. 
We also realised as leaders that we don’t have specific discipleship-based outcomes as goals for youth minis-
try. As leaders we mapped out the “Christian Skills” and outcomes we would want out youth and children to 
have before they start primary school, by the time finish primary school, and by the time they finish high 
school. This gave us good markers to help us tweak our junior Sunday school program, and will serve as a 
guiding principle for designing our senior Sunday school and youth program. In case you were wondering, 
here are the skills we would ideally like to see in our young people. 

The way forward 
Taking all the discussions above together, we believe that the following is a good way forward: 

Junior Sunday School: 
In essence we are going to keep the Junior Sunday School as is. We may tweak a few minor things here and 
there, to give the children more opportunities to learn and practice the skills mentioned above, but by and 
large, we will be leaving the Junior Sunday School as is. 

  3-4 year old End of Primary School End of High School 

Bible Listen to a bible story 
Read the Bible with par-
ents help if needed 

Read and Interpret Bible 
Well Individually 

Prayer 
Say a simple prayer with 
mum/dad 

Pray in a group 
Confidence to pray in a 
small group 

Theology 
God made the world, 
them, and loves them, in-
tro to cross and sin 

Articulate The Gospel well 
Articulate Reformed Doc-
trine in brief 

Ministry service 

Offering at Sunday school 
at least, encouraged to 
grab food for deacon 
work, simple tasks in 
church life 

Keen to serve and active 
in a helping others 

Actively serving in a min-
istry somewhere 

Evangelism 
Invite to Sunday School 
Concert 

Share faith to younger 
ones/rest of Sunday 
school 

Capable of sharing their 
faith 

Gifiting 
Taught about Fruit of the 
spirit 

Early Spiritual Gifts analy-
sis 

Understanding of their 
own spiritual gifts 

Worldview 
Singing Bible Songs about 
God's rule 

Intermediate Worldview 
Understanding 

Articulate Christian 
Worldview/Critically think 
through issues in a Chris-
tian way 



Launch a new Friday Night Program for Parents and Youth 
Given the significant overlaps in material we thought that it would be best to combine the GEMS, Senior Sun-
day School and Youth programs into a single, cohesive, Friday night program. This will allow us to run the pro-
gram with fewer leaders, deliver a better and more in-depth teaching time that is more closely aligned with the 
outcomes listed below, and help us capitalise on the existing community connections we have. 

 This program will be a normal youth group program, with two distinct differences. The Friday Night program 
will include both primary and secondary aged children, and their parents. As part of this program, we will be 
launching a parent’s growth group that runs at the same time as the youth group. As part of this group, we will 
work through various Christian parenting workshops and bible studies together, as well as just being a place of 
fun and fellowship for the parents. We also aim to share a meal together each Friday night with everyone who 
attends. The exact mechanics of how this would work is still being fleshed out, but it is likely to either take the 
shape of a potluck, or some sort of roster. 

It is envisaged that each evening would look something like this:  

 

 

 

 

Timeline 
Obviously, this is a relatively new concept for our church, and we do have some training and planning to do 
before we roll this out. We will begin this new program at the start of Term 4 Lord Willing, and Covid Permit-
ting. It is likely that we will need to tweak a few things here and there, so we will be keen to hear your feedback 
throughout term 4, so that we can adjust things for 2022. Exact dates will be confirmed. 

What do you need to do? 
1: We want to ask you to pray for this program. Our aim, is to disciple our children well as a church. We recognise 
that God has put families at the centre of his discipleship plan, so we want to embrace that. Please pray that 
this program will help both our young people and their parents grow. 

2: If you want to be a volunteer or a leader in this program please contact me directly (pastor@wpcrc.org.au or 
0423 889 913). 

3: Keep an eye out for further information as we work through the finer details. 

4: Give your feedback. Obviously we have not yet finalised all the details and we are keen to hear your input. If 
you would like to talk about any aspect of this, either contact me directly or send me an email. 

5: If you have questions: please let me know. I would love to talk to you about this more! 

 I look forward to seeing what God does with this! 

Blessings,   Pastor Chris 

7:30pm Arrive with Dinner to share (parents and children/youth share together) 

8:00pm Parents group begins 
Devotion then break off into age 

and gender specific groups 

Volunteers clean 
up after dinner 

then join groups 

9:00pm Games time, parents encouraged to join but optional 

9:30pm Home time. 



PRAYER POINTS 

Faith and prayer are the vitamins of the soul; man cannot live in health without them. - Mahalia Jackson.  

As we go into the coming week let us daily pray; 
 
That we will not be consumed by the cares of this world chasing after things that can’t endure but that we will seek to 
do the will of our Lord and Master putting him first in all things at all times. 
  
“Don’t work for the food that perishes but for the food that lasts for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you, be-
cause God the Father has set His seal of approval on Him.” (John 6:27 HCSB) 
  
Give praise and thanks to God for the life, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ through whom we have eter-
nal life. 
  
Please pray for Maria Knol who has been suffering from debilitating headaches, pray that the Lord will grant her relief. 
  
Please pray for Chris and Sarah Pretorius that they will be encouraged in their work within our church. Pray that the 
Lord will grant Chris wisdom, strength, courage and peace as he leads us during this difficult time. 
  
Please pray for Johanna Rademan, Ina de Graaf, Eveline van Dortland and others on their own dealing with isolation 
and age related illnesses. Pray that they will not be lonely but that God will be their comfort. 
  
Please continue to pray for Thinus du Plessis that he will be given strength to be able to do the things he would like to 
do, pray that the Lord will be his close companion.  
  
Please pray for our nation that the current situation with covid will cause many to be open to the Gospel so that they 
may be saved from eternal condemnation. 
  
Pray for our governments as they have a difficult task in trying to do what is best for our nation and our state under the 
current conditions. 
Please pray for our brothers and sisters In Myanmar. The entire population of Taal village in Chin State was forced to 
flee after soldiers ransacked homes, killed animals and destroyed valuables during a series of raids in the largely Chris-
tian region. During these raids the Tatmadaw (Myanmar military) soldiers occupied a church in Taal, near the town of 
Falam, throwing away Bibles and hymn books as well as leaving the building full of rubbish. In Chat village, near the 
town of Mindat, the soldiers attacked two churches, destroying Bibles and damaging equipment including an energy 
generator. Clothes and books scattered after the Tatmadaw raid on the village of Taal [Image credit: The Chin Journal]  

On 20 July about 90 soldiers entered Taal, stealing or destroying valuables in 21 of the village’s 36 houses. The soldiers 
also threw residents’ possessions, including Christian books, out of windows and on to floors. Taal’s population of 
around 160 people fled into the surrounding forests and hills, returning later once the troops had left. In a second raid, 
which began on 9 August, about 150 troops ransacked the remaining houses in Taal, beating two men aged 43 and 22, 
destroying more property and killing livestock. A local church leader said that when the soldiers came “all the villagers 
fled into the mountains and forests. [The soldiers] entered the village, ransacked the houses, and killed all the poultry 
and pigs.” Taal’s residents have since remained in hiding, with many sheltering in the town of Falam. 
Villagers lost 380 chickens and eight pigs, as well as furniture, household appliances and blankets, with total losses val-
ued at almost 30 million kyat (£13,000; $18,000; €15,000). These figures came from the Institute of Chin Affairs, an In-
dia-based group of ethnic Chin people, which has called for an end to the Tatmadaw's acts against international hu-
manitarian and human rights law. At least 108 ethnic Chin people have been killed by the Tatmadaw since the February 
coup, according to the Institute, rising from an estimated 81 in August. 

The Chin population of Myanmar is thought to be at least 90% Christian. The Tatmadaw has for many years persecuted 
the Christian-majority Chin, Kachin, and Karen ethnic groups as well as the Muslim-majority Rohin-
gya.                Barnabas Fund 



 Wednesday Nights (Online) 
Contact: Tim Gray 

timothygray000@gmail.com 
0448 660 291 

  
Wednesday Nights (Online) 

Contact: Chris Pretorius 
pastor@wpcrc.org.au 

0423 889 913 
  

Thursday Mornings (In person) 
Contact: Wendy Harrison 

wendy@tagroofing.com.au 
0407 801 630 

GROWTH GROUPS 

We have a number of growth groups in our church, please contact the person listed below to 
connect to one.   We have a few specific groups (noted below) as well as some general groups. 

Sunday afternoons (Afrikaans in person) 
Contact: Lourens Geldenhuys 

insightabs@bigpond.com 
0409 990 398 

  
Monday Nights (currently online) 

Contact Peter Williams 
pw4@live.com.au 

0431 500 006 
  

Wednesday Nights 
(Young Adults, hybrid in person and online) 

Contact: Kasha Schubert 
kasha.schubert@hotmail.com 

0450 012 177 
  

Wednesday Nights (In person) 
Contact: Lynette Pretorius 

pretorius.lynette@gmail.com 
0423 889 912 

PASTORAL CARE TEAM 
Most of our pastoral care takes place within our growth groups, but we also have a dedicated pastoral 
care team to supplement this. If you would like to be visited, please feel free to contact any of our pas-
toral care team  

Peter Williams  
0431 500 006 

 

Lourens Geldenhuys 
0409 990 398 

 

Jack Organtzoglou  
0403 377 559 

 

Martin Van der Merwe 
0458 908 148  

 

Harry Berends 
0421 302 418  

 

Neil Bester 
0429 569 149 

Kasha Schubert  
0450 012 177 

 

Lynette Pretorius 
0423 889 912 

 

Michelle Organtzoglou  
0488 777 517 

 

Joy Van Veen 
0409 199 840 

 

Ina Du Plessis 
0425 833 596 



CONNECT WITH US 

 
 

Newsletter Editors 
newsletter@wpcrc.org.au 

Enè Crous 
0450 211 133 

 
Gina Herft 

0411 694 316  
 

Treasurer 
Nelleke Arnold 

treasurer@wpcrc.org.au 
0448 469 569 

 
Child Safe Coordinator 

Lynette Pretorius 
0423 889 912 

 
 

 

Prayer Ministry 
prayer@wpcrc.org.au  

Herman Linde 
0411 069 808 

 
Music Ministry 
Mia Van Wyk 
0420 817 800 

 
Sunday School Coordinator 

Nicky Bester 
0439 084 987 

 
Audio Visual 

Cassie Van Veen 
0499 230 872 

 
Crèche ministry 

Abigail Remminga 
0497 370 820 

 
GEMS  

(primary aged girls group) 
Lynette Pretorius 

0423 889 912 
 

Kids Hope Coordinator 
Enè Crous 

0450 211 133 
 

CAP Money Course 
Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 
Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 14 
 

Pastor 
Chris Pretorius 
0423 889 913 

pastor@wpcrc.org.au 
 

Youth Pastor 
Tim Gray 

0448 660 291 
youth@wpcrc.org.au 

 

Chairman and Worship Services 
Peter Williams  
0431 500 006 

 

Finance 
Lourens Geldenhuys 

0409 990 398 
 

Growth Groups 
 
 

Martin Van der Merwe 
0458 908 148  

 

Harry Berends 
0421 302 418  

 

Neil Bester 
0429 569 149 

KEY CONTACT DETAILS 

ELDERS DEACONS MINISTRY LEADERS 

ADMINISTRATION 

Joy Van Veen 
0409 199 840 

 
Sandra Stork 
0418 592 206  

 
Lizet Kritzinger  
0405 762 190  

 
Dale Reed  

0412 216 300  
 
 

If you would like someone from church to connect with you, please fill in this page, tear it off and put it in the 
offering bag.  

Your name:         Contact number: 

Contact email: 

Notes: 

ADMINISTRATION 

Session Clerk & Church  
Administrator  

Currently vacant 
clerk@wpcrc.org.au   

admin@wpcrc.org.au 


