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O
VERVIEW

For this is a sign between 
me and you throughout 
your generations, that you 
may know that I, the Lord, 
sanctify you.
-Exodus 31:13



The term “Appointed Times”refers to the Biblical festivals celebrated in the 
spring and fall season of the Jewish Calendar year. 

T H E  
A P P O I N T E D  
T I M E S
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JESUS IS OUR CREATOR AND REST

The Appo�ted Tim�

Yahweh’s eternal purpose is to reveal the greatness of His glory and He has chosen to do this 
through the ministry of His Son (Psalm 72:19; John 14:8,9; Hebrews 1:3). The fruit of this glorious 
purpose is that all who love and trust in the person and ministry of the Messiah will be saved from 
eternal condemnation, the power of sin, and ultimately live forever in God’s presence. Jesus is God’s 
way of showing the world how wonderful He is and how He longs to bless humanity with
abundant, eternal life. There are seven major aspects of the Messiah’s ministry—past, present, and 
future—that are also the seven main themes of the Bible.

We are called to live with the ever-present awareness that He is our Creator, and to rest in His free 
grace knowing we can do nothing to earn it (Psalm 23:1-6; Ephesians 2:8,9, Hebrews 4:1-11).

JESUS IS OUR REDEMPTION

JESUS IS OUR RESURRECTION

JESUS IS OUR POWER AND LIFE

The one who received the penalty of sin upon Himself, and gave His righteousness to us (Romans 
3:20-31; II Corinthians 5:18-21). He provided forgiveness of sins, satisfying the justice of God, and 
becoming the embodiment of God’s love and mercy. 

He is the first to be resurrected from the dead, and in submitting Himself to the Father’s will, His 
resurrection is the promise of our resurrection (John 11:25).

His ministry provided the way for God’s glory to be revealed on earth through the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-39). The presence of God brings life, revival, and power to His people because His 
glory is revealed by the Spirit.

JESUS IS OUR COMING KING AND REDEEMER
We will be resurrected and transformed, meet Him in the air, and be gathered to Him for all eternity. 
There will come a day when “this mortal must put on immortality” (I Corinthians 5:51-58).

JESUS WILL REIGN
Jesus will reign in the future over all the earth. In that day, the nations will repent and accept His King-
ship. He is the King to whom the world will bow and the Judge to whom the world will give account 
(Psalm 149:1-9; Isaiah 2:1-4; Philippians 2:9-11).

JESUS IS THE ONE THROUGH WHOM WE WILL DWELL FOREVER
We will be forever in the presence of the Father because of the ministry of Christ as our Mediator (Psalm 
17:15; Isaiah 35:10; I Thessalonians 4:13-18; Revelation 21:1-7). 

AN OVERVIEW



These seven realities of Jesus’ ministry are 
imbedded in the historical, spiritual, liturgical, 
and prophetic imagery of the Biblical Holidays. 
The Holidays are days of worship ordained by 
God for His people so they would perpetually 
remember His promises and salvation through 
the Messiah. They were referred to as Appoint-
ed Times or Feasts (Leviticus 23). The Holidays, 
together, created a yearly calendar by which 
God’s people remember and anticipate His 
salvation, provision, and freedom.

At each of the celebrations, Israel could expect 
God to reveal Himself in ways consistent with 
the theme of the celebration, and God expect-
ed His people to consecrate their lives to Him 
in faith by dedicating their time to meet with 
Him. God has a calendar. There are certain 
fixed times in the year where God comes to 
meet with his people in a unique way. Because 
these days are called the appointed times, 
God is asking his people to meet with him in a 
special, consecrated time set apart from all 
other times.  Another name for these days was 
“Feast”; a concept similar to our idea of festival.  

First is the Spring Holidays. In Passover, Jesus, 
the Passover Lamb, frees us from the condem-
nation and slavery of sin through His death on 
the Cross. In Unleavened Bread, Jesus, the 
Broken Bread, calls us into a life of holiness 
everyday, free from the bondage of sin. In First 
Fruits, the day Jesus was raised from the dead, 
we are given the unshakeable hope that the 
Messiah’s resurrection is the guarantee we will 
one day be resurrected. In Pentecost, we are 
given the power of the Word and Spirit so we 
have the necessary resources to live as Jesus’ 
sons and daughters. We rejoice in His eternal 
and perfect salvation. 

Then, there are the Fall Holidays. In Trumpets, 
we look forward to the day when we will rise
into the heavens and meet our returning King, 
Jesus. In the Day of Atonement, we will meet 

  

the Just Judge and therefore, our daily lives 
are ordered around the reality that Jesus has 
both the right and might to act as our Judge.  
We submit ourselves to His character and 
Word. Finally, in Tabernacles, we look forward 
to dwelling eternally with Jesus, and on that 
basis, we give ourselves to dwell continually 
in His presence in each moment.

There are four major aspects important to 
understand in examining the Biblical 
Holidays: historical and spiritual; messianic; 
sanctification; and cyclical worship.

The first major aspect of the Holidays is their 
historical, cultural, and spiritual significance 
from the time of Moses to the Messiah. 
The Holidays are rooted and flow from God’s 
providential history in and through His 
people, Israel. Their freedom in the Exodus, 
journey to Sinai, wandering in the wilderness, 
and arrival in the Promised Land are the 
backdrop of the Feasts. Each is a direct or 
indirect remembrance of God’s salvation in 
history, designed to remind us of His 
character and promises.

The second major aspect of the Biblical 
Holidays is the prophetic revelation of the 
person and ministry of the Messiah in His first 
and second comings. Notice the connection 
between Jesus’ministry, past, present, and 
future, and the themes of the 
Biblical Holidays.

The third major aspect of the Biblical Holidays 
is God’s eternal purpose to bring glory to 
Himself by restoring us to our original identity 
and destiny. The Feasts provide us with a 
roadmap by which this happens.
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The fourth major aspect of the Biblical Holidays 
is God’s intention to shape His people through 
the weekly and annual worship cycle. 

In them, God established a calendar by which
we would be reminded of His eternal salvation. 
Each Holiday by itself is meaningful, but in 
relationship to the others, they form a complete 
picture of God’s redemption in the Messiah.  

God has created a cycle of worship and 
remembrance that keeps before us the beauty 
of His grace in Jesus. In this yearly cycle of 
worship, we can see individually and collectively 
we are: bought through blood (Passover); called 
to live sanctified lives (Unleavened Bread); 
promised resurrection through Jesus’ 
resurrection (First Fruits); empowered by the 
Word and Spirit (Pentecost); will be raised at 
Jesus’return (Trumpets); will stand before and 
with Jesus in His judgment (Day of Atonement); 
and will dwell forever in God’s 
presence (Tabernacles). 

We have been adopted into Abraham’s family, 
given a new identity, and have become 
inheritors of God’s promises and blessing. He 
longs to meet with us to reveal His beauty and 
salvation during His appointed times. He invites 
us by His sovereign wisdom and authority to 
consecrate our time and attention to celebrate 
the Holidays so we can see and rejoice in His 
eternal and perfect salvation. 

 
As Jesus is our Creator, Redeemer, Provision, 
and Rest, so the weekly Sabbath is a reminder of 
His ministry to us in these capacities. This day is 
set apart from all other days to meet with God, 
and worship him, just as he set apart the day 
when he stop his work that he had done in 
creation. 

As Jesus died for us and shed His blood so we 
could be free, so Passover and Unleavened 
Bread remind us He is our substitute and died 
so we could be freed from the power of sin. 

As Jesus was raised from the dead, First Fruits is 
the celebration remembering His resurrection 
as the promise of our resurrection at His second 
coming.

As Jesus’ ascension to heaven opened the door 
for the Holy Spirit to be given to us, Weeks, or 
Pentecost, commemorates the giving of God’s 
Word and Spirit to His people through the 
Messiah’s ascension to heaven.

The celebration of Trumpets brings us to our 
knees before the throne of God as the Trumpet 
sounds and the King returns. This is a day when 
we anticipate the return of the King of the 
universe. 

As Jesus passed into the heavens to become 
our High Priest, the Day of Atonement 
anticipates the day when we will stand before 
His judgment seat to submit to His eternal and 
wise judgment.

As we will live with Jesus in unhindered glory 
someday, Tabernacles is the celebration that 
anticipates this eternal day when we will never 
again be separated from our Savior for all 
eternity.

THE WEEKLY SABBATH

PASSOVER/UNLEAVENED BREAD

PENTECOST/WEEKS

TRUMPETS

DAY OF ATONEMENT

TABERNACLES
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For we must all appear 
before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each of us 
may receive what is due us 
for the things done while in 
the body, whether good or 
bad.
- 2 Corinthians 5:10



The season of forty days before the holidays is a time of counting and 
prayer in preparation for the holidays. 

T H E  
F O R T Y
D AY S

8



RESPONSE: Read and study the Fall Holidays Guide as a family through 
the passages in Lectio Divina. Discuss the questions that arise as a family 
as you read the Lectio Divina.

PRACTICAL: Register for the Fall Holidays Forum so you can practically 
learn how the Fall Holidays bring meaning to your life. 

Engag� the Holiday

SIX WEEKS OF PREPARATION 
Week One

LECTIO DIVINA -  MEDITATING ON THE BIBLE 

Choose a passage: Psalm 23:1-6, Ephesians 2:8,9, or Hebrews 4:1-11.
 
After you choose your text, sit for one minute in silence with your hands 
in your lap turned upward as a gesture to receive what the Father has for 
you today. Be fully present with Jesus.

Read the passage aloud. Read slowly. Don’t analyze, just read. Look for a 
phrase that sticks out. Sit in silence and think about the phrase that stuck 
out to you. 

Meditate as you read the passage aloud a second time. Notice your 
internal feeling about it, then say the word aloud that captured the feel-
ing. Be present. 

Pray through the passage as you read it again. Connect the word that 
stuck out to ysomething happening in your life: a victory, a relationship, 
an opportunity, a struggle. Sit in sience and respond to Jesus in prayer. 

Respond to God as you read it slowly a fourth time. Receive God’s grace 
to respond faithfully to his leading in your life today. 



RESPONSE: Meditate on this: Repentance starts when we realize we are 
desperate sinners whose sin touches nearly everything we do. True 
repentance is surrender to God. It’s a turning from self and selfish desires 
into a trust and love of God and an obedience to God and what pleases 
Him. It is a change of heart and mind that results in a change of action.

PRACTICAL: Pray and ask the Lord to show you what He would have you 
to turn from and respond by preparing a personal symbol of repentance 
(See page 15). Bring your emblem to the Trumpets service.

P�s�al Repentan�

SIX WEEKS OF PREPARATION 
Week Two

LECTIO DIVINA -  MEDITATING ON THE BIBLE 

Choose a passage: 
Romans 3:20-31, 2 Corinthians 5:18-21, Romans 6:1-23.

 
After you choose your text, sit for one minute in silence with your hands 
in your lap turned upward as a gesture to receive what the Father has for 
you today. Be fully present with Jesus.

Read the passage aloud. Read slowly. Don’t analyze, just read. Look for a 
phrase that sticks out. Sit in silence and think about the phrase that stuck 
out to you. 

Meditate as you read the passage aloud a second time. Notice your 
internal feeling about it, then say the word aloud that captured the feel-
ing. Be present. 

Pray through the passage as you read it again. Connect the word that 
stuck out to ysomething happening in your life: a victory, a relationship, 
an opportunity, a struggle. Sit in sience and respond to Jesus in prayer. 

Respond to God as you read it slowly a fourth time. Receive God’s grace 
to respond faithfully to his leading in your life today. 



RESPONSE: Meditate on the Fall Holidays passage as a family. Pray 
through the Psalms.

PRACTICAL: Pray and ask the Lord to show you what He wants your family
to turn from. Respond to God by preparing a family symbol of repen-
tance. (See page 15). Bring your emblem to the Trumpets.
corporate service. 

Family Repentan�

SIX WEEKS OF PREPARATION 
Week Three

LISTENING IN THE PSALMS

Choose a Psalm to meditate on. Sit for one minute in silence with your 
hands in your lap turned upwards as a gesture to receive what the Father 

has for you today. Be fully present with Jesus. 
 
Read through the Psalm slowly, audibly. Don’t analyze. Just read. Sit 
quietly in God’s presence and listen. What is the one area of your life you 
need to bring to Jesus today? Write it down.

Read the Psalm again. As you read ask, “who is God in this Psalm? What 
titles are used? What imagery and metaphors?” Listen for the one way 
God is revealed to you.Sit and contemplate “Who does God want to be 
to me today?” 

Read the Psalm again. As you read ask, “How does God respond in this 
Psalm? What does he do? How does he do it? Based on the Psalm, how 
might God respond to you in the area of your life you are bringing to him 
today?

Read the Psalm one last time. As you read ask, “How does want me to 
respond to who he is and what he is doing? Sit quietly in his presence 
and listen to what he wants to do in the area of your life you brought to 
him. Then go and do. 



RESPONSE: Who am I not at peace with? Who have I wounded and need 
forgiveness from? Who do I believe has wounded me that I need to 
communicate with?

PRACTICAL: Read through the below passages, then pray and listen. Ask 
theHoly Spirit for direction. Then go and share your offense with your 
brother andask for forgiveness for holding this over him.

Rec�cile �th oth�s

SIX WEEKS OF PREPARATION 
Week Four

LECTIO DIVINA -  MEDITATING ON THE BIBLE 

Choose a passage: Phil. 2:3-11, Matt. 5, Matthew 18. 
 
After you choose your text, sit for one minute in silence with your hands 
in your lap turned upward as a gesture to receive what the Father has for 
you today. Be fully present with Jesus.

Read the passage aloud. Read slowly. Don’t analyze, just read. Look for a 
phrase that sticks out. Sit in silence and think about the phrase that stuck 
out to you. 

Meditate as you read the passage aloud a second time. Notice your 
internal feeling about it, then say the word aloud that captured the feel-
ing. Be present. 

Pray through the passage as you read it again. Connect the word that 
stuck out to ysomething happening in your life: a victory, a relationship, 
an opportunity, a struggle. Sit in sience and respond to Jesus in prayer. 

Respond to God as you read it slowly a fourth time. Receive God’s grace 
to respond faithfully to his leading in your life today. 



RESPONSE: Ask yourself what God willdo in your heart in this season. 
What old things will be left behind? What new thingsare you taking up? 
How are you preparing for the Sabbaths and celebrations?

PRACTICAL: Take the Sabbaths off. Plan ahead and take the Sabbaths off 
of work. Plan your family meals for the Sabbaths. Plan your Tabernacles 
family celebrations.  Ask yourself, “Who from my neighbors and 
relational networks should I invite?”

Prepare Your Heart

SIX WEEKS OF PREPARATION 
Week Five

LISTENING IN THE PSALMS

Choose a Psalm to meditate on. Sit for one minute in silence with your 
hands in your lap turned upwards as a gesture to receive what the Father 

has for you today. Be fully present with Jesus. 
 
Read through the Psalm slowly, audibly. Don’t analyze. Just read. Sit 
quietly in God’s presence and listen. What is the one area of your life you 
need to bring to Jesus today? Write it down.

Read the Psalm again. As you read ask, “who is God in this Psalm? What 
titles are used? What imagery and metaphors?” Listen for the one way 
God is revealed to you.Sit and contemplate “Who does God want to be 
to me today?” 

Read the Psalm again. As you read ask, “How does God respond in this 
Psalm? What does he do? How does he do it? Based on the Psalm, how 
might God respond to you in the area of your life you are bringing to him 
today?

Read the Psalm one last time. As you read ask, “How does want me to 
respond to who he is and what he is doing? Sit quietly in his presence 
and listen to what he wants to do in the area of your life you brought to 
him. Then go and do. 



RESPONSE: Explain to your family the purpose of a Sukkah (A temporary 
dwelling). Discuss what your family is learning about the temporary dwell-
ing and our own temporary dwelling on earth. 

PRACTICAL: Build a Sukkah with your family. Make sure the kids have a 
part to play in building the three-walled structure. Prepare for the holiday 
by shopping for food, planning out your parties and inviting people over. 

Build a Sukkah

SIX WEEKS OF PREPARATION 
Week Six

LECTIO DIVINA -  MEDITATING ON THE BIBLE 

Choose a passage: Psalm 23:1-6, Ephesians 2:8,9, or Hebrews 4: 1-11. 
.
After you choose your text, sit for one minute in silence with your hands 
in your lap turned upward as a gesture to receive what the Father has for 
you today. Be fully present with Jesus.

Read the passage aloud. Read slowly. Don’t analyze, just read. Look for a 
phrase that sticks out. Sit in silence and think about the phrase that stuck 
out to you. 

Meditate as you read the passage aloud a second time. Notice your 
internal feeling about it, then say the word aloud that captured the feel-
ing. Be present. 

Pray through the passage as you read it again. Connect the word that 
stuck out to ysomething happening in your life: a victory, a relationship, 
an opportunity, a struggle. Sit in sience and respond to Jesus in prayer. 

Respond to God as you read it slowly a fourth time. Receive God’s grace 
to respond faithfully to his leading in your life today. 



TR
U

M
PE

TS

With trumpets and the blast 
of the ram’s horn— shout for 
joy before the LORD, the 
King.
- Psalm 98:6



Trumpets (Yom Teruah in Hebrew, is literally the “Day for Blowing
 Trumpets”. Spiritually and symbolically, it calls us to repentance.

T H E  
F E A S T  O F
T R U M P E T S

16



The Feast of Trumpets

Historically, the Feast of Trumpets, also known as Yom Teruah in Hebrew, was celebrated by 
the people of Israel on the first day of the seventh month of the Biblical calendar year. It is 
one of seven days appointed by God as a yearly Sabbath, or a day of rest and celebration. 
Interestingly, this holiday has no official name other than the “Day for Blowing Trumpets”, or 
Yon Teruah in Hebrew. The central theme of this day is the idea of teshuvah or returning to 
God. As such, it is important to understand what the blowing of the shofar, or trumpet, was 
used for.

//  To warn of impending danger, war,  

(Joel 2:1, 15; Amos 3:6).

//  To rouse people to repentance, in 

hope of awakening them to forsake evil 

ways and return to God.

//  To coronate a new king of Israel, and 

in the case of Feast of Trumpets, to 

coronate our reigning King Jesus 

(Philippians 2:9-11), who will be accom-

panied by the sound of trumpets upon 

His return (Zechariah 9:14)

//  To signify the beginning of a new 

month.

//  To remember or hold a memorial 

day, especially Trumpets (Leviticus 

23:24).

//  To signify the beginning of a Jubilee 

year, or year of rest (Leviticus 25:9) To 

signify when the ultimate Jubilee of 

eternity will be granted at the last and 

final trumpet when Jesus returns to 

take us home.

//  To gather all of God’s people (Num-

bers 10).

USES OF THE TRUMPET

AN OVERVIEW

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE



While the Feast of Trumpets is more solemn than the other Feasts, it is particularly a 
day to remember the mercy of Jesus. Jesus calls us to repentance and gives us time to 
prepare for judgement. He warns us with the shofar that His judgement is coming to 
those who do not repent and that His mercy awaits those who turn and respond to His 
call.

The Feast of Trumpets is a day to remember that Jesus is King, that He is returning to 
resurrect us to Him, and that just judgement is coming. Jesus is revealed and coronat-
ed as our eternal king and messiah through the blowing of the shofar. His sovereign 
rule will be given to Him, and we will see Him enthroned as the King of kings (Isaiah 
9:6,7). As His kingdom is established, Jesus’ people will be resurrected and trans-
formed, meet Jesus in the air, and be gathered to Him for all eternity (1 Corinthians 
15:52). This resurrection of God’s people will not only include those who have faith in 
Jesus the Messiah, but also those from Abraham’s natural family who will finally see 
their promised Messiah. 

Lastly, the Feast of Trumpets announces that judgement is coming on the Day of 
Atonement. A series of one hundred trumpet blasts are sounded to announce that the 
eternal court is in session. The trumpets herald God as the all-seeing, all-knowing 
judge of the Universe. From the Feast of Trumpets to the Day of Atonement, Jesus, our 
Just Judge, sits over the entire earth, preparing to enact His good and just judgment 
on everyone.

On the day of Trumpets we are called to repentance through corporate acts of worship, 
prayer, blowing of the shofar, and opportunities to respond to God’s call to repentance. 
The Feast of Trumpets also begins the “Ten Days of Awe” or “High Holy Days.” We 
respond to God’s grace for cleansing and repentance of sin in these days, preparing 
for the holiest of all of God’s holidays: The Day of Atonement. 

SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE

MESSIANIC: HOW JESUS IS REVEALED
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Within Judaism, a ceremony called tashlikh is performed each year on the Feast of 
Trumpets. Jewish people gather near a body of water and cast crumbs or small pebbles 
they have placed in their pockets. It’s a practical way to symbolize casting one’ sins away 
into the water of God’s forgiveness. This tradition appears to be taken from Micah 7:19, 
which says…   

He will again have compassion on us; he will tread 
our iniquities underfoot. You will cast all our sins

into the depths of the sea.  

At Twenty Six Eight, we love the idea of this tradition and have modified it for our 
community. Since the Feast of Trumpets is a time of repentance, we take time during this 
yearly service to respond to Godby offering Him a personal symbol of repentance.

The idea is this: choose an object of some sort that represents what you believe God 
wants you to turn from. We then bring this object to our Trumpets service and lay it before 
Him as a symbolic act of surrender and repentance. 

For instance, if God wants your time, you might bring your planner or a clock; if He wants 
you to give up certain foods, bring something that represents food; if He wants you to 
repent of debt, you might cut up your credit cards. Whatever you bring will be left at the 
front of the church and then thrown away as an act of faith.
  

The Feast of Trumpets is not only a celebration anticipating the coming King and His 
judgment, but is also designed by God to produce a lifestyle of repentance and prepara-
tion for the coming King. We are not to lose heart waiting for our Messiah (Matthew 
24:43-51). The living reality of Trumpets is that we are preparing ourselves for judgment 
every moment of every day. The question is, how am I preparing?

Repentance is a change of heart and mind that results in a change of action.  Repentance 
begins with an understanding that we are desperate sinners whose sin touches nearly 
everthing we do. Repentance is the recognition of sin’s effect on ourselves, on others, 
and on God. True repentance is a personal, unconditional surrender to God as Sovereign. 
It’s a turning from self and selfish desires with a call to conversion from the worship of 
self. Instead, we gain trust in God, a love for God, and an obedience.

SANCTIFICATION AND REPENTANCE

AN EMBLEM OF REPENTANCE
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Sunset on Monday, Sept. 6th to Tuesday Sept. 7th, 2021

The Feast of Trumpets
DATES AND DETAILS

HOLIDAY DATES

YEARLY SABBATH
This holiday is a yearly Sabbath, so take Tuesday, Sept. 7th off from work.  

EMBLEM OF REPENTANCE
Bring your emblem of repentance so you can leave it in the past.

BRING YOUR SHOFAR
There will be lots of opportunity to blow your shofar during the celebration.

WAYS I  WILL PREPARE
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Therefore, there is now no 
condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus, 
because through Christ 
Jesus the law of the Spirit 
who gives life has set you 
free from the law of sin and 
death.

- Romans 8:1-2



The Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur in Hebrew) is the most solemn 
assembly of the year and is a day of fasting and prayer.

T H E  
D AY  O F  
ATO N E M E N T
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The Day of At�ement

The Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur in Hebrew, is the most solemn assembly 
of the year. It is a day of fasting and prayer. The Day of Atonement bears three 
names: the Day of Atonement, the Day of Judgment, and the Sabbath of 
Sabbaths. It begins at sunset on the tenth day of the seventh month of the 
Biblical calendar and is the most holy day or Sabbath, of the year. It is a fast 
day, not a feast day. 

Historically, the Day of Atonement was the one day a year for Israel to seek 
sincere cleansing for both their personal and national sins. The Atonement 
Day rituals emphasize this central theme: the removal of Israel’s sins through 
confession and repentance. As such, it is the only day that God calls His 
people to afflict their souls (Leviticus 16:31, 23:27-32; Numbers 29:7). God 
commands the Israelites to walk in repentance, contrition, and sorrow on this 
day, so that by faith, they may receive cleansing from sin and restoration to 
their Father 
and King. 

To make atonement for the sins of Israel, a representative for the people, the 
High Priest, would bring a sin offering into the Tabernacle, or God’s dwelling 
place among the people. Specifically, the High Priest went all the way into the 
Tabernacle, into the Holy of Holies, into the divine throne room of God. Only 
on this day was He allowed to enter God’s presence, experience it for the 
people, and receive forgiveness for their sins (Hebrews 9:7). He alone could 
enter. It was a serious responsibility, one that, if not prepared for properly, 
could cost him his life and Israel’s national atonement. 

AN OVERVIEW

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE



For believers, however, it is not only a day of solemnity but also a day of 
rejoicing. We are solemn because we will stand before the Just Judge who 
holds our life in His hands. We rejoice because we are covered by the blood 
of the Lamb, Jesus, our Messiah and High Priest. It is a time to remember the 
price He paid for our sins and respond to His love and holiness with humility 
and repentance. On this day, we prepare for the coming year by dedicating 
our lives to walk in His Word and Spirit.

SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE

In this, God was considered the supreme and Just Judge in whose hands 
every human’s eternal destiny rested. Each year, every individual could 
receive forgiveness from God and know their sins were completely 
washed away. To do this, a sin offering was brought before the Lord in the 
form of two goats. The High Priest would bring these to the Altar and cast 
lots (what we might consider like flipping a coin) to see which goat would 
become the sacrificial goat, and which would become the scapegoat. With 
the blood of the sacrificial goat, the High Priest would enter the Holy of 
Holies to make atonement for Israel’s sins. Without blood, there would be no 
forgiveness. Afterwards, the High Priest would lay his hands on the head of 
the scapegoat, confess Israel’s sins, and then a man would carry the goat into 
the wilderness, never to be seen again. 
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Two important truths associated with the Day of Atonement can transform our daily life. 
First, because of Jesus we now have access to God’s presence by faith (Hebrews 
10:19-22). Second, it is eternally important we embrace the fact that we will one day stand 
before Jesus our Judge. 

We are to live daily with continual trust that His grace will empower us to live as He calls us 
to live. Before He left, Jesus taught that we are to live not only with the full assurance He is 
coming again, but that we will give account for our lives (Luke 12:45-48). 

SANCTIFICATION AND REPENTANCE

The imagery of this day points us to Jesus our Messiah. Just as the goat was offered for 
the sin of God’s people, so Jesus, the Son of God, was offered by His Father for the sins of 
the world (Hebrews 9:13-14). Through faith in His blood, we can be forgiven. His death 
transcends the rituals of the Day of Atonement and brings to us the living reality of God’s 
eternal forgiveness. 

Just as the High Priest entered God’s presence, Jesus, through His death and resurrection, 
was able to enter the heavenly Holy of Holies with His own blood. He appeared before the 
Father on behalf of His people (Hebrews 9:11-12). When Jesus died, the veil of the temple 
in Jerusalem was torn in two (Matt. 27:50-51). This event is important because it estab-
lished Jesus as our new High Priest and Lamb of God. No longer must there be an annual 
sacrifice for sin on our behalf; instead, He made payment for us. Jesus has entered heaven 
itself, the true Holy of Holies, where He intercedes, or steps in, for us.

This Day also reminds us Jesus is the Just Judge, before whose Throne we will all stand for 
judgement to receive rewards for how we responded to His offer of salvation. The eternal 
destiny of all rests in Jesus’ hands, who will return as our Judge and to whom we must 
give account (2 Corinthians 5:10). For those who love Him, it will be a day of joy and 
fulfillment, but for those who do not know Him, it will be a day of sorrow (Revelation 1:7). 
In the coming judgment, there is mercy and grace to those who trust Jesus for salvation. 

MESSIANIC: HOW JESUS IS REVEALED
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Sunset on Wednesday, Sept. 15th to Thursday Sept. 16th, 2021

The Day Of At�ement
DATES AND DETAILS

HOLIDAY DATES

YEARLY SABBATH
This holiday is a yearly Sabbath, so take Thursday, Sept. 16th off from work.  

FASTING
Fast from Sunday on the 15th through the 16th to help you enter into what 
the Lord has for you on this day. 

WAYS I  WILL PREPARE



Now on the first day you shall 
take for yourselves the foliage of 
beautiful trees, palm branches 
and boughs of leafy trees and 
willows of the brook, and you 
shall rejoice before the Lord 
your God for seven days.
- Leviticus 23:40

TA
BE

RN
AC

LE
S



The Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot) is an eight day celebration 
commemorating the wandering of Israel in the winderness. The holiday 
anticipates being with Jesus in constant celebration in eternity forever.   

T H E  
F E A S T  O F  
TA B E R N A C L E S
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The Feast of Tab�na��

The Feast of Tabernacles, or Sukkot in Hebrew, is a great time of rejoicing. It is 
an eight-day celebration in which God’s people were commanded to dwell in 
tents in remembrance of their ancestor’s journey through the desert after the 
Lord delivered them out of Egypt. The first and last days of this eight-day 
period are yearly Sabbaths, or days of rest, and the Israelites were to take 
these days off. The Feast of Tabernacles is by far the most festive and joyful 
celebrations of all the feasts.

Records share that four huge candelabra were constructed, lighted, and 
attended by young men throughout the festival to keep them burning. The 
candelabra were so large that they lit the entire city of Jerusalem. Distin-
guished men danced around them with torches in hand, singing hymns of 
praise, until daybreak. The last day of the Feast of Tabernacles is called the 
Day of the Great Hosanna. On this day, Priests would blow their trumpets 
while the people waved branches and sang the Great Hallel (Psalms 113-118).

The beauty of the Feast of Tabernacles comes not only from its historical, but 
also, spiritual significance. Historically, Tabernacles reminded the Israelites of 
how the Lord dwelt with them in the wilderness, even when they rejected and 
disobeyed Him. He lived in a tent (the Tabernacle) among them, protecting 
them in the desert and sheltering them as their eternal “sukhot”. This speaks to 
one of the many spiritual themes we find in the Feast of Tabernacles: 
protection or shelter. God alone can provide us with the spiritual and physical 
shelter we need (Psalm 91:1) and this is represented quite meaningfully in the 
Feast of Tabernacles.

AN OVERVIEW

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE



Other spiritual themes include that of harvest and water. During the Feast of 
Tabernacles, the Israelites would come to Jerusalem tocelebrate the year’s 
harvest and God’s gracious gifts to them from His abundant agricultural provi-
sion. Along with this theme of harvest, every year before the festival began, the 
Rabbis taught on every passage of scripture pertaining to water. Gold pitchers 
of water were brought from a holy pool called Siloam to the temple. The Priests 
poured the water out over the altar, reciting Isaiah 12:1-3, to signify Israel’s 
gratitude for the rain that produced the harvest and to pray for future rains. 
This was only performed during the Feast of Tabernacles to remind God of the 
need for rain and to remind the people of the coming Messiah and His prom-
ise to pour out His Holy Spirit.

MESSIANIC: HOW JESUS IS REVEALED

Jesus partially fulfilled this Feast when He was born 2,000 years ago. In an act 
of eternal humility, He left heaven and became man, born of a woman. Based 
on prophetic and historical information, Jesus’ birth can be logically placed 
during the Feast of Tabernacles. He took on the “tent” of 
humanity to redeem mankind: God became man and dwelt among us (John 
1:14). 

Jesus is also our tabernacle or dwelling place (John 14:14). Through the Holy 
Spirit, He leads us through the wilderness of this world as our perfect Protector 
and Guide.  Jesus is our living water and light (John 7:37,38; 8:12). One day, 
we will drink of the living water of heaven that flows from the Throne of God 
and be able to bask in the light of God (Revelation 22:1-5). It is fascinating that 
the imagery of Tabernacles—water and light—is the imagery of Revelation 21 
and 22, the picture of our eternal dwelling, or tabernacle, with the Messiah 
(Revelation 21:1-3). 

30



God gave three basic instructions to His people in association with the Feast of 
Tabernacles: build a tent/booth, rejoice, and celebrate the harvest. These three 
instructions remind us of the following for our own transformation:

//  Jesus is our dwelling place. During times of trial and temptation, we must 
have faith that when we run into His presence, we will find a tower of refuge and 
strength (Proverbs 18:10).

//  Live life in joy and celebration. We are the most blessed and fortunate people 
on the face of the earth. Trusting our Father brings contagious joy to one another 
and the lost.

//  The harvest is being prepared by the Messiah, and we are His field workers. 
The world is crying for a Savior, and Tabernacles is a reminder that we have the 
answer to their cry.

Along with the imagery of protection/shelter, water, and light, we see that of 
harvest. Our last commission from Jesus was to make disciples of all nations 
(Matthew 28:18-20). As Tabernacles is the celebration of harvest, it is also the call to 
remember the world is lost and dying, and in desperate need of the One who died 
for their sins.

During this feast, we celebrate Jesus and look forward to the time when we will 
dwell with Him forever. Jesus’ return is the fulfillment of the Feast of Tabernacles, 
when He will bring eternal rest for our planet and all its inhabitants. This feast day 
will be completely fulfilled when Jesus returns for His Bride and we celebrate with 
Him the wedding feast of the Lamb.

SANCTIFICATION AND TRANSFORMATION
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Sunset on Monday, Sept. 20th to Tuesday Sept. 28th, 2021

The Feast of Tab�na��
DATES AND DETAILS

HOLIDAY DATES

YEARLY SABBATH
This holiday has two yearly Sabbaths, so take Tuesday, Sept. 21st and 
Tuesday the 28th  off from work.  

BUILD AND DECORATE A SUKKAH
Build a three-walled structure with a covered roof to host friends and family 
and to enjoy the holiday season together.

WAYS I  WILL PREPARE

ORDER A LULAV
If you are feeling especially motivated, order a lulav from Israel for your 
Sukkah online. This can be used to decorate and for your liturgy time.  

PLAN YOUR PARTIES AND BUY GOOD FOOD
Plan your celebrations ahead of time, and invite those who are single or don’t 
have a family to celebrate with. Take the time to remind yourself of what 
eternity will be like by celebrating with good meals  and new foods. 



The textures and traditions of Tabernacles call us away from the pressures of 
daily life, beckoning us into God’s presence to enjoy Him. Liturgy is a written 
prayer that helps us engage in worship. You canuse liturgy each night of 
Tabernacles, gathering your family together to experience the beauty of 
Yahweh’s presence. 

Tradition is ritual with spiritual significance. Traditions help us find meaning 
through the structure ofideas, themes, and worship experiences. While 
traditionshould never contradict the instruction or principles of God’s Word, 
it is a helpful tool to learn how to engage God in new and old ways.

Engag� the Holiday

TABERNACLES DAILY 
Liturgy Guide

HOW TO USE LITURGY

Gather your family around: Dinner is always a great option. 
 

On each page is a short devotional and liturgy .

Light candles and appoint family members to read the liturgy aloud.  

Discuss the questions at the end of each page.



BACKGROUND - Tabernacles remembers Israel’s wandering in the desert, when they anticipat-
ed the rest of the Promised Land. The celebration is sandwiched between two yearly Sabbaths, 
teaching us that Yahweh wants us to experience rest in Tabernacles. Sabbaths reveal grace: 
because we must rest in the natural realm, we’re reminded salvation and blessing comes by 
grace, not works. So today God calls us to live day-by-day in the rest of His salvation (Hebrews 
4:1-16).

THE MESSIAH IN TABERNACLES - Jesus is rest to His people. Israel longed for the Land of Israel 
but thier longing pointed to 
someone else, the one who could give rest to every part of their soul. When we trust in Him, we 
find the rest our souls crave.

DEVOTIONAL INSIGHT - From Abraham’s day, Israel longed for rest. Egypt’s captivity made their 
thirst deepen. They cried out. A lamb’s blood freed them. Desert sands welcomed them. Always, 
they remembered the promise of rest. Finally, staring across the River Jordan, their expectations 
were in sight. Like them, our hope is in the promise of His rest. If we’re willing, He’ll sustain us 
until the beauty of eternity’s promises comes into this world through Jesus.  

Our Prom�e of R�t

LITURGY
Day One

SCRIPTURE AND PRAYER

As the candles are lit, someone prays and reads the following

“The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall 
eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the 
weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all 
my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of Yahweh as the waters 
cover the sea.” (Isaiah 11:7-9)

We bless You, Yahweh, for You have given great and precious promises in Your Son 
Jesus. In Him, You’ve freely given us all things! May we walk in the beauty of Your 
promises. And, may the expectation of Your future promises draw us to trust and obedi-
ence all the days of our life! Amen.

DISCUSS
1. In what ways have you longed for the rest of Jesus’ grace?

2. In the last year, how have you received God’s promises. 



BACKGROUND - Israel remained in the desert forty years. The entire time, Yahweh’s guidance 
and protection was with them. By day, it was seen as a pillar of cloud. By night, it was a fiery 
pillar. When it moved, they were to move. Yahweh’s movements through the pillars reminded 
Israel they were not wandering alone, without purpose. Instead, they were sojourners with a 
purpose, moving by Yahweh. While they frequently failed to trust Him, Yahweh’s faithful shep-
herding kept them until they finally reached the Promised Land.

THE MESSIAH IN TABERNACLES - David declared in Psalm 23:1, “Yahweh is my shepherd.” He 
has ever been Israel’s guidance and provision, keeping His word of promise to His people. 
When the Messiah came, He proclaimed, “I am the good shepherd” (John 10:11). Like His 
Father, Jesus reveals Himself as our ever-present Shepherd. He left His Father’s presence to 
sojourn among us. He travels with us. He’s a good God, providing all we need to remain faithful 
to the end.

DEVOTIONAL INSIGHT - An intense, burning cloud. A pillar of flame. Yahweh shepherded Israel, 
blazing in the glory of His fiery presence. Protecting. Leading. Guiding. His ever-faithful care 
assured His people that His watchful eye had not left them. We who love Jesus are afforded the 
same.

Our Sheph�d

LITURGY
Day Two

SCRIPTURE AND PRAYER

As the candles are lit, someone prays and reads the following

“Then the Lord will create over the whole site of Mount Zion and over her assemblies a 
cloud by day, and smoke and the shining of a flaming fire by night; for over all the glory 
there will be a canopy. There will be a booth for shade by day from the heat, and for a 
refuge and a shelter from the storm and rain (Isaiah 4:5,6).
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep...just as 
the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.” (John 
10:11,15)

We bless You, Yahweh. You are our Shepherd and Guide. Just as You led Israel, lead us 
into Your promises. Reveal Your presence so we can see and follow You. Keep us from 
stumbling and present us blameless before Your glorious presence with great joy. You 
began a good work in us. Bring it to completion! 

DISCUSS
1. How have you experienced Jesus’ guidance and protection over the last year?

2. In what ways do you anticipate God’s presence in the next year? 



BACKGROUND - Israel left Egypt by God’s power. They wandered in sand, awaiting Yahweh’s 
Word to enter the Promised Land. For years, they were wanderers, sojourning from bondage to 
freedom. They lived in tents. The light of Yahweh’s presence was ever with them. Food was 
miraculously provided. Everyday was a miracle. When they finally came into the land, Yahweh 
instructed them to remember their time of wandering. For eight days, they were to recall their 
desert travels by building and living in tents, a memorial of their days without a home (Leviticus 
23:42,43).

THE MESSIAH IN TABERNACLES - Jesus left His Father’s presence for us. He dwelt among us so 
the Father’s grace could redeem us. After He ascended to the Father, He sent His Spirit to dwell 
in us. So, as we wander, He continues to wander with us, dwelling in us.

DEVOTIONAL INSIGHT - Israel wandered and waited, grasping in hope, strangers seeking what 
they did not have. Until they entered the Land, they had no place. Like them, we’re sojourners, 
awaiting an eternal home in the renewed creation. We’re wanderers, out of place and time, 
contending for the home that awaits us (Philippians 3:7-14; Hebrews 3-4). What this life has to 
offer is nothing in comparison to the glory that will be revealed in the unveiling of the Messiah’s 
reign. Until that day, we’re not home and we know it. We feel it. But, we also walk in hope, 
anticipating the day we’ll finally be home in His presence, when our citizenship in heaven is 
actualized and we’ll no longer wander (Philippians 3:20).   

Our Prom�e of Security

LITURGY
Day Three

SCRIPTURE AND PRAYER

As the candles are lit, someone prays and reads the following

“These all died in faith, not having received the things promised...and having acknowl-
edged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. For people who speak thus 
make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. But as it is, they desire a better country, 
that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 
prepared for them a city.” (Hebrews 11:13,14,16)

We bless You, Yahweh, because our homeland is You. Until the day we see You 
face-to-face, we’re wanderers, seeking the resting place of Your presence. May we long 
for the fullness of Your presence, and cast off the temptation to find life in anything but 
You. Amen.

DISCUSS
1. In what ways have you experienced wandering in the last year?

2. How has Yahweh flamed your desire for “a better country”? 



BACKGROUND - At the end of every summer, harvest comes. Yahweh instructed Israel to 
remember His blessing and harvest by celebrating Tabernacles. What they received they were 
to ascribe to Yahweh, remembering His grace alone secures their blessing and provision. As 
they traveled to Jerusalem, they were to bring offerings, and in them, they would remember 
God’s past blessings and anticipate future ones. This background is the foundation upon which 
we believe God will provide a harvest of rich blessing. As a result, we can live in constant 
gratitude.

THE MESSIAH IN TABERNACLES - Jesus is our inheritance (Romans 8:31,32). When we contend 
for God’s promises, we’re simply contending for Him. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, 
everything Yahweh longs to give us is our through faith.

DEVOTIONAL INSIGHT - Harvest arrives every year, bringing heaven’s blessing. Israel 
harvested tastes and smells and sights. What He promised rose up from the dirt in glorious 
provision. Arriving at the time of the harvest blessing, Jesus came to harvest the fields of His 
planting among humanity. We are the harvest of His redemptive blessing and are invited to 
enter the fields to pluck the fruit promised to us from among the nations (Psalm 149; Acts 
15:12-17). The more we trust in His blessing,the more we realize Jesus our Messiah is our 
inheritance. What we seek in blessing is embodied in Him (Psalm 73:23-26; 84:11; 103:1-5; 
104:1-35)

Harv�t and Prov�i�

LITURGY
Day Four

SCRIPTURE AND PRAYER

As the candles are lit, someone prays and reads the following

“For seven days you shall keep the feast to the Lord your God at the place that the Lord 
will choose, because the Lord your God will bless you in all your produce and in all the 
work of your hands, so that you will be altogether joyful.” (Deuteronomy 16:15)

We bless You, Father, for You have promised to gather Israel, Your people, to Yourself. 
From the east and west, north and south, they will come. So will the nations, bringing 
their honor and glory to You to lay it at Your feet. Jesus, we bless You because You gave 
Your life that we might be gathered to abundant, eternal life in Your presence. May the 
harvest of Your salvation saturate heaven and earth. Amen!

DISCUSS
1. In what ways have you seen Yahweh’s provision over the last year? 
2. How have you come to see that Jesus is ultimately our inheritance?



BACKGROUND - Yahweh promised to bless Israel. And, that blessing was to overflow in joy. 
Tabernacles called them to rejoice, to enjoy that which He had provided (Deuteronomy 
16:14,15). When they gathered in Jerusalem, they were to bring the best and celebrate God’s 
goodness to them, eating and drinking the bounty of Yahweh’s grace. Because their livelihood 
rested on the produce of the ground, when they ate and drank, it was a reminder that Yahweh 
alone gave them food and drink. As a result, they could rejoice in all He offered to them by His 
grace.

THE MESSIAH IN TABERNACLES - Someday, we’ll stand before our Father. Between His glory 
and us will be Jesus, our Messiah. He’ll sing of the Father’s praise, and He’ll announce with joy, 
these are my brother and sisters (Hebrews 2:11-13). Truly, He is a God of joy, delighting in His 
ministry to reconcile Yahweh and His creation.

DEVOTIONAL INSIGHT - Yahweh is happy. His presence is joy unleashed. He gives abundant, 
eternal blessing so we can share in His gladness. To trust Him is to receive His gifts of goodness. 
When we haveHim and His gifts, the only thing left to do is be happy. This means the tradmark 
of God’s people is joy: relentless, unabashed joy (Psalm 48:9-11; 70:4; 97:1). Our joy isn’t simply 
a present reality—it’s an eternal one. We’re to anticipate God’s promise of eternal life with 
inexpressible joy. (Romans 8:18-25; I Thessalonians 2:19). 

Rejoic�

LITURGY
Day Five

SCRIPTURE AND PRAYER

As the candles are lit, someone prays and reads the following

“You shall rejoice in your feast, you and your son and your daughter, your male servant 
and your female servant, the Levite, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow who are 
within your towns.” (Deuteronomy 16:14) You make known to me the path of life; in your 
presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” (Psalm 
16:11)

We bless You, Father, for You are a God of blessing. Bless us in your mercy and grace! 
Teach us to trust in the promise of Your blessing so we might walk in the fullness of joy. 
And, in Your Son, Jesus, make us glad all the days of our lives. Amen. 

DISCUSS
1. What are you rejoicing in during this season of Tabernacles?

2. How has your desire for God’s blessing and presence created joy in you?



BACKGROUND - Israel’s trust in Yahweh was tested in the most basic way: water. Humans only 
last a few days with water. The desert doesn’t have much, let alone for two million people. Yet, in 
the wasted land of the desert, Yahweh gave Israel water (Exodus 17:1-7; Numbers 20:2-13). 
Sometimes, it came from natural sources. Other times, He purified natural stores that were 
previously contaminated (Exodus 15:22-26). He even made water flow from an impossible 
spring: a rock.

THE MESSIAH IN TABERNACLES - Jesus is the Rock from which the water flowed 
(I Corinthians 10:4). He stood up during Tabernacles and declared that He is the water of life 
(John 7:37-39. So, we see in Jesus that Yahweh gives us supernatural life from a miraculous 
source.

DEVOTIONAL INSIGHT - Life gushed out of a rock and Israel’s thirst was quenched. 
Yahweh performed miracles so His people would know His water was the Water of Life (Jeremi-
ah 2:13). More than anything, He longs for us to drink the Water of Life. Jesus stood in the 
Temple, thirsting with passion that Israel would know He would quench their thirst. If we come, 
He givesliving water that springs into eternal life (John 4:14). For any who will come, He is life. 
When eternity finally swallows up the universe, water will constantly flow from His throne, 
sustaining life and healing forever (Revelation 21:6; 22:1-5; 22:17).

The W�� of Life

LITURGY
Day Six

SCRIPTURE AND PRAYER

As the candles are lit, someone prays and reads the following

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; also, on 
either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each 
month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. No longer will there be 
anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants 
will worship him.” (Revelation 21:1-3).

We bless You, Yahweh, because You are the source of life. In You alone our thirst is 
quenched. In You alone our life is sustained. Jesus, You are the Living Water. Teach us to 
drink deeply of Your goodness that we might have life. Amen.

DISCUSS
1. How has Jesus quenched your thirst for more of him? 

2. In what new ways do you want to know Jesus’ power as Living Water?



BACKGROUND - When they left Egypt, Israel walked in the light of God’s presence. At night, a 
flame of fire went before them, assuring them Yahweh remained present. In spite of their 
constant struggle to trust Him, Israel could never deny the light of Yahweh’s presence shined in 
the midst of their darkness (Exodus 13:17-22). While they stumbled in trust, they continued to 
follow the light, moving and stopping according to His will (Numbers 9:15-23).

THE MESSIAH IN TABERNACLES - Jesus is the light of the world (John 8:12; 9:15; Revelation 
21:22-27). Where He reveals Himself, darkness flees and life invades. Truth shines. Beauty 
emanates. Mercy swells into restoration and reconciliation. Where Jesus is, we see

DEVOTIONAL INSIGHT - Fire danced before Israel at night, lighting their way into Yahweh’s 
promises. Darkness was dispelled and their steps were ordered by His guiding presence. They 
walked from death intolife. He wanted Israel to know He is the light of life, the everlasting light 
leading us into His promises (Psalm 27:1; 36:9; Isaiah 60:19,20). Jesus came into the world as 
light, illuminating the way out of death so we could enter into the Father’s glory. In the light of 
His redemptive revelation, we’re called to walk in His love(I John 1:5-10). When we arrive in His 
presence for all eternity, there will only be His light of life, pulsing to all creation (Revelation 
21:23,24; 22:5).

The Light of Life

LITURGY
Day Seven

SCRIPTURE AND PRAYER

As the candles are lit, someone prays and reads the following

“They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. There shall be no 
night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. 
And they shall reign forever and ever.” (Revelation 22:4-5)

We bless You, Yahweh, for You are our light and salvation, the One from whom we draw 
the light of life. Jesus, You are the light of the world, shining Your Father’s glory to all 
who desire life. May the light of Your countenance shine brighter and brighter, that we 
might know the pathway of life. Amen.

DISCUSS
1. What has Jesus illuminated for you over the last year? 

2. How has Jesus’ life been light to you? 



BACKGROUND - When Israel was freed from Egypt, Yahweh manifested Himself immediately 
and in visual form: a cloudy pillar during the day and a fiery pillar at night (Exodus 13:21,22). His 
presence was with them, leading them through the entire transition from bondage to freedom. 
For Israel and the nations, it was another step in the restoration of God’s manifest presence to 
the universe.

THE MESSIAH IN TABERNACLES - In Jesus’ first coming, John tells us He dwelt among us, a 
parallel to His brooding presence in the desert (John 1:14). He was Immanuel, God with us 
(Matthew 1:23). And, in the end, Jesus will be our dwelling place (Revelation 21:3,4,23).

DEVOTIONAL INSIGHT - Since Eden, we’ve been attempting to recover God’s presence.Noth-
ing we’ve done has spanned the chasm between our death and His life. But, there is hope. 
Jesus’ salvation is the promise of restoration to His presence. He bridges the gap between 
heaven and earth, making a way for the desire of our hearts to finally be satisfied. Just as His 
presence remained with Israel, He remains with us. And, when eternity finally arrives, we’ll 
forever be in His presence, hearing His voice, communing with His glory and beauty.

Pr�en� and Dwe��

LITURGY
Day Eight

SCRIPTURE AND PRAYER

As the candles are lit, someone prays and reads the following

“And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be 
no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away.’ And he who was seated on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am 
making all things new’” (Revelation 21:3-5).

We bless You, Yahweh, because Your dwelling place is lovely! Our soul longs for Your 
presence; our heart and flesh cry out as we anticipate seeing You. Bless us as we dwell 
in Your house; we will forever sing Your praise! Bless us as we find our strength in You 
and seek after You in Zion. Amen.

DISCUSS
1. How have you been renewed in God’s presence over the last year? 

2. In what ways do you want to experience his presence in the next year? 



Yahweh is a God of joy. When He gave the Appointed Times to Israel, He was concerned for their spiritual and 
corporate welfare. In a sense, the Holy Days had a practical effect. Israel was invited to celebrate Yahweh’s 
goodness and rest from work. He created humans with the desire to celebrate, then gave us the holidays as an 
avenue to celebrate. What could be better than a God who commanded His people to enjoy who He is and what 
He’s done? 

Prepar� �r the Holidays
AN OVERVIEW

WHY DO WE PREPARE? 

WHY DO WE SAVE MONEY FOR THE HOLIDAYS? 
In Deuteronomy 14:22-26, God instructs His people how they were to celebrate. Each year, when 
they traveled to Jerusalem for worship, God instructed them to save up so they would have the 
necessary resources to celebrate. Knowing our tendency to live in the moment and forget about the 
future, Yahweh commanded us to think ahead so we’d have more than enough to celebrate His 
goodness. How can we respond to God’s instruction? Save for the Festivals! Throughout the year, 
put aside a little of your increase so you have a storehouse of resource. When the Festivals come 
around, you’ll have money to purchase food, wine, gifts, or whatever else will help you enjoy God’s 
presence during the Holidays. 

BE READY TO CELEBRATE
Preparing is a helpful way to avoid the additional cost of having family and friends to celebrate with 
us. If we’re faithful to do this, we can eliminate a lot of the financial pressure associated with celebra-
tions and hospitality. Now we’re not advocating waste, or gluttony.  However, we are saying the 
Holidays are something on which we ought to spend our money. He knew that so He said, “Save!” 
So this year, start saving. Store up now so you can celebrate later. And trust that God will give you the 
resources you need to enjoy Him and His community.

A WORD ON FOOD
Our congregation embraces the dietary commandments of Leviticus 11. While obedience to this 
commandment is neither a matter of salvation nor merit, it is significant to our congregation as an 
expression of holiness. We lovingly ask everyone to maintain respect for one another in areas in 
which we may disagree or not understand, including the dietary commandments. Practically speaking, 
this means we advise that those those who attend or are committed to our congregation not bring the 
foods detailed in Leviticus 11 to our corporate gatherings. We also suggest those who attend our 
congregation to be respectful of our values and not serve these foods when inviting other members 
and attenders to personal or informal gatherings. These foods include: pork products, seafood 
without scales (shellfish), bear, etc.



TRUMPETS - September 6th-7th

The Fall Holidays � a glan�
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TABERNACLES - September 20th-28th


