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THEME: Two older church members reminisce about the old days when there were rules and you always knew where you sat in church. Not like these days when it’s all about your relationship with Jesus.
(Two older church members enter and are sit on a pew looking at the congregation and ‘tsk tsking’) 

1:
(To person 2) I think this church has become too lax. We let anyone in these days.

2:
(Shaking head) There are no rules anymore.

1:
Yeah, you don’t know where you stand anymore. When we had rules we used to know where we stood.

2:
And when we kneeled.

1:
And where we sat.

2:
(Fondly remembering) Oooh yes, we all had our pews!

1:
All you hear these days is grace, grace, grace! Where’s the law? Where’s the judgement?

2:
I used to like a bit of judging.

1:
I was good at judging.

2:
(Rolling eyes at audience) She/he was very good at judging!

1:
Judging was fun.

2:
Except when it was directed at you of course.

1:
Yeah, well, there is that. (Sighs) But now we have to love. 

2:
Following the rules was easier.

1:
They go on and on about love and relationships. Especially your relationship with Jesus, (Shaking head) like that’s what it’s all about!

2:
It’s all touchy feely. (Shudders)  

1:
In the old days your relationship with Jesus was your own business. People didn’t want to know about it.

2:
Yeah, nobody cared about your relationship with Jesus. All that was important was following the rules, wearing the right clothes and doing the right thing.

1:
And not sitting in the wrong pew.

2:
(Shaking head emphatically) Ooooh no, you wouldn’t want to sit in someone else’s pew!

1:
They were the good old days.

2:
Pews were hard back then. They helped you stay awake during the sermon.

1:
And none of this fancy schmancy air conditioning and heating! We had to be tough back then. People have gone soft!

2:
Although… (Feeling pew) I do like the padded pews, they’re much more comfortable.

1:
(Nestling happily into pew) Much more comfortable.

2:
(Reflecting) Actually, it’s good not having to worry about what you’re going to wear to church…

1:
And it’s nice to know that you’re loved and accepted by Jesus…

2:
(Reluctantly) I suppose it’s better than being judged all the time.

1:
Maybe we don’t need quite so many rules and regulations.

BOTH:
(Thoughtfully) Hmmm…

2:
(As they get up to leave) So how is your relationship with Jesus going? (Both exit)
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