THE FALL AND RISE OF JOE
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THEME:
In this three-part drama we follow Joe’s fall into sin with pornography and the beginning of his rise as he takes eventually takes it to the cross. It was performed during a service focusing our struggle with sin and the victory we have in Christ. It was woven into the bible reading, sermon and confession and absolution.
PART 1: JOE AND TEMPTATION

(There is a desk and computer on one side of the stage, the computer is facing away from the audience, there is a cross on the other side of the stage that is used in part 3. This part of the drama was done before the bible reading Romans 7:15-25)

JOE:
(Enters and goes to computer calling off stage) Honey, just checking my emails. I’ll be there soon. (Sits down)

Okay…urgent, urgent, delete, can wait…oh no, more spam! …Hang on, someone called Randy has an important message for me. (Puzzled) Who’s Randy? 

(Clicks, eyes wide open is surprise) Whoa! That’s Randy.  (Backs right away and covers eyes) This is disgusting! (Comes up for a closer look, checks if anyone’s looking, tilts head upside down) I wouldn’t have thought that was possible!  (Backs away again) No!… (Covers face with hands) This is wrong! (Peeks through fingers) I should delete it. (Presses button with hand over eyes, peeks) Oops, I pressed the wrong button….(Drops hand in amazement) Hello Candy! (Keeps pressing key) I can’t believe how easy it is to do this. (Keeps looking)

WIFE:
(Off stage) Honey are you going to be long?

JOE:
(Jumps up shocked and gasps) Ahhh! (Voice goes up an octave) No! (Lowers voice) No! Ahem …I’m coming…Coming just as soon as I turn the computer off. 

(Quickly darts towards the computer and turns it off stands back) 

What was I doing? What was I thinking? …I can still see those images…Now I can’t 

Get them out of my head…(Turns to cross) Lord help me…(Freeze then exit)

PART 2: JOE AND SHAME

(This part of the drama was done before the sermon. Joe and wife enter arguing from computer side)
WIFE:
(Angry, holding a porn magazine) So, how long has this been going on?

JOE:
(Miserably) Not long…a few weeks…a couple of months…six months tops…I don’t remember.

WIFE:
How could you?

JOE:
(In anguish) I don’t know! (Finding excuses) It was an accident! It just started one night while I was on the computer. I can’t help it if all that stuff’s just there! Blame spam not me!

WIFE:
We’re church leaders, we run a small group for goodness sake! How’s it going to look if people find out that you’re a porn addict?

JOE:
(Defensively) I’m not a porn addict!

WIFE:
Well, what do you call it then?

JOE:
It’s just looking, I’m not hurting anybody!

WIFE:
(Quietly) Except yourself…and me.

JOE:
They’re only pictures!

WIFE:
But it’s wrong!

JOE:
(Finally admitting it) I know…and I hate myself, but I just can’t help it!

WIFE:
Do you know how this makes me feel? I feel so betrayed and dirty…(Turns away) I just can’t stand to look at you…(Joe moves slightly towards her, she exits holding up hand to stop Joe coming near her)

JOE:
(A broken man covering face with hands) Oh God! I’m so ashamed…(Crumbles to ground) I’m so ashamed…How can you ever forgive me? (Freeze and exit)

PART 3: JOE AND VICTORY

(The two men walk on stage from opposite sides towards each other, Joe sees Tom and tries to change direction. This part of the drama was done after the sermon before the confession)

TOM:
Hi Joe, hey I was meaning to catch up with you…(Trying to find words to broach subject) I was..er…just…er …wondering why you quit as small group leader and why you haven’t been coming to church? We’ve missed you. Is everything all right?

JOE:
(Tersely) I’m fine.

TOM:
You never used to miss church or small group.

JOE:
(Trying to find some excuse) Just…having a bad time at the moment.

TOM:
(Concerned) Anything I can help you with?

JOE:
No, not really.

TOM:
Well if there is anything I can do just name it, you’ve been such an inspiration to me! You’re one of the main reasons I came to Christ. I admire you so much…

JOE:
(Cutting Tom off almost angry) No, don’t go there, don’t do that, if you really knew me you wouldn’t admire me!

TOM:
Now you’ve got me worried…what’s wrong?

JOE:
(Fighting to hold it together) Look, I’ve done something so bad…(In anguish) it’s hopeless! (Turns away)

TOM:
Nothing is ever hopeless when you know Jesus. Remember what you told me after the affair, when I was suicidal?

JOE:
But that was different.

TOM:
It doesn’t matter! You said that there’s nothing that Jesus can’t give you victory over…

JOE:
(Interrupting) But I deserve…

TOM:
(Interrupting back) You might even feel that you deserve to die, I know I did…but Jesus already did that! (Looking Joe in the eyes) It doesn’t matter what you’ve done, he’s taken the rap for it. It doesn’t matter what it is.

JOE:
But I’ve ruined my life, I’ve betrayed my wife…and I’ve betrayed God.

TOM:
It doesn’t matter! Take it to the cross. In the cross you’ll find forgiveness, victory and new life. (Joe looks at cross then back at Tom) Take it to the cross, it all starts there.

(Joe hesitantly goes to the cross and kneels. Tom stands beside him and put his hand on Joe’s shoulder. Leads into confession part of the service. Romans 7: 25a and 8:1 were used in the absolution. After the absolution, Tom helps Joe up and they exit together.)
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