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THE WAIT IS OVER!!THE WAIT IS OVER!!THE WAIT IS OVER!!THE WAIT IS OVER!!    

  I know I threw out a teaser on Facebook to manipulate you to find out what the big changes 

are in our lives. It’s my hope that what we have to announce is worth the manipulation I’ve put 

you through. In fact, there are several pieces of big news to share. The first one is I HAVE A 

JOB! Yes that’s right. And I’m so thankful it’s a job that I think I’m going to love and a job 

that keeps me in ministry. Starting August 30th, I am being hired to be the chaplain at the 

Sarnia Jail in Sarnia, Ontario. If that sounds a bit familiar to you all it’s because it is the 
same role that I had at the Thunder Bay Jail but now I get the opportunity to do it full time. I’m 

so very excited to begin in this new role as it’s been a role I’ve been preparing for since 2013 

when I stepped into the Thunder Bay Jail for the first time not knowing what I had gotten my-

self into. It turned out, this job and me were meant to be together. That may sound a bit odd to 

some of you but when I think about why I joined YWAM at the age of 24 back in 1987, I 

made that decision because I wanted to make a difference in people’s lives. I wanted to reach 

out to the hurting and broken to share with them something amazing. This my friends, is a con-

tinuation of that dream. To be honest, I can’t think of a better role for me to step into at this 

time of my life that will allow me to finish my working life continuing to make a difference in 

the lives of those behind bars and those in front of them.  

  From a practical standpoint, this will mean we will be moving up to Sarnia hopefully within 

the next few months. I will temporarily need to commute from our place in Windsor which 

will mean I’ll be spending over 3 hours a day in the car there and back! Let’s hope this is a 

VERY temporary necessity. I’ll continue to partner with YWAM in this endeavor and have re-

ceived the full support of our sending church, North Shore Alliance, back in Vancouver as well 

as my YWAM leadership based in Vancouver. I’m thrilled to have these good friends and this 

support network cheering me on into this next adventure. We have been so blessed to be living 

in the home of some good friends of ours whom we met at our church in Thunder Bay. Late 

last year we heard from them that he was being temporarily transferred from his new post here 

in Windsor up to Sarnia. (yes it looks like we are following them!) That meant that their home 

here in Windsor was going to be vacant and they invited us to live here in the meantime. Wow! 

I’m not sure God could have planned it any better for us and now we know our future will be 

in Sarnia where I’ll be working and where we hope to connect with a community and a local 

church family. As for our other great news, I’m going to invite you to scroll down to the next 

page to find out what Karen’s plans are in all of this. It may come as a surprise to some of you 

as it certainly was surprising for me. 
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KAREN IS REJOINING YWAM! 

After 11 years of working in lawyer’s offices providing admin-

istrative support, Karen has decided she’s had enough of that 

and would like to focus her energy back into the mission she 

loves. I asked Karen a few questions so you could hear from 

her in her own words. Here’s what she had to say regarding the 

big change: 

 

Mark: What made you decide to get back into YWAM? 

Karen: After relocating to Windsor, I’ve had lots of time to reflect during the lock-
downs. The question that kept coming back to me was “What do I want to do with 

this next season of my life?” I really didn’t want to go back into the “public do-

main”. I needed a greater sense of personal purpose and spiritual affinity in my 

work life.  

 

Mark: What will you be doing in YWAM? 

Karen: An opportunity presented itself to be an assistant to our Canadian Direc-
tor. I will be prioritizing and organizing his schedule which is in my wheelhouse. 

The nice part of this job is that everything can be done remotely. I do plan to make 

a trip out to Vancouver in September for a staff retreat and have some onsite, in-

person training. I felt God handed me a “silver platter job.” Administration and 

organization are the things God has gifted me in and I’m so excited to be able to 

use those in the YWAM context. 

 

Mark: Tell me why you’re excited about re-joining YWAM? 

Karen: Yes I’m VERY excited about re-joining YWAM! This will be my FOURTH 
tour with YWAM. YWAM has always been dear to my heart. I love the mission and 

their heart for people. I have MANY relationships that have lasted the test of time. 

I’m looking forward to reconnecting with a number of those relationships that I 

established when we lived in Vancouver from 2004-2009. I’m also looking forward 

to being part of the YWAM Vancouver community once again. However I can con-

tribute to the life of that community from our new home in Sarnia, I’m thrilled to 

participate. 

 

With that in mind, Karen and I are taking a step in faith believing God for the fi-

nances that He had provided through Karen working at the law firms. We are pray-

ing that God will speak to those who are receiving this newsletter to consider finan-

cially supporting the work that Karen will be doing. We know that like us, some of 

you are in transition and may be praying about where to channel some of your giv-

ing. Would you consider and pray about becoming a financial supporter of ours? If 

you decide to help us in this practical way, you can contact me for further informa-

tion or send funds to either our U.S. YWAM funding place in Tyler, Texas or our 

Canadian base located in Vancouver. Tax deductible receipts are available for your 

giving at either location. Whether you send a one time gift or become a regular 

monthly contributor, we are grateful for what God releases you to do. As always, 

your prayers for our ongoing transition are eagerly received! 

 

It certainly is an exciting time for Karen and I as well as for our WHOLE family. 

Both Simeon and Alexandra have new things going on in their lives as well. Scroll 

down one more page for a one-time EXTENDED version of the Davenport news. 



No they are not having a baby! Let’s get that out of the way 

first. After all, they JUST got married this past February 14th. 

We are in regular contact with them and miss them dearly. It 

is still difficult to think about having not been able to attend 

their wedding because of Australia being closed.  That being 

said, we are making FaceTime do the heavy lifting for us until 

we can see them again in person. 

 

The big news coming out of the Van Straaten camp is that 

they will be moving from Perth to Melbourne at the beginning 

of next year. Josh is from Melbourne and from there, the 

plans are for Josh to go back to school to finish up his teaching degree. Alex would like to get some more edu-

cation to do what she has longed to do for years which is to work with disabled children. Alex joined the 

YWAM Perth base about 5 years ago and has been a steady fixture there taking several schools, leading a 

number of outreaches and most recently, been heading up their hospitality department. Now that Australia has 

been closed, it has very much changed the focus of the base which now finds itself in transition and having to 

reinvent itself. Given their recent nuptials, they felt it would be a good time to make a change. Alex has re-

cently submitted her paperwork for a Partners Visa which would establish her as a permanent resident of Aus-

tralia. Once COVID restrictions have lifted, we can’t wait for Josh and Alex to come to visit us in our new 

home and we hope to have the amazing celebration that her North American family missed back in February. I 

know they would appreciate your prayers for them as they walk through this transition of life together. 

 

 

Alex and Josh’s Big News! 

Adventures of Simeon 

As I was working on inserting Simeon’s photo here, Karen said to me that 

he had the look in this photo that he was “just smarter than you!” My an-

swer was “It’s true. He is!” We love this guy! Simeon is in the middle of 

completing his Bachelors of Science in Computer Programming. Part of 

what Sim has had to work through is doing all the work to transfer his stud-

ies down to the University of Windsor. He has now successfully completed 
that and is the first student from Lakehead University to transfer down to 

Windsor in Computer Programming! Wow. It was a lot of work to do that. 

Sim has registered for his upcoming fall term and will be embarking on the 

third year of his degree. Something else that he is mastering is the road! Sim 

has decided he wants to get his driver’s license so he has done that this sum-

mer and already is driving with his G1. Sim has overcome a lot and we 

couldn’t be more proud of this young guy.  

What’s going on with the Jake-ster? Well right now Jake is living with us 
here in Windsor and will be coming with us as we move to Sarnia. He has 

been lying low and still transitioning to being back with the fam. Karen en-

joyed having Jake with her on a recent trip to London and Toronto and I’m 

expecting to take him over to Detroit soon to catch a couple of Tiger ball-

games. Since he and I are the ones with the U.S. Passports, we are able to 

travel across the river into the U.S. and visit family their. Keep Jake in your 

prayers as he seeks out next steps on his journey. 


