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Celebrating the Life and Faith 
of 

Ronald Edgar Mueller 
June 4th, 1927    —    August 24th, 2021 

               Milwaukee, WI              Manitowoc, WI 
September 7, 2021 

 

T ORDER OF SERVICE T 
 
REMEMBERING RONALD… 
  
PRELUDE  
  
REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 
P In Holy Baptism Ronald Edgar Mueller was 

clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness 
that covered all his sin. St. Paul says: “Do you 
not know that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?” 

C We were buried therefore with Him by 
baptism into death, in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, we too might walk in newness 
of life. For if we have been united with Him in 
a death like His, we shall certainly be united 
with Him in a resurrection like His. 
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PRESERVICE SONG 
  

685 LET US EVER WALK WITH JESUS 
 

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, 
    Follow His example pure, 
Through a world that would deceive us 
    And to sin our spirits lure. 
Onward in His footsteps treading, 
    Pilgrims here, our home above, 
    Full of faith and hope and love, 
Let us do the Father’s bidding. 
    Faithful Lord, with me abide; 
    I shall follow where You guide. 

 
2 Let us suffer here with Jesus 

    And with patience bear our cross. 
Joy will follow all our sadness; 
    Where He is, there is no loss. 
Though today we sow no laughter, 
    We shall reap celestial joy; 
    All discomforts that annoy 
Shall give way to mirth hereafter. 
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    Jesus, here I share Your woe; 
    Help me there Your joy to know. 

 
3 Let us gladly die with Jesus. 

    Since by death He conquered death, 
He will free us from destruction, 
    Give to us immortal breath. 
Let us mortify all passion 
    That would lead us into sin; 
    And the grave that shuts us in 
Shall but prove the gate to heaven. 
    Jesus, here with You I die, 
    There to live with You on high. 

 
4 Let us also live with Jesus. 

    He has risen from the dead 
That to life we may awaken. 
    Jesus, You are now our head. 
We are Your own living members; 
    Where You live, there we shall be 
    In Your presence constantly, 
Living there with You forever. 
    Jesus, let me faithful be, 
    Life eternal grant to me. 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

P Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the source of all mercy and the God 
of all consolation. He comforts their sorrows with 
the consolation we ourselves have received from 
God.  

C Thanks be to God. 

OPENING HYMN 
 

801 HOW GREAT THOU ART 
 

1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
    Consider all the works Thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
    Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; 
Refrain 

 
ref Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to 

Thee, 
    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 
    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 
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2 When through the woods and forest glades I 
wander, 
    I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
    And hear the brook and feel the gentle 
breeze; Refrain 

 
3 But when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 

    Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in— 
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 
    He bled and died to take away my sin; 
Refrain 

 
4 When Christ shall come with shout of 

acclamation 
    And take me home, what joy shall fill my 
heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
    And there proclaim: “My God, how great Thou 
art!” Refrain 

 
ref Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to 

Thee, 
    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 
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Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 
    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

 
PRAYER 
P O God of grace and glory, we remember before 

you today our brother, Ronald Mueller.  We 
thank you for giving him to us to know and to 
love, as a companion in our pilgrimage on this 
earth. In your boundless compassion, console 
us who mourn.  Give us your aid, so we may 
see in death, the gate to eternal life, that we 
may continue our course on earth in confidence.  
Until, by your call, we are reunited with those 
who have gone before us. 

 
HYMN 
 

748 I’M BUT A STRANGER HERE 
 

1 I’m but a stranger here, 
    Heav’n is my home; 
Earth is a desert drear, 
    Heav’n is my home. 
Danger and sorrow stand 
Round me on ev’ry hand; 
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Heav’n is my fatherland, 
    Heav’n is my home. 

 
2 What though the tempest rage, 

    Heav’n is my home; 
Short is my pilgrimage, 
    Heav’n is my home; 
And time’s wild wintry blast 
Soon shall be overpast; 
I shall reach home at last, 
    Heav’n is my home. 

 
3 Therefore I murmur not, 

    Heav’n is my home; 
Whate’er my earthly lot, 
    Heav’n is my home; 
And I shall surely stand 
There at my Lord’s right hand; 
Heav’n is my fatherland, 
    Heav’n is my home. 

 
INTROIT Psalm 23 
The LORD Is My Shepherd 

P  The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. 
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C  He makes me lie down in green pastures.  He 
leads me 
beside the quiet waters.  He restores my soul. 

P  He guides me in paths of righteousness for His 
name’s sake. 

C  Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are 
with me. Your rod and staff, they comfort me. 

P  You prepare a table before me in the presence 
of my enemies.  You anoint my head with oil, my 
cup overflows. 

C  Surely goodness and love will follow me all the 
days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the 
lord forever. 

 

HYMN 

 
722 LORD, TAKE MY HAND AND LEAD ME 

 
1 Lord, take my hand and lead me 

    Upon life’s way; 
Direct, protect, and feed me 
    From day to day. 
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Without Your grace and favor 
    I go astray; 
So take my hand, O Savior, 
    And lead the way. 

 
2 Lord, when the tempest rages, 

    I need not fear, 
For You, the Rock of Ages, 
    Are always near. 
Close by Your side abiding, 
    I fear no foe, 
For when Your hand is guiding, 
    In peace I go. 

 
3 Lord, when the shadows lengthen 

    And night has come, 
I know that You will strengthen 
    My steps toward home. 
Then nothing can impede me, 
    O blessèd Friend; 
So take my hand and lead me 
    Unto the end. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING       Isaiah 40:28–31 
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28Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 
 the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 
 his understanding is unsearchable. 
29He gives power to the faint, 
 and to him who has no might he increases 
strength. 
30Even youths shall faint and be weary, 
 and young men shall fall exhausted; 
31but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their 
strength; 
 they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; 
 they shall walk and not faint. 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please rise) 
 
HOLY GOSPEL                             Matthew 5:1–12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

fifth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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The Sermon on the Mount 
 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the 

mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 

The Beatitudes 
 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, 

saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall 

be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 

earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive 

mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall 

see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 

be called sons of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 



12 
 

 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so 
they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN 
 

JUST A CLOSER WALK WITH THEE 
 
I am weak but Thou art strong Jesus, keep me 

from all wrong, -- I'll be satisfied as long 
As I   walk, let me walk close to Thee. Refrain 
 
ref  Just a closer walk with Thee 
Grant it Jesus is my plea; Daily walking close 

to Thee Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 
 
When my feeble life is o'er, Time for me shall be 

no more; Guide me gently, safely o'er 
To thy kingdom's shore, to Thy shore. Refrain 
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MESSAGE 
“Ron, a devoted and dedicated servant of the 

Lord!” 
. . . Pastor Karl 

 
PRAYERS 
 
♫LORD’S PRAYER♫ 
 
Our Father who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth  

as it is in heaven;  
give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom  
and the power and the glory  
Forever. Amen. 
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THE BLESSING                            2 Timothy 4:6–8 
 6For I am already being poured out as a drink 
offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7I 
have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. 8Henceforth there is laid 
up for me the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that 
Day, and not only to me but also to all who have 
loved his appearing. 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
 

878 ABIDE WITH ME 
(Stanzas 1, 6) 

1   Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
 
6   Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom and point me to the 
skies. 
Heav'n's morning breaks, and earth's vain 
shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 
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POSTLUDE 
 

THE PARTICIPANTS 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Karl P. Glander 
Organist: Holly Bell 
 
 
Immediately following this funeral service, a 
funeral procession will take place to Lee Memorial 
Park, 12777 State Road 82, Lehigh Acres, FL.  
You are invited to participate in this funeral 
procession. The Funeral Directors will give you 
directions. 
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Afterglow 
 

I’d like the memory of me, to be a happy one! I’d 
like to leave  

an afterglow, of smiles when life is done. I’d like to 
leave an  

echo, whispering softly down the ways, Of happy 
times,  

laughing times and bright and sunny days. I’d like 
the tears  

of those who grieve to dry before the sun, With 
happy  

memories that I leave behind when life is done. 
  

***** 
Jesus, lead Thou on till our rest is won; 

And although the way be cheerless, 
We will follow calm and fearless. 

Guide us by Thy hand To our fatherland. 
 

If the way be drear, If the foe be near; 
Let not faithless fears o’ertake us; 
Let not faith and hope forsake us; 

For though many a woe To our home we go. 
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When we seek relief From a long-felt grief; 
When temptations come alluring, 

Show us that bright shore 
Where we weep no more. 

 
Jesus, lead Thou on, Till our rest is won. 

Heav’ly Leader, still direct us, 
Still support, control, protect us, 

Till we safely stand In our fatherland. Amen. 
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A CELEBRATION OF LIFE 
 

Ronald Edgar Mueller was born on June 4th,  
1927, to Alma and Bruno Mueller, the oldest of 7  
boys, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. After high school, 
Ron served his country during the last year of  
World War II on a destroyer in the Pacific. After  
returning home, Ron worked 44 years at Cutler  
Hammer, Inc. in Milwaukee as a model maker, tool  
and die designer and Engineer of manufacturing  
and research. 
 
Ron and Arlene moved to the warmer climate of Ft  
Myers, Florida in 1988. After moving to Florida  
Ron was active at Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
and volunteered at Southwest Regional Hospital  
and Gulf Coast Hospital for 20 years. Both Ron  
and Arlene enjoyed living at Calusa Harbour in Ft  
Myers, Florida after selling their home of 25 years. 
In 2020 Ron moved to Manitowoc, Wisconsin to  
be near his daughter Jodie and her family. 
 
Ron is survived by three daughters, Ronene  
(Richard) Smith, Corinne (Raymond) Czekanski,  
and Jodie Ricker. Also surviving are  
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grandchildren: Aaron, Tracy, Stephanie,  
Alexander, Travis, and Ryan; 9 great- 
grandchildren: Colton, Shea, Wyatt, Ellie, Addison,  
Caleb, Mikal, Alexis, and Cora. Ron is also  
survived by 2 brothers, Richard and Robert  
Mueller of Arkansas, 3 sisters-in-law,  
Louise, Joan and Glenda and many nieces and  
nephews. 
 
Ron will be missed by many friends and family. 
 


