The Beauty of His Presence (Psalm 100)
By: Gwen Smith
Sometimes | don’t feel like going to church.
Yeah, | know. I’'m probably not supposed to admit that. But it’s true.

(Or sometimes we are unable to go to church. That has never been more true than now while we are
dealing with the restrictions of the COVID-19 pandemic.)

Even still, it’s amazing how my heart shifts once I've positioned myself in His presence. It happens when
| read the Bible and get with Jesus on my own as well.

Every. Time.

Grief yields to gratitude.
Distraction yields to direction.
Grumbling yields to grace.
Swirling becomes savouring.
Failures become forgiven.
Broken becomes beautiful.

In the presence of the One who opens holy arms with eternal, enduring love and welcomes wounded
warriors to His soul-changing rest, I'm home. I’'m helped. I’'m healed.

Because God is good, loving and faithful... all the time. (Psalm 100:5)

Psalm 100 calls us to worship God in the sacred sanctuary of the throne room. To worship unbridled.
With enthusiasm. With thanksgiving. With joy. With shouts!

In just five short verses, the psalmist invites us to move from where we are to where He is.
In just five short verses we’re invited to remember and celebrate who and Whose we are.

1. Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.

2. Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.

3. Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of
his pasture.

4. Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his
name.

5. Forthe Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all
generations. (Psalm 100)

We are to be people who are all about the praises of the Lord because we are His chosen children,
radically redeemed, set apart in the righteousness of Christ by the Master of all Mercy.

We are to be people of gratitude because He is a God of goodness and unsearchable greatness who
loves lavish and whose compassion is complete.

We are to be people of joy and gladness because though this world is full of troubles, ours is a powerful
Provider who tells us to take heart because He has overcome the world. He has defeated death and will
never leave or forsake us.

Gracious Father,

Thank You for this invitation to be transformed in Your presence; heart, mind and soul. | belong with
You. | need You. | love You. | worship You.st!

In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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