
Sermon:  The Capilano Watershed, The Earth and her water 
Text:   Creation Season; Isaiah 35: 4-8 
Priest:   Rev Sharon Smith  
 
“We won’t save places we don’t love,  
we can’t love places we don’t know,  
and we don’t know places we haven’t learned.”  
 
I found these words tucked away in the middle of the first chapter of a book, a collection of 
authors under 40, who have always only known life in the midst of climate change, edited by  
American Theologian Ched Myers. 
 
“We won’t save places we don’t love,  
we can’t love places we don’t know,  
and we don’t know places we haven’t learned.”  
 
As we enter  this first Sunday in Creation season, I would like to do a reflection with you.  
Its going to take some remembering and some imagining. 
 
So I invite you to cast your eyes down or close your eyes. 
 
Reflect on a place you love: 

- Imagine in your mind a part of the earth that is special for you 
It could be from any time in your life, any part of the earth you remember. 
 

- In your minds eye, I invite you to see the sights, the colours, the landscape,  
 

- What is the flora in that place – the trees, plants, flowers, succulents, grasslands, 
wetlands 
 

- What is the fauna that inhabits that place – the birds, animals, insects 
 

- What do you hear? What are the sounds – be there for a moment in your imagination. 
Allow that place to live in your.  
 

- Now imagine it suddenly going silent – the sounds are gone. One by one they disappear. 
 

- Imagine the birds, animals and insects start to leave and don’t return. 
 

- Imagine the flora slowly dying and it becomes barren. 
 

- Pay attention to your response. Your emotions. 
 
 



And when you are ready open your eyes and come back to this room where you are not alone 
and you are surrounded in love. 
 
Love is the foundation of all are action. And love for the earth, not just in general but the 
specific parts of the earth we love, will help us to move to action.  
 
What would you do to save this place you love?  
 
 
Today we read from Isaiah’s prophesy. This prophet, like so much in our scriptures, calls people 
once again to remember the earth. Not just any part of the earth – but the place where they 
are. The desert, their location in Exile, a place they had gotten to know. And he calls them to 
imagine its flourishing, as a way to remember the life-giving source, that is God.  
 
 
As a community at St Catherine’s Capilano, we are a people of place.  
 
Not just any place, but this place. 
It is a watershed. The Capilano watershed.   
 
How much do we know about this place? 
 
For as Kentucky farmer, Wendell Berry writes in a 1989 essay entitled “The Futility of Global 
Thinking,” he asserted:  
 

“No place on the earth can be completely healthy until all places are . . . The question 
that must be addressed is not how to care for the planet, but how to care for each of 
the planet’s millions of human and natural neighborhoods . . . which is in some precious 
way different from all the others” (1989:16)" 

 
It is about this place, not about all places.  
 
If you are anything like me – I get so overwhelmed by the big picture of “Earth Care”, I don’t 
know how to break it down into what is my one or two things to actually do. 
And I come back to Ched Myers words:  
 

“We won’t save places we don’t love 
we can’t love places we don’t know,  
and we don’t know places we haven’t learned.”  

 
What can I learn about this place, the Capilano Watershed, as part of our Christian discipleship?  
 
 



 
Ched Myers writes:  
 
"All human life is watershed-placed, without exception—and the same is therefore true of 
every expression of Christian discipleship. A watershed is the area covered in water’s journey 
from its origination in the hydrological cycle, to how it drains from the ridges and high points of 
a given geography, to an end point in a pond, lake, or ocean. Each watershed comprises a 
unique mix of habitats that influence each other, including forests, wetlands, fields and 
meadows, rivers and lakes, farms and towns.” 
 
It is as Brock Dolman, founder of the Occidental Art and Ecology Center in Northern California 
calls a cradle, a “Basin of Relations,” in which every living organism is interconnected and 
dependent on the health of the whole (2008).  
 
It is not the design patterns of the modern metropolis – where roads intersect, where buildings 
are placed. When we give directions to someone, we usually locate it by the built environment.  
 

- Turn left at the building, at the traffic lights. What if we knew this place differently? 
- What if we knew it by the designed patterns of nature 
- Follow Mosquito Creek down to where it drains into the Inlet?  

 
Perhaps, we have lost our way as creatures of God’s biosphere, and only the map that is woven 
into Creation can lead us home. And that map is defined by watersheds. 
 
 
Learning about how our water is sourced. 
 How can we pay attention to the values that guide our municipalities engineering decisions: 
 
> 1886: Capilano and Coquitlam watersheds became a drinking-water supply. 
> 2010: A $600-million Seymour-Capilano filtration plant became operational. 
 
I was moved to read a pledge by Engineer Erinn Fayeh, she writes:  
 

I pledge to be a visionary engineer who is humbly rooted in this place, which is more 
than a thing to be controlled. This place includes a diversity of living things of which I am 
a part; soil, trees, plants, flowing water, animals, and human beings are all 
interconnected, and we desire a healthy place to live.  
I pledge to recognize that water is a commons in the public trust, to be managed, 
distributed, and protected for the health and life of all. Delivering life’s essential water 
to people is part of the work of an engineer, and I name and claim publicly that “Water 
is a human right.”  
I will listen to all who inhabit the watershed in which I work, and recognize that all 
voices are to be heard, valued, and welcomed as a multitude of experts in my 
ecosystem." 



 
For we too have made our pledges –  
“We pledge in our Baptism vows to strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation and 
respect, sustain, and renew the life of the earth.  
With God’s help” 
 
Perhaps some of us will be called to be stream keepers:  
 

A Streamkeeper is someone who has taken an active interest in preserving and 
enhancing their local waterways. Streamkeepers are people from all walks of life: 
professionals, retirees, students, anyone who has an interest in the environment. They 
are willing to learn more about their streams, and partner with other groups that have a 
similar focus, as well as all levels of government. 

 
What is our work for this common good? In this place.  
No matter how big or how small?  
 
I will with God’s help.  
 
Amen 
 
 
 
Water blessing and renewal of Baptism Vows:  
 
Please repeat the refrain – “I will with God’s help” after each question is posed 
 
Celebrant:  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and 
   fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 
   prayers? 
People   I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant   Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever 
   you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
People   I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant   Will you proclaim by word and example the good 
   news of God in Christ? 
People   I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant   Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 
   your neighbour as yourself? 
People   I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant   Will you strive for justice and peace among all 
   people, and respect the dignity of every human 
   being? 
People   I will, with God’s help. 



Celebrant:  Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s      
   creation and respect, sustain, and renew the life of  the earth? 
People:  I will, with God’s help. 


