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I'll sing the old, old story 
that I have loved so long.   
 
Refrain 
I love to tell the story; 
'twill be my theme in glory 
to tell the old, old story 
of Jesus and his love. 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
Let us go forth in peace. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE    Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In 
 
Text and music – African American Spiritual 
arr. c. 2020 Augsburg Fortress 
Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 
 
The liturgy for today’s service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, 
copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176. The hymns unless otherwise 
noted, are covered under copyright licenses; CCLI 1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, Licensing 
#21208 or are Public Domain.       
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PRELUDE    God Bless America      Irving Berlin 
 
c. 1939 Irving Berlin, Inc. 
Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 
INTRODUCTION 
Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world. We are gathered to worship, to 
proclaim Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our brother, Charles, to 
give thanks for his life, to commend him to our merciful redeemer, and to comfort one 
another in our grief. 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ. In his baptism, Charles was clothed 
with Christ.  In the day of Christ's coming, he shall be clothed with glory. 
 
Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the earth, who 
by your breath gave us life, we glorify you. 
We glorify you. 
 
Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, who rose 
from the grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you. 
We praise you. 
 
Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure 
confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you. 
We worship you. 
 
To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN ELW 592 Just As I Am, Without One Plea 
 
Just as I am, without one plea, 
but that thy blood was shed for me, 
and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
because thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
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COMMENDATION 

Let us commend Charles to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
  
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, Charles.  Acknowledge, 
we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of 
your own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of 
everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 
Amen. 
  
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you.   
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
Amen 
 
 
HYMN ELW 661 I Love To Tell the Story 
 
I love to tell the story 
of unseen things above, 
of Jesus and his glory, 
of Jesus and his love. 
I love to tell the story, 
because I know it's true; 
it satisfies my longings 
as nothing else would do. 
 
Refrain 
I love to tell the story; 
'twill be my theme in glory 
to tell the old, old story 
of Jesus and his love. 
 
I love to tell the story, 
for those who know it best 
seem hungering and thirsting 
to hear it like the rest. 
And when, in scenes of glory, 
I sing the new, new song, 
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PRAYERS 
Let us pray. 

Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into one 
communion of saints in the body of Christ.  Give to your whole church in heaven and on 
earth your light and your peace.  God of mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may die to sin 
and rise to share the new life in Christ.  God of mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Give courage and faith to all who mourn, and a sure and certain hope in your loving 
care, that, casting all their sorrow on you, they may have strength for the days ahead. 
God of mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that, where this 
world groans in grief and pain, your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear witness to your 
light and life.  God of mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. 
God of mercy, hear our prayer. 
  

God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ 
destroyed the power of death and by his resurrection he opened the kingdom of heaven 
to all believers. Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and that neither 
death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, will be able to separate us from 
your love in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our brother, Charles. We 
thank you for giving him to us to know and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on 
earth. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see that 
death has been swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may live 
in confidence and hope until, by your call, we are gathered to our heavenly home in the 
company of your saints; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
REFLECTIONS by The Rev. Brian Eiss 
 

+ WORD + 

 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 
a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time for war, and a time for peace. 
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I Corinthians 15:51-57 
Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and 
the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable body 
must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When this 
perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then 
the saying that is written will be fulfilled: 
‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’ 
‘Where, O death, is your victory? 
   Where, O death, is your sting?’ 
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
John 14:27-29 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say to 
you, “I am going away, and I am coming to you.” If you loved me, you would rejoice 
that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. And now I have told 
you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe. 
 
 
HOMILY                                                                                      Rev. Becky Schanely 
 
 
 
HYMN ELW 574 Here I Am, Lord 
 

"I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
my hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send?" 
 
Refrain 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
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"I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people's pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. 
Whom shall I send?"   
 
Refrain 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
            
CREED 
With the whole church, let us profess our faith. 
I believe in God the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  


