
1 
 

St. Mary the Virgin Holy Day, Aug 15/21 

So, in the middle of weeks of reading John’s chapter 6 about Jesus as the bread of life, this year we get a break from all 

the bread!  For the observant, a clue that something was different today was the change in the altar hangings to white! 

  August 15 is the day the church sets aside to celebrate St. Mary the Virgin, and when it falls on a Sunday, it’s a good day 

to acknowledge and celebrate, Mary, mother of Christ.  In many Orthodox and Roman Catholic countries, this date is a 

national holiday.  In ancient church tradition, and still in some Christian traditions today,  the ‘assumption’ of Mary is 

also celebrated, meaning Mary was presumed not to have physically died, but to have been taken bodily up to heaven, 

in the manner of the ancient prophet Elijah.  “In Eastern Christian tradition, the same feast is celebrated on the same 

calendar date, although typically known as the Dormition (falling asleep) of Mary. Eastern Catholic celebration of the 

Dormition is preceded by a two-week period of fasting which is similar to Lent.” 1 

Interestingly, even in the calendar in our old Book of Common Prayer calendar, you would see August 15 listed as ‘The 
Falling Asleep of the Blessed Virgin Mary’.  In Anglican tradition we don’t venerate St. Mary as our Roman and orthodox 
Christian brothers and sisters do, but we do acknowledge August 15 as a holy day in honour of St. Mary the Virgin.  Our 
Anglican reference book of Saints and Feast Days, ‘For All The Saints’ says:    
 
 An ancient tradition testifies that Mary was taken up in glory as soon as she died, and Christian devotion has 
 never begrudged her the place of highest honour in the presence of God…. Mary is honoured because she was 
 the Mother of Jesus Christ, the Son of God — and because the Gospels testify that she was a virgin when she 
 conceived and gave him birth. Their witness to such a wonder has generated much of the devotion that is paid 
 to her. But it is not the only reason, for the (gospel writers) also portray her as the archetype of all the people of 
 God and the person who leads their praises of the Almighty. … It has delighted in the conviction that she who 
 responded to God’s perplexing call with praise must already enjoy the reward of faith—and that she who gave 
 the Son of God his human life has received all the fullness of the eternal life which he was born to give.2 
 

This response to her “perplexing call” as our Anglican reference called it, is recorded in Luke chapter one in the form of a 

poem called the Magnificat, which is our gospel reading for today.  ‘Magnificat’ is Latin for ‘magnify’, as in the first line:  

‘My soul magnifies the Lord’.  Stylistically based on the Hebrew Bible’s song of Hannah, the mother of the prophet 

Samuel, the Magnificat is written as a poem, like a hymn, The Song of Mary it’s often called.    

It’s Mary’s response to God’s call that never fails to astonish me; she has been called to bear the child of God.   A young 

girl, very much from the poor working class, engaged but not married—no more than 14 or 15 years of age some 

scholars say—the age of two of my granddaughters!  Mary is visited by the archangel Gabriel, and is told don’t be afraid 

of me, I have news from God for you, you’ve been chosen for a very special role.  You will have a child, the Holy Spirit of 

God will overshadow you—the same creative Spirit that brought the world into being3  and you will become the mother 

of a child to be named Jesus—Yeshua in Hebrew, — which means Saviour.    So she knew from the beginning she was 

chosen to give birth an extraordinary baby.  And according to Luke, she shows no fear, and says simply: “Here am I, the 

servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” (Luke 1:38)    I am the Lord’s servant, may what happens 

to me be your will. (my translation)  Quite astonishing, when you think about it.  I wonder how I would have responded? 

I have to honestly say I doubt very much Mary actually wrote the song that is attributed to her.  Mary’s Song would have 

been written to commemorate this amazing and special event, and may well have reflected her thoughts, possibly even 

some of her words.  What is more than evident, from the wider story that surrounds this poem, it that there’s no 
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hesitation on Mary’s part to accept this astounding role, this discipleship that God has chosen for her — to be the 

mother of the son of God.  Her only question to Gabrielle, is how it will happen, no questions about how it will change 

her life.  She just says yes Lord, I am your humble servant, and my spirit rejoices in your presence.  Never mind that she’s 

only a girl, not yet married, and now pregnant.  Mary is full of faith in the knowledge that God will care for her and the 

child, strong in the knowledge that God takes care of those who live trusting in God’s graciousness.   Incredible faith.  It’s 

actually not surprising that Mary has been so venerated in so many cultures; it’s truly an inspirational story about 

responding to God’s call, serving the Lord, trusting implicitly in the Lord’s care, even into an uncertain future.  Raymond 

Brown, a renowned biblical scholar, calls Mary “the first disciple” 4.  I hadn’t thought of it like that, Mary being the first 

disciple of Christ, by being his mother, by bearing the Christ-child.  The ultimate discipleship role for a woman, you could 

say!   

Brown goes on to say that it “is especially meaningful because having heard that her child would be the son of David and 

the Son of God, (Mary) translates this into good news for the lowly and the hungry and woe for the powerful and the 

rich.”5 So what is also clearly apparent is the selflessness of her response, she knows it is not just all about her, this is 

good news for all who are oppressed and downtrodden.   Mary knew her role was just a part of the bigger picture, 

although God had blessed her, this would bring down the proud and powerful and lift up the lowly and the hungry.  

Mary’s part, as amazing and integral as it was, was just a small part in the incredibly massive story of Jesus, the Christ 

who would minister to the poor, the lonely, and the disenfranchised.   

There’s something to learn from Mary’s ways of thinking.   She simply said yes, even in my lowliness, I am God’s servant.  

Do you think the 15 year old Mary really knew what her life would be like, all the worry and heartache, and all the love 

and wonder that would go with being the mother of the Son of God?  However, she did seem to realize that what she 

was called to do was part of something much bigger than her.  Another biblical commentator I read this week called it 

being able to connect the small story with the larger story of God.6   

Another good thought!  I think we forget that, we forget that the things God calls us to do, big or small, could very well 

be part of a much larger picture that God is creating.  Now admittedly, not many of us are called like Mary was, or even 

visited by archangels with clear instructions for God’s mission, although sometimes I think that would be easier if we 

clearly knew what God wanted from us.  Yet still the lesson is there.   We really don’t know how what we are called to 

do is really part of God’s bigger picture.  We have a tendency, especially in small churches to discount what we are able 

to do, feeling like we’re not big enough, have enough people or rich enough or capable enough to make an impact or a  

difference, so why even bother?    

But if we don’t ever even bother trying, it’s like we’re saying no to God.  Not that it will stop God; God will find another 

person, another way to accomplish God’s will.  God’s will, will be done, with or without us.   

But what will we miss if we don’t even try?  

Rev’d JoAnn Todd, Rector 

The Regional Ministry of Hope 
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