Coming to the Source! 
John 15:1-8  

One of the most difficult things for us to understand in the Christian walk, is that we bring nothing to the equation. It is all about God’s grace!  We please Him most when we open ourselves to Him and allow His Spirit to work in and through us. This is the secret to seeing fruit in our lives. 

I.	Misconception About Fruit Production:

A. I Must Produce Fruit - Results vs. Fruit

· Let’s get Busy - Can Do!

· Much Activity - No Life!

B. I Must Stay Connected - Branch vs. Vine

· Remain/Abide = Abounding 

· Stay Connected = Relationship

II.  What Does Real Fruit Look Like?

A. False Fruit - Warning (Matt. 7:15-23) - 
  
B. True Fruit - Promise (Gal. 5:22) - 

III.  How Do I Produce True Fruit?

A.  Abiding (Union and Connection) - 

B. Obeying (Trust and Surrender) -  

When it comes to abiding, staying connected to Christ, it is not a one size fits all situation. Connection can be done in many different ways (worship, Word, music, creation). The crucial point is that we develop and maintain a life-giving 
relationship with Him which fills us, directs us and gives us all that we need. Fruit is then just a natural by-product. 



Going Deeper:

1. Are you primarily a “Doer” or a “Be-er”? Do you find it easier to get busy or get quiet? Does resting seem like a waste of time to you?  

2. If you were attempting to explain for someone with no Biblical background what the term “grace” meant, what would you say? How would you define the word?

3. Have you ever been absolutely frustrated when you were trying to produce “fruit” in your spiritual life apart from the power of God’s Spirit? Do you feel that way right now?   

4. What is your preferred way of “abiding”, connect- ing with God in a life-giving way? What way best allows you to sense God’s presence and power?

5. What might be some examples of “false fruit” in our lives? What may be some results we could produce on our own strength apart from the Spirit?

6. Personal: Can you think of one instance when you unmistakably saw supernatural fruit as a result of God’s grace manifested through His Spirit? What were the circumstances?    

Questions for Our Kids:  

1. Have you ever felt really helpless? Have you ever had to have someone help you because you could not help yourself?  Who came to your rescue?

2. Jesus said we need to ask Him for His strength when we are trying to live for Him. Is there some- thing you think He may want you to do that you need to ask for His help?  

3. Can you sing the little chorus “My God is so Big, so Strong and so Mighty” with your parents? It talks about God being able to help you no matter what you are facing? 
