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Welcome Back!  

A Note from St. David’s Council 
 At our August meeting (on ZOOM) 

Council passed a motion to reopen the church 

on September 26th to our congregational use.  

We will continue with regular services start-

ing at this time. This motion is backstopped by 

closely aligning that date with what is happen-

ing in Alberta (AHS) with the fourth wave of 

COVID-19. In any case, we will be continuing 

with mask-wearing, social distancing and sani-

tizing as we move into our tentative opening. 

The Fellowship time following service will be 

without beverages for the time being. Right 

now, our sanctuary is set up with chairs set 

apart and awaiting our return to worship. It was 

noted at our meeting that congregants may feel 

more comfortable to continue worshipping 

online.  

 We are looking forward to the installa-

tion of necessary equipment to live-stream our 

services, beginning with the September 26, 

2021 service. In the week following Labour 

Day, we hope to see cameras, televisions, 

switchers, computers etc. being installed to en-

able live-streaming. We will need to undergo 

training for the use of the new equipment so if 

you have an interest (or know someone who 

might) in becoming part of the tech team, 

please come aboard.   

 We have welcomed Amy Haynes to our 

ministry staff at St. David’s and look forward 

to working with her in the months ahead. She 

will be presiding the September 19, 2021 ser-

vice.  

- Brenda Wallace 

A Note from the M&P Committee 
 Dear Friends of St. David’s, in April of this 

past year with the support of the Ministry & Person-

nel Committee, her physician and the Restorative 

Care Program (RCP) of the United Church of Can-

ada, Rev Peggy began a short-term disability medi-

cal leave of absence. The reason for the leave was 

for Peggy to address some mental health issues due 

to acute burn out. 

 Throughout the program she maintained com-

munications with her RCP advisor, physician and 

the M&P committee. 

 The RCP advises that employees enter a 

‘graduated return to work. The M & P committee 

has discerned with Peggy these graduated return to 

duties.  Peggy is currently in the office three or four 

days of the week.  She has returned to her adminis-

trative duties and will officiate memorial services as 

they arise. The other duties such as worship leader-

ship will occur at a later date. 

 As we all know Peggy has provided strong 

and dedicated leadership to this congregation for 

over 13 years.   She has shown resiliency and perse-

verance especially during the past 18 months.  As 

Peggy returns to us it is our hope that the congrega-

tion will continue to minister, with gifts and talents 

as you did during Peggy’s absence. Let us come to-

gether as a congregation to support Peggy in her 

continued recovery. 

 Peggy mentioned to us of her gratitude for all 

the letters, notes, and emails of support, care and 

concern she received from the congregation.  She 

has felt surrounded and held in grace and love. 

Thank you for your continuing support.  

- Kathy Koehler & Bill Dickson 

Office Hours 
Our office will be reopening under new office hours for the fall. We will be open from Monday to 

Thursday from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Fridays will be by appointment only.   



A Note from Amy, your new Pastoral Care Minister 
 

When we are willing to enter the flow with a sense of joy, gratitude, and love we become aware of the blessings that 

surround us. In a flow state we have access to an abundance of grace and profound healing. 

 

“Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. Do you not say, “Four 

months more, then comes the harvest”? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvest-

ing”” John 4:34-35 

 

Friends, 

I greet you in the blessed name of Love Incarnate, the One Who Binds broken hearts, The One Who Stands in Soli-

darity with the least among us, our Healer, Brother, and Saviour, Jesus Christ. There is healing in the name of Jesus 

and my prayer is that whatever part of your life that could use some healing finds it.  

 

I am writing to you for the very first time, in the month of September, which for me always feels a bit like the real 

new year.  I wonder if that is the legacy of our spiritual ancestors as Christian people. We do wish a hearty “shana 

tova” to our Jewish siblings who will celebrate Rosh Hashanah this month. Perhaps, it is the feeling of newness in 

watching our children and grandchildren begin new stages of learning as they advance ahead, growing up impossi-

bly fast. My own new books--yet to be marked up and read, offer vast possibilities of new ideas, further discern-

ment, a yet to be discovered passion. And too, I begin a new walk with this community. A walk as your newly 

minted Pastoral Care Minister. There is much to learn about all of you and I am hopeful to share with you too. 

There is always a mix of emotions when we ponder how a new relationship might change us, grow us, challenge us.  

And so this fall, like many others before it, with its crisp air and too-soon yellowed leaves does offer us excitement 

and hope and thoughts of harvest.  

 

But this harvest season comes at the end of a drought. That cannot be ignored. A literal one here on the prairies, but 

also the kind of spiritual and emotional drought that comes after prolonged exposure to stress and strife. Regardless 

of whether we ourselves have personally been impacted in a direct way by the pandemic, the ongoing racial reckon-

ing, the mounting natural disasters; we all share the strain of our collective suffering. Perhaps, for many of us, the 

auto-pilot that allowed us to stay sane and survive the last eighteen months is still running and it isn’t even certain 

yet how and where the strain is manifesting. We may feel numb, overwhelmed, tired. In the face of that, it might 

seem an outrageous request from a new minister that in the midst of an extended drought I ask you to think of har-

vest, of newness, of surrender and flow. Outrageous, perhaps, but I would still argue, necessary.  

 

In the scripture, Jesus invites us as disciples to be in this moment right now. To see the abundance that exists pres-

ently. For all of our many strengths as a larger church, I think we in this United Church of Canada can sometimes 

struggle with practicing presence in the present. We have in many ways allowed ourselves to look back with either 

nostalgia or dismay (or some mixture of both) at what the church was and perhaps we look with trepidation and fear 

at what may become of the church. And I wonder if we as mainline Protestent people don’t sometimes reside so 

much in the mental realm, that we forget how to integrate into our bodies/hearts. How we do church affects deeply 

how we live. Our minds are, of course, powerful and useful and necessary to life’s flourishing. But what of the rest 

of us? When do our hearts and spirits get to flourish and flow in their own rhythm? When do we get to unify all as-

pects of our being and step into flow? 

 

The invitation for us is just to be curious about where we might be able to invite more flow with what is into our 

lives. How can we open our eyes and hearts and be steadfast in our presence? How can the words of Jesus to look 

around and see abundance be true for you when the world wants us to look around and see division, disaster, and 

strain. May our spiritual lives be rich enough to allow us to perceive the reality in which we live without resorting 

to denial, while insisting always that we attempt to see, even if for fleeting moments, the reality that Jesus is always 

pointing to. The one where harvest is now. Even in the midst of drought. It is my sincere prayer that we can learn 

about walking in this kind of flowing discipleship together. I look forward to this new year with you. Feel free to 

write to me, call, or make an appointment to have a coffee/walk/chat.  

Blessings, Amy Haynes  



Music Ministry 
 

The Return of the Choirs! 

It’s time to start making music once again! 

Chamber Choir First Rehearsal: Thursday, September 9 from 7:00 to 8:00 PM 

Sanctuary Choir First Rehearsal: Thursday September 9 from 8:00 to 9:30 PM 

Angel Voices First Rehearsal: Monday September 13 from 7:30-8:30 PM 

AHS guidelines are in place and singers are encouraged to be double vaccinated.  Masks must 

be worn at rehearsals.   

New members are always welcome; regardless of age or experience, we have a choir for you! 

Please contact Brent at 403-284-2276 Ex. 106 or music@sduc.ca for more information 

 

The St. David’s Orchestra will perform a one hour Baroque music concert on the evening of 

Friday, October 22nd.  Please watch for further details.   

Evening compline with pre-service recitals will return this fall.  Recital – 7:00 PM.  Service – 

7:30 PM. Feel free to come for the recital, the service, or both. 

Sunday November 14: Justin Luchinski – harpsichord 

Sunday December 12: Carlo Santos - piano 

Music Lessons: instruction in piano, pipe organ, and theory.  All ages and levels welcome with 

times to suit your schedule (30 mins, 45 mins, & 60 mins).  Please contact Brent @ 403-

284.2276 Ex. 106 or music@sduc.ca   

ACTS  
Monday Night Book Study 

September 20th - November 29th 

7:00 - 8:30 PM  

on Zoom (10 weeks) 

(no class on Thanksgiving) 

Theme: "Starlight" by Richard Wagamese 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
September 23rd - November 25th 

10:00 - 11:00 AM  

on Zoom (10 weeks) 

Theme -  "First Isaiah" 

Contact Wayne Holst or the Church Office if you 

would like to register.  

Sacred Service Team  

Program 

 
Faith must be lived on our feet.  You 

are invited to consider joining a      

sacred service team as one way by 

which you can live your faith on your 

feet.  This is a wonderful avenue by 

which you can meet other people, 

serve the congregation and commit 

just a small part of your time to the 

life and work of the church.  Contact 

the Church office if you are interested 

in getting involved in the Sacred   

Service Team program. Thank you.  

mailto:music@sduc.ca
mailto:music@sduc.ca


Healing Touch 
First Wednesday of every Month 

We will plan to continue to meet on zoom for our      

September 8 session. The public can contact the church office to book a session on zoom.      

Registration is required prior to September 6 and then you will be sent a zoom link. 

If all is going well, we will be back at the church to do Healing Touch on October 6. Please call 

the church office to book a half hour session in person. 

Betty Minifie 

Prayer Shawl  
The Prayer Shawl Group meets twice a month on Mon-

day afternoons at 1:30 to knit prayer shawls which are 

then blessed and given out during baptism, given to fami-

lies where there is a loss and those who are  

hospitalized. We also will on occasion donate to a hos-

pice center.  

 

When the group meets, they ask that you please wear a 

mask, use the sanitization stations available at the church 

and respect social distancing.  

 

The first meeting will be October 4.  

Compassionate Cabinet 
 

Due to pandemic we have received an 

influx of requests for assistance from 

the benevolent pantry. However, we 

have currently run out of resources. 

We are once again looking to our  

congregation to help replenish our 

pantry. 

We are looking for donations of easy 

to eat, nutritious food for out pantry. 

Items such as: 

 easy open protein (tuna, chicken 

etc.), 

 protein or granola bars, 

 fruit cups, 

 apple sauce, 

 fruit or vegetable juice, 

 crackers, 

 nuts, trail mix, etc. 

 Gift cards for groceries, or coffee 

shops, as well as bus tickets are also 

put to great use.  

If you can help, please drop off       

donations at the office during        

business hours or contact Chantal to 

make alternate arrangements. 

We are so grateful for any help you 

can provide. 



If you would like any further information regarding our programs, events, 

committees or groups, please contact the Church office at 403-284-2276 

or admin@sduc.ca 

Prayer Chain 
The prayer chain group meets twice a year on Thursday afternoons at 1:15. They also keep in contact through email throughout the year. New 

members are always welcome.  

Spring Forest Qigong 

Wednesday mornings at 9:00 am via zoom 

Eight Pieces of Brocade 

Thursday mornings at 9:00 via zoom 

 

Contact Janice Rider or the Church Office to 

register.  

Friendship Club The friendship club meets the first Friday of every month. Each month is a different theme or presentation. If interested, feel free to contact the church office. 

Chameleon Drama Club  
The drama club is planning to resume this fall on Sept 25. if you’re interested contact Janice 

Rider 

Help Us Spruce Up St. David’s! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

We need your help! We are looking for a committee of people to 

come together to help us pick out new furniture for the front foyer 

and TM room and help to freshen up the space.  

No interior design experience required! 

Please contact Chantal in the Church Office if you are interested in  

participating.  


