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elcome to Cloverdale United Church!  As we say at nearly every 
worship service, “No matter who you are, or where you are on 
life’s journey God welcomes you… and so do we.”  We take these 

words seriously.  We strive to be a community as diverse and hospitable as 
God’s kingdom. We don’t all look or act alike; God knows we don’t all think 
alike. We don’t all read the Bible the same way. We come from different 
religious backgrounds, we bring different questions, and we carry different 
burdens. But every Sunday, we gather and worship God together as one. 

 In this lovely old church, we do Sunday morning in some fairly 
traditional ways. We study the teachings and the actions of Jesus.  We 
gather around the waters of grace and the feast table of Christ, just as 
Christians have done for nearly two thousand years.  Some of the songs we 
sing (certainly not all of them, though) are ones our grandparents might also 
have sung in their day.  And yet, amidst rituals and rites rooting us in a deep 
heritage, we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world and we listen 
for God’s Spirit still speaking into our lives today.  We hope your heart will 
hear something personal and relevant this morning—a word of comfort, a 
spur to action, a call to a deeper relationship with God.   
 After the service, please stick around.  Have a cup of coffee or a bite to 
eat with us. Introduce yourself to other worshippers or our pastor. There 
are plenty of opportunities here to feed your soul and expand your spirit. 
Try one out. You never know—you just might be home! 
 

Children are welcome at all services!  It is important for families to 
worship together.  Don’t feel your child must be absolutely quiet or still, for 
we are glad to have children—and all their wiggles, giggles, and squiggles—
as part of our community and worship life!  After all… as an old saying goes, 
“faith is caught, not taught!”  
 

 Washrooms can be found just outside the sanctuary through the door  
 at the front right of the space (the northeast corner of the room). 
 

 Thank you for silencing cell phones and other devices, and for refraining  
 from flash photography. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion:  
All are welcome, including children, to 
share in the feast at Christ’s table.  We 
typically celebrate Communion during 
on the first Sunday of each month, as 
well as on certain other holy days.    
 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism:  We 
gladly offer the sign and seal of God’s 
grace in the waters of baptism, both to 
children and adults of any age.  For more 
information, contact the minister. 

The language of worship is rich and 
diverse, and yet always inadequate to 
express the fullness of the divine.  In 
our worship, we strive to use inclusive 
language for humanity and expansive 
imagery for the divine, while respecting 
the poetry and imagery of texts handed 
down to us from the ages.  Honouring 
our diversity, in those places where we 
speak or sing together, worshippers 
may use language with which they are 
comfortable or familiar.

  

W 
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The 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
“There is no difference between the words and works of Jesus.  The works have 
exactly the same message as the words. The message and words concentrate on 
the announcement of the Kingdom of God. The miracles and works show us what 
the Kingdom is like.”  

— John Wimber     
 

As you are able, whether in body or in spirit, please rise for those parts marked with an asterisk ‘*’ 
 

Please remember to silence cell phones and other devices, and be mindful of those 
who wish to use the prelude as a time of prayer, meditation, and preparation for worship. 

 

 

GATHERING  모임 
The Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
Prelude  전주    Emma Rui-Xuan Shi 
 
Greeting  인사    The Rev. Matthew Emery 
 One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle  예배 초 점화 
 
Call to Worship  예배로 부름  adapted from Psalm 146 
 One: Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, living souls! 
 Many: We will praise the Lord as long as we live; 

we will sing praises to our God while we have being. 
 One: Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,  

whose hope is in the Lord their God: 
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;  
who keeps promises forever; 
who gives justice to those who are oppressed,  
and food to those who hunger. 

 Many: The LORD sets the captive free, opens the eyes of the blind, 
lifts up those who are bowed down; loves the righteous. 

 One: The Lord cares for the stranger; 
the Lord sustains the orphan and widow,  
but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

 Many: The Lord shall reign forever, 
our God throughout all generations. Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! 

 
* Hymn  찬송 — “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty” Voices United #315 
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* Prayer of the Day  오늘의 기도  
 Many: Lord, open our lives to your goodness. 

Open our eyes to your presence. 
Open our ears to your call. 
Open our hearts to your love. 
Open our lips to your praises. 
Open us to your glory.  Amen. 

 
* The Peace  평화의 인사 
 One: The peace of Christ be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
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Words of Welcome & News from Our Life Together  교회소식 

 
WORD  말씀 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 
Gathering Time: Blessing of the Backpacks  어린이 설교 Sarah Zezchuk 
 
* Hymn  찬송 — “God of All the World”  More Voices #22 
  
First Reading  성경봉독 — Isaiah 35:4-7a (pew bibles OT p. 663) Christine Connal  

These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Isaiah 34 portrays God’s 
vengeance on Edom, Israel’s age-old enemy, which makes the path from Babylon 
to Zion safe for the exiles’ return. The desert itself will flow with water to give 
drink to the returning exiles.  

 

   after the reading: 
 One: Word of God, Word of Life. 
 Many: Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading  성서봉독 — Mark 7:24-37 (pew bibles NT p. 42) 

In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus’ 
ministry. Here, a conversation with a Syrophoenician woman marks the 
beginning of his mission to the Gentiles.  

 

 IN KOREAN    
 IN ENGLISH    Christine Connal 
 

   after the reading: 
 One: Word of God, Word of Life. 
 Many: Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon  설교 — “Nevertheless, She Persisted” The Rev. Matthew Emery 
 

 a time of quiet follows the sermon 
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* Hymn  찬송 — “Come, Let Us to the God of Love” Voices United #653 

 
RESPONSE  응답 

We begin our lives of responding to the gospel, in prayer and offering 
 
Prayers of the People, ending with The Lord’s Prayer  회중기도와 주기도 
 Many: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done  
 on earth as it is in Heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
for Thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Responding with our Gifts  봉헌  
 

Give online!  Scan the QR Code → to be taken to online giving. 
 

An Offering Thought: 
If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, "Go in 
peace; keep warm and eat your fill," and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is 
the good of that? (James 2:15).  For many of us who have more than we need, it’s 
very hard to follow Jesus’ command to love our neighbour as ourselves. The 
questions steward/disciples have to ask prayerfully are, “How generous am I, 
really? Is God calling me to be more generous?” 

 
 OFFERTORY MUSIC   Emma Rui-Xuan Shi 
 

 * PRESENTING OUR GIFTS  경배 찬양:  The Doxology OLD HUNDREDTH 
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 * PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  감사기도 
 Many: Generous God, thank you for these gifts we bring from your 

abundance.  Bless gifts and givers to show your love to all those is 
need through our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, healer of the sick, 
advocate of the afflicted, provider for the poor.  Amen. 

 
SENDING  파송 

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 
 
* Hymn  찬송 — “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” Voices United #266 
 
* Charge and Benediction  파송과 축도 
 

 * RESPONSE  파송 찬양 — “Take, O Take Me as I Am” 

 

 
 
* Postlude  후주   Emma Rui-Xuan Shi 
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Be Our Guest!  Come on down to the Lower Hall for coffee or tea or 
another beverage, a bite to eat, and a chat! Access to the Lower Hall is 
down the stairs outside the door at the front right of the sanctuary or via 
the elevator at the front left of the sanctuary.  Follow the crowds on 
down, or ask an usher to guide you… We look forward to seeing you! 

 
 
 

Life at Cloverdale United Church 
 

Worship 

Masks required:  Masks are for the time 
being required to be worn for worship and 
all other activities inside the building at 
Cloverdale United Church. This newly-
reinstated requirement is in line with the 
recently reinstated masking mandates for 
public spaces around the province. While a 
masking mandate for religious worship 
services was not included in the provincial 
health orders, here at Cloverdale United 
Church we will be honouring the 'spirit' of 
the law above and beyond its 'letter'. 
 If you are unable to wear a mask for 
medical reasons, or if you are 
uncomfortable being in a public group due to COVID, we encourage you to join us 
live for worship via Zoom... all the info you need to connect is available at our 
website: http://www.cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca/worship-online/ .  Likewise, if 
you have not been vaccinated, we encourage you to get vaccinated as soon as 
possible and to join us for worship via Zoom in the meantime. 

Looking Ahead:  Welcome to Rev. Julie Lees: Next 
Sunday, September 12th, we are excited to welcome 
the Reverend Julie Lees among us as worship leader 
and guest preacher.  An ordained minister in The 
United Church, Julie is currently serving as the 
director of recruitment at Vancouver School of 
Theology and maintains an active presence in wider 
circles of The United Church in this region.  (Matt will 
be away the weekend of the 12th, using one of his two 
remaining study leave weekends for 2021.)  

 

 
 

http://www.cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca/worship-online/
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Many thanks to today’s … 
 ushers/greeters:  Kim Forbes & Debbie Jordbakke 
 digital ushers: names not available at time of printing 
 fellowship time hosts:   Muriel Grossman, Sharon McBain, & Thelma Smidt 
Acknowledgements: 
• Cover art from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 
• Call to Worship adapted by Matthew Emery from Psalm 146, as translated in the ecumenically-shared inclusive language 

liturgical psalter appearing in Book of Common Worship, ©2018 Westminster John Knox Press, and originally prepared for 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, ©2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

• Prayer of the Day from David Adam, Traces of Glory: Prayers for the Church Year – Year B, ©1999, pub. Morehouse Publishing. 
• Scripture introductions from Sundays and Seasons, Year B 2021, ©2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
• Presenting our Gifts – “The Doxology”:  Words by Thomas Ken, 1695, 1709; public domain; alt.  Music from Genevan Psalter, 

1551; public domain. 
• Offertory Prayer of Thanksgiving from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, ed. Kimberly Bracken Long, Year B, vol. 2, 

©2015 Westminster John Knox Press. 
• Benediction Response – “Take, O Take Me As I Am”:  Text and music by John L. Bell, 1995; ©1995 Wild Goose Resource 

Group, Iona Community, Scotland; © admin GIA Publications, Inc.; all rights reserved; used under OneLicense.net #A-
606025.  Reprinted from More Voices, ©2007 The United Church of Canada, #85. 

Learn 

Welcome to ELL CLASS: ELL Class is going to start from September 12th to 
November 21st. This term's ELL class will open three classes and the class time 
will be as follows. 

• Group A : Monday 9:30-11:30 (Sept 13th - Nov 15th) 
• Group B : Wednesday 9:30-11:30 (Sept 15th - Nov 17th) 
• Group C : Sunday 9:30-10:20 (9:10-9:55 for Choir members Sept 12th - Nov   

21st) 
We welcome both students and volunteers to join the ELL class, which is an 
opportunity to learn English and expand the relationship of the Christian 
community. Currently, the recruitment of students to participate in the class and 
the recruitment of teachers from groups A and B are completed. If you want to 
volunteer for group C (Sunday morning), please contact Chohee. If you have any 
question, please contact the Intercultural Ministry Coordinator, Chohee Won 
(chohee@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca) 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study: The Tuesday Morning Bible Study meets 
Tuesdays beginning at 10:00 am, meeting in-person in the Lounge (lower level, at 
the bottom of the office entrance stairs). At the Tuesday Morning Bible Study, led 
most weeks by Rev. Matt, the group typically discusses the bible reading(s) 
featured in the coming Sunday’s worship service. All are welcome and invited; no 
previous knowledge or experience with Bible study required! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:chohee@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
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Meet 

Friendship Group: We are excited to announce 
the Friendship Group re-gathering on 
Wednesday, September 8, at 10:00 am.  After an 
18 month break it will be a day of celebration!  
The Friendship Group is an intergenerational 
and intercultural group with a goal of supporting 
each other with friendship, love, and laughter.  
We meet monthly, usually the first Wednesday 
of the month at 10:00 a.m. in the Upper Hall.  
ALL are welcome.  On September 8: 

• Enjoy muffins and coffee as we 
reconnect with long-time friends and 
meet new friends; 

• Meet our new CUC staff members, introduced by Laurel Zulke; 
• Learn about our exciting new tech project from Rev. Matt. 

For more information contact Margaret Rose:   mbrose1@telus.net  

Serve 

Cloverdale United Church’s United Church 
Women Frozen Apple Pie Project 2021: Yes, it is 
that time of year – apple pie season. This project 
has been part of our church life for over 30 years! 
Last year was a year off, mostly due to COVID 19 
health restrictions. 

Lori Presunka and Tina Thomlinson have 
offered to co-ordinate the pie project for 2021 – 
and will require lots of support from the 
experienced and multi-talented pie bee 
volunteers. All helpers are welcome – women or 
men, experienced or not, young or old. The most 

URGENT need at this time is APPLES – many of you had contacts for free or 
inexpensive apples– please reach out to those contacts and ask if they can provide 
us with apples.  

We will also be looking for donations of 9 or 10 inch pie plates, flour, sugar, 
cinnamon, cornstarch and Tenderflake lard also cash to assist in purchasing what 
doesn’t get donated. Stay tuned for an update on the times and days of the pie 
making bees – possible starting in later September. Order forms will be available 
soon. Things may look a bit different this year, masks will be required and smaller 
working groups may be necessary and all this may result in lower production. 
Contact:  Lori Presunka (604-576-1496, lpresunka@gmail.com) or Tina 
Thomlinson (604-574-3341, thomlinson2@shaw.ca).   

Seeking Sunday Morning Servers: With our in-person worship services having 
resumed, we again invite you to consider taking part in one of our Sunday 

mailto:mbrose1@telus.net
mailto:lpresunka@gmail.com
mailto:thomlinson2@shaw.ca


 

Page 10 
 

Morning Servers roles.  With usher-greeters, hosts for our time of conversation 
and refreshments after worship (a.k.a. "coffee hour"), and liturgists/readers, it 
takes a number of willing hearts to make everything happen on Sunday mornings.  
Each of these roles, though, is an easy and accessible way to get involved, 
supporting our church's mission and ministry and connecting with others around 
our community.  If you would like to participate as an usher/greeter, conversation-
and-refreshments host, or liturgist/reader, please our church office at 
office@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca  

UN Climate Conference: COP26: The 
United Church of Canada and For the 
Love of Creation are forming an 
ecumenical virtual delegation for the 
United Nations Climate Change 
Conference (COP 26). Delegates will 
participate, learn, and advocate at COP 
and share to the wider church and 
beyond to bring attention to and grow support for climate justice. Your energy, 
experience, knowledge, hard work, voice, faith, and creativity are needed! 
Deadline is September 13th; find out more, including how to apply, at: 
https://united-church.ca/opportunities/united-nations-climate-change-cop-26-
glasgow-virtual-delegation  

Digital Ushers:  We’re always on the lookout for additions to our cohort of 
“digital ushers,” the volunteers who operate our online streaming and PowerPoint 
projection systems for worship.  If you’re interested in learning more, contact Rev. 
Matt (604-574-5813 or matt@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca).  

From the Wider Church 

Holy Listening – Young Adult Retreat:  September 17 – 
19, 2021, in Maple Ridge BC.  Travel 
near or far, finally, for sacred holy 
space, to be together, to rest, renew, 
re-energize in community with other 
United Church folx and friends ages 
18 to 35 from around BC, Southern 
Alberta, & Yukon. The retreat will be 

held at Loon Lake Resort & Lodge on the unceded territory of 
the q ̓íc̓əy̓ people (Maple Ridge BC), and the cost is $150 
(financial support is available; the event fee will not be a 
barrier to participation).  Register online → 

form.jotform.com/2116655
56214253 

https://united-church.ca/opportunities/united-nations-climate-change-cop-26-glasgow-virtual-delegation
https://united-church.ca/opportunities/united-nations-climate-change-cop-26-glasgow-virtual-delegation
mailto:matt@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
http://form.jotform.com/211665556214253
http://form.jotform.com/211665556214253
http://form.jotform.com/211665556214253
http://form.jotform.com/211665556214253
http://form.jotform.com/211665556214253
http://form.jotform.com/211665556214253
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“We have never stopped providing three meals a day.” When the pandemic 
began to ramp up last year, Grant McKenzie, the Communications Director at Our 
Place Society―a Mission & Service partner―told us one of the questions street-
involved guests often asked is “Where will I eat?” 
 No one asks that question at Our 
Place anymore. 
 “The reason for that is simple. We 
have never stopped providing three 
meals a day. And as this pandemic 
continues, we endeavour to make more 
food options available. Due to social 
distancing, our kitchen staff need to 
think more creatively as they plan one-
bowl meals that can be safely handed 
out at our front gates. We are also busy providing water, tea, coffee, and milk,” 
says McKenzie 
 That doesn’t mean there is no stress. The fentanyl crisis, overdoses, magnified 
social isolation, and mounting stress and anxiety as the pandemic continues take 
a heavy toll. Still, guests have reassurance that Our Place will continue to offer 
three square meals a day, whether indoors or out.  
 “In this strange and difficult time, my heart breaks with sorrow at the 
vulnerable people struggling to survive with yet another obstacle in their path, 
but my heart also swells with pride at the people who are stepping up to help,” he 
says. 
 Reassurance can be hard to come by in uncertain times. Your gifts through 
Mission & Service continue to provide steady support during the long COVID-19 
crisis. Thank you. 
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We are a welcoming, historic, and progressive Christian community, reaching out from 
the historic heart of Surrey at Cloverdale since 1875.  We seek to thrive in faith through 
relationship with God, one another, and the community.... to serve others as Jesus would. 
 

CLOVERDALE UNITED CHURCH 
17575 58A Ave., Surrey, BC V3S 1N1 | 604.574.5813 | cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 

 

 Ministers All of the Congregation 
 

 Lead Minister Rev. Matthew Emery – matt@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca  
 Intercultural Ministry Coordinator Chohee Won – chohee@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 Director of Music Ministries Dr. Emma Rui-Xuan Shi – emma@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 Interim Children & Youth Leader Sarah Zezchuk (beginning August 24) 
 Children & Youth Leader Robyn Garland (on maternity leave) 
 Office Administrator Kiran Gill – office@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
  

 Church Council Chair Doug Sowerby – doug@dsowerby.com 


